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Executive Summary 
 
The Vacant & Derelict Land Fund (VDLF) and Regeneration Capital Grant Fund (RCGF) 
are Scottish Government capital grant fund programmes which have been established to 
support area based community, physical and economic regeneration activity. Funding 
submissions to both of these schemes are made annually and updates on these funding 
programmes are normally provided to committee on a bi-annual basis. 
 
However, both the UK and Scottish Government have also recently announced a number 
of new regeneration-based funding opportunities in addition to the VDLF and RCGF 
Programmes. As such, the purpose of this report is to not only update committee on North 
Lanarkshire’s VDLF and RCGF programmes but to also outline these new external funding 
opportunities. 
 

Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that committee: 
 

1) Note the update provided on the delivery of North Lanarkshire’s 2020/21 VDLF 
Programme as outlined in Appendix 1; 
 

2) Approve the projects to be included within North Lanarkshire’s 2021/22 VDLF Local 
Delivery Plan submission to the Scottish Government as outlined in Appendix 2; 
 

3) Approve the reallocation of VDLF funding from North Lanarkshire’s 2019/20 VDLF 
programme as outlined in para. 2.1.5, subject to Scottish Government approval.  
 

4) Note the RCGF funding approval for Reeltime Music Studios and Creative Hub and 
Springhill Community Hub and the current scoping of potential Stage 1 bids to the 
next application deadline; 
 

5) Note the new government external funding streams available and council’s 
proposed bid to the Low Carbon Vacant & Derelict Land Investment Programme as 
detailed in para 2.3.3; and  
 



 

 
 

1. Background 

1.1 The VDLF is a ring-fenced capital grant allocation which provides financial support 
from the Scottish Government to assist with the regeneration of registered vacant and 
derelict land sites across selected local authority areas. 

1.2 Funding provided through the VDLF programme is subject to the submission (and 
approval by the Scottish Government) of an annual Local Delivery Plan which sets out 
local authority investment proposals to meet the objectives of the VDLF programme. 
These objectives are to: 

• tackle long term vacant and derelict land (and in particular sites which have 
been registered as vacant or derelict for at least 15 years); 

• stimulate economic growth and job creation; 
• develop a diverse sustainable environment with a focus on temporary and 

permanent greening; and 
• support communities to flourish and tackle inequalities 

 
1.3 There is a range of activity which this fund cannot support including: major 

infrastructure works, flood mitigation, retail and housing projects. 
 
1.4 As well as investing grant funding directly, the council is also able to develop and 

deliver VDLF projects through ALEOs and partner and third party organisations. 
 
1.5  The Scottish Government’s RCGF programme is an annual capital grant scheme for 

large-scale physical regeneration projects that support the policy objectives of the 
Government’s Regeneration Strategy. It is a challenge fund, open to local authorities 
and ‘Special Purpose (Regeneration) Vehicles’, which focuses on projects that can 
demonstrate the ability to deliver sustainable economic and physical regeneration 
outcomes as well as evidence community support and participation. 

1.6 Whilst organisations other than local authorities and SPV’s cannot apply directly to this 
fund, the council can apply on behalf of ALEOs, partners and community groups and 
act as a conduit for this grant funding. 

1.7 In addition to these two existing regeneration funds, the Scottish Government also 
recently announced two new potential funding sources for regeneration activity as part 
of its budget proposals in January 2021: the ‘Low Carbon Vacant & Derelict Land 
Investment Programme’ and the ‘Place, Town Centres and 20 Minute Neighbourhoods’ 
grant allocation. 

6) Provide authority for the Executive Director of Enterprise & Communities, in 
consultation with the Convener of Enterprise & Growth, to approve applications to 
be made to the 2022/23 RCGF Programme, the UK Levelling Up Fund (round 1) 
and the UK Community Renewal Fund as outlined in the report. 

 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 
Priority  Improve North Lanarkshire's resource base 

Ambition statement (21) Continue to identify and access opportunities to leverage 
additional resources to support our ambitions 



1.8 Added to this, the UK Government, as part of its budget announcements in March 
2021, also launched an additional two UK wide funding streams which the Council can 
apply to: the ‘UK Levelling Up Fund’ and the ‘UK Community Renewal Fund’.  

 
 
2. Report 
 
2.1 Vacant & Derelict Land Fund 

 
2.1.1 In January 2020, the council was awarded a 2020/21 VDLF capital grant of 

£1.956M subject to the submission of a VDLF Local Delivery Plan and its 
approval by the Scottish Government.  

 
2.1.2 As previously reported to committee, the Scottish Government approved North 

Lanarkshire’s 2020/21 VDLF Local Delivery Plan submission on 19th June 2020 
and an update on the progress of the approved projects is provided in Appendix 
1. 

 
2.1.3 In January 2021, North Lanarkshire Council were awarded a further £1.938M 

VDLF subject to the submission and approval of their 2021/22 VDLF Local 
Delivery Programme. 

 
2.1.4 The proposed 2021/22 Local Delivery Programme is outlined in Appendix 2 

and committee approval is sought prior to its submission to the Scottish 
Government. 

 
2.1.5 Lastly, as part of the 2019/20 VDLF Local Delivery Plan, £0.7M VDLF Funding 

was allocated to the acquisition of a vacant and derelict land site within the 
Biocity complex within Chapelhall. Although just over £0.03M of this funding 
has been used for ground investigation works, Fusion Assets have not been 
able to acquire this site due to wider potential investment plans for Biocity. As 
such, subject to Scottish Government approval, approval is sought from 
committee to reallocate: 

 
• £0.07M of this VDLF funding for additional works required at Hillrigg 

Community Allotments (a VDLF project currently under construction) in 
Greengairs 

• £0.6M of this VDLF funding to allow Fusion Assets to acquire the remaining 
Phase 3 land at Gartcosh Business Park (allowing funding from the 2021/22 
VDLF Programme to be used in full to remediate this site and install 
enabling infrastructure). 

