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Date: 13 May  1996 Ref: DJCAS 

m n E u N t L -  
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: FERAL CATS 

PROPOSED DECISION 

To  agree to  the recommendation contained in the report. 

REPORT 

1 .  Members may be aware that the matter of feral cats was the subject of some discussion by each 
of the four merging District Councils during the years prior t o  reorganisation. 

2. There i s  no legal enactment giving local authorities the power to destroy feral cats and 
consequently none of the District Councils operated a formal service to deal with t h e  problem, but 
operated differing, somewhat piecemeal services o n  a n  ad hoc basis . The Scottish Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals did provide a service in the past dependant o n  their resources but 
withdrew this, firstly o n  the grounds that they were being used as a n  agency to  destroy cots rather 
than protect them and srxondly, like the District Councils because there was no legal enactment 
giving it authority t o  do  so. There is also the possibility that any practices of this nature carried out 
by the Council without ony legal authority could lead to  complaints coupled with demands for 
compensation f rom owners claiming that their cats were not feral and had been dealt with in a 
wholly illegal fash ion 

3. COSLA carried out a n  investigation into the problem of feral cats in 1988 and concluded that there 
was no general widespread problem. 

4.  Members are odvised that the introduction of legislation to  deal with the matter of feral cots has 
been the subject of sorne discussion in the past and that such legislation if introduced would 
impose a d L h  o n  local authorities to deal with the problem. With this in mind it is considered 
appropriate that the Council await the introduction of formal legislation before providing any 
service to seize and destroy feral cats. 

RECOMMENDATION 

. -  
It is recommended for the reason stated in the report tha t  the Council do  no t  operate a service 
t o  uplift and dispose of feral cats until such t imes as appropriate legislation is introduced. 

M.L. Hutton 
Director of Environment a I Services 




