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Introduction

The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 provides a framework for local scrutiny arrangements between 
Police Scotland, the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and the Local Authority. This report provides members of 
the North Lanarkshire Community Safety Partnership Forum with an update in respect of policing in North 
Lanarkshire and affords members an opportunity to consider how effectively police are working alongside 
partners to collectively improve local communities.  

Matters considered in this report include statistical information from Police Scotland regarding the council area to 
assess effectiveness of local policing plans in terms of priorities, performance and community engagement.

The format of this report is changed from previous submissions to try and be more visible and accessible.  We are 
happy to take feedback and evolve for future meetings.

We are pleased to have agreed a new Local Police Plan, summarised on the following page, which we be 
working to for the next three years.
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Local Police Plan on a Page
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Housebreaking

and Acquisitive Crime

Reducing the Harm
Caused by Substance

Misuse

Threats to public safety and 
wellbeing are resolved by a 

proactive and responsive police 
service

The needs of Lanarkshire’s 
communities are addressed 

through effective service delivery

Lanarkshire's communities and 
partners are engaged, involved 
and have confidence in policing
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Reducing Violence and Disorder

4 more murders than the 
same period last year

There have been four murders throughout this period, occurring
in Chapelhall, Airdrie, Wishaw and Newmains. Last year there was
one murder during this period. There was no link between the
crimes. All four crimes have been detected.

The detection rate for serious assaults in North Lanarkshire has
increased significantly by 14.8% to 91.5%, there has also been an
increase in the detection rate for common assault by almost 6.4%
to 76.5%. Crimes of violence remain a priority with significant
resource committed to their investigation. All reports are reviewed
and considerable efforts are made to bring the individuals
responsible justice whilst supporting those affected. Due to the
pandemic, the majority of crimes took place within a property or
garden.

Crimes of serious violence have decreased from the same period
last year (5 crimes) a change in recording means this figure now
includes 9 crimes recorded under the new Domestic Abuse
(Scotland) Act 2018. This Act enables officers to consider, record
and report abusive behaviours within relationships which would not

previously have been possible with the legislation available.

There were 9 more robberies or assaults with intent to rob this
period. Analytical work has shown that 31% of the crimes were
commercial/employee robberies. All reports are reviewed and
scrutinised so any emerging trends will be quickly identified and
tasked accordingly. Over 64% of these were detected.

There has been a 10.2% decrease in the number of common
assaults recorded (104 offences). 20.5% of these crimes (189
offences) relate to assaults against emergency workers
(predominantly police officers).

25% reduction in 
crimes of attempted 

murder (4 fewer)

Serious Assaults decreased 
by 21% (19 fewer)

Robbery & Assault with 
Intent to Rob increased 

by 9 offences
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Vandalism has fallen sharply, 
reducing by 16.5% 
(139 fewer crimes)

Complaints of disorder 
increased by 67.4%

(2,599 incidents) 

Detection rates for Vandalism 
& Malicious Mischief 
increased by 3.5%

Detection rates for Hate 
Crime remain high at 71.4% 
an increase of 0.4% These 

crimes are a priority.

Over the lockdown period Hartwood Hospital has become
a popular area for people ‘ghost hunting’ and as such has
attracted reports of anti-social behaviour. The increased
traffic was having a negative impact on the wellbeing of
the community. Lanarkshire Division worked closely with
the land owner, NLC, elected members and SFRS.
Additional patrols were carried out to advise the buildings
are not safe and to remind visitors of the COVID guidelines.
Through collaborative working, an exclusion order for the
land which is Hartwood Hospital came into effect in
August which will restrict access. The effect can already
be seen with a significant reduction in persons attending
at the site.

Lanarkshire Division have continued partnership working
with NLC to jointly tackle and, where necessary, enforce
legislation in respect of those committing anti-social
behaviour within our communities. Daily two-way
information sharing is carried out where either organisation
has information suggesting anti-social behaviour has
occurred. This proactive approach leads to warning notices
or eviction notices being served on individuals who
repeatedly fail to respect their neighbours and
communities. Joint visits have stopped during the pandemic
but will resume when restrictions allow.

There has been a significant increase in relation to
complaints of disorder 67.4% (2,599) this is due to the
pandemic and a new category of complaints being
reported by the community in relation to possible
breaches of COVID regulations.