 
2.2 Regeneration Capital Grant Fund 

 
2.2.1 As previously reported to committee in 2020, the council made a number of 

bids to the 2021/22 RCGF Programme on the behalf of local community 
groups. 

 
2.2.2 In January 2021, it was announced that two of these bids had been successful  

with: 
 

• £1.17M RCGF awarded to support Reeltime Music Ltd. to fit out a new 
Music Studio and Creative Hub in Motherwell; and 

• £0.79M RCGF awarded to support Getting Better Together Shotts’ 
development of Springhill Community Hub. 



 
2.2.3 The council is continuing to work with Reeltime and Getting Better Together to 

ensure the successful implementation of these projects. 
 
2.2.4 However, as part of their 2021/22 Budget, the Scottish Government has also 

made another £25M available for the next round of RCGF funding with Stage 
1 bids to be submitted by 17 June. To help maximise potential bids to this 
programme, the council has raised awareness of this opportunity on its website 
and social media platforms and engaged with local communities to identify 
prospective projects. It is currently anticipated that bids will be submitted for 
Braidhurst Industrial Estate (Motherwell), Kirkshaws Neighbourhood Centre 
(Coatbridge) and Cairnlea Parish Church Community Hub (Airdrie).  

 
2.2.5 As part of the council’s framework for ‘Working with Communities’, updates on 

the RCGF projects and future funding opportunities will continue to be provided 
to Community Boards as appropriate. 

 
2.3 New Scottish Government Funding 
 

2.3.1 The Scottish Government recently announced two new potential funding 
sources for regeneration works as part of its budget proposals in January 2021: 
the ‘Low Carbon Vacant & Derelict Land Investment Programme’ and the 
‘Place, Town Centres and 20 Minute Neighbourhood’ grant. 

 
2.3.2 Launched on the 23rd March 2021, the Low Carbon V&DL Investment 

Programme provides £50M capital over the next five financial years to support 
placed based approaches to tackling persistent vacant and derelict land and 
delivering regeneration and sustainable growth as part of the green recovery. 

 
2.3.3  This fund is open to all 32 local authorities to apply with £5M of funding 

available for 2021/22 with this rising to £15M per year by 2024/25. 
 
2.3.4 The application deadline for Round 1 was 7th May 2021 with one bid being 

submitted for the development of new community growing space in Waterloo 
(Wishaw) in partnership with the Green Action Trust. 

 
2.3.5 The ‘Place, Town Centres and 20 Minute Neighbourhood’ proposals will 

allocate £23M to local authorities for 2021/22 for place making, town centre 
regeneration and promoting active travel. How this allocation is to be spread 
across local authorities has still to be announced. 

 
2.4 New UK Government Funding 
 

2.4.1 The UK Government, as part of its budget announcements in March 2021, 
launched two new UK wide funding streams which North Lanarkshire Council 
can apply to: the ‘UK Levelling Up Fund’ and the ‘UK Community Renewal 
Fund’. 

 
2.4.2 The UK Levelling Up Fund will provide £4.8bn worth of investment in the UK 

over the next five financial years for local infrastructure projects with £800M of 
this ring-fenced for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

 
2.4.3 The programme will be delivered across a number of funding rounds with 18th 

June 2021 identified as the deadline for the first round of bids. The maximum 
number of bids which any local authority can have funded is based upon 
Westminster Constituency areas with North Lanarkshire Council likely to be 



able to have up to a maximum of four projects funded (in addition to potential 
to secure funding for a single separate transport infrastructure project) 

 
2.4.4 Projects need to be spread across local authority areas with the first rounds of 

funding focused on bids for transport infrastructure, town centre regeneration 
or improvements to cultural facilities. 

 
2.4.5 The maximum bid size is £20M (except for major transport projects which can 

bid up to £50M) but given funding availability it is unlikely that all successful 
projects would receive this level of support. 

 
2.4.6 The council is currently scoping potential projects to be submitted in Round 1 

but due to the requirement for the project to commence by 31 March 2022, it is 
likely that one bid will be submitted in round 1 relating to Cumbernauld town 
centre and the delivery of the Town Centre Vision. Bids for the other 
constituency areas will be developed for future rounds. 

 
2.4.7 In addition to this fund, the UK Community Renewal Fund provides a one year 

(2021/22) funding programme which will be used as a pilot to test community 
partnership models for the delivery of the planned UK Shared Prosperity Fund 
(which will be launched in 2022 and will replace activity which has historically 
been delivered through the European Social Fund). 

 
2.4.8 North Lanarkshire has been identified as one of a hundred priority areas across 

the UK for this fund which can provide up to £3M (primarily revenue) funding 
for European Social Fund type activity (with grant funding needing to be spent 
by 31st March 2022). 

 
2.4.9 This grant scheme will primarily provide funding for employability, skills 

development, business support and community development and whilst the 
council can deliver activity funded through this scheme directly, grant is also 
available for delivery of services through local partners (with the council made 
responsible for the local management and administration of this grant and 
delivery agencies identified through an open procurement process). 

 
2.4.10 The deadline for applications to the UK Community Renewal fund is 18th June 

2021 and the council as part of this partnership bid issued a call for proposals 
with a closing date on the 24th May – more information about this bidding 
process can be found at www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/UKCRF. 

  
2.4.11 More detailed briefing notes regarding the UK Levelling Up Fund and the UK 

Challenge Fund are attached as Appendix 3 and 4 respectively. 
 

