
2021- 2022

BUDGET FOR NORTH 
LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL

2021/22

SNP North Lanarkshire Council Group



Our particular thanks are offered to:

Elaine Kemp, Section 95 Officer and Head of Business for Financial Solutions

Kathleen Shearer, Business Finance Manager

Executive Directors and Heads of Service throughout North Lanarkshire Council

BUDGET 2021-22 PUBLICATION  PREPARED BY CALLUM REID

PROMOTED BY COUNCILLOR JORDAN JAMES LINDEN ON BEHALF OF THE NORTH

LANARKSHIRE SNP GROUP, C/O DEPUTE LEADER OF THE SNP OFFICE, 4TH FLOOR, CIVIC

CENTRE, WINDMILLHILL STREET, MOTHERWELL, ML1 1AB

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Scottish National Party Group on North Lanarkshire Council

would like to offer their sincerest thanks to the Officers of North

Lanarkshire Council and assistance in recent months to help inform

our Budget setting process and ensure our Budgets compliance.



Foreword by Councillor Tom Johnston, 
Leader of the SNP Group

Foreword by Councillor Jordan James Linden, 
Depute Leader of the SNP Group

This Budget is being delivered in exceptional circumstances as we continue to battle a
pandemic that has shaken our society and economy to the core, and as we face the
harmful impacts of Brexit not only here in North Lanarkshire but across Scotland.

The SNP Scottish Government Budget delivered by the Cabinet Secretary provides
certainty and stability to all in Scotland including to Businesses here in North
Lanarkshire, as well as essential support for families and the bolstering of public
services, whilst promoting sustainable growth and creating jobs.

It is a Budget that continues to protect our economy and ensures a strong recovery and
a fairer, stronger and greener future. A Budget yet again set against the backdrop of a
delayed UK Budget that has made the task more difficult by denying the Scottish
Government crucial information on funding.

Despite this the SNP Government have delivered significant investment in North
Lanarkshire, whether it be on Health, the Economy, Justice, or Education. The SNP is
delivering for North Lanarkshire and this Budget today is a continuation of our
commitment to delivering for our Communities and for Local People.

North Lanarkshire has been well served by the SNP Scottish Government and todays
Budget delivers on that continued record, team and vision for North Lanarkshire.

North Lanarkshire has benefited from £33 million towards the cost of construction of 772
new-build North Lanarkshire homes for rent (That’s 35% of the cost of each house built).
We have seen £8.5 million to allow the Council to purchase houses on the open market
and then rent them out. 300 family homes were purchased, with the Scottish
Government providing 38% of the cost.

Our record goes further, protecting 70,000 Scottish households from the Tory Bedroom
Tax, which is charged for in England. We are investing £20.35 million capital funding to
North Lanarkshire to build nine new family learning centres. This helps the SNP Scottish
Government’s massive expansion of childcare for 3-5 year olds and vulnerable 2-year-
olds from 600 hours to 1140 hours per year. This saves families £4,500 a year per child
in childcare. £34 million in grant funding for early learning and childcare initiatives in
North Lanarkshire and the £14 million a year for the Scottish Attainment Challenge, to
narrow the deprivation-caused school attainment gap. The SNP Government helps low-
income Scottish families with: £10 per child per week to help 35,000 vulnerable children.
Nowhere else in the UK does this. Free school meals for Primaries 1 to 3. (Saving families
£400 per year per child) and £100 clothing grants for school uniforms. 

The action by this SNP Scottish Government to support North Lanarkshire is extensive
and wide - and your team in North Lanarkshire continue to champion this work whilst we
also champion and deliver for North Lanarkshire.



Councillor Jim Hume, 
SNP Group Spokesperson for Finance and Resources

The Council Finance Team quite rightly prepare a

Medium Term Financial Plan that produces estimates

for the overall financial position of the Council over

the next 3 years. However Budget settlements are

currently only for one year and the settlement figure

from the Scottish Government is only fixed for one

year.

There is major uncertainty around the projected

figures for the 2 subsequent years.

For example, the projected figure last year for 21/22

showed a deficit of £24.2 million.In fact because of:

Financial flexibilities introduced by the SNP Scottish Government worth more than £10m, a real terms

increase in the General Revenue Grant of £12.4m by the SNP Scottish Government, an increase in ring fenced

Revenue Funding of £3.6 m bringing it to £51m by the SNP Scottish Government,  the providing of £4.6m in

additional funding to ensure there was a Council Tax freeze by the SNP Scottish Government - this additional

money amounted to more that £30m extra for the Council. 

