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I 

Introduction 

At the present time, Regional and District Councils have a duty to carry out a range of statutory functions 
which requires scientific support from a suitably qualified Public Analyst. To date, local authorities throughout 
central Scotland have availed themselves of a full range of scientific services, provided by Strathclyde 
Regional Council's Regional Chemist/Public Analyst/Agricultural Analyst, to full UK and EEC Accreditation 
Standards. The proposed disaggregation of the Regional Council resulted in this issue being considered by 
Leaders of the new unitary authorities and a Working Group led by the City of Glasgow Council within whose 
boundary the laboratory premises is situated. 

Outcome 

As a result of these deliberations, the following principles have been agreed as the basis upon which the 
services of the Regional Chemist/Public Analyst can best be retained:- 

The analytical service, including staff, accommodation, etc resources will not be disaggregated 
to individual unitary authorities, thus retaining the breadth of professional expertise, the 
economic viability and the national accreditation status. 

The City of Glasgow Council will act as host authority to the provision of this service and also 
the Metrology Laboratory currently operated by the Department of Consumer and Trading 
Standards. 

The analytical service will be managed on a day-to-day basis by Glasgow City Council but the 
proposed establishment of a suitably constituted Steering Group should ensure that the views 
and policies of unitary authorities are clearly represented. 

The Water Authority has intimated an interest in occupying a proportion of Calston Laboratory 
on a leased basis, which directly assists the economic viability of this proposal. 

Conclusion 

The nature of the range of services provided by the Regional Chemist/Public Analyst, to ever-increasing UK 
and European standards, prevents the disaggregation of this function for a number of reasons, not least of 
which is economic viability. To provide professional support to unitary authorities in the performance of their 
statutory duties and indeed in many non-statutory areas and functions, the retention of the service, including 
the laboratory, staff, etc in i ts entirety, has been considered imperative. This basic principle has been 
achieved, albeit that the City of Glasgow Council is required to act as host authority, with unitary authorities 
being represented on a Steering Group to influence relevant policy and management issues. 
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2. 

Recommendation 

At this juncture, it would be appropriate:- 

0 To note the terms of this report as it relates to the continuing provision of the services of Public 
Analyst/Agricultural Analyst and also the services of the Metrology Laboratory. 

To confirm representation on the existing Working Party or proposed Steering Group at member 
and/or officer level as appropriate. 

To instruct the Director of Environmental Services to report at a later date on the principal issues 
which affect North Lanarkshire Council. 

70 




