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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

Date: 24th June, 1996 Ref: GBAS 

REPORT 

Subject: Houses in Multiple 
Occupation 

PROPOSED DECISION 

To agree to seek consent from the Secretary of State to introduce a Registration Scheme for 
Houses in Multiple Occupation within North Lanarkshire and also to introduce a Licensing 
Scheme for the use of specified premises as a House in Multiple Occupation. 

BACKGROUND 

1 .o 

1.1 

1.2 

Concern has been growing regarding conditions and standards of management of 
houses in multiple occupation (HMOs). This is a long established form of housing 
particularly for students and other single young people. However, due to social and 
financial changes there has now been a rapid growth in multiple occupation of flats, 
bedsits and "bed and breakfast" accommodation to provide housing for homeless 
persons and for people with community care needs many of whom are the most 
vulnerable members of society. 

Generally the overall image is very poor with older tenemental properties, often in 
disrepair, regularly being utilised and at least one fatal accident has occurred in England 
due to inadequate safety standards. Additionally, standards of management have been 
criticised with landlords often being accused of trying to squeeze the maximum rental 
income for the minimum investment to the detriment of tenants who may also experience 
harassment and/or intimidation. 

In the circumstances there is clearly a need in relation to HMOs to ensure:- 

i. that they are safe to live in; 

ii. that they are properly and responsibly managed; 

iii. that tenants enjoy a reasonable standard of hygiene and facilities; and 

iv. that nuisance is not caused to persons residing in adjacent properties. 

STATUTORY CONTROLS 

2.0 These are principally contained within Part Vlll of the Housing (Scotland) Act, 1987 which 
is entirely devoted to Houses in Multiple Occupation. However, useful powers are also 
contained in other legislation most notably the Civic Government (Scotland) Act, 1982 
and associated Orders which give powers and procedures for immediate entry and 
execution of works and also Licensing powers. 

2.11 
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2.1 Sections 152-155 of the Housing (Scotland) Act, 1987 specify procedures relating to the 
setting up of a Registration Scheme. This is considered to be a very important step in 
identifymg the existence of HMOs and involves the submission by the Council of a formal 
application to the Secretary of State who may confirm the Registration Scheme with our 
without modification. If approved it would require persons having control of HMOs to 
notify the Council of their existence and to provide particulars about the premises and to 
give notification of any changes. 

2.2 The remaining sections of Part Vlll of the Act provide important powers regarding levels 
of facilities, hygiene standards, fire safety measures and overcrowding with HMOs. 
Powers relating to the issue of Control Orders, where the Council in extreme cases may 
effectively take control of the day to day operation of a House in Multiple Occupation, are 
also available. 

2.3 The main benefit of a Registration Scheme is that it assists in identifying the whereabouts 
of HMOs in order that statutory controls can be enforced, as appropriate. It is considered 
that this enforcement strategy can be supplemented by the introduction of a Licensing 
Scheme in terms of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act, 1982 which would be 
particularly effective in tackling standards within proposed HMOs -r to them being 
used for this purpose. A licensing scheme does not require approval from the Secretary 
of State. However it should be noted that licensing would only apply to houses occupied 
by more than 4 people who are not all members of the same family or of one or other of 
2 families. 

RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend that consent is sought from the Secretary of State to introduce a Registration 
Scheme in terms of Section 152 of the Housing (Scotland) Act, 1987 for Houses in Multiple 
Occupation within North Lanarkshire and that the Council also make a resolution in accordance 
with statutory procedures contained in Section 9 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act, 1982 
to establish a Licensing Scheme for appropriate premises. 




