
BB1
ENV.SERVICES1996M
         Motherwell, 23 April 1996 at 2 pm.

 A Meeting of the ENVIRONMENTAL  SERVICES  COMMITTEE

PRESENT

Councillor Hogg, Vice-Chair; Provost Mathieson;  Councillors E. Burns,
Cefferty, Cox, Curley, Gilchrist, Hebenton, McAlorum, McCabe, McGhee,
H. McGuigan, J. McKenna, McKeown, Maginnis, J. Martin, Murphy,
V. Murray and Smith.

CHAIR

Councillor Hogg, (Vice-Chair) presided.

IN  ATTENDANCE

The Chief Committee Services Officer, Director of Environmental
Services,
Head of Protective Services and Head of Direct Services.

APOLOGIES

Councillors Fitzpatrick and Macleod.

OBITUARY  -  COUNCILLOR  JIM  FOLEY

1.     Prior to the commencement of business, Councillor Hogg,
       intimated that it would be appropriate at this, the first meeting
of
       the Environmental Services Committee following the death of
       Councillor Jim Foley, to record not only the Committee's
       condolences to Councillor Foley's family but also members'
       appreciation of the work carried out by Councillor Foley as a
       member of the former Motherwell District Council and in the
       shadow year as a member of North Lanarkshire Council and he as
       Chair of this Committee.

       Councillor McCabe was then heard in regard to the contribution
       made by the late Councillor Foley both to local government in
       general, and to Environmental Services in particular, and to the
       sincere and distinguished tributes which had been paid.

SCOTTISH  ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION  AGENCY  (SEPA)

(1)  APPOINTMENT  TO  REGIONAL  BOARDS

2.     There was submitted a report dated 28 March 1996 by the
       Director of Administration with regard to correspondence received
       from the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities seeking
       comments on the draft guidance for nominations to the Scottish
       Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) Regional Boards, and
       advising that because of the limited timescales involved the



       Director of Administration had responded on behalf of the Council
       and intimating that nominations were being sought by 30 April
       1996.

       Decided: that the Council

       (1)  homologate the action by the Director of Administration in
            responding to COSLA and SEPA by the due dates for
            submissions, and

       (2)  nominate Councillor McCabe for membership of the SEPA
            Regional Board for this area.

(2)  REDUNDANCY/PREMATURE  RETIREMENT  REGULATIONS

3.     There was submitted a report dated 25 March 1996 by the
       Director of Administration together with a Scottish Office
Circular
       dated 29 February 1996 with regard to the Scottish Environmental
       Protection Agency (SEPA) Redundancy/Premature Retirement
       Regulations, seeking the views of member authorities on the
       arrangements for compensation for loss of employment payable to
       River Purification Board staff and to staff of the SEPA likely to
be
       adversely affected by the establishment of the Agency on 1 April
       1996.

       Decided:that no objections be offered to the proposals
               contained in the Circular.

CODE  OF  PRACTICE  ON  LITTER  AND  REFUSE

4.     There was submitted a consultation document dated 28 February
       1996 from the Scottish Office Agriculture, Environment and
       Fisheries Department with regard to the revision of the Code of
       Practice on Litter and Refuse, together with a copy of a draft of
       the proposed text.

       Decided:that consideration be continued for a report by the
               Director of Environmental Services.

REPROCESSING  OF  RESEARCH  REACTOR  FUEL  AT  DOUNREAY

5.     There was submitted a letter dated 26 February 1996 from the
       Convener, Caithness District Council with regard to the
       reprocessing of research reactor fuel at, and the transportation
of
       such fuel to and from Dounreay, together with a statement
       prepared by that authority, in whose area Dounreay is situated.

       Decided:that the terms of the letter and statement be noted.



MEMBERSHIP  SUBSCRIPTIONS

(1)  NUCLEAR  FREE  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  STEERING  COMMITTEE

6.     With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of
this
       Committee held on 28 November 1995 the Committee resumed
       consideration of the letter dated 12 September 1995 from the
       Nuclear Free Local Authorities Steering Committee.

       In that connection, the Chief Committee Services Officer advised
       the Committee that the Committee had previously agreed in
       principle to adopt the statement of the International Union of
       Local Authorities (IULA) with regard to Nuclear Testing in the
       South Pacific, and that it now fell to the Committee to consider
       affiliation to the Nuclear Free Local Authorities Steering
       Committee.

       Decided:that the matter of affiliation to the Nuclear Free Local
               Authorities Steering Committee be referred to the
               Policy and Resources Committee.

(2)  SCOTTISH  ACCIDENT  PREVENTION  COUNCIL

7.     There was submitted a letter dated 22 March 1996 from the
       Secretary, Scottish Accident Prevention Council inviting the
Council
       to take up membership of the Organisation during the financial
       year 1996-97 at a cost of $200.

       Decided:that the affiliation to the Scottish Accident Prevention
               Council be referred to the Policy and Resources
               Committee.

