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Introduction

The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 provides a framework for local scrutiny arrangements between 
Police Scotland, the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and the Local Authority. This report provides members of 
the North Lanarkshire Community Safety Partnership Forum with an update in respect of policing in North 

Lanarkshire and affords members an opportunity to consider how effectively police are working alongside 
partners to collectively improve local communities.  

Matters considered in this report include statistical information from Police Scotland regarding the council area to 
assess effectiveness of local policing plans in terms of priorities, performance and community engagement.

It is important to reiterate that whilst this report enables an overview of policing activity across Lanarkshire, it is 
only a snapshot and can not fully portray the complexity of policing in its broadest sense.  Much of our daily 
activity is focussed on improving the wellbeing of our communities as well as dealing with crime in the traditional 
sense.  For example, in September alone, we dedicated over 2,600 officer hours searching for and locating 178 
missing people across Lanarkshire.  Many of these investigations crossed local and national borders and safely 
finding missing people places significant demand on the division.   We also responded to hundreds of reports 
raising concern for friends and relatives and undertook over 400 visits to licensed premises in September, 
proactively seeking to both support our local businesses whilst ensuring compliance with current COVID 19 
regulations.

This complex tapestry of demand makes representation in such reports challenging, and to try and overcome this 
we are increasingly seeking to engage with the public and portray the array of roles the police undertake 
through a number of means, including via social media.  However, it is critically important that we are 
accountable as a service, and should the committee require the inclusion of further information or data we will 
seek to enable that.

Finally, it is important to recognise that whilst we see some welcome reduction in our crimes and offences we are 
not complacent.  There is not doubt that some of this is down to our tenacity and proactivity, however it is also 
influenced by restrictions and regulations made necessary by COVID 19.  As such, whilst we are pleased to see 
reductions where they have occurred, we will remain vigilant as our communities journey towards a new 
normality.
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Reducing Violence and Disorder

2 more murders than the 
same period last year

There have been five murders during this period, occurring in
Chapelhall, Airdrie, Wishaw, Newmains and Coatbridge. These
crime are not linked and have all been detected.

The detection rate for serious assaults in North Lanarkshire has
increased significantly by 18.4% to 92.5%. there has also been an
increase in the detection rate for common assault by almost 3.2%
to 76.5%. Crimes of violence remain a priority with significant
resource committed to their investigation. All reports are
reviewed and considerable efforts are made to bring the
individuals responsible to justice whilst supporting those affected.

Crimes of serious violence have decreased from the same period
last year (25 fewer crimes). This figure includes 29 crimes recorded
under the Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018.

There were 5 fewer robberies and assaults with intent to rob this
period with over 72% of robberies being detected. Analytical
work has shown that 41% of the crimes occurred within residential
properties whilst 9% related to commercial premises. All reports

are reviewed and scrutinised so any emerging trends are quickly
identified and tasked for action accordingly.

There has been a 2.5% decrease in the number of common
assaults recorded (49 fewer offences). However, 22.5% of these
crimes (431 offences) relate to assaults against emergency

workers (predominantly police officers).

8.4% reduction in 
crimes of violence

Serious Assaults decreased 
by 17.9% (29 fewer)

Robbery & Assault with 
Intent to Rob decreased 

by 10.2%
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Vandalism has fallen, 
reducing by 11.7% 
(186 fewer crimes)

Complaints of disorder 
increased by 42.2%

(3,230 incidents) 

Detection rates for Vandalism 
& Malicious Mischief 
increased by 3.5%

Detection rates for Hate 
Crime remain high at 71.4% -

an increase of 0.4%

In Lanarkshire Division 64.1% of hate crimes involve a racist
element followed by 28.9% involving a homophobic
element. Hate crime has no place in our communities
and Lanarkshire Division continues to work with partners in
relation to identifying those involved and tackling hate

crime. The majority of hate crimes reported to police are
offences directed at police officers, followed by
neighbour disputes and then customers abusing retail
staff.

Lanarkshire Division and NLC continue to work in
partnership to tackle and enforce legislation targeting
those committing anti-social behaviour within our
communities. Daily two-way information sharing is carried
out where either organisation has information suggesting
anti-social behaviour has occurred. Lanarkshire Division
and NLC ASB staff have recently resumed joint visits with
particular emphasis being on dwellings who flout Covid
Regulations.