This meant that taken alongside advance action by our Council, rather than a deficit - the SNP Scottish

Government has delivered an £8.2m surplus.

All of the above, coupled with the huge financial support totalling £40.672m given to the Council by the

Scottish Government to cover significant additional costs to deal with the Covid Pandemic means that what

could have been a devastating blow to Staff and Services has been avoided.

The response needed to deal with the likely future costs could be significant, but you can be assured the SNP

Group will always have the best interest of our Communities at the heart of all our decisions.



The COVID-19 Pandemic has seen the sheer

importance of our Culture and Leisure Services

drawn into sharp focus, due to their expansive

capacity and ability to deliver throughput, the

role they are playing in the delivery of the

COVID Vaccination is crucial to ending this

pandemic.

The Labour Administration in 2020-21 delivered

a Budget which forced savings of over £5 million

to Culture and Leisure Services in North

Lanarkshire over 2021-22 and 2022-23. 

The SNP Budget rejected these savings then and

we do so again now.

Not only does this SNP Budget deliver a halt on

these devastating cuts but we are introducing a

permanent reversal of over £3.7 million of

savings to Culture and Leisure Services,

cancelling the savings of 2020-21 and 2021-22

now and into the future.

Our Budget acknowledges that Culture and

Leisure North Lanarkshire shall shortly return to

North Lanarkshire Council to be managed and

ultimately our ambition is to deliver a

sustainable future for these services that ensures

North Lanarkshire’s communities can access and

participate in cultural and active opportunities,

whilst promoting closer relationships with

communities and partners, to facilitate and

realise community led activities and services.

2020 was a dark year for all of us - with the

pandemic, loneliness, fear and worry. 

Against that backdrop, we recognise the

importance of light – whether that be

metaphorical with the glimmers of hope we see

now in 2021 or whether that be to the Festive

Lights that illuminate our Towns and Villages. In

2020, we saw these being provided in some

communities by incredible community activists.

This action demonstrated the power of

community. 

In December 2020, SNP Councillors passed a

Motion at Full Council with Cross Party Support

that ensures that Festive Lighting in our Towns

and Villages would be a matter which our

Communities Team would support Communities

with and ensure that we considered how to use

our Participatory Budgeting Approach including

the devolution of 1% of Council Funding

decisions to Communities.

But in 2021, we want to give back to the

Community and build in more time for the

sustainable future for Festive Lighting in Towns

and Villages.

Accordingly, whilst this work continues our SNP

Budget will deliver full funding for Festive

Lighting in all of North Lanarkshire’s Towns and

Villages – bringing much needed sparkle to our

Festive Season.

Our Key Budget Highlights

Stopping Labour
Cuts to Culture and
Leisure Services

Delivering a future
for Festive Lighting
in our Towns 
and Villages



The SNP Group are always listening to the views

of local people and we have heard your views

on the Council’s Extreme Weather Policy and

Plans. We know that many Residents have found

themselves unable to report issues during

Adverse Weather through the Northline Phone

Hotline or indeed utilising the Website for simple

tasks such as lodging requests for Grit Bin refills.

We know that Residents did not feel there was

enough Grit to allow all of us to support the

efforts to clear our local area and we know that

there were impacts on Waste Collection too.

Therefore, this SNP Budget agrees that a further

Review shall take place to deliver an Extreme

Weather Policy for our Communities. 

In the meantime, we will halt the previously

approved saving on the Rationalisation of Grit

Bins across North Lanarkshire. This action will

ensure that we maintain the current rate of Grit

Bins across our Communities whilst we

undertake a Review of the Extreme Weather

Policy, that we hope will deliver on the needs of

local people during these adverse weather

events.

From April 2020, it was agreed that areas of land

not owned by the Council will no longer be

maintained – responsibility for these then lying

with the owners, in line with their title deeds.

The Council rightly took the decision to

postpone the introduction of this change during

the pandemic but once again it is due to be

implemented. 

But COVID-19 is not over yet and we want to

ensure that people in these in these areas who

would choose to have the land privately

maintained, and would require to determine

ownership of the land and factoring

arrangements, are given sufficient time to do

that. We are still in a pandemic that requires

require residents to avoid leaving their home

unnecessarily and minimising contact with

others, therefore, it is premature to introduce

this change.

