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17 December 2020 at 4 pm. 
 

A Remote Meeting of the NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  COUNCIL 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Jones, Provost; Councillor Castles, Depute Provost; Councillors Anderson, D. Ashraf, J. Ashraf, 
Baird, Barclay, Beveridge, Brannan-McVey, Burgess, Burrows, Cameron, Campbell, Carragher, Carson, 
M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Cullen, Curran, Currie, Di Mascio, Docherty, Doolan, Douglas, Duffy, Farooq,  Fisher, 
Fotheringham, Gallacher, Goldie, Goldsack, Gourlay, Graham, Hogg, Hume, C. Johnston, T. Johnston, Kelly, 
Kerr, Larson, Lennon, Linden, Logue, MacGregor, Magowan, Masterton, McCulloch, McKendrick, McLaren, 
McManus, McNally, McNeil, McPake, McVey, Mooney, Morgan, O’Rourke, Pettigrew, Quigley, Reddin, Roarty, 
Shevlin, Shields, Stephen, Stevenson, Stocks, Stubbs, Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine, Watson, Weir, 
Wilson and Woods. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Jones (Provost) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Executive; Executive Director (Education and Families); Executive Director (Enterprise and 
Communities); Chief Accountable Officer, Health and Social Care; Head of Business Solutions; Head of 
Financial Solutions; Head of Legal and Democratic Solutions; Head of People and Organisational 
Development; Head of Strategic Communication; Audit and Risk Manager and Democratic Services Manager. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Fannan and Feeney. 
 
 
The Provost welcomed everyone to the third remote meeting of North Lanarkshire Council and provided 
an overview of the functionality of WebEx to ensure the smooth running of the meeting. 
 
 
The Provost advised that the meeting was being live streamed through the Council's You Tube Channel 
and was publicly available and if the meeting required to adjourn for any reason the stream would stop 
and a new stream would commence when the meeting resumed.  In addition, the meeting would be 
available afterwards as an archive recording. 
 
 
The Provost further advised that Item 2 Amendment to Protocol for Remote Meetings – Electronic Voting 
had been withdrawn and would not be subject to consideration by Council.   
 
 
DECLARATIONS  OF  INTEREST  IN  TERMS  OF  THE  ETHICAL  STANDARDS  IN  PUBLIC  LIFE  ETC.  
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  2000 
 
1. Councillor Cameron, by virtue of being a member of an organisation which uses Culture and Leisure 

North Lanarkshire Facilities, declared an interest in Paragraph 9 – Notice of Motion by Councillor 
Cameron and Councillor Watson and further declared that the interest was sufficiently remote so as 
to permit his participation in the item of business. 

 
Councillor Stubbs, by virtue of a family member's employment with Culture and Leisure North 
Lanarkshire, declared an interest in Paragraph 9 – Notice of Motion by Councillor Cameron and 
Councillor Watson, and left the meeting during consideration of this item. 
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Councillor Gourlay, by virtue of her employment with Culture and Leisure North Lanarkshire, declared 
an interest in Paragraph 9 – Notice of Motion by Councillor Cameron and Councillor Watson, and left 
the meeting during consideration of this item. 

 
 
 
AMENDMENT  TO  PROTOCOL  FOR  REMOTE  MEETINGS  -  ELECTRONIC  VOTING 
 
2. This item was withdrawn. 
 
 
 
MINUTES  OF  MEETINGS  OF  COMMITTEES,  SUB-COMMITTEES  AND  PANELS  -  CYCLE  4  2020 
 
3. There was submitted the Volume of Minutes for Meetings of Committees, Sub-Committees and Panels 

for Cycle 4 for approval in terms of Standing Order 21. 
 

Decided: that the Minutes of the Meetings of Committees, Sub-Committees and Panels for 
Cycle 4 be approved. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  REVENUE  ACCOUNT  -  REVENUE  ESTIMATES  2021/2022 
 
4. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the Meeting of the Housing and Regeneration 

Committee held on 25 November 2020 when (1) the base budget adjustments detailed within 
Appendix 1 to the report were noted; (2) the base budget savings outlined in Appendix 2 to the report 
were noted; (3) the allocation of HRA surplus balances as highlighted in paragraphs 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4 
of the report were noted and (4) it was agreed that the financial assumptions contained within the 
report be reviewed at the Council meeting on 17 December 2020 to allow approval of the HRA 
Revenue Estimates for 2021/2022, there was submitted the said report. 

 
Councillor Brannan-McVey, seconded by Councillor Alan Valentine moved:- 
 
1. That in setting the 2021/22 budget for the Housing Revenue Account the significant progress made 

in delivering the Council’s ambitious programme for housing through the Economic Regeneration 
Delivery Plan be noted including:- 

 

• An increase in the target for new supply housing from 2,150 by 2027 to 5,000 by 2035; 
 

• The continued progress in identifying and delivering new build sites across North Lanarkshire 
with updated projections presented to the Housing and Regeneration Committee in November 
2020; 

 

• The approval, development and ongoing delivery of plans for investment and re-provisioning 
of the Council’s tower properties; 
 

• Approval of a 5 year mainstream capital programme from 2021/22 to 2025/26 which aims to 
deliver £306m of investment in the Council’s housing stock; a 20% increase from the previous 
5 year planning period and includes £138m of funding aimed at improving energy and carbon 
efficiency across the estate; and 
 

• An expansion of Council buy back schemes which will allow for around 130 properties to be 
brought back into use each year. 

 
2. To continue this investment and note the previous decision of the Council to increase rent levels 

by 5% for 2021/22. 
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3. Note the cost pressures, base budget savings, additional income and additional support for the 
Ambition programme outlined in Section 2 of the ‘Housing Revenue Account – 2021/22 Revenue 
Estimates’ report which maintains a balanced budget.  

 
4. To maintain the core contingency reserve representing 1% of the Housing Revenue Account core 

budget. 
 
5. Note the 2020/21 projected surplus on the Housing Revenue Account and agree to allocate this 

surplus to support additional one-off resources during 2021/22 as follows:- 
 

a. £2.5m towards the Universal Credit Assistance Fund and Rent Hardship Fund to ensure that 
tenants facing hardship as a result of the transition to Universal Credit, redundancy or a 
significant loss of income linked to COVID-19 will continue to be supported to maintain their 
tenancy.  

 
b. £2.5m set aside to enhance existing programmes for roofing, rendering and heating upgrades 

all targeted at improving home energy efficiency and reducing energy bills for tenants.  
 

c. Recognising that many tenants may not have wanted tradespeople in their homes to complete 
non-statutory or non-emergency repairs during the COVID-19 pandemic, set aside £2.5m to 
support the potential for increased repairs demand during 2021/22. 

