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11  November 2020 at 2 pm 
 

A Remote Meeting of the ENVIRONMENT  AND  TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McPake, Convener; Councillor Mooney, Vice-Convener; Councillors J. Ashraf, Carragher, 
Di Mascio, Douglas, Duffy, Goldie, Gourlay, Hogg, Lennon, Logue, McManus, McNeil, Reddin, Roarty, Stocks, 
Weir, Wilson and Woods. 
 
ALSO  PRESENT 
 
In accordance with Standing Order 64(A) Councillor Gallacher attended as substitute for Councillor Cullen. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McPake (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Executive Director (Enterprise and Communities); Head of Environmental Assets; Head of Regulatory 
Services and Waste Solutions, and Committee Officer. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Anderson, Cullen, Docherty, Doolan and Annette Valentine. 
 
 
 
DECLARATIONS  OF  INTEREST  IN  TERMS  OF  THE  ETHICAL  STANDARDS  IN  PUBLIC  LIFE  ETC.  
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  2000 
 
1. Councillor McPake, by virtue of being a Board Member of Amey Public Services LLP, declared an 

interest in paragraph 5 – Amey Public Services LLP: Operational and Financial Performance 
Monitoring Report for the period from 1 April to 30 September 2020 and by virtue of being a Board 
Member of Strathclyde Partnership for Transport, declared an interest in paragraph 8 – Oversight 
Report: Strathclyde Partnership for Transport and Strathclyde Concessionary Travel Scheme 
2018-2020 and further declared that he believed that the interest was sufficiently remote so as to 
permit his participation in the items of business. 
 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  WASTE  SERVICE  ASSETS 
 
2. There was submitted a report by the Head of Regulatory Services and Waste Solutions setting out 

proposals to maximise the Council's use of its waste assets and to generate further efficiencies within 
the Service (1) advising that the proposals to utilise Auchinlea Landfill Site as a Multipurpose Depot 
Facility including a Waste Transfer Station was not viable; (2) providing details of a proposal to 
introduce a material recovery facility and waste transfer station at Dalmacoulter Landfill Site; 
(3) intimating that a number of organisations had registered notes of interest in operating the facility at 
Dalmacoulter Landfill Site and discussions were continuing prior to a competitive procurement process 
being undertaken; (4) advising that a Planning Application for the Site had been submitted and the 
outcome was expected in January 2021; (5) advising that the existing licences at Wardpark and 
Netherton Recycling Centres would be extended to enable them to be utilised as small Waste Transfer 
Stations which would allow waste types collected by services of the Council to be deposited at these 
sites and bulked for transportation to an end processing facility thereby reducing travel costs; 
(6) informing that, in order to maximise the potential of the Council's own waste assets, a number of 
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potential partnership options had been explored with neighbouring Local Authorities and within the 
Clyde Valley Residual Waste Contract area but, due to the total quantity of paper collected amongst 
the ten Local Authorities, the option to pursue a new build recycling plant within Scotland has been 
ruled out at present; (7) advising that there were approximately 5,500 properties across the Council 
area which still received an alternate weekly collection with around 780 tonnes of recyclate collected 
through this scheme on an annual basis compared to 60,295 tonnes of recyclate collected through 
other streams; (8) indicating that the 5,500 properties received alternate weekly collections as their 
properties were not able to accommodate the full four bin system and (9) proposing that the alternate 
weekly collection service be discontinued and the 5,500 properties be transferred to a weekly 
collection service through a single black residual bin processed through the Clyde Valley Residual 
Waste Contract from 18 January 2021. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the update in respect of Dalmacoulter and Auchinlea Landfill Sites be noted; 

 
(2) that the licenses at Wardpark and Netherton Household Recycling Centres be extended to 

enable them to be utilised as small Waste Transfer Stations; 
 

(3) that the work undertaken to facilitate further partnership working within the area of waste 
disposal be noted, and  
 

(4) that the alternate weekly collection scheme for approximately 5,500 properties be discontinued 
and the properties be transferred to a weekly collection service through a single black residual 
bin processed through the Clyde Valley Residual Waste Contract from 18 January 2021. 