There has been a significant increase in relation to

complaints of disorder 42.4% (3,230 more). This is due to a
change in recording practices in response to the
pandemic and complaints being reported by the
community in relation to possible breaches of COVID
regulations. Analysis shows this is accountable for the
rise.

Reducing Violence and Disorder
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Public Protection and Protecting People at Risk of Harm

52  additional Sexual Crimes 
were reported to Police (201 
relate to online activity and 

social media) Updated

The number of sexual crimes reported (52 additional offences) has
increased compared to the same period last year. This reflects a

complex landscape including increased confidence in reporting
to the police and a prevalence of cyber-enabled crimes
committed online (44.3% of the crimes refer to communications
offences and the sharing of intimate images).

The number of rapes reported compared to previous period have
decreased (4 fewer). The detection rate has decreased from last
year to 34.9% however due to the protracted nature of this type of
enquiry the detection figure is fluid and is expected to rise. Over
65% of the rapes reported in this period refer to non-recent crimes
(crimes committed over 12 months ago) which reflects the
increasing public confidence in reporting such matters.

OFFICIAL
6

Domestic Abuse is a priority in Lanarkshire Division and we
recognise the impact lockdown can have on victims and their
families. There has been a 4.8% increase in domestic abuse
offences and a 3.2% increase in detections in this area. Analysis
shows that over 75% of crimes related to domestic breach of bail,
and this reflects the proactivity of officers enforcing this area. In
October, Lanarkshire Division held a live, online question and
answer session with officers from Lanarkshire Domestic Abuse
Investigation Unit and ASSIST, which is a domestic abuse
advocacy support service, focused on reducing risk to, and

improving the safety of victims of domestic abuse. This event was
positively received and further events will be scheduled in coming
months. The event had a social media reach of over 100,000
people and a number of people commented positively on their
experience of reporting abuse to the police.

4.8% increase in crimes and 
offences in domestic abuse 

incidents

3.2% increase in 
detections rate for 

crimes and offences in 
domestic abuse 

incidents.



Officers in Lanarkshire continue to focus upon driver
behaviour, seeking to improve it through education and
enforcement. The pandemic resulted in a significant
decrease in vehicles on the roads, however, there has
been an increase in detections for dangerous driving,

speeding, disqualified driving and insurance offences.
Some of the increased detections can be attributed to
officers now having handheld mobile devices which
facilitate more efficient access to driver and vehicle data.

All categories of injury in road accidents in North Lanarkshire
have decreased as follows:

• 33.3% fewer people killed
• 18.8% fewer people seriously injured
• 70.9% fewer people slightly injured

• 37.5% fewer children seriously injured

2.9% increase in detected 
speeding offences.

In October 2019, new drug driving legislation was
introduced which allows roadside drug driving tests for 17
different drug types. Since its introduction Lanarkshire
officers have obtained 392 positive roadside tests. As
evidential results come back, drivers found to be over the
prescribed limits are reported for prosecution. Similarly to
drink driving, the new offence carries a mandatory 12
month driving disqualification upon conviction. This will

contribute to making the roads safer for all. The legislation
will also provide another tool to disrupt the criminal fraternity
who often drive whilst under the influence of controlled
drugs.

58.5% increase in detected 
dangerous driving offences

50.9% increase  in detected 
insurance offences.

Significant decrease of 70.9% 
in people slightly injured as a 
result of a road traffic collision 

.
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Tackling Housebreaking and Acquisitive Crime

Theft By Housebreaking has 

decreased significantly by 
16.6%.  

Theft by housebreaking crimes have seen a decrease
during this period. Analytical work shows there has been in
a decrease in all categories of housebreaking other than
non-dwellings e.g. sheds, with a particular focus on bike
thefts. Lanarkshire Division has been working with partners
in Enterprise and Communities in NLC and have received
funding for ‘bike marking kits’ to help deter thefts or aid
recovery and return to their owners. There will be an event
held in each of the Community Board areas and kits will be
available to all residents in North Lanarkshire. Planned
events have been deferred until restrictions allow.

Theft By Shoplifting 
decreased by 35.6% 
and detection rates 
have increased by 

16.8% throughout the 
period.

In September 2020, Cumbernauld officers responded to a
report of an 80 year old male being the victim of bogus
workmen. Through diligent enquires two males, aged 52
and 58 years, were arrested.

In June 2020, Wishaw officers responded to the report of a
housebreaking and, following extensive enquiries, two males
have been arrested for a variety of offences including theft
by house breaking and reset across the central belt. Seven
quad bikes valued at £27,000 were recovered.

