


21 
--_-- DOUNREAY - THE REAL FACTS 
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Various minority groups along with Greenpeace and Friends of the Earth have been 
instrumenkd, recently, in launching a so-called referendum in Caithness on the continuance of 
reprocessing at  Dounreay. A snap opinion poll of this kind was an entirely inappropriate way to consider 
an activity which has been well established over 30 years and is very tightly regulated to international 
standards with no danger to the workforce or the public of Caithness. 
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Those who orgmsed the recent “referendum” ignored the views of elected Coundors  and the 
Member of Parliament for Caithness and Sutherland and consulted with no-one in the 
community, holding no public meetings on the subject! 

I t  would appear that certain groups along with Greenpeace and Friends of the Earth want 
Dounreay to stop reprocessing research reactor fuel which has been carried out successfully 
for 30 years safely in Caithness. 

Dounreay is the world leader in the reprocessing of various research reactor fuels and has the 
general support of the community of Caithness. 

Research reactors help to make medical isotopes as well as being used in research These 
isotopes are used to diagnose and treat serious illnesses like cancer and to save lives. By 
reprocessing research reactor fuel Dounreay is helping to support health m e  throughout 
Europe. 

Reprocessing as  a whole at Dounreay provides 400 direct jobs overall This in turn sustains 
many more jobs in the Caithness community which as you fully appreciate are critical to such a 
rural area as this. 

The work of the Nuclear Industry in Caithness puts f30/€40 million a year into the Caithness 
economy alone - with more through local contractors such as hotels, taxis, engineering 
companies, etc. 

All nuclear operations in Caithness (both at Dounreay and Vulcan) are care!kUy monitored to 
ensure safety and security by the U.K. Nuclear Installations Inspectorate, Her Majesty’s 
Industrial Pollution Lnspectorate, The European Union and The Lnternational Atomic Energy 
Authority. 

Caithness District Council consider the health and safety of employees and the community a s  a 
top priority. The incidence of deaths from cancer in Caithness is below that for the industry 
as a whole which in turn is well below the national average. 

The nuclear industry’s record in transporting nuclear materials is excellent. It has been 
carried out at Dounreay for over 30 years without causing any radioactive hazard to the 
employees or the public. 

Dounreay contracts, guaranteed by the Government, state that radioactive waste from any 
reprocessing will be returned to its customers within 25 years thus proving Dounreay will not 
become a nuclear dumping ground. 

A plant needed to solidLfy waste in order tha t  it can be returned to the customer safely has 
been constructed and is behg brought into operation presently. 

The nuclear industry has been with us in Caithness for the past 40 years and has caused no 
problems to the workforce or the Caithness/Sutherland or Northern Isles communities. 

Between Dounreay and the adjacent Vulcan Nuclear Navy Base some 3,000 direct jobs were 
enjoyed by people in the North including the Lslands. 