 
 
3. Public Sector Equality Duty and Fairer Scotland Duty 
 
3.1 The funding programmes outlined in this report are very much focused on promoting a 

fairer Scotland and inclusive growth and will do so by: 
 

• delivering physical regeneration projects that will improve the local environment 
and tackle problems which continue to constrain community and economic 
regeneration (such as employment opportunity and vacant and derelict land) within 
recognised areas of need; 

• creating infrastructure that will help improve health and well-being and provide 
North Lanarkshire’s most disadvantaged communities with new leisure and 
learning opportunity; and 

http://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/UKCRF


• engaging with and supporting the well-being of those most disadvantaged and 
excluded. 

 
3.2 Consideration will also given to equalities issues as part of the bids and projects 

developed in response to the identified funding opportunities whilst the council will also 
work closely with ALEOs, partners and third-party organisations involved in the delivery 
of these to ensure that equality considerations remain core throughout. 

   
 

 
4. Implications 
 
4.1 Financial Impact 
 
 Whilst no new or additional capital or revenue resources are required for current VDLF 

or RCGF projects being delivered, it has been identified that both capital and revenue 
match will be required to support the delivery of UK Levelling Up and UK Challenge 
Fund projects. This match will be sourced through existing Capital and Revenue 
allocations as well as partnership contributions. 

 
4.2 HR policy / Legislative impact 
 
 Whilst the current VDLF and RCGF Programmes have no HR implications, it is 

recognised that additional personnel support will be required to support the 
management of projects to be delivered through the UK Levelling Up Fund and the UK 
Challenge Fund. To enable this, the UK Government will allocate the following to North 
Lanarkshire Council as lead bidder to these funds: 

• a ‘one-off’ payment of £125,000 to manage Levelling Up projects and future 
bids to this fund (with the council still awaiting confirmation on when this will be 
received); and 

• £20,000 and 2% of any successful grant award made under the Community 
Renewal Fund. 

To date, no information has been provided as to how the local management of the UK 
Shared Prosperity Fund would be supported although it is currently anticipated that 
Local Authorities would be the lead bidder and programme manager for this fund. 

In addition to personnel support required to bid to and manage these funds, it is also 
recognised that significant support will be required from Legal and Finance for this work 
and as such appropriate cross-service teams are currently being set up to enable this. 

4.3 Technology / Digital impact 

 This report has no immediate technology or digital impact. 

4.4 Environmental Impact 
 
 The implementation of the programmes supported through capital programmes such 

as the VDLF, RCGF and UK Levelling Up Fund provide significant opportunity for local 
environment improvements to greenspace, town centres and community facilities 
whilst programmes such as the UK Community Renewal Fund offer opportunity for 
training for green jobs.  



4.5 Communications impact 

 The promotion of opportunities delivered through new funding programmes or success 
in gaining external funding for projects will continue to be managed and co-ordinated 
through NLC’s Corporate Communications. 

4.6 Risk Impact 
  

 External funding programmes do bring a measure of risk to the council particularly in  
relation to potential budget overspend for projects and/or the requirement to repay 
funds due to failure to deliver projects properly (a risk which is increased where delivery 
is through a third-party). 
 
To help reduce and mitigate risk, a full risk assessment is undertaken for all funding 
programmes and/or externally funded projects as part of the council’s project 
management process. 

 
 

 
5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 Continue to achieve the successful delivery of VDLF and RCGF Programmes delivered 

within North Lanarkshire. 
 
5.2 Secure support through new funding sources (such as the UK Levelling Up Fund and 

the UK Community Renewal Fund) that will help enable goals and targets of the 
council’s Economic Regeneration Delivery Plan and Economic Recovery Plan to be 
achieved. 

 
 

6. Supporting documents 
  
 Appendix 1: North Lanarkshire’s 2020/21 Local Delivery Plan Update 

 Appendix 2: North Lanarkshire’s 2021/22 Local Delivery Plan Proposals 

 Appendix 3: UK Levelling Up Fund Briefing Note 

 Appendix 4: UK Community Renewal Fund Briefing Note 

 

 

Pamela Humphries 
Head of Planning and Regeneration 



Appendix 1: North Lanarkshire’s 2020/21 VDLF Local Delivery Plan Update 

Project VDLF Grant Allocation Grant Recipient Project Description 

Ravenscraig Access Road £500,000 Ravenscraig 
Ltd. 

 
This funding was granted to Ravenscraig Ltd. to address gap funding identified 
as part of the plans for a new access road within this site that would open up 
circa. 11 ha of industrial land and provide enabling investment for the future 
development of up to 275,000sqft of new business space at Ravenscraig.  
 
This work is ongoing and all VDLF funding spent. 
 

Ravenscraig Industrial 
Feasibility £50,000 Fusion Assets 

 
This funding was granted to Fusion Assets to allow them to undertake initial 
feasibility, site investigation and due diligence work as part of proposals to kick-
start the redevelopment of industrial plots opened up by the proposed new 
access road at Ravenscraig. 
 
Although the site plots have now been identified in conjunction with Fusion 
Assets, the design team for this work has still to be procured. 
 

Gartcosh Business 
Interchange (Phase 3) £750,000 Fusion Assets 

 
Building on the successful early phases of this project (with an initial 18,000sqft 
industrial unit just completed on Plot 1 of this business park and works now 
started on a further 40,000sqft of development), this funding is being used to 
enable Fusion Assets to acquire and remediate the remaining part of Plot 1 
within this strategic business location for future redevelopment. 
 
All ground investigation works are now complete with additional funding 
required to be re-allocated from the 2019/20 VDLF Programme to allow the 
remaining part of Plot 1 to be purchased in full. 
 