 
 
 
RESILIENCE  PLANNING  AND  BUSINESS  CONTINUITY  UPDATE 
 
3. There was submitted a report by the Head of Regulatory Services and Waste Solutions (1) providing 

an update on the Council's resilience planning and business continuity with a particular reference to 
its effectiveness during the current Covid-19 pandemic; (2) outlining the background to the Civil 
Contingencies Act 2004 and the Civil Contingencies Act 2004 (Contingency Planning) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2005 which defines Local Authorities as category 1 responders, and as such, are required 
to fulfil their statutory duties in respect of contingency planning and business continuity; (3) advising 
that the robustness of the Council's new approach to business continuity planning had been 
extensively tested over the last eight months which was evident in how Services responded to the 
pandemic; (4) providing details of the preparation and work which was undertaken in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic in line with the Council's Resilience Plan; (5) attaching at Appendix 1 to the report 
the Council's emergency response structure; (6) informing that in light of lessons learned from the 
pandemic and the risk of a potential second wave, all Services had been asked to fully review their 
business continuity arrangements with specific reference to the sudden loss of central IT provision, 
the significant loss of staff for a period of 14 days, a reduced availability of central office provision and 
enhanced lockdown provision similar to that experienced in March/April and (7) intimating that the 
review of business continuity arrangements was completed on 31 October 2020. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
COUNTRY  PARKS  FOR  THE  FUTURE 
 
4. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) providing an update on the 

delivery phase of the masterplan developed for Palacerigg and Strathclyde County Parks which 
illustrated their potential for helping with physical and mental health, environmental issues, education, 
heritage appreciation, wildlife protection and active travel; (2) advising that the masterplans build on 
each park's role as a community asset; (3) providing details of the masterplan developed for 
(a) Palacerigg Country Park together with its core recommendations, early action measures which will 
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focus on strengthening the park's assets and the actions taken to date, and (b) Strathclyde Country 
Park together with the core proposals, flagship proposals, planned early action measures over the 
next 18 months to progress the masterplan and an update on the actions taken to date; (4) advising 
that Drumpellier Country Park was being developed as a gateway to the Seven Lochs Wetland Park, 
a new regional park in north east Glasgow; (5) intimating that short videos were being developed for 
the Council website explaining the new masterplans and a presentation would be provided to the 
relevant Community Boards in November 2020; (6) providing details of the feasibility study undertaken 
for using Strathclyde Country Park as a source of renewable energy which focussed on water source 
heat pumps and solar photovoltaic; (7) highlighting the financial implications of the programme of 
development and the opportunities to access external funding, and (8) advising that in order to develop 
and deliver a programme of this scale, a small dedicated team would be established to be funded via 
a bid to the Capital Programme. 

 
Councillor McPake, seconded by Councillor Mooney moved the recommendations contained within 
the report. 
 
Councillor Gallacher, seconded by Councillor Wilson, moved that the Committee:- 
 
(1) Approve the development of a ten year programme of delivery for park masterplans and the 

early stage actions proposed to progress the programme but with the exceptions set out 
below, 

 
(2) Express concerns about the decision to close the access road between the Watersports 

Centre junction and Bothwellhaugh Road roundabout at Strathclyde Park, as local residents 
cannot access Bothwellhaugh cemetery from Hamilton Road, Motherwell; understands that a 
consultation is underway and will await further information being brought to a future 
committee,  

 
(3) Agrees following the decision to close Kilbowie that the Council will ensure Primary 7 school 

pupils in North Lanarkshire are able to benefit from an equivalent outdoor residential education 
experience and notes concern that the outdoor education proposals at Strathclyde Park will be 
unable to achieve this, 

 
(4) Agrees that a future report will be brought to the relevant committee(s) setting out the Council’s 

proposals that will enable Primary 7 school pupils to receive an equivalent outdoor residential 
education experience outside the boundaries of the Local Authority with consideration given 
to introducing a subsidy to assist schools with this cost pressure, 

 
(5) Note the potential for renewable energy generation from greenspace to contribute to the 

Council’s sustainability targets, 
 

(6)  Note the formation of a dedicated project team to take forward early stage actions. 
 
Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
2 Members voted for the amendment, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Douglas and Gallacher. 
 
