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10 February 2021 at 2 pm. 
 

A Remote Meeting of the ENVIRONMENT  AND  TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McPake, Convener; Councillors Anderson, J. Ashraf, Carragher, Cullen, Di Mascio, Douglas, Duffy, 
Goldie, Gourlay, Hogg, Lennon, Logue, McManus, McNeil, Reddin, Roarty, Stocks, Annette Valentine, Weir, 
Wilson and Woods. 
 
ALSO PRESENT 
 
In accordance with Standing Order 64(A) Councillor Curran attended as substitute for Councillor Mooney. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McPake (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
Executive Director (Enterprise and Communities); Head of Communities; Head of Environmental Assets; 
Protective Services Manager; Communications Officer, and Committee Officer. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Docherty, Doolan and Mooney. 
 
 
DECLARATIONS  OF  INTEREST  IN  TERMS  OF  THE  ETHICAL  STANDARDS  IN  PUBLIC  LIFE  ETC. 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  2000 
 
1. The meeting noted that there were no declarations of interest. 
 
 
 
ANALYSIS  AND  ACTIONS  TAKEN  RELEVANT  TO  RODENT  COMPLAINTS 
 
2. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held on 

13 August 2020 when it was agreed that all reports of vermin sightings made to the Council be 
recorded and analysed and a report on the data be submitted to the relevant Committee of the Council 
at regular intervals to help measure the scale and impact of the issue and inform the Council’s 
approach moving forward, there was submitted a report by the Head of Regulatory Services and Waste 
Solutions (1) advising that, for the purpose of the report, vermin had been interpreted as rats 
vermination;(2) providing details of the steps which have been taken to record and analyse reported 
sightings made to the Council in respect of financial years 2014/2015 to 2019/2020 and the current 
financial year to date; (3) intimating that the prevalence of rats within North Lanarkshire was of 
increasing concern; (4) setting out details of the number of complaints logged and dealt with which 
showed a consistent increase over the last four financial years and for 2020/2021 it was expected to 
increase to around 1800 and that refusal to pay for a rat treatment service exacerbated the problem; 
(5) informing that column 4 of the table detailed the percentage of complaints responded to within two 
days which was on target in respect of agreed performance levels; (6) advising that, from analysis of 
complaints over the period, the root cause of the increase in sightings and reporting appears to be 
human behaviours including refuse and waste not being properly stored, refuse deposited in gardens 
and excessive bird feeding; (7) providing details of the work being undertaken with other Services of 
the Council to augment the capacity to analyse and review trends in rat activity and prevalence, and 
(8) intimating that the Service had recruited a second in-house Pest Control Officer to bolster service 
capacity and opportunities to further mitigate ongoing rat problems including proactive baiting. 
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Councillor Goldie, seconded by Councillor Anderson moved an additional recommendation "that 
regular update reports be submitted to future meetings of the Committee detailing the number of rat 
complaints logged and dealt with by the Service as per Table 1 of the report", which was agreed. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the steps taken to record and analyse all reports of rat vermin sightings made to the 

Council since 2014 and the proposed actions moving forward be noted; 
 

(2) that regular update reports be submitted to future meetings of the Committee detailing the 
number of rat complaints logged and dealt with by the Service as per Table 1 of the report, 
and 

 
(3) that the content of the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
COMMUNITY  ASSET  TRANSFER  REQUEST  –  VIEWPARK  GARDENS 
 
3. There was submitted a report by the Head of Communities (1) providing details of a community asset 

transfer request from Viewpark Gardens Trust relating to an area of Viewpark Gardens as outlined in 
Appendix 1 to the report; (2) outlining the background to the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 
2015 which encourages community based groups to organise and take control of assets to be utilised 
for positive outcomes as driven and directed at a local level and the process which is undertaken 
following receipt of an application; (3) attaching, at Appendix 2 to the report, the Community Asset 
Transfer Assessment Report for Viewpark Gardens which recommended that the request should not 
proceed; (4) indicating that the assessment process identified and recognised that the group had 
undertaken significant work to prepare the application and engage with the local community under 
challenging circumstances, but several key factors had led to the conclusion that the community 
benefits of transferring the asset on the terms proposed did not outweigh the risks and concerns 
identified through the assessment process; (5) informing that the main concern highlighted in the 
assessment process centred on the financial viability of the project and the limitations of the financial 
plan and projections, in terms of these reflecting the operation of an asset of this scale; (6) informing 
that the updated valuation of the area requested by the group was £1.52m with an estimated lease 
value of £36,000 per annum and that the group was proposing to lease the site for £1 per annum and 
whilst the asset value was not the main factor in the decision making process, and that, whilst the 
group had undertaken work to identify the community benefits associated with their proposal, 
consideration needed to be given to the wider socio-economic benefit to local communities of 
alternative use of the site, including income/capital receipt for re-investment in local services in line 
with The Plan for North Lanarkshire, and (7) enclosing in Appendix 3 to the report the Council’s 
Community Asset Transfer Policy and Process. 