Craigmarloch Stables £656,000 Scottish Canals 

 
This VDLF has been awarded to Scottish Canals to provide the match funding 
required to attract other grant support for the restoration and redevelopment of 
the derelict Craigmarloch Stables in Kilsyth, estimated at £1.2M.  
 
This development is 1 of 13 priority projects identified within the council adopted 
2018 Kilsyth & Kelvin Valley Framework and Action Plan and a bid is currently 
being prepared for submission to the Heritage Lottery Fund. 



Appendix 2: North Lanarkshire’s 2021/22 Local Delivery Plan Proposals 

Project VDLF Grant Request Grant Recipient Project Description 

Ravenscraig  £750,000 Fusion Assets 

 
VDLF would be provided to Fusion Assets Ltd, to acquire and start 
developing an initial plot within Ravenscraig Business Park. This in turn 
would kick-start the future redevelopment of this key business site as 
part of the wider masterplan for Ravenscraig. 
 

Gartcosh Business 
Interchange (Phase 3) £700,000 Fusion Assets 

 
Building on the successful early phases of this project (with an initial 
18,000sqft industrial unit just completed on Plot 1 of this business park 
and works now started on a further 40,000sqft of development), VDLF 
would be used to enable Fusion Assets to undertake ground 
remediation and advanced infrastructure works for Phase 3 Gartcosh 
Business Interchange (subject to acquisition) 
 

Ravenscraig – Green 
Networks and Cycling 

Provision 
£400,000 North Lanarkshire 

Council 

 
VDLF would be used for enabling active travel links, improving parking 
and providing new cycling facilities with Ravenscraig 
 

Scottish Water – Combined 
Sewer Offset  £88,000 North Lanarkshire 

Council 

 
VDLF would be used for feasibility works for V&DL sites to be used to  
off-set run-off to combined sewer flow with specific water catchment 
areas and in turn permit housing development within the same 
catchment to take place without additional, and often costly, water 
control measures. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 3: UK Levelling Up Fund Briefing Note 

B R I E F I N G  N O T E :   
U K  G O V E R N M E N T  L E V E L L I N G  U P  F U N D  
M A R C H  2 0 2 1  
 

 

Introduction: 

Following a year of extraordinary economic challenge due to the Covid-19 pandemic the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s budget, announced 3 March 2021, saw a particular focus on an investment led recovery. As 
part of a package of policy announcements within the budget, the Levelling Up Fund was launched. 

The £4.8bn Levelling Up Fund will invest in infrastructure that improves everyday life across the UK, 
including town centre and high street regeneration, local transport projects, and cultural and heritage 
assets. 

About the Levelling Up Fund 

The Levelling Up Fund is a competitive fund, with funding distributed to places across the UK on the basis 
of successful project selection. The Fund will set aside at least £800 million across Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland over four years from 2021-2022 to 2024-2025. For the first round of funding, at least 9% 
of total UK allocations will be set aside for Scotland, 5% for Wales, and 3% for Northern Ireland. 

In the first round of funding, projects will be prioritised which are able to demonstrate investment or 
begin delivery on the ground in the 2021-22 financial year. There will be future opportunities to bid in 
subsequent rounds. It is expected all funding provided from the Fund to be spent by 31 March 2024, and, 
exceptionally, into 2024-25 for larger schemes. 

Capacity funding will be allocated to all local authorities in Scotland and Wales, to help build their 
relationship with the UK Government for the purposes of the Fund. This capacity funding will help 
support local authorities develop high quality bids for the Fund and ensure that investment is targeted 
where it is needed most. 

Priority Places 

To ensure that funding reaches the places most in need, the UK government has identified priority places 
based on an index of local need to receive capacity funding to help them co-ordinate their applications. 
The index is based on a combination of metrics including need for economic recovery and growth, need 
for improved transport connectivity and need for regeneration. However, detailed methodology has not 
been released around this as yet. 

North Lanarkshire has been identified as a priority category 1 within the index (highest levels of identified 
need). There are 123 local authority areas across England, Scotland and Wales identified as category 1 
areas with 13 of these in Scotland.  



 

Table 1: Scottish Local Authorities by Priority Category 

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 
Dumfries and Galloway Aberdeen City Aberdeenshire 
Dundee City Angus City of Edinburgh 
East Ayrshire Argyll and Bute East Dunbartonshire 
Falkirk Clackmannanshire Highland 
Glasgow City East Lothian Orkney Islands 
Inverclyde East Renfrewshire Perth and Kinross 
North Ayrshire Fife Shetland Islands  
North Lanarkshire Midlothian  
Renfrewshire Moray  
Scottish Borders Na h-Eileanan Siar  
South Ayrshire Stirling  
South Lanarkshire West Lothian  
West Dunbartonshire   

 

While the Fund is open to every local area, it is especially intended to support investment in places where 
it can make the biggest difference to everyday life, including ex-industrial areas, deprived towns and 
coastal communities.  

While preference will be given to bids from higher priority areas, the bandings do not represent eligibility 
criteria. 

Member of Parliament and Westminster Parliamentary Constituencies 

The Fund is designed to help local areas select genuine local priorities for investment by putting local 
stakeholder support, including the local MP where they want to be involved, at the heart of its mission.  

The UK Government expects MP’s, as democratically-elected representatives of the area, to back one bid 
that they see as a priority. The number of bids that a local authority in the first category can make will 
relate to the number of MPs in their area. Accordingly, local authorities can submit one bid for every MP 
whose constituency lies wholly within their boundary.   