Reducing Violence and Disorder
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Public Protection and Protecting People at Risk of Harm

8 additional Sexual Crimes 
were reported to Police (116 
relate to online activity and 

social media)

The Domestic Disclosure Scheme for 
Domestic Abuse Scotland  (DSDAS) is one 
of our most effective  tools in tackling 

domestic abuse in Scotland and could 
save someone’s life. The DSDAS gives 
people at risk of domestic abuse the 
information they need to make an 
informed decision on whether to 
continue in the relationship or not. It works 
in two ways: the right to ask and the 
power to tell.

The right to ask is open to anyone with 
concerns about a new partner’s abusive 
past or another person’s new partner.

The power to tell is when we receive 
information or intelligence about 
someone’s safety who might be at risk

The number of sexual crimes reported (8 additional offences) has
slightly increased compared to the same period last year with the
detection rate also increasing by 3.8%. This reflects a complex
landscape including increased confidence in reporting to the
police and a prevalence of cyber-enabled crimes, committed
online (52.9 % of the crimes refer to communications offences and
images). Such crimes are more commonly committed by younger
members of the community and, whilst it is anticipated this trend
will continue, continued efforts of all partners to educate
communities on the risks involved in such behaviours are required.

The number of rapes reported compared to previous period have
decreased (7 fewer). The detection rate has decreased from last
year to 52% however due to the protracted nature of this type of
enquiry the detection figure is fluid and is expected to rise.
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Lanarkshire Division is leading the way piloting one of the first Joint
Investigative Interview Team (JIIT) in Scotland. The team consists of

6 social workers and 6 police officers who work full time in this area.
The team has been trained jointly over 5 extensive modules
specialising in JII interview, pre and de-briefing. The team’s priority is
to ensure that the standard of interviewing children is of the highest
quality, is child-centred and creates the conditions for securing
best evidence from child victims and witnesses whilst also
minimising the trauma presented to the child victim. The pilot
began in in February 2020 and to date has carried out over 300
joint interviews, due to its success the model will be rolled out in all

areas within Police Scotland.



Lanarkshire’s Road Policing Officers continues to focus
upon driver behaviour, seeking to improve it through
education and enforcement. There has been no
focused campaigns in the period. The pandemic
resulted in a significant decrease in traffic on the roads
however there has been an increase in detections for
dangerous driving, speeding, disqualified driving and

insurance offences. The increased detections was due
to the increased capability of LPST and LPT due to
funding provided by partners.

There were no fatal road accidents within this period.
The number of people who were seriously injured as a
result of a road traffic collision decreased by 30.8%.
There were no children killed or seriously injured.

3.4% increase in detected 
speeding offences.

The Department of Transport agreed to adopt

temporary measures to assist drivers in complying with
the law during the COVID-19 pandemic. These
measures included a new regulation to extend the
expiry date of photo card driving licences for 7 months.
Car, van and or motorcycle’s MOT expiry dates were
also extended for 6 months however driver’s have to
ensure that their vehicle is roadworthy even though the
expiry date has been extended.

62.8% increase in detected 
dangerous driving offences

60.5% increase  in detected 
insurance offences.

Significant decrease of 57.4% 
in people slightly injured as a 
result of a road traffic collision 

.
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Tackling Housebreaking and Acquisitive Crime

Theft By Housebreaking has 
decreased significantly by 

22.7%.  

Theft by housebreaking crimes have seen a decrease during
this period. Despite commercial premises being closed
during the health pandemic, there was no significant rise in
the number of non dwelling housebreakings. Several care
homes were broken into throughout the Police Scotland
area, with Lanarkshire being targeted. Crime prevention
advice was offered to all care homes throughout Lanarkshire
with Safer Communities officers taking part in partnership
meetings and attending targeted homes for reassurance.

Theft By Shoplifting 
decreased by 36.2% 
and detection rates 
have increased by 

30.7% throughout the 
period.

In May 2020, following extensive enquiry Motherwell officers
identified two males from the Birmingham area as being
responsible for a number of high value housebreakings to
Currys/PC World throughout the country. The two males
were reported for four cases within the Lanarkshire area.

In May 2020, Cumbernauld officers responded to the report
from a vulnerable 68 year female who repeatedly reported
her prescribed medication either lost or stolen. Through
diligent enquires a 45 yr old male was arrested.