 
Decided:  
 
(1) that the Housing Revenue Account Budget for 2021/2022 be implemented;  

 
(2) that the core contingency reserve representing 1% of the Housing Revenue Account Core 

Budget be maintained;  
 

(3) that the cost pressures, base budget savings, additional income and support for the ambition 
programme outlined in Section 2 of the report, which maintains a balance budget, be noted; 

 
(4) that the investment in delivering the Council’s Ambition programme for housing, and the 

previous decision of the Council to increase rent levels by 5% for 2021/2022 be noted, and  
 

(5) that the projected surplus for 2020/2021 be allocated to support one-off additional resources 
during 2021/2022, as follows:- 

 
(i) £2.5m towards the Universal Credit Assistance Fund and the Rent Hardship Fund to 

ensure that tenants facing hardship as a result of the transition to Universal Credit, 
redundancy or a significant loss of income linked to Covid-19 will continue to be 
supported to maintain their tenancy; 

 
(ii) £2.5m to enhance existing programmes for roofing, rendering and heating upgrades 

all targeted at improving home energy efficiency in reducing energy bills for tenants, 
and 

 
(iii) £2.5m to support the potential for increased demand for repairs during 2021/2022 

recognising that many tenants may not have wanted tradespeople in their homes to 
complete non-statutory or non-emergency repairs during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP  OF  COMMITTEES,  SUB-COMMITTEES  AND  PANELS 
 
5. There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic Solutions setting out 

recommendations for appointment to Committees, Sub-Committees and Panels. 
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Decided: that the appointment of Members to Committees, Sub-Committees and Panels, as 
attached at Appendix 1 to the Minute, be implemented. 

 
 
 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  CAMPBELL  AND  COUNCILLOR  MCLAREN 
 
6. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Campbell and Councillor 

McLaren, notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 
 

"That Council agrees:- 
 

To actively promote a public awareness campaign about the impact of fireworks on animal welfare 
and vulnerable people – including the precautions that can be taken to mitigate risks. 
 

To write to the UK Government urging them to introduce legislation to limit the maximum noise level 
of fireworks to 90dB for those sold to the public for private displays. 
 

To write to the Scottish Government asking them to use their powers over the use of fireworks to 
prevent them from impacting animal welfare, vulnerable people and tragic incidents. 
 
To ask the Scottish Government to implement fully the recommendations from the Fireworks Review 
Group published in November. 

 
To encourage local suppliers of fireworks to stock ‘quieter’ fireworks for public display." 
 
Councillor Carragher, seconded by Councillor Fotheringham, moved as an amendment:- 
 
“That Council agrees to actively promote a public awareness campaign about the impact of fireworks 
on animal welfare and vulnerable people – including the precautions that can be taken to mitigate 
risks.  
 
That Council agrees to write to the UK Government urging them to introduce legislation to limit the 
maximum noise level of fireworks to 90dB for those sold to the public for private displays.  
 
That Council notes the 14 week consultation, your experiences, your ideas, your views, undertaken 
by The Scottish Government which opened at the beginning of February 2019 and closed in May 2019 
which received 16,420 responses and included 29 public events across Scotland which were attended 
by over 250 people. 
 
Council further notes that the consultation and accompanying nationally representative omnibus 
survey demonstrated strong support for changing how fireworks are sold and used in Scotland and 
that in response the Scottish Government have published a Fireworks Action Plan setting out how 
they will address the concerns expressed and promote the safe and appropriate use of fireworks. 
 
Council acknowledges that - whilst much of the legislation relating to fireworks is reserved to 
Westminster and that Scottish Ministers have engaged with the UK Government to introduce tighter 
restrictions the sale of fireworks - legislation is only part of the picture and the Scottish Government 
recognise that there are other ways to take action including working together with stakeholders and 
our communities, sharing information and knowledge and expertise to ensure people and communities 
across Scotland stay safe. 
 
Further Council welcomes the introduction of awareness raising campaigns and the promotion of 
organised public events; and the announcement that the Scottish Government will initiate long term 
actions that will support a cultural change in how we use fireworks in Scotland. 
 
In so doing, Council agrees to write to the Scottish Government asking them to use what limited powers 
they do have over the use of fireworks to prevent them from impacting animal welfare, vulnerable 
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people and tragic incidents and in addition shall request that the Scottish Government implement fully 
the recommendations from the Fireworks Review Group published in November. 
 
Finally, Council agrees that Officers shall work to encourage local suppliers of fireworks to stock 
‘quieter’ fireworks for public display." 
 
Councillor Campbell withdrew her Motion which had been intimated in accordance with Standing Order 
24. 
 
Councillor Carragher withdrew her amendment, which had been intimated in accordance with Standing 
Order 24. 
 
There was submitted the following Composite Motion in the names of Councillor Campbell and 
Councillor Carragher, which had been intimated in accordance with Standing Order 24. 

 
“That Council agrees:- 
  
To actively promote a public awareness campaign about the impact of fireworks on animal welfare 
and vulnerable people - including the precautions that can be taken to mitigate risks. 
  
To write to the UK Government urging them to introduce legislation to limit the maximum noise level 
of fireworks to 90dB for those sold to the public for private displays. 
  
To note the 14 week consultation, Your experiences, your ideas, your views, undertaken by The 
Scottish Government which opened at the beginning of February 2019 and closed in May 2019 which 
received 16,420 responses and included 29 public events across Scotland which were attended by 
over 250 people. 
 
To further note that the consultation and accompanying nationally representative omnibus survey 
demonstrated strong support for changing how fireworks are sold and used in Scotland and that in 
response the Scottish Government have published a Fireworks Action Plan setting out how they will 
address the concerns expressed and promote the safe and appropriate use of fireworks. 
 
To acknowledge that - whilst much of the legislation relating to fireworks is reserved to Westminster 
and that Scottish Ministers have engaged with the UK Government to introduce tighter restrictions the 
sale of fireworks - legislation is only part of the picture and the Scottish Government recognise that 
there are other ways to take action including working together with stakeholders and our communities, 
sharing information, knowledge and expertise to ensure people and communities across Scotland stay 
safe. 
 
To welcome the introduction of awareness raising campaigns, the promotion of organised public 
events; and the announcement that the Scottish Government will initiate long term actions that will 
support a cultural change in how we use fireworks in Scotland. 
 
To write to the Scottish Government asking them to use what limited powers they do have over the 
use of fireworks to prevent them from impacting on animal welfare. 
 
That Officers shall work to encourage local suppliers of fireworks to stock ‘quieter’ fireworks for public 
sale." 
 
Councillor Campbell, seconded by Councillor Carragher, then moved the terms of the composite 
motion. 
 
Decided:  

 
(1) that Council agrees to actively promote a public awareness campaign on the impact of 

fireworks on animal welfare and vulnerable people including the precautions which can be 
taken to mitigate the risk; 
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(2) that a letter be sent to the UK Government urging it to introduce legislation to limit the 
maximum noise level of fireworks to 90dB for those fireworks sold to the public for private 
displays; 

 
(3) that the 14-week consultation “Your Experiences, Your Ideas, Your Views” undertaken by the 

Scottish Government which opened at the beginning of February 2019 and closed in May 2019 
and which received 16,420 responses and included 29 public events across Scotland which 
were attended by over 250 people, be noted; 

 
(4) that it be noted that the consultation and accompanying nationally representative omnibus 

survey demonstrated strong support for changing how fireworks are sold and used in Scotland 
and that in response the Scottish Government has published a Fireworks Action Plan setting 
out how it will address the concerns expressed and promoting the safe and appropriate use 
of fireworks; 

 
(5) that it be acknowledged that whilst much of the legislation relating to fireworks is reserved to 

the UK Government and that Scottish Ministers have engaged with the UK Government to 
introduce tighter restrictions, the sale of fireworks legislation is only part of the picture and the 
Scottish Government recognises that there are other ways to take action including working 
together with stakeholders and communities, sharing information and knowledge and 
expertise to ensure people in communities across Scotland can stay safe; 

 
(6) that the Council welcomes the introduction of awareness raising campaigns and the promotion 

of organised public events and the announcement that the Scottish Government will initiate 
long term actions that will support a cultural change in how we use fireworks in Scotland; 

 
(7) that a letter be sent to Scottish Government asking it to use what limited powers it has over 

the use of fireworks to prevent them from impacting on animal welfare, and 
 

(8) that Officers undertake work to encourage local suppliers of fireworks to stock quieter 
fireworks for public sale. 