North Lanarkshire covers 4 parliamentary constituency wards, 3 of which are wholly within North 
Lanarkshire: 

Table 2: Constituencies 

Constituency Member of Parliament   Political Party 
Airdrie and Shotts Neil Gray MP SNP 
Coatbridge, Chryston and Bellshill  Steven Bonnar MP SNP 
Cumbernauld, Kilsyth and Kirkintilloch East* Stuart C Macdonald MP SNP 
Motherwell and Wishaw Marion Fellows MP  SNP 

 

*Where an MP’s constituency crosses multiple local authorities, one local authority should take 
responsibility as the lead bidder and local areas should work together to designate that lead bidder. 



Local authorities can only have one successful bid for each of their allocated number of bids over the 
lifecycle of the Fund. Local authorities are therefore encouraged to consider whether bids that they wish 
to submit for the first round of the Fund reflect their local priorities, or if they should wait until later 
rounds so that they have more time to consider and develop their proposals. 

It is expected that local authorities submitting multiple bids spread these fairly and equitably within the 
authority boundary and across their full range of constituencies, targeting pockets of deprivation as 
appropriate. 

Bid values 

Each bid submitted by local institutions can be a bid for an individual project or a package bid consisting 
of multiple projects. Bids for an individual project or package bids can both request up to £20 million of 
funding (although a minimum 10% match funding contribution to any bid is also expected). However, 
there is also scope for investing in larger high value transport projects, by exception.  

Bids above £20m and below £50m will be accepted for transport projects only, such as road schemes. 
Local authorities may wish to consider pooling funding from their bids in order to improve the chance of 
taking forward a larger transport scheme. 

Package bids must clearly explain how their component elements are aligned with each other and 
represent a coherent set of interventions. They can include a mix of projects from the Fund’s three 
investment themes but any one bid should not include multiple unrelated investments. 

Local authorities may submit joint bids. The maximum bid size for joint bids will be determined by adding 
up the individual £20 million caps of each bidding authority. Joint bids will count towards the maximum 
number of bids that each local authority is able to submit. Joint proposals can contain a combination of 
interventions both within counties, regions and across borders. However, they must not be a disparate 
package of interventions - as part of the strategic case bidders must demonstrate that joint bids are a 
cohesive and coherent investment proposal. Any elements of a joint bid that are jointly delivered should 
be fundamental to the joint bid as a whole and serve to unlock any elements of the bid that are not 
delivered jointly. 

Stakeholder Engagement 

Bidding authorities should consult a range of local stakeholders across the full geography of a place in 
developing their proposed investments for the Fund.  

Potential relevant local stakeholders and partners include local businesses, public transport providers, 
police and emergency services, community representatives, environmental representatives and 
universities and FE Colleges (FECs). Where relevant, bidding authorities should also consider how to reach 
stakeholders from harder to reach rural communities in formulating proposals.  

Bids should demonstrate evidence of this overall local engagement as part of their strategic case through 
stakeholder letters or similar. 



It is expected that bidding authorities to consult local MP’s as part of their bid; though such support from 
local MPs is not a necessary condition for a successful bid. MPs can have a positive role in prioritising bids 
and helping broker local consensus. When considering the weighting given to bids, the expectation is that 
an MP will back one bid which they see as a priority, and any bid may have priority backing from multiple 
MPs and local stakeholders. But Members of Parliament may also want to support any or all schemes 
that would have a benefit to their constituencies in the usual way. 

Investment Themes (Round 1) 

Transport investments including (but not limited to) public transport, active travel, bridge repairs, bus 
priority lanes, local road improvements and major structural maintenance, and accessibility 
improvements. Proposals are requested for high-impact small, medium and by exception larger local 
transport schemes to reduce carbon emissions, improve air quality, cut congestion, support economic 
growth and improve the experience of transport users. 

 
In view of their typically high value for money credentials when delivered effectively, well-formulated 
bids for local transport are likely to score highly on at least the value for money assessment criteria. 
Projects submitted for appraisal under this investment theme may include, but are not limited to: 

• Investments in new or existing cycling provision. 

• Improved priority for local bus services (e.g. bus priority lanes or signal priority at junctions). 

• Enhanced public transport facilities, such as bus stops and stations. 

• Accessibility improvements to local transport networks for disabled people. 

• Enhancements and upgrades to local road networks (e.g. by passes and junction improvements). 

• Structural maintenance works to local roads, including bridges. 

• Multi-modal proposals which combine two or more interventions to enhance transport across 
modes. 
 

Regeneration and town centre investment, building on the Towns Fund framework to upgrade eyesore 
buildings and dated infrastructure, acquire and regenerate brownfield sites, invest in secure community 
infrastructure and crime reduction, and bring public services and safe community spaces into town and 
city centres. 
 
The UK Government wants to help communities transform derelict, vacant or poorly used sites into 
vibrant commercial and community hubs that local people can be proud of. Projects submitted for 
appraisal under this investment theme may include: 

• Regenerating key leisure and retail sites and improving their security, to encourage new businesses 
and public services to locate there. 

• Removing derelict buildings and other eyesores to make way for new developments. 

• Site acquisition and remediation of abandoned or brownfield sites, for both commercial and new 
residential use. 



• Improving the public realm including high streets, parks and green spaces, designing out 
opportunities for crime and anti-social behaviour. 

• Creating better connectivity between and within key retail and leisure sites. 

• Putting forward ‘Town Deals’ for individual or groups of smaller towns that did not receive 
investment from the Towns Fund. 
 