18 Members voted in favour of the motion, as follows:- 
 
Councillors J. Ashraf, Carragher, Di Mascio, Duffy, Goldie, Gourlay, Hogg, Lennon, Logue, McManus, 
McNeil, McPake, Mooney, Reddin, Roarty, Stocks, Weir and Woods. 
 
2 Members having voted for the amendment, and 18 Members having voted for the motion, the motion 
was accordingly declared carried. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the development of a ten year programme of delivery for park masterplans and the early 
stage actions proposed to progress the programme be approved; 

 
(2) that the potential for renewable energy generation from greenspace to contribute to the 

Council's sustainability targets be noted, and 
 

(3) that the establishment of a dedicated project team to take forward early stage actions in 
respect of renewable energy generation be noted. 

 
 
Councillor McPake, prior to consideration of the following item of business, having declared an 
interest, by virtue of being a Board Member of Amey Public Services LLP, had further declared that he 
believed that the interest was sufficiently remote as to permit his participation in the item of business. 
 
 
AMEY  PUBLIC  SERVICES  LLP  -  OPERATIONAL  AND  FINANCIAL  PERFORMANCE  MONITORING  
REPORT  FOR  THE  PERIOD  FROM  1  APRIL  TO  30  SEPTEMBER  2020 
 
5. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) outlining Amey Public Services 

Limited Liability Partnership's performance against its business objectives and Council priorities for 
quarters one and two of 2019/2020, and (2) providing details of the governance arrangements for 
Amey Public Services LLP and a number of service delivery highlights during the period. 

 
Decided: that the operational performance of Amey Public Services LLP for the period up to 

30 September 2020, along with the service delivery highlights for the period, be noted. 
 
 
 
TREE  ASSET  MANAGEMENT  STRATEGY 
 
6. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) advising that the Council had 

a significant tree resource, many of which were mature and that the full extent and condition of the 
tree assets across the authority was unknown and not under any proactive management; (2) intimating 
that tree failure had been identified as a risk in the Environmental Assets risk register and the 
establishment and implementation of a centralised coordinated and managed tree asset management 
strategy would address the risk and serve to minimise liability to the Council; (3) indicating that 
significant progress had been made to better manage tree assets including the production of a draft 
strategy; (4) providing details of the procurement of a pilot risk audit which focused on wards 12 and 
19 and which would inform the Council's approach to rationalising resources and responsibility for all 
tree assets; (5) indicating that the National Tree Safety Group (Common Sense Risk Management of 
Trees) sets out the requirement under Health and Safety legislation to have suitable and sufficient risk 
assessments and application of measures that are reasonable and practical, and (6) intimating that 
the cost of the pilot audit and finalising the tree asset management strategy was £15,000 and a bid 
would be made to the Capital Programme for the next five years to include the cost of new posts for 
inspection management and risk remediation priorities as determined through inspection outputs. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the steps taken in developing a risk audit pilot approach and a tree asset management 

strategy be noted, and 
 

(2) that a full audit be undertaken following the outcome of the pilot exercise whilst recognising 
the resource implications. 
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NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  FOOD  GROWING  STRATEGY 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of the Council held on 13 August 2020 

when, inter alia, it was agreed that the Council investigate and develop a food resilience campaign to 
boost the number of allotments within every town and village in North Lanarkshire to boost growth of 
fruit and vegetables amongst residents who do not have a garden with special priority given for 
allotment space allocation to young families in flats who have no garden space to grow food, there 
was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets; (1) intimating that the Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 placed a statutory requirement on local authorities to develop a 
Food Growing Strategy; (2) advising that the Food Growing Strategy aimed to increase access to 
affordable, healthy sustainable food by increasing the opportunities for people in North Lanarkshire to 
grow their own and was based on an assessment of current demand for facilities to grow food across 
the Council area; (3) providing details of the work undertaken to draft the strategy together with the 
purpose and scope of the strategy; (4) attaching at Appendix 1 to the report, the Food Growing 
Strategy 2020-2025, and (5) enclosing in Appendix 2 to the report, the public sector Equality Duty and 
Fairer Scotland Duty Impact Assessment forms.  