There has been a significant drop in shoplifting during the
period (36.2%) and a increase in detections (30.7%), this is due
a number of shops being closed and supermarkets limiting
the number of people coming into the stores.

.
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Reducing Harm Caused by Substance Misuse

A total of £566,839 worth of 

cash and criminal assets 
have been seized under the 

Proceeds of Crime Act 
(POCA).

Detection rates for Drug 
Supply, Drug Productions 
and Drug Cultivations has 
increased significantly by 

14.3%.

In April 2020, Motherwell officers executed a drugs warrant
in the Wishaw area and recovered over 200 cannabis
plants, valued at £108,000. A 39 year old male was
arrested.

In May 2020, Airdrie officers executed a drugs warrant in the
Coatbridge area and recovered 6kg of Cocaine and 62g
of Herbal Cannabis, valued at £260,000. A male was
arrested for being concerned in the supply of controlled
drugs.

In May 2020, Bellshill officers executed a drugs warrant in
the Uddingston area and recovered 6kg of cannabis

and 120g of cocaine, valued at £25,000. A 25 year old
male was arrested.

In June 2020, Coatbridge officers carried out a routine stop
of a motor vehicle and recovered a quantity of cannabis
and numerous offensive weapons. A 20 year old male and
21 year old male were arrested for being concerned in the
supply of controlled drugs, offensive weapons and traffic
offences.

9
OFFICIAL

In April 2020, Airdrie officers executed drugs and firearms
warrants in the Craigneuk area and recovered 9000 Valium
tablets, a shotgun and gas powered gun. A 41 year old
male was arrested.



Public Confidence & Local Engagement

Social media continues to be utilised by Lanarkshire Division to highlight
local policing activities, promote community safety and update the
community on good work carried out by our officers. A new social media
video was launched in August, detailing some of the work we carried out in
June and July. Twitter is actively being used to support ongoing Operations
with the Community Policing Team Inspectors providing updates on
ongoing initiatives and successes in their area.

Public Confidence (April 2020 – June 2020)

No. of Complaints about Police 83

Ratio (Complaints : 10000 Incidents) 30.1

Total Allegations Recorded 148

- On Duty

- Off Duty

- Quality of Service

48

100

0

All Police Scotland updates throughout the COVID-19 pandemic have been
shared with partners and NLC. These included messages on the impact of
COVID-19 on disabled communities and hate crime. BSL and Easy Read
versions were made available.

In June 2020 a Multi agency meeting took place involving Cumbernauld
officers, SFRS, NLC Environmental Services , Sanctuary Housing , Elected
Members to address the fire risk to residents living at the dwelling flats
situated in Millcroft Rd, Carbrain due to continued fly tipping and discarded
household waste in communal areas. A 5 point action plan was devised,
work is ongoing to tackle this community issue. The initial steps taken to
undertake leaflet drops to educate and outlining the dangers to
residents as well as a Community Meeting.

During lockdown, we were aware that more of the community were online
than ever. The potential for online risk-taking and offending had increased
and this included sharing or threatening to share intimate images. Video
messages to highlight the issue were shared via social media and various
partners also promoted the campaign.
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Public Health Emergency – The Policing Response

In the midst of a national public health emergency, it would be remiss of us not to provide some update on the 
policing response.

Police Scotland has responded both nationally, and locally to the emergency, with our focus being to support 
the national effort to combat coronavirus.  To maximise safety across North Lanarkshire our policies have 
focussed on increasing visibility within communities, seeking to ensure compliance with the regulations by 
adopting the approach of the ‘4 E’s’; Engage, Explain, Encourage and finally, where all other options have been 
excluded, Enforce.  We are fortunate that the vast majority of people across North Lanarkshire have complied 
with what is being asked of them.  We have ensured that officers are deployed at peak periods in many of the 
sites which naturally attract people to them but we continue to face challenges around localised issues such as 
inconsiderate parking at Tinto Hill for example.  We are working closely with the council to address these issues as 
they arise.