Cultural investment maintaining, regenerating, or creatively repurposing museums, galleries, visitor 
attractions (and associated green spaces) and heritage assets as well as creating new community-owned 
spaces to support the arts and serve as cultural spaces 

 
Proposed investments should actively complement, rather than duplicate or compete with funding 
already delivering or set to deliver in their areas (such as through the Heritage High Streets Fund). Where 
appropriate, the UK Government will seek advice from the devolved administrations as part of bid 
assessment in their geographic areas on shortlisted projects, regarding alignment with existing provision. 

Interventions that have a heritage and cultural focus when combined with other interventions in a place 
function in a complementary manner, greatly increasing the overall impact. Investments in cultural assets 
should be driven by an evidenced place-sensitive need or opportunity and have clear outcomes that align 
with areas’ vision for place-based economic and social development, as well as the health and wellbeing 
of local people. Projects submitted for appraisal under this investment theme may include: 

• Upgrading and creating new cultural and creative spaces including sports or athletics facilities, 
museums, arts venues, theatres, libraries, film facilities, prominent landmarks or historical buildings, 
parks or gardens. 

• New, upgraded or protected community hubs, spaces or assets (and associated green spaces). 

• Acquiring and refurbishing key cultural and heritage sites including hotels and historic buildings. 
 

Net Zero 

Projects should be aligned to and support Net Zero goals: for instance, be based on low or zero carbon 
best practice; adopt and support innovative clean tech and/or support the growth of green skills and 
sustainable supply chains. Where applicable, bids may also seek to demonstrate compliance with 
relevant Publicly Available Specifications such as PAS 2080 and PAS 2035. Bids should also consider how 
projects can work with the natural environment to achieve project objectives – considering at a minimum 
the project’s impact on our country’s natural assets and nature, as well as the resilience of the capital and 
infrastructure project to potential hazards such as flooding. 

Capacity Funding 

Capacity funding will be provided to all local authorities in Scotland and Wales. This will help support 
relevant local authorities to develop high quality bids and therefore ensure that the Fund distributes 
funding to areas where it is needed most and achieves a suitable balance of spending across the UK. 



Local areas should consider opportunities to join up capacity funding received from related funding 
streams, such as the UK Community Renewal Fund in support of forming a single cohesive local growth 
strategy across their areas. 

A flat £125,000 of capacity funding will be allocated to all eligible local authorities. This capacity funding 
will be provided with the primary intention of supporting local authorities to develop their bids for later 
rounds of the Fund.  

It is expected that local authorities will not be able to use the capacity funding in time to support bids for 
the first round and that it will instead support the development of proposals for later bidding rounds.  

Further guidance on capacity support will be provided to local authorities shortly after Budget, including 
when funding will be allocated and what it can be used for. 

Application process 

Bids must be submitted to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government by noon on 
Friday 18 June 2021.  

It is expected that investment decisions will be made by the UK Government for this funding round by 
autumn 2021. Further guidance on how places can submit bids will be published shortly. 

Further guidance and templates for bid submissions, including package bids, will be provided to local 
authorities shortly after Budget. 

Further guidance on what level and type of value for money analysis should be provided by local 
authorities for bids of different sizes will be provided shortly. 

Next Steps 

• Awaiting Further Guidance from UK Govt. 

• Establishing/Agree submission proposals and bid writing/projects team and programme. 

• Applications must be submitted by Friday 18 June 2021.  

• It is clear that due to short timescales for project submissions to round one (June 2021) and need to 

demonstrate investment or begin delivery on the ground in the 2021-22 financial year, that potential 

projects should be earmarked now. NLC may wish to consider submitting bids for high value pipeline 

projects that they have already developed but not yet funded. 
 

Resources 

Levelling Up Fund: Prospectus 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/966

138/Levelling_Up_prospectus.pdf  
  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/966138/Levelling_Up_prospectus.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/966138/Levelling_Up_prospectus.pdf


Appendix 4: UK Community Renewal Fund Briefing Note 

B R I E F I N G  N O T E :   
U K  C O M M U N I T Y  R E N E W A L  F U N D  
M A R C H  2 0 2 1  
 

 

Introduction: 

Following Brexit, investment from EU Structural Funds will continue to be spent by local areas until 2023 
and the UK Government has committed to at least matching EU receipts through the new UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund, on average reaching around £1.5 billion a year. This new Fund, to be launched in 2022, 
will operate throughout the UK. 

In the meantime, the £220m UK Community Renewal Fund (UKCRF) will support communities across the 
UK in 2021-22 to pilot programmes and new approaches as the government moves away from the EU 
Structural Funds model and towards the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. 

The UKCRF aims to support people and communities most in need across the UK, creating opportunities 
to trial new approaches and innovative ideas at the local level. The UK government will work directly with 
local partners, so that the people that know their places best are front and centre of the decisions that 
impact their areas and lives. This Fund will also provide capacity funding to help places prepare for the 
introduction of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. 

North Lanarkshire Council has been identified as a lead authority for North Lanarkshire. The UK 
Government are inviting lead authorities to manage bids from project applicants (such as umbrella 
business groups, third sector and community organisations), appraise and prioritise a shortlist of projects 
before submitting the shortlist to the UK Government. Lead Authorities must ensure that they follow an 
open bidding process in inviting bids.  

Lead Authorities must ensure that all applicants are assessed in the same way and that any conflicts of 
interest are avoided or appropriately managed e.g. where the Lead Authority is an applicant the staff 
involved in the development of that project must not be involved in the assessment of projects or have 
access to any information that is not available to other applicants. 

Lead authorities would then issue grant agreements to successful bidders once funding has been agreed 
and then undertake the necessary monitoring activity. More information for lead authorities and 
prospective project applicants can be found in Annex 1.   