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the North Lanarkshire Food Growing Strategy 2020-2025 be approved, and 

 
(2) that delegated authority be provided to the Head of Environmental Assets for the 

implementation and delivery of the action plan across relevant services with a review of the 
strategy being submitted to Committee in 2025. 

 
 
 
Councillor McPake, prior to consideration of the following item of business, having declared an 
interest, by virtue of being a Board Member of Strathclyde Partnership for Transport, had further 
declared that he believed that the interest was sufficiently remote as to permit his participation in the 
item of business. 
 
 
 
OVERSIGHT  REPORT  -  STRATHCLYDE  PARTNERSHIP  FOR  TRANSPORT  AND  STRATHCLYDE  
CONCESSIONARY  TRAVEL  SCHEME  2018-2020 
 
8. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Services (1) enclosing an overview of the 

performance by Strathclyde Partnership for Transport and the Strathclyde Concessionary Travel 
Scheme for 2018/19 and 2019/20 as set out in the Appendices to the report, and (2) advising that each 
report provides information on their remit, statutory powers, board membership, governance and 
scrutiny arrangements, principal activities, key performance indicators, contribution to the Council 
business plan and financial overview. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the governance and scrutiny arrangements in place with Strathclyde Partnership for 

Transport and the Strathclyde Concessionary Travel Scheme be noted, and 
 

(2) that the Strathclyde Partnership for Transport and Strathclyde Concessionary Travel Scheme 
performance reports for 2018/19 and 2019/20 be noted.  
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AWARD  OF  CONTRACT  FOR  TREATMENT  OF  PAPER,  CARDBOARD,  NEWS  AND  PAMs  
(SEPARATE  AND/OR  MIXED) 
 
9. There was submitted a report by the Head of Regulatory Services and Waste Solutions (1) advising 

that the Executive Director (Enterprise and Communities) under delegated powers had approved the 
award of a Call Off Contract from the Scotland Excel Dynamic Purchasing System for the Treatment 
and Disposal of Recyclable and Residual Waste – Lot 2 – Treatment of Paper, Cardboard, News and 
PAMs (separate and/or mixed); (2) reporting on the outcome of the tender process which was 
undertaken, and (3) intimating that the contract was awarded to Saica Natur UK Limited for an initial 
period of two years commencing on 1 October 2020 with an option to extend for a further period of 
two years through individual one year extensions, at the sole discretion of the Council, up to a 
maximum value of £3,780,000 for the period of the contract. 

 
Decided: that the action taken by the Executive Director (Enterprise and Communities) under 

delegated authority to award a Call Off Contract for the Treatment of Paper, 
Cardboard, News and PAMs (separate and/or mixed) to Saica Natur UK Limited for 
a period of two years, with an option to extend for a further period of two years through 
two individual one year extensions, at the sole discretion of the Council, up to the 
maximum value of the contract of £3,780,000 for the period of the contract, be noted. 

 
 
 
WINTER  ASSISTANCE  FRAMEWORK  PROGRAMME 
 
10. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) advising that the Executive 

Director (Enterprise and Communities), under delegated authority, had approved the appointment of 
11 providers to the Winter Assistance Framework Agreement for a period of four years covering winter 
seasons 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023 and expiring in 2024 up to the maximum value of £5,000,000 for 
the period of the contract;  (2) reporting on the outcome of the tender process which was undertaken, 
and (3) setting out in Appendix 2 to the report details of the SME status and location of all the 
companies who had been appointed to the Framework Agreement. 

 
Decided: that the action taken by the Executive Director (Enterprise and Communities), under 

delegated authority, to appoint 11 contractors, to the Winter Assistance Framework 
Agreement for a period of four years, up to the maximum value of £5,000,000 for the 
period of the contract, as set out in Appendix 2 to the report, be noted. 

 
 
 
CONTRACTS  AWARDED  BELOW  COMMITTEE  APPROVAL  THRESHOLD 
 
11. There was submitted a report by the Head of Asset and Procurement Solutions providing in the 

Appendix to the report, details of contracts which had been awarded by him under delegated authority, 
for the period from 1 July to 30 September 2020. 

 
Decided: the contents of the report and Appendix be noted. 

 