There has been a significant drop in shoplifting during the
period (35.6%) and a increase in detections (16.8%), this is
due to a number of shops being closed and supermarkets
limiting the number of people coming into the stores.

.
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In September 2020, Coatbridge officers executed a search
warrant in relation to stolen goods. Four males who had
been in the process of breaking the vehicles down, were
arrested for reset in relation to the handling of stolen
motorbikes.



Reducing Harm Caused by Substance Misuse

A total of £1,200.000 worth of 
cash and criminal assets 

have been seized under the 
Proceeds of Crime Act 

(POCA).

Detection rates for Drug 
Supply, Drug Productions 

and Drug Cultivations have 
increased by 5.1%.

In July 2020, Airdrie officers carried out a routine stop of a
motor vehicle and recovered a significant quantity of heroin,
cocaine and cannabis. An 18 year old male was arrested for
being concerned in the supply of controlled drugs.

In August 2020, Cumbernauld officers executed a drugs
warrant in the Abronhill area and recovered a quantity of
heroin and valium. A 33 year old female and a 45 year male
were arrested for being concerned in the supply of
controlled drugs.

In September 2020, Motherwell officers executed a drugs
warrant in the Bellshill area and recovered a cultivation
containing 386 cannabis plants. A 31 year old male was
arrested.

In September 2020, Cumbernauld officers searched a
suspect male under the Misuse of Drugs Act and recovered
a quantity of cocaine. A 19 year old male was arrested for
being concerned in the supply of controlled drugs and a
quantity of cash seized under the Proceeds of Crime Act.
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In July 2020, Serious and Organised Crime officers executed
a drugs warrant in the Bargeddie area and recovered over
1 million etizolam tablets. Enquiries are ongoing to trace the
suspect.

In September 2020, Bellshill officers executed a drugs
warrant in the Viewpark area and recovered a quantity of
heroin, and ecstasy. A 23 year old male was arrested for
being concerned in the supply of controlled drugs and a
quantity of cash was seized under the Proceeds of Crime
Act.

Lanarkshire Division continue to work 
collaboratively with the strategically focussed 

Drug Death Prevention Group with fewer 
suspected Drug Related Deaths being recorded 

this year.



Public Confidence & Local Engagement

Over the past 3 months, Lanarkshire Division has been developing and
creating innovative ways to engage with our communities. One such
method is through our social media content. We have delivered engaging

and informative monthly divisional update videos to share and celebrate all
the excellent work that our officers and staff are doing to make a positive
impact within the communities of Lanarkshire. Since July, these videos have
received over 23,000 views and we have been able to reach over 60,000
people. It has also allowed us to share and promote the valued work of our
partners. Since inception, this content has been promoted nationally by the
Scottish Government Justice Communications team and the Cabinet
Secretary for Justice who have recognised the excellent work being done in
Lanarkshire, particularly during the current COVID 19 pandemic.

Public Confidence (April 2020 – Sept 2020)

No. of Complaints about Police 182

Ratio (Complaints : 10000 Incidents) 33.4

Total Allegations Recorded 353

- On Duty

- Off Duty

- Quality of Service

274

0

79

In recent months Lanarkshire Division has been working with partners in NLC
Community and Learning Development supporting their outdoor based
youth work which provides provision to the most vulnerable young people
coming out of lockdown. Through engagement and tackling locations of

concern priority groups have been identified and youth work staff have
been liaising with the local community police who attend and support them
at events such as the Saturday Night Project and Street Soccer.

The Police Scotland Survey ‘Your Police 2020 – 21’ is currently live and allows
the community to have their say about how their community is policed. This
survey is a platform for you to give us your views and opinions during these
challenging times, and beyond. Lanarkshire Division has had the highest
uptake completing the survey to date in Scotland. We would encourage
more input though from our seldom heard communities.
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Public Health Emergency – The Policing Response

In respect of our response to the COVID 19 public health emergency, we continue to work collaboratively with 
our partners across the Local Resilience Partnership to encourage compliance with regulations, support our 
communities and consider our approach towards recovery.

Whilst the overwhelming majority of our communities have shown real grit and have complied with the 
regulations, it has been necessary to respond to reports of non-compliance.  In many instances this has been 
dealt with by explaining the regulations and encouraging compliance.  However, there have been reports where 
due to the flagrant breach of regulations it has been necessary to take enforcement action.  In most instances 
these breaches are not the ‘wild parties’ as reported by many, but instead small gatherings in houses with 
individuals choosing to find excuses to try and justify their personal breaches, putting everyone at risk.  When such 
activity occurs frequently it can impact significantly on our communities and we are committed to tackling it.

