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Executive Summary 
 
This report provides an update on the Country Parks for the Future programme as part of 
the Council’s Programme of Work.   
 
An update on the masterplan programme delivery, specifically plans to consult widely on 
the prioritised delivery of two key aspects of the original masterplan at Strathclyde Park 
within the Parks for the Future Programme to inform the next detailed design step.  The 
aspects include  the potential velo park creation including wider cycling facilities within the 
park, as well as the proposed Bellshill gateway.  
 
The report also outlines infrastructure development to support walking and cycling through 
significant path widening on key routes.  A consultation will be also be undertaken on 
circulation and through routes within sites to understand users needs within the park. 
 
Finally, and importantly, an update on recent work to support outdoor education in 
Strathclyde Country Park, including the development of a unique outdoor shelter for 
education and events activities is presented. 
 

Recommendations 
 
That the Environment and Transportation committee  
 

1) Notes the ongoing consultation on next steps in the masterplan implementation on 
the potential velo park and Bellshill gateway facilities within Strathclyde Country 
Park, and proposals to develop design ideas with a view to an application to the 
Sport Scotland Cycling Facilities Fund. 
 

2) Notes the intention to further consult on traffic and through routes within Country 
Parks as part of the wider parks consultation in the coming months. 

 
3) Notes the progress with delivery of outdoor education activities in Strathclyde 

Country Park and the development of an outdoor shelter to support events and 
education activities. 
 

 



 
 
1. Background 
 
1.1 The One Place – One Plan report approved at committee in March 2020 introduced the 

Country Parks for the Future programme. A 10-15 year delivery plan to create a shift in 
the way communities use their parks and greenspace from passive, leisure use to 
active, engaged community involvement that delivers improvements in specific health, 
wellbeing, and social outcomes, as part of the council’s Programme of Work. 

 
1.2 A report to this committee in November 2020 provided an update on the programme 

and sought approval for the development of a programme of delivery for park 
masterplans, and the early stage actions to progress this programme. 

 
1.3 The coronavirus pandemic has clearly demonstrated the importance of greenspace for 

health and wellbeing and the Country Parks for the Future programme will build on the 
renewed interest in North Lanarkshire’s parks and greenspace to ensure they meet the 
future needs of our communities. 

 
1.4 During the coronavirus pandemic, vehicular access to parks has been restricted to 

support use by pedestrians and cyclists, including the park access road at Strathclyde 
Country Park, and Drumpellier Country Park. This accelerates proposals developed in 
the park masterplan for access within parks, and it is important therefore to test the 
success or otherwise of these measures.   

 
1.5 An initial survey has offered feedback from park users during March 2021, and a further 

detailed survey is intended as part of a package of consultation.  Initial feedback will be 
used to improve park users experience and feedback will be provided as a ‘You said – 
We did’, ensuring the best possible experience for users as we follow the roadmap out 
of lockdown and into the summer. 

 
1.6 This report also updates on other progress with delivery of the programme, specifically 

plans to consult on a velo park and cycling facilities within the park and the new park 
gateway near Bellshill. 

 
1.7 Finally, the report summarises recent successes in the pilot transfer of outdoor learning 

activities to Strathclyde Country Park, and the development on a unique new outdoor 
shelter by the Greenspace team to support these activities. 

 
 

 
2. Lockdown Support to Park Users 
 
2.1 Since the commencement of lockdown in March 2020, following Scottish Government 

advice to promote facilities for pedestrians and cyclists, the park access road at 
Strathclyde Country Park has been closed to vehicular through traffic. During the first 
lockdown, the closure was more extensive, including all park roads and car parks. 

 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 
Priority  All priorities 

Ambition statement (16) Transform our natural environment to support wellbeing and 
inward investment and enhance it for current and future 
generations 
 



2.2 The current closure, supported by Sustrans Spaces for People funding, creates a no 
through road between Motherwell and Bellshill / Raith Interchange through the park. 
This through route closure has been in place since the initial relaxation of restrictions 
and further guidelines becoming available defining essential travel for the purposes of 
outdoor exercise, whereby increased access to the park was made available and car 
parks reopened. 

 
2.3 Spaces for People funding has also supported temporary path widening and more 

recently a significant upgrade and widening of paths at the northern end of Strathclyde 
Loch, opened for Easter 2021. This upgrade provides a route that allows walkers and 
cyclists to share space safely from the north end of the loch to the bridge over the South 
Calder.  Feasibility studies will look at continuing the approach further along the north 
shore path network if ecological and cultural constraints allow.  

