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To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SE RVlC ES 

Date: 15th August, 1996 Ref:GB/AMK 

AGENDA ITEM No. .....k- 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject : Proposed procedures for 
licensing, registration and 
enforcement of the 
Explosives Acts 1875 to 
1976 

PROPOSED DECISION 

1. Following the report to the last Environmental Services Committee on 6th July 
recommending that the Environmental Services Department should administer the 
Explosives Acts it is further recommended that the Committee agree:- 

1) that Department implements a registration and licensing scheme with fees 
as detailed in this report. 

2) . to authorise officers of the Department listed at Appendix A, to discharge the 
functions under Section 19 of the Health and Safety a Work etc. Act, 1974 for the 
purpose of the enforcement of the Explosives Act 1875 to 1976. 

3) to authorise the Chief Constable, Strathclyde Police to discharge the functions 
under Section 19 of the Health and Safety At Work etc. Act, 1974 for the purpose 
of the enforcement of the Explosives Acts 1875 to 1976 in so far as they relate 
to the security of explosive stores. 

BACKGROUND 

Prior to 1 st April, 1996 Strathclyde Regional Council were responsible for the registration and 
regulation of stores and premises with respect to the storage of explosives, including fireworks. 

Under the scheme of delegated functions, the Chief Constable of Strathclyde Police was 
authorised under Section 19 of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act, 1974 to enforce the 
requirements of the Explosives Acts 1875 to 1976. The licensing and registration of premises 
was also carried out by the Chief Executive's department. 

In practice, the Police involvement related mainly to the security threat posed by the storage 
of large quantities of explosives, (mainly at quarries, open cast mines etc.) And they did not 
concern themselves with storage of fireworks and other mixed explosives such as nail gun 
cartridges and explosive charges for replenishing car air bags. 

The Region's Trading Standards Officers were concerned with the sale of unsafe fireworks. 

CURRENT SITUATION 
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1. Strathclyde Police have intimated that they wish to be allowed to continue their 
involvement in the storage of explosives which pose a potential security threat. They 
do not wish to be involved in the storage and sale of mixed explosives, including 
fireworks. They have proposed that the authorities, responsible for the legislation, 
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advise them of licence applications for explosive stores and they will carry out the initial 
and subsequent inspection visits. 

2. Officers from the Environmental Services department will be responsible for the 
enforcement of legislation relating to unsafe fireworks and will also be responsible for 
the administration and enforcement of the requirements of the Explosives Acts 1875 to 
1976. 

In the year 1995/96, 115 fireworks licences were issued to traders based in the North 
Lanarkshire area and 10 mixed explosive licences were issued, mainly to car 
showrooms for the storage of explosives used in car air bags. There are currently 7 
explosive store licences granted for open-cast mines or quarries. 
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4. Licences are divided into two groups for charges:- 

1) Fireworks and Mixed Explosives f 10.20/year 

2) Large Explosive Stores f 60.OO/yea r 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee are requested to approve the proposals as described in the proposed decision 
for authorisation, registration and licensing of premises in terms of the Explosives Acts 1875 to 
1976. 