At a strategic level the Divisional Senior Management Team (SMT) have sought to ensure that members of North 
Lanarkshire Council and our elected representatives are sighted on the demand the situation is placing on 
policing and feedback any experiences, positive or otherwise, of policing within their communities.   To enable 
this we have instigated regular teleconferences with the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council and the chair 
of the Community Safety Partnership Forum.  Additionally, our Local Area Commanders continue to speak to 
councillors on a regular basis as well as participating in the monthly ‘virtual surgery’ which enables elected 
members to ‘drop in’ and pose questions, or provide feedback.  These have been particularly popular and have 
actually improved our accessibility to elected members who could not always have physically attended surgeries 
previously.

Partnership working has been an important part of the response and the SMT from Lanarkshire Division contribute 
to the Local Resilience Partnership, alongside leaders from key services, seeking to collectively tackle emerging 
problems.  We are proactive in our approach and this is reflected in our work with the Pan-Lanarkshire Drug Death 

Prevention Group, chaired by Police Scotland, where we seek to reduce the number of deaths in North 
Lanarkshire through effective collaborative working and problem solving.

There is no doubt that all of our services will be required to sustain their efforts and we must counter 
complacency.  Police Scotland’s Lanarkshire Division will continue to collectively contribute, in order to improve 
outcomes for all of our communities.
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Serious Violent Crime and Public Protection 

  

April 
2020 
– Jun 
2020 

April 
2019 – 
Jun 
2019 

Victims % Change  

Total No Group1: Crimes of Violence  149 154 5 fewer -3.2% 

Murder 4 1 3 more +300.0% 

Attempted Murder  3 4 1 fewer -25.0% 

Serious Assault detection rate  91.5% 76.7%  +14.8% 

Serious Assault  71 90 19 
fewer -21.1% 

Robbery detection rate  64.3% 94.7%  -30.4% 

Robbery 28 19 9 more +47.4% 

Common assault detection rate 76.5% 70.2%  +6.3% 

Common assault 920 1,024 104 
fewer -10.2% 

Total Crimes and offences in domestic abuse 
incidents  618 605  +2.1% 

Total crimes and offences in domestic abuse 
incidents detection rate  76.2% 64.8%  +11.4% 

Number of Sexual Crimes 218 210 8 more +3.8% 

Sexual Crimes detection rate  45.9% 42.4%  +3.5% 

Number of rapes 25 32 7 
fewer -21.9% 

Rape detection rate  52.0% 62.5%  -10.5% 

Number of statutory stop and searches conducted  819  

Number of positive statutory stop and searches 325  

Anti-social Behaviour and Hate Crime 

Number of complaints regarding disorder 6,453 3,854 2599 
more +67.4% 

Hate Crime and offences detection rate 71.4% 71.0%  +0.4% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief detection rate  28.6% 25.1%  +3.5% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief 704 843 139 
fewer -16.5% 

Number of detections for Consuming Alcohol in a 
designated place (where appropriate byelaws 
exist) 

287 207  +38.6% 

Acquisitive Crime  
Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 
detection rate  22.2% 24.7%   -2.5% 

Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 194 251 57 fewer -22.7% 

Theft by shoplifting detection rate  87.2% 56.5%  +30.7% 

Theft by shoplifting  345 542 197 
fewer -36.2% 
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Road Safety  
People Killed 0 1 1 fewer -100.0% 

People Seriously injured 9 13 4 fewer -30.8% 

People Slightly Injured  26 61 35 fewer -57.4% 

Children (aged<16) Killed 0 0 None - 

Children (aged<16) Seriously Injured 0 1 1 fewer -100.0% 

Dangerous driving  70 43  +62.8% 

Speeding   369 357  +3.4% 

Disqualified driving  36 34  +5.9% 

Driving Licence 122 113  +8.0% 

Insurance  411 256  +60.5% 

Seat Belts 26 43  -39.5% 

Mobile Phone 31 35  -11.4% 
Serious Organised Crime and Drugs 

Number of detections for drugs supply, drugs 
productions, drugs cultivation 64 56  +14.3% 

Public Confidence 

April 2020 – June 2020 

  

  

Number of Complaints 
about the Police 

Number of Complaints 
per 10,000 Police 
Incidents 

Complaints received about the Police 83 30.1 

  

  

On Duty 
Allegations 

Off Duty 
Allegations 

Quality of 
Service 
Allegation 

Total 
Number of  
Allegations 

Total Allegations Recorded 48 100 0 148 

 