TRANSPORT  MANAGEMENT  -  PROVISION  OF  SERVICE  TO  THE
WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  WATER  AUTHORITY

8.     With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of
this
       Committee held on 28 November 1995 there was submitted a
       report dated 15 April 1996 by the Director of Environmental
       Services with regard to the provision of Transport Management
       Services to the West of Scotland Water Authority (WOSWA).

       Decided:

       (1)  that the terms of the report in so far as it relates to the
            current provision of Transport Management Services to
            WOSWA be noted;

       (2)  that the Director of Environmental Services be authorised
            to continue discussions and negotiations with WOSWA
            with a view to identifying terms, conditions and rates to
            permit the establishment of a long-term agreement, and

       (3)  that a further report on the matter be submitted to



            Committee within the initial six months period from 1 April
            1996.

EXTENSION  OF  DOMESTIC  SKIP  SERVICE  THROUGHOUT  THE
COUNCIL  AREA  AND  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  CHARGING  FOR  SAME

9.     There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 9 April 1996 by
       the Director of Environmental Services with regard to the
       arrangements for the extension of the Domestic Skip Service
       throughout the new Council area, together with a note of the
       proposals for making and recovering charges for the service.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Council adopt the hire system for domestic skips
            and the proposed method of cost recovery as set out in the
            letter/booking form which forms an Appendix to the
            Director's report, and

       (2)  that the Director of Environmental Services arrange for the
            submission of quarterly reports to the Committee, initially
            as a monitoring exercise to evaluate usage of the skip hire
            service in general, and in a bid to establish whether there
            has been any marked increased incidence of fly-tipping
            throughout the authority.

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  PEST  CONTROL  CHARGES  FOR  WASPS
NESTS

10.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 April 1996 by
       the Director of Environmental Services with regard to the
       arrangements proposed for making and recovering charges for the
       destruction of wasps nests throughout the North Lanarkshire area.

       Decided:that the Council adopt the procedure for recovering the
               cost of work involved in dealing with wasps nests as set
               out in the Director's report.

AUTHORISATION  OF  OFFICERS

11.    With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the Policy and
       Resources Committee held on 19 March 1996 there was
       submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 April 1996 by the Director
       of Environmental Services with regard to the granting of
       authorisation to officers in the Department of Environmental
       Services to undertake statutory duties in terms of Environmental
       Health and Trading Standards legislation on behalf of the new
       Council.

       Decided:that the Council authorise the officer listed in Appendix
               1 (Environmental Health) of the Director's report to
               carry out the statutory duties listed in terms of the
               legislation described, and similarly authorised the
               officer listed in Appendix 2 (Trading Standards) to



               carry out the statutory duties listed in terms of the
               legislation described.

PROPOSED  RATIONALISATION  OF  THE  VARIOUS  DOG  WARDEN
SCHEMES  AND KENNELLING  CHARGES

12.    There was submitted a report dated 11 April 1996 by the Director
       of Environmental Services with regard to the proposed
       rationalisation of the various dog warden schemes and kennelling
       charges throughout the new Council area.

       Decided:

       (1)  that each of the three Dog Wardens be assigned a defined
            operational area based on the former Districts of
            Motherwell, Monklands and Cumbernauld & Kilsyth
            respectively;

       (2)  that when the existing contract between Strathkelvin
            District Council and SDK (Kilsyth) expires on 31 March
            1997, Wards 66, 67, 68 and 69 be served by the Warden
            based at Cumbernauld with further consideration to be
            given at that time to the possibility of employing a fourth
            Warden;

       (3)  that all dogs collected by the Council's Dog Wardens be
            delivered to the Animal Welfare Centre at Bothwell Road,
            Hamilton, thus ensuring uniform charges throughout the
            areas covered by the new arrangements, and

       (4)  that the fee payable to North Lanarkshire Council by the
            claimant of any dog be fixed for the financial year 1996-
            97 at $20 plus V.A.T. (a total of $23.50).

RATIONALISATION  OF  POLICIES  ON  PROVISION  OF  WHEELED
REFUSE  BINS  AT  DOMESTIC  PROPERTIES IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE
COUNCIL

13.    There was submitted a report dated 12 April 1996 by the Director
       of Environmental Services with regard to rationalisation of
policies
       on provision of Wheeled Refuse Bins at domestic properties in the
       new Council area, and proposals to introduce a single policy to
       cover the whole North Lanarkshire area.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Council agree to issue a Wheeled Bin for domestic
            waste, free of charge, but only in instances when changing
            from Sack collection to a Wheeled Bins System of
            collection;

       (2)  that in all other cases, i.e. newly built properties, rented
            properties falling within existing Wheeled Bin routes or
            replacement for vandalised, damaged or stolen bins, the
            property owner must provide a suitable sized grey wheeled



            bin capable of being emptied by the Council's refuse
            collection vehicles, and

       (3)  that the Council make available Wheeled Bins of 120 Ltr,
            240 Ltr, 360 Ltr, 660 Ltr, and 1100 Ltr at cost price plus
            a delivery/handling charge of 6% to be delivered upon
            receipt of the appropriate charge.

