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1. Background 
 
1.1 A request was received to promote a Tree Preservation Order on land at Queens 

Drive, Westerwood following the removal of trees by the owner on this land. 
 

 
 
2. Report 
 
2.1 Delegated approval to promote the Tree Preservation Order in accordance with the 

provisions of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended, was 
sought and agreed by the Convener of Planning and Elected Members of Ward 2 
between 31 August and 16 September 2020.   

 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to confirm a Tree Preservation Order on land at Queens 
Drive, Rosemount, Troon Gardens, Birkdale Crescent and Birkdale Wood, Westerwood, 
Cumbernauld. 
 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that under the powers of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) 
Act 1997, as amended, that the Planning Committee agree to confirm the Tree 
Preservation Order which is located on land at Queens Drive, Rosemount, Troon 
Gardens, Birkdale Crescent and Birkdale Wood, Westerwood, Cumbernauld that is 
identified by the boundaries of this plan which accompanies this report (see Appendix 1). 
 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 

Priority  Improve economic opportunities and outcomes 

Ambition statement (17) Ensure we keep our environment clean, safe, and attractive 

  



2.2 The proposal was to designate “four groups of trees” for the Tree Preservation Order 
specified by reference to an area, which will ensure that the trees will receive protected 
status and would require prior consent from the planning authority before works to lop, 
top or fell them can be implemented. The designation of the Tree Preservation Order 
will allow the local planning authority to protect the trees as they are expedient in the 
interests of amenity of the area.   

2.3  The Tree Preservation Order was issued and took effect on 5 October 2020. During 
the consultation period we received no objections and 104 representations supporting 
the Order.  The main points raised to support the Order have been summarised below: 

 The trees are an important benefit to the community and health (both physical and 
mental health) wellbeing 

 They support an abundance of wildlife and flora and fauna in the area that can be 
enjoyed by all 

 The trees are integral to the area and make a substantial and significant contribution 
to the visual amenity of the local environment      

 Preserving green space is vital to the health and wellbeing of local communities 
 The mature trees create a natural buffer zone between the existing developments 

and enhance the appearance of the entire area 
 The trees help mitigate climate change 
 The trees should be protected for environmental and climate reasons 
 Trees are important to the survival of the planet 
 These are valuable woods for the surrounding neighbourhoods. They provide green 

space & habitat for wildlife, and contribute to a more open aspect for the area in 
general 

 They provide an attractive backdrop to the housing in the area and are used by many 
local residents for outdoors pursuits 

 They create a sense of wellbeing and provide a great natural habitat for wildlife 
 This preservation Order protects the green network in our area and is a natural 

enhancement to the recommendations contained in the Councils proposed Local 
Development Plan which also seeks to protect our environment 

 This is the only greenspace for miles 
 This is a unique area which must be preserved to enhance the quality of life of the 

local residents who have grown significantly since the recent completion of the 
housing development off Dullatur Road 

 The trees form part of the amenity of this area of Cumbernauld 
 They provided nesting for many birds and cover for wildlife 
 The trees provide a barrier against traffic noise from the road 
 Though long overdue, may just preserve what few remaining trees we have left in 

this area 
 This area is used frequently by passers-by and should be protected in order to meet 

residents' needs, such as walking, cycling and jogging. These needs have become 
particularly evident during the current lockdown where exercising close to open green 
areas have helped maintain and improve residents' sense of wellbeing 

 The trees also help mitigate the pollution found in an area which has become built up 
 Cutting down the trees would reduce the amount of plants and local wildlife 
 The area is widely used by the community on a daily basis 
 They are particularly important over the past 8 months of lockdown restrictions 

relating to the Covid 19 pandemic 
 It has made it possible for the children in the area to develop an appreciation of the 

natural world around them 
 We hope that this Order will go some way to adding an extra layer of protection to 

this land 



 We need to keep the trees to encourage more wildlife 
 This TPO will further enhance keeping our community green and preserving beautiful 

old woodland, it’s wildlife and help drive us towards net carbon zero 
 It is important that this green belt is protected from any further damage or clearance 

in the future  

The following points were also raised within the supporting representations. Whilst some 
of the issued raised are not directly related to this Tree Preservation Order as they are 
more general comments in relation to the importance of the wider area, I felt it was 
beneficial to include them as it will provide the Members with a complete picture of the 
issues raised by the local residents. 