COVID-19 means people are spending more time

out in their local Community and we want to

see people using their environment. 

Therefore, our SNP Budget will deliver a delay to

the implementation of this policy until the

COVID-19 pandemic subsides to ensure the focus

is on enjoying outdoor space during recovery.

Our Key Budget Highlights

An Extreme
Weather Policy for
our Communities

Creating an Outdoor
Space for Recovery



As we continue through and emerge from the

COVID-19 Pandemic, we want to create an

environment and spaces in our Community that

is about local people.

Recent decisions by the Labour Administration

have seen drastic cuts to Trading Standards,

Environmental Protection and Animal Welfare –

all whilst raising the cost of Special Uplifts. 

Their Budget in 2020-21 approved savings of

£234,000 over two years. This has impacted on

the Councils ability to deal with Fly Tipping, Fly

Posting, Dog Fouling and Anti-Scam Initiatives to

name just a few of the many items this valued

service deliver on.

Therefore, to assess the impact and potential

improvements that re-investment into the

service can bring the SNP Group in our Budget

will cancel the savings this year and instead

reintroduce the £234,000 of funding to deliver

improved experiences for local people across

North Lanarkshire as they continue to live, learn,

work and enjoy all that North Lanarkshire has to

offer.

Thanks to the SNP Scottish Government - as a

result of the Local Government Finance

Settlement - North Lanarkshire has enjoyed a

3.1% increase on total revenue funding this year.  

Even after adjusting for ring-fenced grants and

directed spend on the issues that matter most to

people across North Lanarkshire such as

Education Attainment Gap and Housing - there is

a 1% increase on core grant.

Accordingly, our SNP Budget delivers on all of

the areas articulated – Community Centres,

Outdoor Spaces, Winter Policies and Christmas

Lighting  and Budgets for the Future. 

Your SNP Group are proposing to take £3.863

million into next year’s Budget to continue to

mitigate the worst impacts of Tory Cuts to our

Budgets and importantly to continue our actions

to support the local Community. 

We will therefore deploy this significant resource

alongside the future Budget Settlement from the

Scottish Government - to continue to deliver

ambitious Budgets for the people of North

Lanarkshire investing in Education, Justice,

Housing and Health.

Our Key Budget Highlights

Recovery and our
Environment

Budgeting for
our Future



£27.2m in 2014 for Clyde Valley High
School 
£32.1m in 2015 for Greenfaulds High School 
£7.7m in 2015 for Burnside
£38.5m in 2017 for Cumbernauld Academy 

EDUCATION
£7.3m in 2009 for NHS Lanarkshire - Learning
Disabilities Service Assessment & Treatment
Centre
£27.7m in 2011 for NHS Lanarkshire - Airdrie
Community Health Centre
£50.6m in 2014 for NHS Lanarkshire Primary Care
Health Centres
£18.3m in 2015 for NHS Lanarkshire - Reprovision
of Theatres and ICU Monklands DGH

HEALTH

£375m in 2007 for Airdrie to Bathgate
Rail Link Project
£320m in 2009 for M80 Stepps to
Haggs
£870m in 2012 for Edinburgh Glasgow
Improvement Programme EGIP
£452m in 2014 for M8 M73 M74
Motorway Improvements Project
£160m in 2017 for Shotts Electrification

TRANSPORT

£59.5m in 2009 for HMP
Shotts - Redevelopment Phase
1
£30m in 2011 for HMP Shotts -
Redevelopment Phase 2
£75m in 2012 for Scottish
Crime Campus

J U S T I C E

DELIVERING FOR NORTH
LANARKSHIRE

S N P

T H E  S N P  I N  G O V E R N M E N T  I S  D E L I V E R I N G  K E Y  P R O J E C T S
F O R  N O R T H  L A N A R K S H I R E



Schools  in  North  Lanarkshire  are  benefitting  from  the  £750m 

 Attainment  Scotland  Fund.  In  2020-21,  North Lanarkshire council

received £9,110,457 to be spent at the discretion of teachers and school

leaders to close the attainment gap, benefitting 117 primary schools and 23

secondary schools. This will increase to £9,501,303 in 2021-22. 

Almost 97,000 affordable homes have been delivered since the SNP

came to office, nearly 67,000 of which were for social rent, including 

 over 14,000 council homes.

