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Introduction

The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 provides a framework for local scrutiny arrangements between 
Police Scotland, the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and the Local Authority. This report provides members of 
the North Lanarkshire Community Safety Partnership Forum with an update in respect of policing in North 
Lanarkshire and affords members an opportunity to consider how effectively police are working alongside 
partners to collectively improve local communities.  

Matters considered in this report include statistical information from Police Scotland regarding the council area to 
assess effectiveness of local policing plans in terms of priorities, performance and community engagement.

The format of this report is changed from previous submissions to try and be more visible and accessible.  We are 
happy to take feedback and evolve for future meetings.

As we move into 2020 we are pleased to have agreed a new Local Police Plan, summarised on the following 
page, which we be working to for the next three years.
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Local Police Plan on a Page

Public Protection and 
Protecting People at 

Risk of Harm

Tackling 
Housebreaking

and Acquisitive Crime

Reducing the Harm
Caused by Substance

Misuse

Threats to public safety and 
wellbeing are resolved by a 

proactive and responsive police 
service

The needs of Lanarkshire’s 
communities are addressed 

through effective service delivery

Lanarkshire's communities and 
partners are engaged, involved 
and have confidence in policing

Our people are supported 
through a positive working 

environment, enabling them to 
serve the public in Lanarkshire

By working collaboratively 
policing in Lanarkshire is 

sustainable, adaptable and 
prepared for future challenges 
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Reducing Violence and Disorder

55.5% reduction in Murders 
(5 fewer murders)

Tackling serious crime remains a priority for officers across 
Lanarkshire Division and since April 2019 there has been a 
significant reduction in murders.  Four murders have occurred 
and arrests have been made for each.  This represents a 
significant year-on-year reduction.  Attempted murders also 
decreased by 26.7%.

The detection rate for serious assaults in North Lanarkshire has 
increased by 2.6% to  71.6%,  there has also been an increase in 
the detection rate for common assault by almost 2%.  Crimes of 
violence remain a priority with significant resource committed 
to their  investigation.  All reports are reviewed and 
considerable efforts are made to bring the individuals 
responsible justice whilst supporting those affected.

Whilst crimes of serious violence appear to have increased 
since 2018 (a rise of 58 charges) a change in recording means 
this figure now  includes 50 crimes recorded under the new 

Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018.  This Act enables officers 
to consider, record and report abusive behaviours within 
relationships which would not previously have been possible 
with the legislation available.  

There were 28 more robberies or assaults with intent to rob this 
period (+34.1%). There are no emerging patterns to account for 
this rise however all reports are reviewed and scrutinised so any 
emerging trends will be quickly identified and tasked 
accordingly.  Over 76% of these were detected.

There has been a 3.6% increase in the number of common 
assaults recorded (135 additional offences).  18.7% of these 
crimes (725 offences) relate to assaults against emergency 
workers (predominantly police officers).

26.7% reduction in 
crimes of attempted 

murder (4 fewer)

Serious Assaults increased 
by 0.7% (2 more)

Robbery & Assault with 
Intent to Rob increased 

by 34.1%
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Vandalism has fallen sharply, 
reducing by 9.7% 
(341 fewer crimes)

Complaints of disorder 
reduced by 4.5%

(650 fewer incidents) 

Detection rates for Vandalism 
& Malicious Mischief 
increased by 2.6%

Detection rates for Hate 
Crime remain high at 67.1% 

albeit down 6.2%.  These 
crimes are a priority.

Last year, officers from the Bellshill Local Problem Solving 
Team (LPST) received funding from NLC for trail bikes.  
These have been utilised extensively to focus on areas 
where communities complain about persons illegally 
using trail bikes and placing members of the public at 
risk.  There have been a number of trail bikes seized and 
offenders reported to the Procurator Fiscal. The trail bikes 
have been used throughout North Lanarkshire and NLC 
have contacted directly for areas they wish the police 
to focus on.

Lanarkshire Division have continued partnership working 
with NLC to jointly tackle and, where necessary, enforce 

legislation in respect of those committing anti-social 
behaviour within our communities.  Daily two-way 
information sharing is carried out where either 
organisation has information suggesting anti-social 
behaviour has occurred.  Joint visits are carried out each 
weekend with the Anti-Social Behaviour team from the 
Local Authority and our LPST officers focussing on 
problematic premises.  This proactive approach leads to 
warning notices or eviction notices being served on 

individuals who repeatedly fail to respect their neighbours 
and communities.