 
 
 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  MAGOWAN  AND  COUNCILLOR  FOTHERINGHAM 
 
7. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Magowan and Councillor 

Fotheringham, notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 
 

“This Council reaffirms its commitment to outdoor education and agrees that a residential experience 
is a vital part of this education for our young people. 
 
Council agrees that there are a number of diverse locations across North Lanarkshire that could 
provide an alternative to the now closed Kilbowie Outdoor Centre in Oban. 
 
Council acknowledges – with sadness - the fact that our primary seven pupils are missing out on their 
crucial subsidised residential experience which develops resilience, independence and leadership 
skills. 
 
Council demands an assurance that plans for a residential outdoor centre are in place at a suitable 
location and will be further actioned as feasible and agrees that the 10 year Parks for the Future Plan 
agreed at the Environment and Transportation Committee alongside the Scottish Government’s 
Outdoor Education Fund provides an excellent opportunity to prevent present and future cohorts of 
primary 7 pupils being disadvantaged by a lack of a residential outdoor learning experience." 
 
Councillor Magowan, seconded by Councillor Fotheringham, then moved the terms of the motion. 
 
Councillor McNally, seconded by Councillor McPake, moved as an amendment:- 
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“The Council recognises the importance of outdoor education for the young people of North 
Lanarkshire and welcomes the new programme being piloted at Strathclyde Country Park; 
understands since August 2020, 458 Primary 7 pupils from 14 schools have attended the 5 day 
programme delivered by Active Schools and the Countryside Rangers. Council welcomes the range 
of activities young people can participate in, including archery, bush craft, cycling, orienteering, water 
sports and many more; understands that feedback from pupils, teachers and parents is very positive.  
  
Council acknowledges the commitment at Policy and Strategy on 31 January 2020, from the Leader 
of the Council, to deliver residential provision at Strathclyde Country Park, aimed at complimenting the 
new outdoor education model. Whilst recognising the complications arising from the COVID-19 
pandemic, Council notes that a residential facility for sport and education is being pursued as part of 
the 5 year capital programme; further recognises that for many years Head Teachers have had the 
discretion to access a range of external providers which offer a residential experience. 

 
Council welcomes the ambitious Parks for the Future strategy and the opportunities it brings to 
enhance the outdoor education experience further. Finally, Council affirms its confidence that outdoor 
education in North Lanarkshire will continue to flourish and support young people develop important 
life skills.” 
 
Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
32  Members voted for the amendment, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Beveridge, Brannan-McVey, Burrows, Campbell, Carson, Castles, Curran, Duffy, Fisher, 
Goldsack, Gourlay, Graham, Hogg, Jones, Kelly, Logue, McCulloch, McKendrick, McLaren, McNally, 
McNeil, McPake, McVey, Mooney, Morgan, O’Rourke, Quigley, Reddin, Roarty, Shevlin, Stevenson 
and Woods. 
 
31 Members voted in favour of the motion, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Anderson, D. Ashraf, J. Ashraf, Baird, Barclay, Carragher, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Di Mascio, 
Doolan, Farooq, Fotheringham, Goldie, Hume, C. Johnston, T. Johnston, Kerr, Larson, Lennon, 
Linden, MacGregor, Magowan, Masterton, McManus, Pettigrew, Stephen, Stocks, Stubbs, 
Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine and Weir. 
 
7 Members abstained, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Burgess, Cameron, Cullen, Douglas, Gallacher, Watson and Wilson. 
 
32 Members having voted for the amendment, 31 Members having voted for the motion and 
7  Members having abstained, the amendment was accordingly declared carried. 
 
Decided:   

 
(1) that the Council recognises the importance of outdoor education for the young people of North 

Lanarkshire and welcomes the new programme being piloted at Strathclyde Country Park, 
and understands that since August 2020, 458 primary 7 pupils from 14 schools have attended 
the 5 day programme delivered by Active Schools and the Countryside Rangers;  

 
(2) that the Council welcomes the range of activities young people can participate in, including 

archery, bush craft, cycling, orienteering, water sports and many more and understands that 
feedback from pupils, teachers and parents has been very positive;  

 
(3) that the Council acknowledges the commitment at the Policy and Strategy Committee on 

31 January 2020 from the Leader of the Council to deliver residential provision at Strathclyde 
Country Park aimed at complementing the new outdoor education model whilst recognising 
the complications arising from the Covid-19 pandemic and notes that a residential facility for 
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sport and education was being pursued as part of the 5 Year Capital Programme and that, for 
many years, Head Teachers have had the discretion to access a range of external providers 
which offer a residential experience, and 

 
(4) that the Council welcomes the ambitious Parks for the Future Strategy and the opportunities 

that it brings to enhance the outdoor education experience further and reaffirms its confidence 
that outdoor education in North Lanarkshire will continue to flourish and support young people 
to develop important life skills. 

 
 
 

NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  MAGOWAN  AND  COUNCILLOR  LINDEN 
 
8. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Magowan and Councillor Linden, 

notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 
 

"That the Council acknowledges the incredible work being done throughout North Lanarkshire by a 
range of Community and Voluntary Sector Organisations – including Community Councils – to realise 
Christmas Trees and Festive Lighting in many of Towns and Villages across our Communities. 
 
Understands that Festive Lighting and Christmas Trees - to many - will be a beacon of hope and bring 
much needed happiness in these times. 
 
Furthermore, the Council agrees that moving forward Communities should be placed at the heart of 
decision making on issues such as Christmas Lighting. 
 
Therefore, agrees that the Council’s Communities Section shall work with Community Boards and 
other Community Stakeholders in the coming year to facilitate and support the opportunities to have 
Festive Lighting continue in our Communities. 
 
Notes that the Scottish Government and COSLA have an agreed position that 1% of the Council’s 
budget must be spent on local priorities determined by the community. 
 
And agrees therefore that further particular consideration will be given as to how Community Grants 
and Participatory Budgeting can be utilised to support these issues." 

 
Councillor Magowan, seconded by Councillor Linden, then moved the terms of the motion. 
 
Councillor Douglas, seconded by Councillor Burgess, then moved as an amendment:- 
 
“That the Council acknowledges the incredible work of community and voluntary sector organisations 
throughout North Lanarkshire –including our community councils - to realise Christmas trees and 
festive lighting in towns and villages across our communities. 
 
Understands that due to severe SNP Scottish Government cuts to Local Government over the last 
decade, cessation of festive lighting and Christmas trees was agreed as a budget saving for 2020/21 
and notes that this decision has caused upset throughout communities in North Lanarkshire. 
 
Further understands that Festive Lighting and Christmas Trees - to many - will be a beacon of hope 
and bring much needed happiness in these times. Therefore, agrees that the Council will reverse this 
decision to ensure all communities have access to festive lighting and Christmas trees, as they did in 
previous years." 
 
Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
8 Members voted for the amendment, as follows:- 
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Councillors Burgess, Cameron, Cullen, Currie, Douglas, Gallacher, Watson and Wilson. 
 