The SNP has delivered 3,210 social and 561 affordable homes in North

Lanarkshire.

Since 2007, 10159 new homes have been built in North Lanarkshire

under the SNP.

This includes 640 council homes and 1,785 housing association homes.

All eligible children will benefit from at least 1,140 hours of funded

early learning and childcare (ELC) from August 2021. Our increase, from

600 to 1,140 hours will save families over £4,500 per child per year.

18,603 baby boxes have been delivered to all new arrivals in

Lanarkshire between 2017 and 2020.

There were 7,020 properties receiving one or more reliefs in addition

to the 1.6% universal relief in North Lanarkshire. Recipients received

total support of £64.2m, including 1.6% universal relief.

An estimated 31,100 children in 18,700 families across North Lanarkshire

are expected to benefit from the Scottish Government’s ground

breaking anti-poverty payment

Between 9 November to 31 December 2020, 4,350 people in North

Lanarkshire applied for the Scottish ChildPayment.

The Scottish Child Payment will be worth £10 per child for low-income

families by the end of 2022, with introduction for under-6s starting by

early 2021.



THE BUDGET
MOTION



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
SNP GROUP BUDGET MOTION  

2021/2022 

£641.4m General Revenue Funding, an increase of £12.4m 
£51m in Ring Fenced Revenue Funding, an increase of £3.6m 
Providing £4.6m to ensure there can be a fully funded Council Tax
freeze 

£10.447m in Base Budget Adjustments including £10m of Loan Debt
Reprofiling 
£11.795m in previously approved savings 

1. We note and welcome the update provided by the Head of Financial
Solutions in respect  of the Local Government Financial Settlement for
2021/22, and in particular in accepting  this level of funding provided, note
the extra funding that the Scottish Government is  providing to the
Council. This includes: 

2. We understand the challenges of single year financial settlements and
are disappointed  that the UK Budget hasn’t allowed Scottish Government
certainty – once again. 

3. We accept the figures in the latest Financial Outlook provided by the
Finance Team, which covers the figures from the Medium Term Financial
Plan. This includes: 

 
4. The effect of this extra funding alongside Council Advance Action is that
there is a surplus  of £8.2m available in 2021/2022 

5. Agree the continuation of the historic practice in respect of the volume
discount as set out  within section 7 of the Revenue Budget and Council
Tax 2021/22 Report.
 
6. Agree the level of general fund contingency reserve at £8.000 million as
advised by the  Head of Financial Solutions.
 
7. Reiterate our previous commitment to set aside the equivalent of a 1%
of Council Tax  increase from 2021−22 to support the Community
Investment Fund, noting again that the  Scottish Government have funded
this ability. 

8. Confirm a Council Tax Freeze this year, fully funded by the Scottish
Government, which  saves Council Tax Payers and ensures more pounds in
people’s pockets at this difficult time.



9. Confirm that we understand the need for a MTFP and how difficult it is
to prepare this  when funding figures are only confirmed for one year. We
also acknowledge the current  MTFP projections for 22/23 and 23/24.
 
10. In confirming all of this, we commit to the delivery of a balanced
Budget, when the final  settlements are confirmed for those future years.

Our Budget Rationale 

Our primary goal in deciding our Budget proposals, was to utilise the
surplus in a way that  supports our Communities in these challenging
times, dealing with the Covid-19 Pandemic.

To that end, we have proposed reversing previously approved savings for
20/21 and 21/22 in a  number of areas, on a one of basis, and totalling
£628k. Many Councillors have received emails  from Constituents,
complaining about these cuts and reversing them will help to lift people’s 
 spirits whilst they are still dealing with all the Covid restrictions.
  
In keeping with our objective to support our Communities facing all the
challenges of the Covid, we are proposing to reverse the projected cuts to
CLNL on a recurring basis.
  
The impact of a year’s Covid restrictions, on physical and mental health is
well understood and  documented. What is unknown is how significantly it
has impacted our Communities as Covid  has reduced the opportunity to
have proper medical assessments done in these areas. CLNL  facilities and
services will play a key role is assisting people to get back to normal.
Evidence from  previous reopening of the facilities after the first lockdown,
proved that people are keen to use  the facilities.
 
We will of course take into consideration, the result of the insourcing
review, in terms of CLNL  going forward.
 
The proceeding pages show the SNP Group Budget highlights and the
following pages outline the  SNP Budget Motion and the Revenue Budget
Financial Outlook.