UK Shared Prosperity Fund 

The UK Shared Prosperity Fund will include: 

• A place-based portion which will target places most in need across the UK, such as ex-industrial 
areas, deprived towns and rural and coastal communities. It will support people and communities, 



opening up new opportunities and spurring regeneration and innovation. It will enable joined-up, 
holistic investment to support local communities and people; and 
 

• A second portion of the Fund will be targeted to people most in need through bespoke employment 
and skills programmes that are tailored to local need. This will support improved employment 
outcomes for those in and out of work in specific cohorts of people who face labour market barriers. 

 
Details on this UK-wide Investment Framework will be confirmed later this year. 
The UKCRF will help inform the design of the UK Shared Prosperity through funding of one-year pilots, 
but the funds are distinct with regard to design, eligibility and duration. Successful UK Community 
Renewal Fund bids will be for 2021-22 only and it is anticipated that 90% of funding will be used for 
revenue activity. 

Objectives of the UK Community Renewal Fund 

• Supporting a smooth transition - The UKCRF will help us prepare over 2021-22 for the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund by piloting new approaches and through provision of capacity funding. 
 

• Enabling innovation through pilots – The UK Government wants to support innovative responses to 
local challenges and local need across the UK. It wants to use the UKCRF to test greater integration of 
types of interventions and greater flexibility between investment themes than under EU structural 
funds. This includes removing barriers that people face in accessing skills and local labour market 
opportunities, building the evidence base for future interventions and exploring the viability of new 
ideas. 

 

• A new way of working between UK Government and places – The UK Government wants to work 
directly with local partners in each nation across the UK, putting people that know their places best 
front and centre in shaping decisions, forming a new, direct relationship with the UK government. 

 

• Levelling up and creating opportunity - The UKCRF will be a competitive process with no pre-set 
eligibility. In Great Britain, to level up and create opportunity across the UK for people and places the 
UK Government have identified 100 priority places based on an index of economic resilience. North 
Lanarkshire features within this list of priority places.  

 
The UK Government will prioritise projects that target investment at communities in need, especially 
at the top 100 priority places and provide capacity funding to the lead authority for these 100 places. 
 

• Building Capacity – A portion of the UKCRF will be reserves for capacity funding: 
 
Up to £2 million in total for bid co-ordination and appraisal as part of the UK Community Renewal 
Fund, available to the lead authorities of each of the 100 priority places (e.g. £20,000 each), to help 
them coordinate and appraise bids. 
 



Up to £14 million capacity funding to support with preparation for the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, 
available to local partners in Great Britain later in the year. Details on eligibility for this capacity 
funding, and the funding itself, will be released later this year. 
 

Eligibility and Priority Places 

The UK Government will run a competitive process with no pre-set eligibility. 

To ensure the UKCRF reaches the most in need, they have identified 100 priority places based on an index 
of economic resilience across Great Britain which measures productivity, household income, 
unemployment, skills and population density. This has been developed based on a consistent approach to 
identifying need across these nations. 

North Lanarkshire features on this list of 100 priority places areas across the UK with North Lanarkshire 
Council named as the lead organisation for the area. North Lanarkshire is one of 13 Scottish local 
authority areas to feature on the list.  

UKCRF Investment Priorities 

To nurture innovative thinking and offer flexibility, projects may align with one, or deliver across several, 
of the following investment priorities: 

• Investment in skills 

• Investment for local business 

• Investment in communities and place 

• Supporting people into employment 
 

There will be no ringfence funding applied across these themes. This will empower places to take a more 
holistic approach, changing overly prescriptive funding priorities and ‘priority axes’. 

90% of funding available through the UKCRF is revenue funding with a small amount of capital funding. 
Prospective applicants should calibrate their bids accordingly.  

The UK Government are interested in bids that build on local insight and knowledge, and project 
proposals that align with long-term strategic plans for local growth, target people most in need and 
support community renewal. In addition, projects should show how they complement other national and 
local provision. A focus for this Fund is to support innovation and new ideas in these areas, investing in 
pilots that draw on local insights and which will help places to prepare for the introduction of the UK 
Shared Prosperity Fund in 2022. 

Investment in Skills  

The UK Government are interested in proposals for innovative projects that address current and 
emerging local skills needs and are complementary to broader place-based investment. Bids may include, 
but are not limited to interventions that address: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/966987/List_of_Places__A-Z_.pdf


• Work-based training – for example addressing specific local need from local employers for on-the-
job training to support local growth, such as taking on trainee builders for a new infrastructure 
project. 
 

• Retraining, upskilling or reskilling members of the workforce – for example helping organisations to 
identify and understand skills gaps or provide access to financial support for relevant training where 
the local workforce may require new skills to meet the needs of a local employer or sector and 
support local economic transitions. 

 

• Promoting the advancement of digital skills and inclusion – for example supporting the 
development of digital skills for digitally excluded individuals, especially where digital exclusion 
presents a barrier to employment, building confidence in application of basic and advanced digital 
skills and promoting safety and awareness online. 

 
Investment for local business 

The UK Government are especially interested in projects that target support for under-represented 
groups and community-level interventions that can increase opportunity for all. 

Investment in pilots can also help create an innovation culture across the UK. This could be through 
finding new ways to promote green and tech adoption, commercialisation or helping create a pathway 
for upskilling local businesses through collaborations between higher education and small businesses. 

The UK Government are interested in proposals for innovative pilots and projects that address local 
business and innovation needs. Bids may include, but are not limited to, interventions that address: 

• Supporting entrepreneurs and helping businesses with potential to create more job opportunities 
for current employees or take on new employees – for example helping businesses to access the 
specialist support they need such as investor readiness schemes and private sector experts like 
experienced non-executives. 
 