64 Members voted in favour of the motion, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Anderson, D. Ashraf, J. Ashraf, Baird, Barclay, Beveridge, Brannan-McVey, Burrows, 
Campbell, Carragher, Carson, Castles, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Curran, Di Mascio, Docherty, Doolan, 
Duffy, Farooq,  Fisher, Fotheringham, Goldie, Goldsack, Gourlay, Graham, Hogg, Hume, C. Johnston, 
T. Johnston, Jones, Kelly, Kerr, Larson, Lennon, Linden, Logue, MacGregor, Magowan, Masterton, 
McCulloch, McKendrick, McLaren, McManus, McNally, McNeil, McPake, McVey, Mooney, Morgan, 
O’Rourke, Pettigrew, Quigley, Reddin, Roarty, Shevlin, Stephen, Stevenson, Stocks, Stubbs, 
Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine, Weir and Woods. 
 
8 Members having voted for the amendment and 64 Members having voted for the motion, the motion 
was accordingly declared carried. 

 
Decided:   

 
(1) that the Council acknowledges the incredible work undertaken throughout North Lanarkshire 

by a range of Community and Voluntary Sector Organisations including Community Councils 
to realise Christmas Trees and Festive Lighting in many Towns and Villages across North 
Lanarkshire; 

 
(2) that the Council understands that Festive Lighting and Christmas Trees, to many, will be a 

beacon of hope and bring much needed happiness in these times; 
 

(3) that communities be placed at the heart of decision making on issues such as Christmas 
Lighting; 

 
(4) that the Council’s Communities Section work with Community Boards and other Community 

Stakeholders in the coming year to facilitate and support the opportunities to continue festive 
lighting in all communities across North Lanarkshire; 

 
(5) that it be noted that the Scottish Government and COSLA have an agreed position that 1% of 

the Council’s budget must be spent on local priorities determined by the Community, and 
 

(6) that consideration be given as to how Community Grants and participatory budgeting can be 
utilised for local priorities determined by the Community. 

 
 
Councillor Cameron, prior to consideration of the following item of business, having declared an interest 
by virtue of his membership of an organisation which uses CLNL facilities, further declared that the 
interest was sufficiently remote to permit his participation in the item of business. 
 
Councillor Stubbs, prior to consideration of the following item of business, having declared an interest 
by virtue of a family member's employment with CLNL, left the meeting during consideration of this item. 
 
Councillor Gourlay, prior to consideration of the following item of business, having declared an interest 
by virtue of her employment with CLNL, left the meeting during consideration of this item 
 
 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  CAMERON  AND  COUNCILLOR  WATSON 
 
9. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Cameron and Councillor Watson, 

notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 
 

"This Council welcomes the regular correspondence provided to Elected Members to update them on 
Council services during the Coronavirus pandemic; understands that not all service areas are fully 
operational due to the significant challenges North Lanarkshire Council and ALEOs face during this 
difficult time. 
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Understands that although Culture and Leisure North Lanarkshire Limited is not managed by the 
Council, the delivery forms part of the everyday operations provided by North Lanarkshire Council; 
notes that although Elected Members have made formal representation to Culture and Leisure North 
Lanarkshire Limited to secure a route map for the reopening of facilities, this information has not been 
forthcoming.  
 
Agrees that the Leader of North Lanarkshire Council writes to the Chief Executive of Culture and 
Leisure North Lanarkshire Limited to procure the following: 
 
A clear route map which details when certain facilities can reopen, which coincides with the Scottish 
Government’s tier system. 
 
When a report will be provided to Elected Members to give a full update on the current challenges 
Culture and Leisure North Lanarkshire Limited faces in relation to the reopening of facilities during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
What measures the ALEO is considering to safely reopen facilities across the Local Authority area." 
 
Councillor Cameron, seconded by Councillor Watson, then moved the terms of the motion. 
 
Decided: 
  
(1) that the Council welcomes the regular correspondence provided to Elected Members updating 

them on Council services during the Covid-19 pandemic and understands that not all service 
areas are fully operational due to the significant challenges the Council and its ALEOs face 
during this difficult time; 

 
(2) that it be noted that although Culture and Leisure North Lanarkshire Limited is not managed 

by the Council, the delivery forms part of the everyday operations provided by the Council and 
Elected Members have made formal representation to Culture and Leisure Limited to secure 
a route map for the reopening of facilities and this information has not been forthcoming, and 

 
(3) that the Leader of the Council writes to the Chief Executive of Culture and Leisure North 

Lanarkshire Limited to obtain the following information:- 
 

• a clear route map which details when certain facilities can reopen, which coincides with 
the Scottish Government's tier system; 

 

• a timescale for a report being provided to Elected Members to give a full update on the 
current challenges Culture and Leisure North Lanarkshire Limited faces in relation to the 
reopening of facilities during the Covid-19 pandemic, and 

 

• the measures that Culture and Leisure North Lanarkshire Limited was considering in order 
to safely reopen its facilities across the Council area. 

 
 
 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  MCMANUS  AND  COUNCILLOR  J. ASHRAF 
 
10. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor McManus and 

Councillor J. Ashraf, notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 
 

"North Lanarkshire Council is committed to the recruitment of staff members regardless of age, gender, 
ethnicity, disability, religion, sexual orientation or any protected characteristic.  
  
Further to this, North Lanarkshire Council recognises that there is work still to do to ensure our 
recruitment processes remain open and fair to all applicants regardless of their background.  
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Name blind-recruitment processes and blind CVs are now common practice of top recruiters such as 
KPMG, HSBC, Deloitte, BBC, NHS and the Civil Service. 
  
North Lanarkshire Council will commit to adopting a similar practice of name-blind recruitment 
processes and blind CVs to minimise the impact of unconscious bias whilst hiring or promoting staff 
members." 
 
Councillor McManus, seconded by Councillor J. Ashraf, then moved the terms of the motion. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be noted that the Council was committed to the recruitment of staff members regardless 

of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, religion, sexual orientation or any protected characteristic; 
 

(2) that the Council recognises that there was work still to be done to ensure that its recruitment 
processes remain open and fair to all applicants regardless of their background; 

 
(3) that it be noted that name blind-recruitment processes and blind CVs was now the common 

practice of top recruiters such as KPMG, HSBC, Deloitte, BBC, NHS and the Civil Service, 
and 

 
(4) that the Council adopts the practice of name blind-recruitment processes and blind CVs to 

minimise the impact of unconscious bias whilst hiring or promoting staff members. 
 
 
 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  GOLDIE  AND  COUNCILLOR  STUBBS 
 
11. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Goldie and Councillor Stubbs, 

notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 
 

"This Council congratulates Steve Clarke and the Scotland men's football squad in their qualification 
for the European Championship finals. Two of these players currently play with Motherwell Football 
Club.  
 
It notes that one of these players, Stephen O'Donnell, was born in Bellshill and played his early years 
football in Wishaw. Another squad member, Kieran Tierney, spent his formative years in North 
Lanarkshire. 
 
This achievement has provided a much-needed lift to many North Lanarkshire residents. The positivity 
of qualification was seen within our communities when the Scotland women's squad qualified for the 
European and World finals in 2017 and 2019. 
 
The Council also notes the achievements of all North Lanarkshire athletes across all sports in these 
difficult times." 
 