 Any destruction to the trees in these areas is unacceptable and would be detrimental 
to the whole area and the residents of Westerwood, Cumbernauld and surrounding 
districts 

 Ogilvie Homes should be prosecuted and made plant more trees 
  When thinning operations were conducted in the woodland the resulting tangle of 

fallen birch trees were left to rot in a fashion where they posed a hazard to anyone 
using the space for recreation 

 It is very distressing to see the total destruction of so many old and established trees 
 Felling of these trees will further reduce the amount of open space 
 The felling of at least 12 full grown Scots Pine, numerous mature Birch and Oaks 

was irresponsible and bordering on corporate vandalism 
 It will take decades for the positive attributes to health and climate to be replaced by 

the loss of these mature trees 
 It is regrettable that Ogilvie Homes we’re able to decimate the small wooded area 

adjacent to Queens drive under the guise of forest management 
 More and more of the green space in Cumbernauld is being lost to be further houses. 

The schools, doctors surgeries cannot cope 
 The B class roads are far too busy and quality of life for residents near them is 

decreasing. 
 We have cut too many trees down already and that, however many we kill, it will 

never be enough to satisfy the house builders unstoppable greed for maximum profit 
at the least cost to themselves and with zero concern for the environment, including 
the eventual extinction of our beautiful wildlife 

 The preservation of wildlife and wild spaces never seems to be a priority for councils 
and I am therefore delighted that on this occasion the council appears to be taking 
the correct path for once.  

 The idea of having the Green Spaces replaced with housing will have a detrimental 
effect on the immediate area.  Increased Traffic, lack of a regular Bus Service, 
minimal amount of local amenities are well recorded. If we are to learn anything from 
this ongoing pandemic, the essential requirement to have local & accessible Green 
Spaces for those who are unable to travel, are of great importance. Locally and 
Globally, we cannot continue to put profit before welfare of the General Public, which 
is the base case for replacing the Green Spaces with Bricks, Mortar and Fabricated 
Landscaping. 

 It is also regrettable that NLC did not take action on this issue when it was first raised 
by local residents 

 Produce recommendations for re instatement of trees removed by companies within 
the areas concerned and areas where the forest was completely devastated near to 
Westerwood hotel. Governments are crying out for the planting of trees to be 
extended to help climate change to use up carbon gases. We should be planting 
more not destroying the forests for no good reason.  



 There are many alternatives to developers away from these spaces if they want to 
expand housing in this area, and the density currently is at its limit in terms of 
infrastructure and other services for the community generally. 

 Nearby green areas has seen over 200 new houses built by two developers and we 
need to protect our environment and wildlife habitat. 

 In recent years we have seen Ogilvie felling trees unnecessarily to conform the 
woodland to meet their proposed plan for housing development on the Dullatur Road. 

2.4 As no objections have been received and given the strong support from the local 
residents for these groups of trees which provide an important and valuable 
contribution to the wider area, I would recommend that the Planning Committee 
agree to confirm this Tree Preservation Order as it will ensure that these trees are 
protected and prevent any unnecessary tree felling on the site.  

 
 
3. Equality and Diversity 
 
3.1 Fairer Scotland Duty 
 

The promotion of The Tree Preservation Order does not affect this Duty. 
  
3.2 Equality Impact Assessment  
 

Is not required in this case. 
   

 
 
4. Implications 
 
4.1 Financial Impact 
 

There will be a financial implication to the Council arising from the confirmation of the 
Tree Preservation Order, the costs of which will be met from the Planning & Place 
Revenue Budget. 

 
4.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact 
 

Trees covered by a Tree Preservation Order, are protected by legislation to ensure 
that any works to the trees are controlled by the local planning authority. 

   
4.3 Environmental Impact 
 

The Tree Preservation Order will give greater protection of trees and woodland which 
supports the objectives contained in the North Lanarkshire Biodiversity Action Plan.   

 
4.4 Risk Impact  
 

There is no risk foreseen as the Tree Preservation Order does not remove the 
responsibility or “duty of care” from the owner of the trees to ensure that their trees do 
not become a danger to the public. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 The promotion of the Tree Preservation Order will ensure that the trees are 

protected. 
 

 
 
 
6. Supporting documents 
 
6.1 Appendix 1 – Location plan which indicates the boundary of the Tree Preservation 

Order. 
 
 
 
 

 
Pamela Humphries 
Head of Planning and Regeneration 
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