 
2.4 Similarly at Drumpellier Country Park, through or circular traffic has been restricted, 

again to facilitate park users enjoyment of the park without fear of vehicular traffic in 
the main park areas. 

 
2.5 It should be noted that the park access roads in both parks are not publicly adopted 

roads and receive no routine maintenance from the council’s roads department.  
 
2.6 The service has undertaken an initial online consultation exercise in March 2021, to 

gain views on the park through road closure and determine public and stakeholder 
feedback on use of the parks and the effect or not of the through route closures.   A 
further detailed survey is intended as part of a package of consultation on the park 
masterplans over the coming months.  Feedback from the initial survey will be used to 
improve park users experience and feedback will be provided as a ‘You said – We did’, 
ensuring the best possible experience for users as we follow the Government’s 
roadmap out of lockdown and into the summer. 

 
 
Velo Park & Bellshill Gateway Consultation 
 
2.7 A second consultation is now underway to gain public feedback on the first prioritised 

elements of the masterplan presented within the  Parks for the Future vision for 
Strathclyde Country Park.  These elements include a potential new velo park and 
cycling infrastructure within the park. This is focussed around the second element of 
the potential creation of a new gateway to the park from Bellshill at the A721 Motherwell 
Road, following recommendations made from the park masterplan consultation in 
Summer 2019. 

 
2.8 Feedback from this survey will be used to inform design development of the new 

facilities with a view to apply to the Sport Scotland Cycling Facilities Fund in Autumn 
2021. 

 
 
Outdoor Education and New Outdoor Shelter 
 
2.9 Since August 2020, Strathclyde Park has supported a pilot of outdoor education 

activities for Primary 7 pupils delivered by the Active Schools team . This has involved 
development of a wider partnership of delivery, including boating activity supported by 
Strathclyde Park staff, rowing taster sessions supported by Scottish Rowing.  
Environmental education has been led by the Countryside Ranger Service with the 
pupils learning outdoor skills in Shelter building, fire building, wood carving and 
environmental arts.  



 
Work is now underway with the Education department to review options to increase 
capacity to ensure more Primary 7 pupils can experience time and activities at the park. 

 
2.10 To support the further delivery of outdoor education in Strathclyde Park to our young 

people, a new outdoor shelter has been developed for education and events. In line 
with the masterplan aspiration and arts strategy for Strathclyde Park, this facility has 
been developed through a unique collaboration between emerging Scottish architects, 
O’Donnell Brown, and artist Kate V Robertson. In consultation with the Active schools 
team and the pupils a bespoke structure has been developed, encompassing 
architectural and artistic vision to inspire users of the facility, with roof lanterns created 
using materials recovered from mobile phone and laptop screens highlighting issues 
with consumer behaviour and the opportunities for re-use and recycling of materials. 

 
2.11 Following approval of the Council’s new 5 Year Capital Programme at Policy and 

Strategy Committee in March 2021, appointment of key posts to the Greenspace 
Projects team are being progressed to focus on delivery of the Country Parks for the 
Future Programme for the Council. 

 
 

3. Public Sector Equality Duty and Fairer Scotland Duty 
 
3.1  Fairer Scotland Duty  

Not applicable  
 
3.2  Equality Impact Assessment  

Additional disabled parking spaces have been created in the remaining car parks to 
make up for those lost during the temporary closure. 
 

 
4. Impact 
 
4.1 Financial impact 
 To be determined as the Country Parks for the Future Programme enters the detailed 

design phase.  External funding will be sought to maximise the Council investment. 
   
4.2 HR policy / Legislative impact 
 None 
 
4.3 Technology / Digital impact 
 None 
    
4.4 Environmental impact 
 None 
 
4.5 Communications impact 
 Communication on the reopening of Country Park facilities in line with government 

guidelines. 
  
4.6 Risk impact  
 Return to business-as-usual. 
  

 
5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 Continued increase in park users as evidenced by the people counters. 



 
5.2 Consultation on and detailed design of the first key delivery projects including the velo 

park and Bellshill gateway. 
 

 
6. Supporting documents 
 
None 
 
 

 
 
 
Nicole Paterson 
Head of Environmental Assets 