Councillor Goldie, seconded by Councillor Stubbs, then moved the terms of the motion. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Council congratulates Steve Clark and the Scotland men's football squad on their 

qualification for the European Championship finals in 2021 and notes that two of these players 
currently play with Motherwell Football Club; 

 
(2) that it be noted that one of the squad members, Stephen O'Donnell was born in Bellshill and 

played his early years football in Wishaw and another squad member Kieran Tierney spent 
his formative years in North Lanarkshire; 
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(3) that it be noted that this achievement has provided a much needed lift to many North 
Lanarkshire residents and the positivity of qualification was seen within our communities when 
Scotland's women's squad qualified for the European World finals in 2017 and 2019, and 

 
(4) that the Council notes the achievement of all North Lanarkshire athletes across all sports 

during these difficult times. 
 
 
 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  WILSON  AND  COUNCILLOR  CULLEN 
 
12. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Wilson and Councillor Cullen, 

notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 
 

"The Council welcomes the support that has been provided to local businesses in North Lanarkshire 
during the COVID-19 pandemic through the UK Government’s Bounce Back Loan Scheme (BBLS) 
and Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS); 
 
Acknowledges figures released by HM Treasury in October 2020 confirming that up this point, an 
incredible £2.9 billion had been provided to businesses in Scotland through both initiatives; 
 
Notes that thousands of businesses in North Lanarkshire have benefited from the BBLS and CBILS 
and the breakdown of the support offered by the loans in each of the 4 UK Parliamentary 
constituencies covering the local authority is as follows: 
 
Airdrie and Shotts - 1,227 loans provided and worth a total value of £42,685,924 
 
Coatbridge Chryston and Bellshill – 1,384 loans provided and worth a total value of £51,889,575 
 
Cumbernauld, Kilsyth and Kirkintilloch East – 1,036 loans provided and worth a total value of 
£34,147,236 
 
Motherwell and Wishaw – 1,114 loans provided and worth a total value of £35,514,015 
 
Recognises therefore that in North Lanarkshire’s 4 UK Parliamentary constituencies, the total number 
of loans so far stands at 4,761 and at the combined value of an astonishing £164,236,750. 
 
Agrees that the UK Government’s Bounce Back Loan Scheme and Coronavirus Business Interruption 
Loan Scheme have been pivotal lifelines for businesses in North Lanarkshire at this most challenging 
of times and welcomes the remarkable financial assistance provided by both initiatives." 
 
Councillor Wilson, seconded by Councillor Cullen, then moved the terms of the motion. 
 
Councillor Di Mascio, seconded by Councillor Lennon, moved as an amendment:- 

 
“The Council welcomes the support that has been provided to local businesses in North Lanarkshire 
during the COVID-19 pandemic through the UK Government’s Bounce Back Loan Scheme (BBLS) 
and Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS); 

Acknowledges figures released by HM Treasury in October 2020 confirming that up this point, an 
incredible £2.9 billion had been provided to businesses in Scotland through both initiatives; 
 
Notes that thousands of businesses in North Lanarkshire have benefited from the BBLS and CBILS 
and the breakdown of the support offered by the loans in each of the 4 UK Parliamentary 
constituencies covering the local authority is as follows: 
 
Airdrie and Shotts - 1,227 loans provided and worth a total value of £42,685,924 
 
Coatbridge Chryston and Bellshill – 1,384 loans provided and worth a total value of £51,889,575 
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Cumbernauld, Kilsyth and Kirkintilloch East – 1,036 loans provided and worth a total value of 
£34,147,236 

Motherwell and Wishaw – 1,114 loans provided and worth a total value of £35,514,015 
 
Recognises therefore that in North Lanarkshire’s four UK Parliamentary constituencies, the total 
number of loans so far stands at 4,761 and at the combined value of an astonishing £164,236,750. 
 
Agrees that the UK Government’s Bounce Back Loan Scheme and Coronavirus Business Interruption 
Loan Scheme have been pivotal lifelines for businesses in North Lanarkshire at this most challenging 
of times and welcomes the remarkable financial assistance provided by both initiatives. 
 
Additionally the Council welcomes the support from the Scottish Government that has been provided 
to local businesses in North Lanarkshire during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Acknowledges the additional support packages from the Scottish Government, providing additional 
funding to support local businesses which include additional funding as well as mitigation and provision 
of funding where various sectors have been excluded. 
 
Recognises the significance of the Scottish Government Business Support Plan and Business 
Recovery Initiatives. Notably most recently the Scottish Government £30 million Discretionary Fund 
being one such Scottish Government initiative which will help many businesses throughout North 
Lanarkshire, some of whom do not qualify for funding from Westminster schemes. 
 
Concludes that businesses will benefit from the measures introduced by the Scottish Government and 
the United Kingdom Government and agrees that the Council will continue to promote the many 
initiatives, campaigns and announcements coming from Government to ensure that the people of 
North Lanarkshire and crucially its businesses and economy benefits as we move to recovery from 
Coronavirus." 
 
Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
28 Members voted for the amendment, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Anderson, D. Ashraf, J. Ashraf, Baird, Barclay, Carragher, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Di Mascio, 
Farooq, Fotheringham, Goldie, Hume, C. Johnston, T. Johnston, Larson, Lennon, Linden, MacGregor, 
Magowan, McManus, Pettigrew, Stephen, Stocks, Stubbs, Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine and 
Weir. 
 
8 Members voted in favour of the motion, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Burgess, Cameron, Cullen, Douglas, Gallacher, Goldsack, Watson and Wilson. 
 
31 Members abstained, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Beveridge, Brannan-McVey, Burrows, Campbell, Carson, Castles, Curran, Docherty, 
Doolan, Duffy, Fisher, Gourlay, Graham, Jones, Kelly, Logue, McCulloch, McLaren, McNally, McNeil, 
McPake, McVey, Mooney, Morgan, O'Rourke, Quigley, Reddin, Roarty, Shevlin, Stevenson and 
Woods. 
 
28 Members having voted for the amendment, 8 Members having voted for the motion and 
31 Members having abstained, the amendment was accordingly declared carried. 

 
Decided:  
 
(1) that the Council welcomes the support that had been provided to local businesses in North 

Lanarkshire during the Covid-19 pandemic through the UK Government’s Bounce Back Loan 
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Scheme and the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme and acknowledges figures 
released by HM Treasury in October 2020 confirmed that an incredible £2.9 billion had been 
provided to businesses in Scotland through both initiatives; 

 
(2) that the Council recognises that in North Lanarkshire's four UK parliamentary constituencies 

the total number of loans stands at 4,761 at a combined total value of £164,236,750; 
 

(3) that the Council welcomes the support from the Scottish Government that has been provided 
to local businesses in North Lanarkshire during the Covid-19 pandemic and acknowledges the 
additional support packages which includes additional funding as well as mitigation and 
provision of funding where various sectors have been excluded; 

 
(4) that it be noted that the UK Government's Bounce Back Loan Scheme and the Coronavirus 

Business Interruption Scheme had been pivotal lifelines for businesses in North Lanarkshire 
at this most challenging of times and Council welcomes the remarkable financial assistance 
provided by both initiatives; 

 
(5) that the significance of the Scottish Government's Business Support Plan and the Business 

Recovery Initiatives, notably the Scottish Government's £30m Diversity Fund which will help 
many businesses throughout North Lanarkshire some of whom do not qualify for funding from 
the UK Government schemes, be recognised, and 

 
(6) that the Council continues to promote the many initiatives, campaigns and announcements 

coming from both Governments to ensure that people of North Lanarkshire, and crucially its 
businesses and economy, benefits as we move to recovery from Covid-19. 

