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Dear Sir 

KlMO MEMBERSHIP 

I am writing on behalf of the KlMO International Board and of KlMO UK members to advise 
you about our organisations and to ask your Authority to consider membership. 

KlMO is an international association of Local Authorities and associated organisations 
which was formally founded in Esbjerg, Denmark, in August 1990 to work towards cleaning 
up pollution in the North Sea. The idea for the organisation originally came from Vagsoy 
Kommune in Norway. Vagsoy had been concerned since 1985 about the proposals for 
further nuclear fuel reprocessing at Dounreay, which they saw as a threat to their fishing 
industry. The wide spread seal deaths in the North Sea in 1988 and the spread of toxic 
algae bloom up the west coast of Norway in the same year brought home to them that the 
threats to marine life in the North Sea extended well beyond radioactive discharges. 

They also realised that any action taken to clean up the North Sea could only be effective if 
it was co-ordinated on an international basis and decided to contact some other local 
authorities to form a nucleus of an international group. The other founder members - 
Shetland Islands Council, Grampian Regional Council and Esbjerg City Council were 
selected - at that time - on the basis that they shared with Vagsoy a common interest in 
protecting their fishing industries. From this modest localised start KlMO has grown in size 
in terms of its aims and objectives. It now has 88 members in the UK, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Faeroes and The Netherlands with associate members in Germany. Since that 
time it has expanded its remit to include the North Atlantic, Northern Arctic and Irish Seas. 
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“KIMO’s primary objective is the cleaning up of the existing pollution in Northern Seas and 
coastal waters, of preventing future pollution and of working to preserve and enhhce them 
and to leave them in a fit and healthy state for the well-being of future generations.” 

Since its inauguration in 1990 KlMO has developed into a strong organisation representing 
Local Authorities interests on marine environmental issues. It is increasingly being 
consulted by governments, non - government - organisations (NGO’s) and industry for its 
views and comments. It has recently submitted its views to the Department of Trade and 
Industry on Guidelines for Decommissioning Oil Installations and is a consultee to the 
Department of Transport on new proposals for Port Waste Reception Facilities to try and 
reduce illegal discharges at sea. 

KlMO achieved observer status as a NGO alongside other major organisations such as: 
RSPB, WVVF and Greenpeace, at the recent 4th North Sea Conference of Environment 
Ministers in Esbjerg. This was the first time that Local Authorities were represented in the 
North Sea Conference process. More recently it has been accepted as a NGO observer on 
the Committee of North Sea Senior Officials whose remit it is to implement and monitor 
progress on the decisions made by the Ministers in the Esbjerg Declaration. 

The development of a strong voice representing the environmental concerns of Local 
Authorities in the UK and abroad is of particular importance with the arrival of the new 
Scottish Water Boards and Scottish Environmental Protection Agency. The removal of 
powers from Local Authorities has already been graphically illustrated in England and 
Wales after the privatisation of Water Authorities south of the border and there is concern 
amongst our English colleagues about the impact of the new Environmental Agency. 

Sweeping the shores of many countries, Northern Seas are by their very nature a shared 
resource. The damage to Northern Seas comes in many different forms and from diverse 
sources and not necessarily just from coastal areas. Although not immediately apparent, 
our daily lives can be affected by these activities. This is why the factors affecting Northern 
Seas are of prime importance to us all wherever we live. 

As an organisation, KlMO in partnership with other organisations, can make a difference 
and we would ask your Council to assist us in our objectives by becoming an active 
mem ber. 

I have enclosed some additional background material about KlMO for your consideration but 
should you have any further enquiries please contact me or the Councillors and Officials on 
the enclosed list from our current membership. 

Yours sincerely 

Rick Nickerson 
Secretariat 
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