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Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of this report is to update members regarding the decision by Historic 
Environment Scotland to designate the Viewpark Garden Gateway at Viewpark Gardens, 
New Edinburgh Road, Viewpark, Uddingston as a Category C Listed building. The 
protected status of the structure came into effect from 14 th November 2020 under Section 
1 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 
 

Recommendations 

 
It is recommended that members note the decision by Historic Environment Scotland to  
designate the Viewpark Garden Gateway at Viewpark Gardens, New Edinburgh Road, 
Viewpark, Uddingston as a Category C Listed building. 
 
 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 

Priority  Improve economic opportunities and outcomes 

Ambition statement (4) Market and promote North Lanarkshire as the place to live, 
learn, work, invest, and visit 



1. Background 
 
1.1 A request to have the structure listed was submitted by a local interest group wanting 

to take over the running of Viewpark Gardens which has been de-commissioned by 
the Council. Historic Environment Scotland (HES) carried out the required site visit and 
consultation process culminating in the structure being designated with C Listed status 
on the 14th of November 2020. 

 
 

 
2. Report 
 
2.1 The ‘C’ listed designation offers the structure protected status in that it cannot be 

altered or demolished without obtaining the required Listed Building Consents. C 
Listing recognises the design and relative rarity of the structure. 

 
2.2 The structure is described as being a Garden Gateway including Bellcote and chimney, 

adjoining hotwall, corner tower with forestair and wall extending to west, and crowstep 
gable, Viewpark Gardens, New Edinburgh Road, Viewpark, Uddingston. 

 
2.3 Viewpark House, of which the gardens and Gateway formed part, was designed by 

Glasgow architect John Baird around 1840 for a local industrialist. The house was 
demolished in the 1950s with the garden and gateway feature along with the stables 
remaining. As members will know the Gardens have been managed and maintained 
as Community Gardens by the Council. The gateway feature cannot be directly 
attributed to Baird although it is very similar in style (Jacobean) to the house.  

 
2.4 The following extracts from the listing description explain the reasons for listing the 

structure:  

  Statement of Special Interest 

The garden gateway and adjoining garden buildings at Viewpark meet the criteria of 
special architectural or historic interest for the following reasons: 

• As a functionally related group of mid-19th century garden buildings in the Jacobean 
style with ornate stonework, possibly designed by a notable mid-19th century 
architect. 

• For its unusual interconnected plan form with gateway, two-stage corner tower with 
fireplace, forestair, hot wall and ornate chimney. 

• For its historic interest as a surviving element of the former Viewpark House and 
its gardens during the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Architectural interest 

Design 

The Viewpark garden gateway and adjoining structures are a group of mid-19th century 
garden buildings of dressed red sandstone with quality stonework details in the 
Jacobean style. Although a level of alteration and reconstruction work is evident, the 
building group largely retains its mid-19th century historic character. 

 



The technically accomplished design of the hot wall (internally heated garden wall) with 
its system of integrated flues and fireplace within the corner tower (Historic Garden 
Review, 2001) is notable for the survival of its component parts. The adjoining stone 
stair access to the upper floor of the corner tower would have helped retain heat within 
the wall for longer while also providing elevated views over the garden. The overall 
plan form of this grouping and the way the various elements interconnect adds to the 
design interest. 

The Jacobean architectural style was popular in the mid-19th century. Viewpark House 
(demolished) was designed by Glasgow architect John Baird (1798-1859) in this style, 
with tall ornate chimneys like the one that survives as part of the garden gateway. Baird 
was better known for his large commercial and ecclesiastical buildings and Viewpark 
House was among his few residential commissions. 

Setting 

The Viewpark garden gateway and adjoining structures were once part of the private 
garden grounds of Viewpark House (demolished 1950s). They are now set within a 
later 20th century municipal garden, created within the boundary of the mid-19th century 
one-acre garden. 

In addition to the loss of Viewpark House, changes to the setting include the removal 
of a range of buildings to the north side of the western part of garden wall, and a 
glasshouse attached to the south of the hot wall corner tower. Modern housing, later 
service buildings and community allotments are also more recent additions to the wider 
setting. 

While the wider setting has changed the immediate garden setting with its well-
established planting, and the more recently established community allotments to the 
north, provide an appropriate setting for the garden gateway group. The gateway group 
provides a reminder of the history of this site. 

Although not of special interest in its own right, the altered stable range forms the north 
side of a courtyard with the garden wall to the south and the gateway to the east. It 
contributes to an understanding of the former layout of the site. The later brick service 
buildings that enclose the courtyard to the west are of no architectural interest. 

The residential flats on the former Viewpark House grounds to the northwest are 
screened by trees and do not impact negatively on the setting of the garden gateway. 

Historic interest 

Age and rarity 

The mid-19th century entrance to the garden at Viewpark consists of an ornate red-
sandstone gateway with hot wall and garden store in the Jacobean style. 

Walled garden gateways and incorporated structures are not rare in Scotland. There 
are many 19th century examples surviving, most often as ancillaries of large houses or 
country estates. 

 



Heated garden walls or 'hot walls' (incorporating a network of internal flues, fireplaces, 
grates and vents) were an important garden innovation of the later 18 th century. Such 
walls are commonly found in northern parts of the British Isles where early blossoming 
fruit trees are more susceptible to frost damage. An early example in Scotland is 
incorporated into the walled garden at Culzean Castle in South Ayrshire (Listed 
Building 7612). There are other surviving examples at Balmoral Castle, Aberdeenshire 
(Listed Building 51490), Leuchie House, East Lothian (GDL00262) and at Vogrie 
House, Midlothian (Listed Building 802). Most tend to be brick-lined and functional in 
appearance, often with adjoining glasshouses to retain the heat. 

The ornate Jacobean detailing of the garden gateway group at Viewpark is relatively 
unusual in the context of the building type, adding to the special interest. 

 
 

3. Equality and Diversity 
 
3.1 Fairer Scotland Duty 
 
 The listing of this structure does not affect this duty 
    
3.2 Equality Impact Assessment 
 
 Not applicable   
   

 
4. Implications 
 
4.1 Financial Impact 
 
 The listing of the structure may have an impact in terms of ongoing costs to maintain 

the special character of the gateway   
   
4.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact 
 
 The listing of the structure means that it is protected and that other than repairs any 

works to alter or remove the structure would require Listed Building consent  
   
4.3 Environmental Impact 
 
 The listing of the structure will give it greater protection and ensure the structures 

historical interest and importance is retained   
  
4.4 Risk Impact  

 
There is no risk foreseen as the Listing does not remove the responsibility or “duty of 
care” from the Council as owner of the structure to ensure that it does not become a 
danger to the public. 

  
 

 
5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 The designation of the structure as a C Listed building will help ensure its long term 

protection 
 



 
 
6. Supporting documents 
 
6.1 Appendix 1 – Location Plan and photos  
 
6.2 Letter from Historic Environment Scotland dated 17.11.20 – copy available on 

request 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pamela Humphries 
Head pf Planning and Regeneration 
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