 
 
 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  WILSON  AND  COUNCILLOR  BURGESS 
 
13. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Wilson and Councillor Burgess, 

notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 
 

"The Council agrees that 3,000 more teachers should be recruited in Scotland to address teacher 
shortages in schools; notes that such a proposal could provide a massive boost to schools in the 
council area and result in the hiring of an additional 208 teachers in North Lanarkshire; understands 
that the proposed allocation of 208 new teachers to North Lanarkshire has been determined by a 
formula that divides 3000 by 52,247 (the current total number of teachers in Scotland) to give 0.05741 
and then multiplies this figure by 3621 (the last publicly known total number of teachers in North 
Lanarkshire) as reported by the most recent teacher census published by the Scottish Government in 
March 2020; recognises that there needs to be an ambition to address the existing workload demands 
on the teaching workforce across Scotland and in North Lanarkshire to give young people the best 
education possible by creating thousands of new teacher jobs at the national level and hundreds of 
new employment opportunities in our local authority; agrees that a letter from the council will be sent 
to the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills calling on the current Scottish Government to support 
proposals for the recruitment of 3,000 new teachers in Scotland that could create 208 new teaching 
posts in North Lanarkshire." 
 
Councillor Wilson, seconded by Councillor Burgess, then moved the terms of the motion. 
 
Councillor Magowan, seconded by Councillor T. Johnston, moved as an amendment:- 
 
"The Council acknowledges that by far the most important resource in our schools is the professionally 
trained teaching staff. 
 
Council notes that the number of teaching staff are increasing. There are 51,449 teachers in Scottish 
schools compared with 51,138 in 2018.  
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Council is pleased to note that the pupil/teacher ratio in Scotland compares favorably with other areas 
in the UK such as England at a level of 13.6 compared with 16.6 in England. Ensuring that Scottish 
students receive preferential treatment in our establishments. 
 
Council are interested to note that all teachers in Scotland are fully qualified. Unqualified teachers are 
allowed in other areas of the UK. 
 
Council is delighted to note that the high standard of teachers resulted in higher attainment in the 2020 
SQA Examinations even under the strictures of the pandemic. A-C at Nat 5 up from 78.2% to 81.1%; 
A-C at Higher up from 74.8% to 78.9%; A-C at advanced Higher up from 79.4% to 84.9%. The council 
further notes that the entries increased by 15,797 to more than 650,000. 
 
Council is proud to note that although Scottish Education is already excellent the Scottish Government 
are continually looking for year on year improvement. For this reason they are committed to providing 
an additional £155m over the next two years to Education. This funding includes £75m for local 
authorities to recruit around 1400 extra teachers and £5m to recruit around 200 additional teaching 
assistants or other education support staff.  
 
In addition £182m will be invested through the Attainment Scotland Fund with a commitment to extend 
the programme into next year and £25m to support digital inclusion amongst disadvantaged children 
and young people. 
 
Council notes that extra qualified teachers are always welcomed but that Scotland’s Education system 
at present is in competent hands and using sophisticated self-evaluation is looking to continually 
improve. 
 
Council agrees that a letter will be sent from the council to John Swinney the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills praising his effective management of Scottish Education." 
 
Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
28 Members voted for the amendment, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Anderson, D Ashraf, Baird, Barclay, Carragher, M Coyle, S Coyle, Di Mascio, Farooq, 
Fotheringham,  Goldie, Hume, C Johnston, T Johnston, Kerr, Larson, Lennon, Linden, MacGregor, 
Magowan, McManus, Pettigrew, Stephen, Stocks, Stubbs, Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine and 
Weir. 
 
37 Members voted in favour of the motion, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Brannan-McVey, Burgess, Burrows, Cameron, Campbell, Carson, Castles, Cullen, 
Curran, Docherty, Douglas, Duffy, Fisher, Gallacher, Goldsack, Gourlay, Graham, Jones, Kelly, 
Logue, McCulloch, McLaren, McNally, McNeil, McPake, Mooney, Morgan, O’Rourke, Quigley, Reddin, 
Roarty, Shevlin, Shields, Stevenson, Watson, Wilson and Woods. 
 
28 Members having voted for the amendment, and 37 Members having voted for the motion, the 
Motion was accordingly declared carried. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that Council agrees that 3000 more teachers should be recruited in Scotland to address 

teacher shortages in schools; 
 

(2) that it be noted that such a proposal could provide a massive boost to schools in North 
Lanarkshire and result in the hiring of an additional 208 teachers in North Lanarkshire; 
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(3) that Council understands that the proposed allocation of 208 new teachers to North 
Lanarkshire was determined using a formula that divides 3000 by 52.247 (the current total 
number of teachers in Scotland) to give 0.05741 and then multiplies this figure by 3621 (the 
last publicly known total number of teachers in North Lanarkshire) as reported by the most 
recent teacher census published by the Scottish Government in March 2020; 

 
(4) that Council recognises that there needs to be an ambition to address the existing workload 

demands on the teaching workforce across Scotland and in North Lanarkshire to give young 
people the best education possible by creating thousands of new teacher jobs at a national 
level and hundreds of new employment opportunities in North Lanarkshire, and 

 
(5) that a letter be sent to the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills calling on the Scottish 

Government to support proposals for the recruitment of 3000 new teachers in Scotland that 
could create 208 new teaching posts in North Lanarkshire. 

 
 
 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  WILSON  AND  COUNCILLOR  GALLACHER 
 
14. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Wilson and Councillor Gallacher, 

notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 
 

"The Council notes that during the period the SNP have been in power at Holyrood, Scottish 
Government Budget Settlements for Local Authorities in Scotland has left North Lanarkshire Council 
with no other choice but to implement devastating cuts to core service provision and totalling hundreds 
of millions of pounds; agrees that the SNP continuing to force disappointing budget settlements onto 
the council is particularly frustrating given the UK Government has consistently delivered significant 
block grant funding boosts to the Scottish Government in recent years; understands that the Council 
is again preparing to make significant and painful savings ahead of the 2021/22 budget setting 
exercise in anticipation of another poor financial settlement from the Scottish Government; agrees that 
to address the consistent underfunding of Local Authorities and continued derisory financial 
settlements, legislation should be introduced at the Scottish Parliament to enshrine fair funding for 
Councils in law; understands that such legislation would have the impact of ensuring Local 
Government is entitled to a set proportion of the Scottish Government budget on an annual basis and 
through a mechanism similar to the Barnett Formula; agrees that a letter will be sent to the Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance confirming the Council’s support for such legislative change and calling on the 
Scottish Government to back proposals that would enshrine fair funding for Councils in law." 

 
Councillor Wilson, seconded by Councillor Gallacher, then moved the terms of the motion. 
 
"Councillor Linden, seconded by Councillor T. Johnston, moved as an amendment:- 
 
“This Council notes with surprise the call by Conservative Councillors for fair funding for North 
Lanarkshire and all Local Authorities in Scotland despite the decade long cuts to the Scottish 
Government block grant by the UK Tory Government to the tune of some £2.6 billion in real terms.  
 
