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Subject LARRMAC ACCREDITATION OF 
WEST OF SCOTLAND 
ENVl RONMENTAL RADIATION 
MONITORING SCHEME (WSERMS) 

~~ ~ __ _ _ ~  __ 

FROM: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
S E RVI CE S r 

Introduction 

Since the Chernobyl incident in the former Soviet Union, which affected the majority of Western European 
countries, a number of initiatives have been taken to establish levels of radioactivity within our environment. 
One such initiative is the Local Authorities Radiation and Radioactivity Monitoring Advice and Collation 
Centre (LARR,MAC), suitably accredited which provides appropriate support for sampling and analysis in 
connection with radioactivity monitoring. This systematic monitoring programme is carried out by 
Environmental Health Officers, acting as representatives/authorised sampling officers of the existing District 
Councils, who are members of the West of Scotland Environmental Radiation Monitoring Scheme (WSERMS). 

Proposal 

The demise of the existing District Councils effectively nullifies membership of the WSERMS scheme and also 
theoretically removes the existence of LARRMAC. To ensure that the new unitary authority is capable of 
participating in the systematic monitoring programme relating to radioactivity levels within the environment 
after April 1996, it is necessary to consider this issue now. This would allow progress to  be made on re- 
negotiating the joint LARRMAC membership and also the identification of cost implications from the 
continuing provision of this service by the Regional Chemist in his role os WSERMS Technical Manager. 

Recommendation 

In view of the identified need to continue to provide an accredited environmental radiation monitoring 
programme, I would recommend that the Council:- 

e Confirms its commitment in principle to a structured radiation monitoring programme. 

e Authorities the Director of Environmental Services to re-negotiate the terms of membership of 
LARRMACWSERMS as it would apply to  the new unitary authority. 
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