During the reporting period, Local LPST teams continued 
to support and attend NL Friday Night Project and Street 
Soccer programs across the division.  These programmes, 
run by NL Culture and Leisure / NHS are diversionary 
activities, provided in areas where there are 
opportunities to improve engagement with our younger 
communities and reduce reports of disorder.

Reducing Violence and Disorder
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Public Protection and Protecting People at Risk of Harm

132 additional Sexual 
Crimes were reported to 

Police. Online activity and 
social media continue to be 
prevalent in many offences.

Domestic Abuse remains 
prevalent in society.  The new 

Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 
2018 legislation has enabled 
officers investigate abusive 
behaviours not previously 

considered as criminal and 
officers across Lanarkshire 
have received extensive 

additional training on domestic 
abuse. 

An additional 50 crimes were 
recorded under the new 

legislation. 

There has been a 21.3% increase in the number of sexual crimes 
reported (132 additional offences).  This reflects a complex 
landscape including increased confidence in reporting to the 
police and a prevalence of cyber-enabled crimes, committed 
online (267 of the crimes refer to communications offences).   
Such crimes are more commonly committed by younger 
members of the community and, whilst it is anticipated this 
trend will continue, sustained efforts of all partners to educate 
communities on the risks involved in such behaviours are 
required.   Whilst the detection rate has fallen when compared 
to last year, the previous year’s statistic was positively affected 

by one case with numerous charges.   Due to the protracted 
nature of sexual enquiries, detection rates continue to 
increase.

The number of rapes reported when compared to previous 
period have remained the same. Analysis has shown that there 
are no patterns or trends associated with this and importantly, 
the detection rate for rape has improved from last year.  
Investigations into sexual crime are a priority and will remain 
under investigation.

In February 2020 after a  review of a number of young people 
going missing it became apparent that many were being 
traced within an address in Wishaw.  Extensive efforts were 
made to prevent reoccurrence however it became necessary 
to arrest and charge the householder for failing to desist.  This 
has reduced instances and will help keep our young people 
safe.      
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Lanarkshire’s Road Policing Officers continues to focus upon 
driver behaviour, seeking to improve it through education 
and enforcement.  This has also been supplemented with 
focussed initiatives and the increased capability of LPST and 
LPT due to funding provided by partners. This has resulted in 
increased detections in relation to road traffic offences.

In October 2019, new drug driving legislation was introduced  
which allows roadside drug driving tests for 17 different drug 
types.  Between 21st October 2019 and the 31st March 2020, 
officers obtained 127 positive roadside tests. As evidential 
results come back, drivers found to be over the prescribed 
limits will be reported for prosecution.  Similarly to drink driving, 

the new offence carries a mandatory 12 month driving 
disqualification upon conviction. This will contribute to 
making the roads safer for all. The legislation will also provide 
another tool to disrupt the criminal fraternity who often drive 
whilst under the influence of controlled drugs.  

Focussed initiatives targeting 
speeding and enforcement 

resulted in an increase of 57.3% 
in detected speeding offences.

There were eight fatal road accidents within this period. 
Three of these were on the motorway network (M80 and 
M8), the others were on the A73, A8, B717, Alexander Street, 
Wishaw and Mosshall Street, Cleland.  Each fatal road 
accident is robustly investigated to ensure criminality has 
not been a contributory factor. Site visits have been carried 
out by the Traffic Management Officer to ensure that the 
road conditions and signage are to the required standard.

Focussed initiatives targeting 
road users using mobile 

phone has seen an increase 
of 7.4% in detected offences

Focussed initiatives for road 
users not wearing seatbelts 

resulted in an increase of 36.7% 
in detected offences.

Significant decrease of 27.7% 
in people slightly injured as a 
result of a road traffic collision 

.
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Tackling Housebreaking and Acquisitive Crime

Theft By Housebreaking has 
increased by 7.8%. When 
broken down 231 crimes 

can be can be attributed to 
‘Attempted 

Housebreakings’.

In January 2020, Wishaw officers carried out enquiries into 
several thefts by housebreakings and crimes of dishonesty 
across the division. Using witness evidence, CCTV reviews 
and forensic evidence a male was arrested for 9 acquisitive 
crimes and is currently on remand awaiting trial.

Theft By Shoplifting 
increased by 1.7% 
however detection 

rates have been 
maintained at 61.9% 

throughout the period.In February 2020, Cumbernauld LPST officers as a result of a 
protracted enquiry arrested a male who had defrauded a for 
a company of £312,000 over a number of years. A report has 
been submitted under the Proceeds of Crime to recover the 
amount he defrauded. 