Council notes further the irony of North Lanarkshire Tory Councillors making such calls as their 
colleagues at Westminster vote through damaging policies impacting the incomes of local people on 
the lowest incomes in our community and in addition as they vote to cut the income available to North 
Lanarkshire Council through grant funding capacity. 
 
Council believes that The Scottish Government has continued to ensure that Local Government 
receives a fair funding settlement despite the ongoing cuts to the Scottish Budget from the UK 
Government; noting that in 2020-21 Councils will receive a total funding package of £11.3 billion in 
2020-21 through the local government finance settlement and that the settlement provides councils 
with an increase in day to day revenue spending of £494 million and provides an additional £100 
million for social care, including a contribution of £25 million to ensure all care staff are paid the living 
wage.  
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Council further notes that in 2020-21 Local Authorities along with the flexibility on Council tax delivered 
an increase of revenue spending of up to 4.3% in real terms to deliver local services and that such a 
settlement helps deliver on our joint key commitment to expand the funded hours of early learning and 
childcare, funding a fair pay deal for our teachers, and investing more than £120 million targeted at 
closing the attainment gap through the Pupil Equity Fund. 
 
Council acknowledges that fair funding settlements for Local Government including North Lanarkshire 
Council helps deliver on a whole host of policies that are important to local people – from education to 
housing and that in acknowledging these key issues relating to Local Government Finance, the 
Council agrees that North Lanarkshire Council shall continue to work on the delivery of vital public 
services for Local People - in partnership with the Scottish Government now and into the future." 
 
Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
28 Members voted for the amendment, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Anderson, D Ashraf, J Ashraf, Baird, Barclay, Carragher, M Coyle, S Coyle, Di Mascio, 
Farooq, Fotheringham, Goldie, Hume, C Johnston, T Johnston, Larson, Lennon, Linden, MacGregor, 
Magowan, McManus, Pettigrew, Stephen, Stocks, Stubbs, Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine and 
Weir.  
 
36 Members voted in favour of the motion, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Brannan-McVey, Burgess, Burrows, Cameron, Campbell, Carson, Castles, Cullen, 
Curran, Docherty, Douglas, Duffy, Fisher, Gallacher, Goldsack, Gourlay, Graham, Jones, Kelly, 
Logue, McCulloch, McLaren, McNally, McNeil, McPake, McVey, Mooney, O’Rourke, Quigley, Reddin, 
Roarty, Shevlin, Stevenson, Watson, Wilson and Woods. 
 
28 Members having voted for the amendment, and 36 Members having voted for the motion, the 
Motion was accordingly declared carried. 
 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be noted that during the period that the SNP has been in power at Holyrood, the Scottish 

Government budget settlement for Local Authorities in Scotland left the Council with no other 
choice but to implement devastating cuts to core service provision totalling hundreds of 
millions of pounds; 

 
(2) that the Council agrees that the Scottish Government continues to force disappointing budget 

settlements onto the Council which is particularly frustrating given that the UK Government 
has constantly delivered significant block grant funding boosts to the Scottish Government in 
recent years and understands that the Council is again preparing to make significant and 
painful savings ahead of its 2021/2022 budget setting exercise in anticipation of another poor 
financial settlement from the Scottish Government; 

 
(3) that the Council agrees that to address the consistent underfunding of Local Authorities and 

continued derisory financial settlements, legislation should be introduced in the Scottish 
Parliament to enshrine fair funding for Councils in law and understands that such legislation 
would have the impact of ensuring Local Government is entitled to a set proportion of the 
Scottish Government budget on an annual basis and through a mechanism similar to the 
Barnett formula, and 

 
(4) that a letter be sent to the Cabinet Secretary for Finance confirming the council’s support for 

a legislative change and calling on the Scottish Government to back proposals that would 
enshrine fair funding for Councils in law. 
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At 7.48 pm Councillor Di Mascio, seconded by Councillor Lennon, moved in terms of Standing Order 56 that 
Standing Order 5 be suspended, to allow continuation of the meeting and to allow the Mover and Seconder of 
a motion or amendment to speak to their amendment or motion prior to consideration of the item. 
 
Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
33 Members voted to suspend Standing Orders, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Anderson, J. Ashraf, Baird, Barclay, Burgess, Cameron, Carragher, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Cullen, 
Di Mascio, Douglas, Farooq, Fotheringham, Gallacher, Goldie, Hume, C. Johnston, T. Johnston, Larson, 
Lennon, Linden, MacGregor, Magowan, McManus, Pettigrew, Stephen, Stocks, Stubbs, Alan Valentine, 
Annette Valentine, Weir and Wilson. 
 
29 Members voted not to suspend Standing Orders, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Brannan-McVey, Burrows, Campbell, Carson, Castles, Curran, Docherty, Duffy, Fisher, Goldsack, 
Gourlay, Graham, Jones, Kelly, Logue, McCulloch, McLaren, McNally, McNeil, McPake, McVey, Mooney, 
O’Rourke, Quigley, Reddin, Roarty, Shevlin, Stevenson and Woods. 
 
The motion for suspension of Standing Orders was supported by 31 votes and thus failed to obtain the 
necessary support of two thirds of the 62 Members present and voting. 
 
Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Roarty, moved that the meeting continue until a conclusion with no 
debate on the remaining items of business. 
 
Councillor Di Mascio, seconded by Councillor Baird, moved as an amendment that the meeting be adjourned 
until the morning of Friday, 18 December 2020. 
 
Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39 the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
23 Members voted for the amendment, as follows:- 
 
Councillors J. Ashraf, Barclay, Carragher, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Di Mascio, Farooq, Fotheringham, Goldie, 
Hume, C. Johnston, T. Johnston, Larson, Lennon, Linden, MacGregor, Magowan, Pettigrew, Stocks, Stubbs, 
Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine and Weir. 
 
34 Members voted in favour of the motion, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Brannan-McVey, Burgess, Burrows, Cameron, Campbell, Carson, Castles, Cullen, Curran, 
Docherty, Douglas, Duffy, Fisher, Gallacher, Goldsack, Gourlay, Graham, Jones, Kelly, Logue, McCulloch, 
McLaren, McNally, McNeil, McPake, McVey, O’Rourke, Quigley, Reddin, Roarty, Shevlin, Stevenson, Wilson 
and Woods. 
 
23 Members having voted for the amendment and 34 Members having voted for the motion, the motion was 
accordingly declared carried and it was agreed that the meeting would continue until a conclusion with no 
further debate on the remaining agenda items. 

 
 
 

NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  DI  MASCIO  AND  COUNCILLOR  LINDEN 
 
15. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Di Mascio and Councillor Linden, 

notice of which appeared on the agenda, viz:- 
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"Council agrees that it is important that Representatives of North Lanarkshire Council at COSLA 
should ensure that Elected Members across the Council are aware of its work. 
 
Therefore, agrees that updates should be provided after Leaders Meetings of COSLA; whether that 
be Ordinary or Special Meetings of Leaders. 
 
Further agrees that such updates should be issued, in writing via email, within seven working days of 
such a meeting and that the distribution of such an update shall be undertaken by the representative 
whether that be the Leader or Depute Leader of the Council and shall be sent to all Elected Members. 
 
The report may be distributed either by the representative in attendance or compiled and distributed 
on their behalf by an appropriate Officer of the Council.  
 
Such a report shall include the following, but not limit itself to; confirmation of attendance at the 
meeting, who represented North Lanarkshire Council at any such meeting, the business due to be 
transacted, any additional business raised at the meeting and the outcomes and decisions reached. 
 