INFORMATION  FOR  MEMBERS  WITH  REGARD  TO  THE  OPERATION
OF  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH,  TRADING  STANDARDS,
CONSUMER  ADVICE  AND  DEBT  COUNSELLING  SERVICES  OF  THE
PROTECTIVE  SERVICES  SECTION  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT

14.    There was submitted a report dated 9 April 1996 by the Director
       of Environmental Services with regard to the operation of the
       Environmental Health, Trading Standards, Consumer Advice and
       Debt Counselling Services of the Protective Services Section of
the
       Department.

       Decided:that the contents of the report and the relevant
               information as set out in the Appendix to the Director's
               report be noted.

FEES  AND  CHARGES  FOR  TRADING  STANDARDS  SERVICE

15.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 April 1996 by
       the Director of Environmental Services with regard to fees and
       charges for Trading Standards Service operated by the Department
       of Environmental Services, requesting that the Committee approve
       the scale of fees and charges listed in terms of the Weights and
       Measures Act 1985 and the Petroleum (Consolidation) Act 1928.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Council approve the scale of fees and charges
            listed for services under the Weights and Measures Act
            1985 as proposed by LACOTS, with the addition of 5%, as
            set out in Appendix 1 of the Director's report, and

       (2)  that the Council approve the scale of fees and charges
            listed for services under the Petroleum (Consolidation) Act
            1928 as set out in Appendix 2 of the Director's report.

CONFERENCES  ETC.

(1)  "EUROPEAN  CAMPAIGN  ON  SUSTAINABLE  CITIES  AND  TOWNS"

16.    There was submitted an invitation from the First Deputy Mayor,
       City of Lisbon to the Council to be represented at the Second
       European Conference entitled "European Campaign on Sustainable
       Cities and Towns" to be held in Lisbon, Portugal from 6 to 8
       October 1996.



       Decided:that no attendance at this Conference be authorised.

(2)  "ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  -  THE  FUTURE  AGENDA"

17.    There was submitted an invitation from the Association of
District
       Councils (ADC) and the Association of Metropolitan Authorities
       (AMA) to the Council to be represented at the ADC/AMA
       Environmental Health Conference entitled " Environmental Health -
        The Future Agenda" to be held in Weston-Super-Mare from 8 to
       10 May 1996.

       Decided:that no attendance at this Conference be authorised.

(3)  "DEVELOPING  AN  HIV/AIDS  VOLUNTEERS  POLICY"

18.    There was submitted an invitation from the Scottish Voluntary HIV
       and AIDS Forum to the Council to be represented at its one-day
       Seminar entitled "Developing an HIV/AIDS Volunteers Policy" to be
       held in Edinburgh on 26 April 1996.

       Decided:that no attendance at this Seminar be authorised.

(4)  "PURCHASING  AND  DEVELOPING  HIV  AND  SEXUAL  HEALTH
     SERVICES  FOR  GAY  MEN"

19.    There was submitted an invitation from the Scottish Voluntary HIV
       and AIDS Forum to the Council to be represented at its one-day
       Seminar entitled "Purchasing and Developing HIV and Sexual
       Health Services for Gay Men" to be held in Glasgow on 30 April
       1996.

       Decided:that no attendance at this Seminar be authorised.

(5)  "CHERNOBYL - TEN  YEARS  ON:  ARE  WE  BETTER  PREPARED?"

20.    There was submitted an invitation from the Local Authorities
       Radiation and Radioactivity Monitoring Advice and Collation
       Centre (LARRMACC) to the Council to be represented at its
       Conference entitled "Chernobyl - Ten Years On: Are We Better
       Prepared?" to be held in London on 26 April 1996.

       Decided:that no attendance at this Conference be authorised.

(6)  IFAT  96:  THE  WORLD'S  LARGEST  WASTE  DISPOSAL  TRADE
     FAIR

21.    There was submitted an invitation from Pattern Limited (Agents in
       the UK for the World's Largest Waste Disposal Trade Fair) to the
       Council to be represented at IFAT 96: The World's Largest Waste



       Disposal Trade Fair to be held in Munich, Germany from 7 to
       11 May 1996.

       Decided:that no attendance at this Trade Fair be authorised.

(7)  "THE  ENVIRONMENT  AGENCY:  LIAISON  WITH  LOCAL
     GOVERNMENT"

22.    There was submitted an invitation from the Institute of Local
       Government Studies (INLOGOV) to the Council to be represented
       at its one-day Seminar entitled "The Environment Agency: Liaison
       with Local Government" to be held in Birmingham on 27 June
       1996.

       Decided:that no attendance at this Seminar be authorised.

(8)  THE  INSTITUTE  OF  WASTES  MANAGEMENT  CONFERENCE  AND
     EXHIBITION

23.    There was submitted an invitation from the Institute of Wastes
       Management to the Council to be represented at its 98th
       Conference and Exhibition to be held in Torbay from 11 to
       14 June 1996.

       Decided:that the Council agree to be represented at the
               Conference and Exhibition by two members and an
               appropriate officer.