In February 2020, Cumbernauld LPST officers executed a 
warrant at garage in Cleland in relation to stolen vehicle 
parts which had been advertised for sale on social media. A 
male was arrested for reset and a search lead to a full 
recovery of stolen vehicle parts. 

In February 2020, Airdrie LPST investigated a spate of 
housebreakings, they engaged with the local community  
and carried outs a extensive reviews of both private and 
public spaces CCTV. By working closely with the community 
a male was arrested for 6 housebreakings.

In January 2020, Motherwell officers carried out a review of 
shoplifting crimes within North Lanarkshire. This resulting in 
numerous arrests including a repeat female offender arrested 
for 18 charges in Bellshill and Motherwell areas alone.
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Reducing Harm Caused by Substance Misuse

Drugs with a street value of 

over £7.2million have been 
taken off the streets of 

Lanarkshire.

A total of £7,706,509 worth of 
cash and criminal assets 

have been seized under the 
Proceeds of Crime Act 

(POCA).

Detection rates for Drug 
Supply, Drug Productions 
and Drug Cultivations has 

decreased by 0.7%.

In January 2020, Cumbernauld officers executed a warrant 
in the Kildrum area.  A ballistic dart gun, controlled drugs 
and computer equipment were seized. A 38 year old male 
was arrested. 

In January 2020, Bellshill officers executed a drugs warrant 
and recovered 1.2kg of cocaine valued at £50,000, two gas 

powered BB guns and a quantity of ammunition. Three 
person were arrested for being concerned in supply of 
controlled drugs and firearms offences.

In February 2020, Motherwell officers executed a drugs 
warrant in  the Newmains area and recovered 26 cannabis 
plants, 1kg of cocaine and 7kg of amphetamine. A 38 year 
old male has been arrested.

In February 2020, Bellshill officers carried out a routine stop 
of a motor vehicle and recovered a large quantity of 
cannabis. The two female occupants of the vehicle were 
charged with being concerned in supply of controlled 
drugs and road traffic offences.
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Public Confidence & Local Engagement

In January 2020 the Local Authority Liaison Officer attended NLC’s 
Community Safety Strategy Development Day and presented on behalf of 
Lanarkshire Division.  A number of other partner agencies were also present 
and provided presentations that will be integral to the North Lanarkshire 
Community Safety Strategy

Public Confidence (Apr 2019 – Mar 2020)

No. of Complaints about Police 312

Ratio (Complaints : 10000 Incidents) 29.5

Total Allegations Recorded 541

- On Duty

- Off Duty

- Quality of Service

431

0

110

On 7th January 2020 Superintendent McCreadie attended the Best Bar None 
awards for Lanarkshire. The purpose of The Best Bar None awards is to 

promote Partnership working to identify good practice and areas for 
improvement in relation to licenced premises.

In January 2020 Lanarkshire Division, in conjunction with NLC Education 
Department held a development day to review the role of  School 
Community Police officers. The role has been in place for three years and has 
been a huge success for the all partners and the community. The role is 
being constantly revaluated to ensure a clear role description and for School 
Community Officers and opportunities for joint training for the benefit of staff 
and pupils.

Social media continues to be utilised by Lanarkshire Division to highlight 
local policing activities, promote community safety and update the 
community on good work carried out by our officers. Twitter is actively being 
used to support ongoing Operations with the Local Problem Solving Team 
Inspectors providing updates on ongoing initiatives and successes in their 
area.
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Public Health Emergency – The Policing Response

In the midst of a national public health emergency, it would be remiss of us not to provide some update on the 
policing response, even although it falls out with this reporting period.

Police Scotland has responded both nationally, and locally to the emergency, with our focus being to support 
the national effort to combat coronavirus.  To maximise safety across North Lanarkshire our policies have 
focussed on increasing visibility within communities, seeking to ensure compliance with the regulations by 
adopting the approach of the ‘4 E’s’; Engage, Explain, Encourage and finally, where all other options have been 
excluded, Enforce.  We are fortunate that the vast majority of people across North Lanarkshire have complied 
with what is being asked of them.  We have ensured that officers are deployed at peak periods in many of the 
sites which naturally attract people to them such as Strathclyde Park and Drumpellier Park.

