
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To: AlRDRlE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

From: HEAD OF ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION 

Date: 6 May 2009 I Ref: N/TT/79/27 

Subject: AIRDRIE-BATHGATE RAIL 

UPDATE 
LINE RE-OPENING SCHEME 

I. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

2.6 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to update the Partnership in respect of progress with the Airdrie- 
Bathgate Railway & Linked Improvements project, and to highlight some key operations that will 
be taking place within North Lanarkshire. 

Background 

The Partnership will be aware that after 50 years of closure, works to rebuild and reopen the 
Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link is well underway. The f300 million rail link is funded by Transport 
Scotland and is being delivered by Network Rail. The project will deliver an efficient public 
transport link from Helensburgh and Glasgow, through North Lanarkshire and West Lothian, to 
Edinburgh. 

The de-vegetation works are complete within North Lanarkshire; that contract involved the 
cutting down, or cutting back of, trees and shrubs along the corridor of the new rail line. 

The mining remediation works are well advanced. The purpose of the remediation works is to fill 
up or make safe all of the former mining shafts and adits along the route of the rail line and 
some new sections of new road. Grout is pumped into the various shafts and tunnels that had 
previously been identified through examining mining records and carrying out ground 
investigation works. 

The non-operational civils contact has been awarded to Carillion; that contract covers all work 
for the new railway between Drumgelloch and Bathgate, comprising bridges, earthworks, 
cycleway, roads and stations. For project management purposes, they have essentially split the 
contract into 5 sections, the two within North Lanarkshire being Raiziehill to Caldercruix, and 
Caldercruix to Drumgelloch. 

That contract will include the replacement of Towers Road bridge, just east of the site of the re- 
located Drumgelloch Station. The Council has previously requested that the Towers Road 
replacement works be carried out during this summer’s school holidays, so as not to 
inconvenience the substantial numbers of children going to Caldervale High, amongst other 
schools. 

In conjunction with the main Airdrie-Bathgate works, the Council is to replace the deck of the 
bridge on Crowwood Drive, immediately east of the existing Drumgelloch Station. The existing 
bridge was assessed as inadequate for current traffic loading and containment standards. The 
works are due to begin on Monday 8‘h June, and are expected to take 15 weeks to complete. 
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The restricted programme for the various works will mean that there will be a period when both 
Crowwood Drive and Towers Road bridges will be closed to traffic at the same time. 

Barblues Bridge, between Plains and Caldercruix, and Bedlormie Toll Bridge, on the boundary 
between North Lanarkshire and West Lothian, are also both to be renewed as part of the works. 
However, temporary routes are to be constructed at both locations for the duration of the bridge 
replacement works, consequently there should be minimal impact upon traffic. The bridge over 
the rail line on Main Street Caldercruix is due to be demolished and re-built; however the 
precise dates for that are unknown at present. 

The contract award for the operation civils work is imminent. That contract will cover the civil 
engineering work on the existing railway, which will include the replacement of the A73 Carlisle 
Road bridge and other civil engineering work on the currently operational rail line. The Council 
has persistently stressed the need for the A73 bridge renewal works to be carried during the 
summer of 2010, to minimise the disruption from the significant volume of traffic that will require 
to be temporarily diverted onto other roads. Network Rail have booked a blockade of the line 
(full possession) between Airdrie Station and the existing Drumgelloch Station from May 201 0 
to August 201 0, in order to carry out works on the existing line. The replacement of the A73 
Carlisle Road bridge will take place within that period. 

A Planning Monitoring Officer (PMO) has been appointed for the scheme, which was a 
condition of the Parliamentary Bill. The selection of the PMO was approved jointly between 
North Lanarkshire Council, West Lothian Council and Network Rail. The PMO effectively 
coordinates and monitors the day-to-day environmental activities of the various contractors 
working on the project. The PMO does not supersede of negate any of the statutory functions 
carried out by Council officers, such as noise monitoring, habitat and species protection, and 
the like, rather they act as an additional level for ensuring compliance. The PMO is independent 
of Network Rail; however, they are based within Network Rail’s project office and have full 
transparency of their systems. 

2.10 Should any complaints be received about any aspect of the works, they should all be directed to 
the Network Rail National Helpline, on 08457 11 41 41. That is a 24-hour helpline, and all calls 
or complaints received will immediately be directed to Network Rail’s Airdrie-Bathgate project 
team, to ensure that any priority issues are dealt with immediately (such as complaints of noisy 
work being carried out at night) and so that all calls are registered and subsequently closed out. 
Network Rail will produce a short note that will be given to the Council’s Customer Contact 
Centre, so that if they receive any calls they know to ask the caller to phone the National 
Helpline. If the caller doesn’t want to do so, the Contact Centre will know what information they 
need to take, to then phone the National Helpline themselves. The PMO also receives details of 
all complaints received by Network Rail concerning the project, to help ensure that each and 
every one is attended to and addressed satisfactorily. 

2.1 1 Regular meetings are being held between the Council and Network Rail, which involves other 
such as SEPA or SNH, as and when required. This includes monthly Client Meeting 6 to 8 
weekly high-level meetings, and various technical issues meetings as and when they are 
required. Such meetings continue to ensure a smooth flow of information between the parties, 
plus have helped in the timeous processing of Bridge Agreements, Road Construction 
Consents, Planning Consents, and the like. 

2.12 To help keep local residents and businesses informed of upcoming works within their area, 
Network Rail will be holding a number of ‘spring forums’. These will take place either in the 
evening or on Saturday mornings within communities along the route, so that as many people 
as possible have the opportunity to attend. 



. 
' 3. Recommendations 

3.1 It is recommended that the Partnership note the content of this report. 
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