Whilst there have been challenges, there has also been some real learning and evolution as a result of COVID 19.  
Whilst traditionally we often sought to engage with our elected representatives at physical locations, the 
introduction of ‘virtual surgeries’ online has seen an increase in attendance, allowing us all to exchange 

information more readily.  As such, it is likely we will maintain this approach going forward and we are now 
scoping the possibility of extending it to our MPs and MSPs.

There is no doubt this year has tested everyone’s resilience, whether personally, professionally or both.  However it 
has undoubtedly strengthened the cohesion of our partnerships, drawing us together with a common goal.  We 
believe the Local Resilience Partnership has worked well but we are acutely aware of the risks of concurrent 
demands we may face in the coming months e.g. Brexit, severe weather instances, flooding etc. which will 

require us to work harder than ever.  We are grateful for the collective endeavour and will continue to contribute, 
in order to improve outcomes for all of our communities.
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Serious Violent Crime and Public Protection 

  

April 
2020 – 
Sept 
2020 

April 
2019 
–Sept 
2019 

Victims 
% 

Change 

Total No Group1: Crimes of Violence  274 299 
25 

fewer 
-8.4 % 

Murder 5 3 2 more +66.7% 

Attempted Murder  8 7 1 more +14.3% 

Serious Assault detection rate  92.5% 74.1%  +18.4% 

Serious Assault  133 162 
29 

fewer 
-17.9% 

Robbery detection rate  72.7% 81.6%  -8.9% 

Robbery 44 49 
5 

fewer 
-10.2% 

Common assault detection rate 74.1% 70.9%  +3.2% 

Common assault 1,911 1,960 
49 

fewer 
-2.5% 

Total Crimes and offences in domestic abuse 
incidents  

1,318 1,258  +4.8% 

Total crimes and offences in domestic abuse 
incidents detection rate  

69.7% 66.5%  +3.2% 

Number of Sexual Crimes 453 401 
52 

more 
+13.0% 

Sexual Crimes detection rate  43.0% 46.4%  -3.4% 

Number of rapes 63 67 
4 

fewer 
-5.9% 

Rape detection rate  34.9% 58.2%  -23.3% 

Number of statutory stop and searches conducted  2,164  

Number of positive statutory stop and searches 717  

Anti-social Behaviour and Hate Crime 

Number of complaints regarding disorder 10,884 7,654 
3,230 
more 

+42.2% 

Hate Crime and offences detection rate 76.4% 66.0%  +10.4% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief detection rate  27.3% 26.6%  +0.7% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief 1,409 1,595 
186 

fewer 
-11.7% 

Number of detections for Consuming Alcohol in a 
designated place (where appropriate byelaws exist) 

566 449  +26.1% 

Acquisitive Crime 

Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 
detection rate  

21.6% 19.8%  +1.8% 

Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 408 489 
81 

fewer 
-16.6% 

Theft by shoplifting detection rate  76.7% 59.9%  +16.8% 
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Theft by shoplifting  652 1,012 
360 

fewer 
-35.6% 

Road Safety 

People Killed 2 3 1 fewer -33.3% 

People Seriously injured 39 48 9 fewer -18.8% 

People Slightly Injured  57 196 139 -70.9% 

Children (aged<16) Killed 0 0 None - 

Children (aged<16) Seriously Injured 5 8 3 fewer -37.5% 

Dangerous driving  130 82  +58.5% 

Speeding   712 692  +2.9% 

Disqualified driving  76 62  +22.6% 

Driving Licence 241 217  +11.1% 

Insurance  768 509  +50.9% 

Seat Belts 42 79  -46.8% 

Mobile Phone 63 55  +14.5% 

Serious Organised Crime and Drugs  

Number of detections for drugs supply, drugs 
productions, drugs cultivation 

143 136  +5.1% 

Public Confidence 

April 2020 – September 2020 

  

  

Number of Complaints 
about the Police 

Number of Complaints 
per 10,000 Police 
Incidents 

Complaints received about the Police 
182 33.4 

  

  

On Duty 
Allegations 

Off Duty 
Allegations 

Quality of 
Service 
Allegation 

Total 
Number of  
Allegations 

Total Allegations Recorded 274 0 79 353 

 