 
The Head of Communities clarified that Viewpark Gardens Trust was a fully registered charity with the 
Office of the Scottish Charity Register (OSCR). 

 
Decided:  
 
(1) that the detailed assessment of the application against approved criteria as enclosed in 

Appendix 2 to the report and the recommendation of the Community Asset Transfer 
Leadership Group that the application be rejected, be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Community Asset Transfer request from Viewpark Gardens Trust for an area of 

Viewpark Gardens site be rejected based on the assessment findings as set out in paragraphs 
2.4 to 2.9 of the report, and summarised in Appendix 2 to the report. 
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BIODIVERSITY  DUTY  COMPLIANCE 
 
4. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) advising that The Wildlife and 

Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2001 introduced a requirement for all public authorities to produce 
and make available a report every three years detailing their compliance with the biodiversity duty; (2) 
enclosing in Appendix 1 to the report the draft Biodiversity Duty Report which details the work 
undertaken by the Council between 2018 and 2021; (3) intimating that the delivery of the biodiversity 
duty was highlighted through six key areas and the report highlights successes in species and habitat 
enhancement, and (4) providing details of the work undertaken to engage people with their local 
biodiversity and to raise awareness of green space including a wide range of work taken forward by 
the Countryside Ranger Service and the Biodiversity Team with local volunteer groups, schools and 
health service referrals. 

 
Decided:  
 
(1) that the contents of the Council’s Biodiversity Duty Report 2018-2021 be noted; 

 
(2) that it be noted that the draft Biodiversity Duty Report had been published on the Council’s 

website on 1 January 2021 in line with the statutory requirements, and 
 

(3) that the report be finalised and published on the Council’s website. 
 
 
 
ELECTRONIC  VEHICLE  CHARGING  INFRASTRUCTURE  STRATEGY  PARTNERSHIP  –  UPDATE 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 12 February 

2020 when the development and implementation of electric vehicle charging hubs across North 
Lanarkshire was approved, there was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets 
(1) providing an update on the innovative and ground-breaking £5.3m project PACE that North and 
South Lanarkshire Councils were supporting as part of the Electric Vehicle Strategic Partnership 
between the Scottish Government, Transport Scotland, Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks 
and Scottish Power Energy Networks; (2) outlining the background to the pilot project which presented 
multiple benefits to North Lanarkshire in relation to carbon reduction, tackling barriers to financial 
inclusion and connectivity within communities; (3) indicating that the aim of the project was to procure 
new chargers across North and South Lanarkshire at a number of locations to be identified across the 
geographical area and research had identified that the optimum configuration of chargers would be 
the provision of 58 fast (dual socket) and 162 rapid chargers; (4) informing that the fast and rapid 
chargers would be incorporated within the medium sized hubs utilising SPEN low voltage connections 
and large sized hubs utilising high voltage connections and the final sites selected had been 
considered as part of a robust options exercise; (5) enclosing in appendix 1 to the report the number 
of chargers prior to, and on completion of the project; (6) attaching in Appendices 2, 3 and 4 to the 
report the list of sites and type of chargers, photographs of the finished sites and the list of sites where 
activity was ongoing; (7) advising that the recharging of vehicles at publicly available electric vehicle 
charging points within North Lanarkshire was free of charge but, as the new chargers came into use 
and the number of electric vehicles increased the cost to the Council for the supply of electricity would 
also increase, and in addition, there was evidence that commercial operators were taking advantage 
of free electricity particularly at the Strathclyde Park site; (8) advising that, to ensure statutory 
requirements were complied with, it was proposed to transfer the ownership of the sites to the Council 
sooner than set out in the original collaboration agreement, following legislative changes made by UK 
Government as part of the clean energy package, and (9) proposing that the existing contract with 
Swanco be replaced and any works required through the contract would be co-ordinated by the 
Environmental Assets Maintenance Team. 

 
Decided: 
 
(1) that the progress of the installation of electric vehicle chargers across North Lanarkshire and 

the usage at each site be noted; 
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(2) that the increased cost pressures relating to energy be noted and the introduction of tariffs for 
using public electric vehicle charging points be investigated, and 

 
(3) that Legal and Democratic Solutions commence the process of replacing the maintenance 

contract and the transfer of the ownership of the sites to the Council. 
 