Council reiterates its commitment to transparency and scrutiny and considers this an important action 
accordingly." 
 
Councillor Di Mascio, seconded by Councillor Linden, then moved the terms of the motion. 
 
Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor McNally, moved as an amendment:- 
 
“Council believes that the responsibility for updating elected members on proceedings at COSLA 
should fall to the party representatives on the body within their political groups and that elected 
members can also keep themselves informed using the wealth of information which COSLA makes 
publicly available." 
 
Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
36 Members voted for the amendment, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Brannan-McVey, Burgess, Burrows, Cameron, Campbell, Carson, Castles, Cullen, 
Curran, Docherty, Douglas, Duffy, Fisher, Gallacher, Goldsack, Gourlay, Graham, Jones, Kelly, 
Logue, McCulloch, McLaren, McNally, McNeil, McPake, McVey, Mooney, O’Rourke, Quigley, Reddin, 
Roarty, Shevlin, Stevenson, Watson, Wilson and Woods.  
 
23 Members voted in favour of the motion, as follows:- 
 
Councillors J. Ashraf, Barclay, Carragher, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Di Mascio, Farooq, Fotheringham, 
Goldie, Hume, C. Johnston, T. Johnston, Larson, Lennon, Linden, MacGregor, Magowan, Pettigrew, 
Stocks, Stubbs, Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine and Weir. 
 
36 Members having voted for the amendment and 23 Members having voted for the motion, the 
amendment was accordingly declared carried. 
 
Decided: that the Council believes that the responsibility for updating Elected Members on 

proceedings at COSLA should fall to the party representatives on the body within their 
political groups and notes that Elected Members can also keep themselves informed 
of the wealth of information which COSLA makes publicly available. 
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QUESTIONS  RECEIVED  IN  TERMS  OF  STANDING  ORDER  NO.  51 
 
16. It was noted that, in terms of Standing Order No. 51, five written questions had been submitted:- 
 

Question by Councillor Magowan 
 

“Against the backdrop of Coronavirus, the Scottish Government’s guidance is to work from home 
where possible. 

 
From the reports provided to committees, this position has been reiterated and actioned by the 
Council – as a means of further limiting the transmission of COVID – 19. 
 
Therefore, could Council be advised how much of a financial saving the Council is making from a 
variety of sources, including but not exclusively - the reduced utilisation of utilities through its Office 
Estate, reduced utilisation of Member and Officer expenses for travel etc and reduced utilisation of 
Non Essential Expenditure such as Stationery, Postage and Ancillary Costs.” 

 
Written answer by Councillor Burrows 
 
“The Period 7 budget monitoring position across the Council reflects £0.429m of underspends 
associated with areas where you’d expect to see reduced costs as a result of working from home. 
However, it’s worth noting that these figures will include both the impact of reduced demand from 
working from home and the instruction to curtail all non-essential expenditure. It has not been possible 
to separately identify the impact of both factors." The underspends can be broken down as follows: 

  

Expenditure Area Projected Underspend 
£ 

Utilities 156,000 

Mileage and employee subsistence 117,687 

Stationary / printing / postage / other office supplies 120,041 

Hospitality 11,444 

Employee subsistence 7,182 

Members mileage and travel 17,000 

Total 429,354 

 
 

Question by Councillor Carragher 
 

"In the last twelve months, how many people have presented homeless out-of-hours, and how many 
of this number have/have not been allocated suitable accommodation the same day?" 

 
Written answer by Councillor Brannan-McVey 
 
“In the last 12 months (1st Dec 2019 – 30th Nov 2020), 299 people presented homeless out of hours, 
all were made offers of accommodation, 267 accepted the offer of suitable accommodation, the 
remaining 32 were offered suitable accommodation at the time of presentation but declined the offer.”  

 
 

Question by Councillor Goldie 
 

“From January 1st  2018 until 30th April 2020, how many incidents of fly tipping were recorded by 
North Lanarkshire Council?  

 
How many of these incidents were investigated to identify who dumped the waste and how many of 
those identified were subsequently prosecuted?” 
 
Written answer by Councillor McPake 
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“From the 1st January 2018 until 30th April 2020, the following number of fly tipping complaints were 
received by the two Council services – Protective Services and Land Services: 
 

Date Range Protective 
Services Reports 
of Fly Tipping 

Incidents 
Investigated 

Fly Tipping FPNs 
Issued 

Land Services 
Reports of Fly 
Tipping 

01/01/2018 – 
30/04/2020 

2,299 2,222 207 12,000* 

*12,000 is not an approximation but coincidentally the exact number recorded for these dates. 
 
In terms of prosecutions in this period, the Protective Services team works in partnership with Police 
Scotland and contributes evidence which leads to prosecutions being submitted by the Police service. 
Within the above time period, this has resulted in a total of 5 reports being made to the Procurator 
Fiscal.  In the main, the evidence for these reports has come from CCTV where the matter has been 
proactively identified by colleagues in the CCTV monitoring hotspot locations that Protectives Services 
had identified in conjunction with  data from Land Services.  One of the five reports was provided 
through an eyewitness account provided from a member of the public. 
 
All these cases we understand to be in the court system and are awaiting progression. Delays have 
obviously occurred due to COVID 19.” 

 
 

Question by Councillor Stubbs 
 

“Prior to the national lockdown in March, the short-term working group on road safety was preparing 
to make its recommendations to the council.  When will the working group resume its meetings in order 
for recommendations to be made?” 

 
Written answer by Councillor McPake 
 
“The Member Officer Working Group will reconvene in early 2021.” 

 
 

Question by Councillor Stubbs 
 

“The Leader of the Council stated publicly that residents' parking permits would be free of charge for 
the first two vehicles as part of now abandoned plans to introduce further parking restrictions across 
North Lanarkshire.  Will he confirm that those residents who already pay for parking permits will now 
be entitled to two free parking permits as announced?” 

 
Written answer by Leader of the Council 
 
“A commitment was given to provide two free residents parking permits linked to the parking charge 
introduction. Although the car park charging will not be progressed at the present time, the Council 
will stand by the commitment given and those who currently pay for their permits will be provided with 
two permits free of charge.” 
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Appendix 1 
 

Amendments to Memberships of Committees, Sub-Committees, Panels, Working Groups and Other 
Bodies 

 
                         

 

 
Committees/Sub-

Committees/Panels 
 

 
Proposed Amendment 

 

Community Empowerment 
Committee 

• Councillor Reddin to replace Councillor Morgan 

• Councillor C Johnston to replace Cllr Carragher 

Housing and Regeneration 
Committee 

• Councillor Fisher to replace Councillor Duffy 

• Councillor Duffy to replace Councillor Fisher as a 
substitute member 

• Councillor Linden to be replaced by Cllr Carragher 

Education Employee 
Appeals Sub-Committee 

• Cllr Pettigrew be appointed to fill vacancy 

Employee Appeals Sub-
Committee 

• Cllr Baird be appointed to fill vacancy 

Regulatory Committee • Councillors Larson and Alan Valentine to replace 
Cllrs J Ashraf and Linden 

 
Working Group 

 
Proposed Appointment 

 

Syrian Resettlement 
Programme - Member 
Officer Working Group 

Stand down Working Group (decision making to be taken 
forward through appropriate committees) 

 
 