At a strategic level the Divisional Senior Management Team (SMT) have sought to ensure that members of North 
Lanarkshire Council and our elected representatives are sighted on the demand the situation is placing on 
policing and feedback any experiences, positive or otherwise, of policing within their communities.   To enable 
this we have instigated fortnightly teleconferences with the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council and the 
chair of the Community Safety Partnership Forum.  Additionally, our Local Area Commanders continue to speak 
to councillors on a regular basis as well as participating in the monthly ‘virtual surgery’ which enables elected 
members to ‘drop in’ and pose questions, or provide feedback.

Partnership working has been an important part of the response and the SMT from Lanarkshire Division contribute 
to the Local Resilience Partnership, alongside leaders from key services, seeking to collectively tackle emerging 
problems.  We are proactive in our approach, for example, in support of pharmacies across North Lanarkshire we 
have contacted each one, offering additional crime prevention advice, asking them to be vigilant for our more 
vulnerable community members whilst increasing police visibility.  This proactivity is also reflected in our work with 
the Pan-Lanarkshire Drug Death Prevention Group, chaired by Police Scotland, where we seek to reduce the 
number of deaths in North Lanarkshire through effective collaborative working and problem solving.

There is no doubt that all of our services will be required to sustain their efforts and we must counter 
complacency.  Police Scotland’s Lanarkshire Division will continue to collectively contribute, in order to improve 
outcomes for all of our communities.
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Serious Violent Crime and Public Protection 

  

April 
2019 – 
March 
2020 

April 
2018 – 
March 
2019 

Victims % Change  

Total No Group1: Crimes of Violence  575 517 58 more +11.2% 

Murder 4 9 5 fewer -55.5% 

Attempted Murder  11 15 4 fewer -26.7% 

Serious Assault detection rate  71.6% 69.0%  +2.6% 

Serious Assault  289 287 2 more  +0.7% 

Robbery detection rate  76.4% 79.3%  -2.9% 

Robbery 110 82 28 more  +34.1% 

Common assault detection rate 10.4% 69.0%  +1.4% 

Common assault 3,869 3,734 135 more +3.6% 

Total Crimes and offences in domestic abuse 
incidents  

2,448 2,461  -0.5% 

Total crimes and offences in domestic abuse 
incidents detection rate  

65.2% 64.4%  +0.8% 

Number of Sexual Crimes 752 620 132 +21.3% 

Sexual Crimes detection rate  51.6% 70.5%  -18.9% 

Number of rapes 114 114 
same 
number 

0.0% 

Rape detection rate  42.1% 51.4%  -9.3% 

Number of statutory stop and searches conducted  4,036  

Number of positive statutory stop and searches 1,279  

Anti-social Behaviour and Hate Crime 

Number of complaints regarding disorder 13,844 14,494 650 fewer -4.5% 

Hate Crime and offences detection rate 67.1% 73.3%  -6.2% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief detection rate  26.7% 24.1%  +2.6% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief 3,159 3,500 341 fewer -9.7% 

Number of detections for Consuming Alcohol in a 
designated place (where appropriate byelaws exist) 

660 860  -23.2% 

Acquisitive Crime  

Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 
detection rate  

20.7% 20.2%  +0.5% 

Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 992 920 72 more +7.8% 

Theft by shoplifting detection rate  61.9% 61.9%  0.0% 

Theft by shoplifting  2,121 2,085 36 more +1.7% 

Road Safety  

People Killed 8 6 2 more +33.3% 

People Seriously injured 91 68 23 more +33.8% 
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People Slightly Injured  266 368 102 fewer -27.7% 

Children (aged<16) Killed 1 1 
same 
number 

0.0% 

Children (aged<16) Seriously Injured 13 8 5 more +62.5% 

Dangerous driving  143 171  -16.4% 

Speeding   994 632  +57.3% 

Disqualified driving  106 93  +14.0% 

Driving Licence 376 350  +7.4% 

Insurance  977 902  +8.3% 

Seat Belts 123 90  +36.7% 

Mobile Phone 102 95  +7.4% 

Serious Organised Crime and Drugs  

Number of detections for drugs supply, drugs 
productions, drugs cultivation 

249 250  -0.4% 

Public Confidence 

April 2019 – March 2020 

  

  

Number of Complaints 
about the Police 

Number of Complaints per 
10,000 Police Incidents 

Complaints received about the Police 
312 29.5 

  

  

On Duty 
Allegations 

Off Duty 
Allegations 

Quality of 
Service 
Allegation 

Total Number 
of  Allegations 

Total Allegations Recorded 431 0 110  541 

 