• Encouraging businesses to develop their innovation potential – for example facilitating small 
businesses grow and to develop new and improved products and services by promoting collaboration 
and knowledge sharing, including small-scale knowledge transfer activity. This may include nurturing 
further join up between higher education institutions and small businesses, capitalising on research 
outcomes and building innovation capacity through development of plans for local innovation 
facilities and opportunities such as innovation centres and incubation services. 

 

• Supporting decarbonisation measures – for example encouraging local businesses and organisations 
to reduce greenhouse gases through investment in new technology or energy efficiency measures 
that can have bottom line benefits and improve business productivity. 

 

Loan or equity investments are not in scope of this funding. 



Investment in communities and place 

The UK Government are interested in proposals for innovative pilots and projects that address 
community needs and support local places. Bids may include, but are not limited to, interventions that 
address: 

• Feasibility studies for delivering net-zero and local energy projects – for example assessing 
opportunity and viability of green projects that contribute towards our green agenda or net-zero 
objectives such as installing electric vehicle charging points. This may include investing in feasibility 
studies to assess, for example, scheduling considerations, legal, economic and technical factors for 
projects that could support local decarbonisation where this brings social or economic benefits to 
local people and promoting environmentally conscious or collaborative local solutions such as clean 
energy projects. 
 

• Exploring opportunity for promoting culture-led regeneration and community development – for 
example investing in culture focused feasibility studies and community facilities to attract people to 
places, including city centres and rural and coastal towns. This may include research for projects that 
could generate footfall to support other private-sector businesses, opportunities to improve 
efficiency and collaboration by joining up local public services to produce better local outcomes or 
investing in the preservation or enhancement of cultural and sporting facilities such as museums, 
galleries, visitor attractions, pier restoration and heritage assets. 

 

• Improving green spaces and preserving important local assets – for example enhancing natural 
assets, including green spaces in neighbourhoods and housing estates, to enhance quality of life to 
attract and retain talent, and attract tourism. 

 

• Promoting rural connectivity – for example developing opportunities for digital functionality and 
physical connectivity to help realise the full potential of rural businesses. This may include exploring 
proposed innovative ideas for enhancing accessibility and social, economic and cultural opportunities 
for rural communities, including rural and green infrastructure. 

 
Supporting people into employment 

This should be additional to other public support and may support but not duplicate, other government 
initiatives and core departmental provision. 

Bids should also demonstrate how their proposal will complement mainstream activity, such as the 
Kickstart Scheme, Restart Programme and other Plan for Jobs initiatives, highlighting what wrap-around 
support is being proposed, and how the target audience will be identified and engaged. 

Pilots should draw upon and enhance multi-agency delivery teams, including the community and 
voluntary sector along with public provision. They should bring together a range of service providers to 
embed and provide a coordinated service to support individuals along the journey to employment. 



The UK Government are interested in proposals for innovative pilots and projects that focus on delivering 
bespoke programmes, utilising a needs-based approach to support individuals to overcome their multiple 
or complex barriers which inhibit their ability to gain employment. These pilots should support those 
most disengaged from the labour market. Bids may include, but are not limited to, interventions that 
address: 

• Supporting people to engage with local services which support them on their journey towards 
employment – such as bringing together multi-agency teams to join up a variety of services around 
an individual to address the variety of barriers to employment they may face; or key-worker support 
to connect individuals with existing public or voluntary provision. 
 

• Identifying and addressing any potential barriers these individuals may face in gaining employment 
or moving closer to the labour market – such as the use of key-worker support to work with 
beneficiaries to identify barriers to employment; working with and connecting individuals to the 
most appropriate services throughout the employment journey. 

 

• Raising aspirations, supporting individuals to access Plan for Jobs employment support, jobs and 
find sustainable employment – such as providing holistic support to address the long-term barriers 
to employment including but not limited to: support for alcohol and drugs interventions, skills for life 
such as timekeeping, confidence building and, employability support, including work experience, CV 
writing or interview preparation. 

 

• Supporting people to gain the basic skills they need to develop their potential for sustainable work 
– such as English, Maths, Digital and English for Speakers of Other Languages skills and training 
courses. Other suitable provision could include support intended to develop communication, 
interpersonal and presentation skills. 

 

• Testing what works in helping people move towards work – such as testing new initiatives which 
support people along the employment journey to understand how different interventions, or 
targeting approaches, can maximise the effectiveness of employment programmes aimed at those 
furthest from the labour market. 

 

Net Zero and environmental objectives 

Investment made under this Fund should be able to demonstrate the extent of contribution to net zero 
objectives or wider environmental considerations. Projects should be based on low or zero carbon best 
practice, adopt and support innovative clean tech where possible and support the growing skills and 
supply chains in support of Net Zero where possible. As a minimum, investment under this fund should 
meet the clean growth principle and must not conflict with the UK’s legal commitment to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions to net zero by 2050. 

To support green growth, bids should also consider how projects can work with the natural environment 
to achieve project objectives, and – at a minimum – consider the project’s impact on our natural assets 



and nature. For further information on how to take these considerations into account, see the Enabling a 
Natural Capital Approach (ENCA) resources. 

This is not applicable to interventions focused on supporting people into employment. 

 

Application process 

Lead authorities should invite project proposals from a range of local applicants, including local district 
councils, voluntary and community sector organisations and local education providers including 
universities. 

Lead Authorities must ensure that they follow an open bidding process in inviting bids. This is a gateway 
criteria for all bids submitted. 

Lead authorities should then appraise these projects and produce a shortlist of projects up to a maximum 
of £3 million per place (and a minimum of £0.5 million) for submission to UK government. The lead 
authority of each of the 100 priority places will receive capacity funding to help them with this bid co-
ordination and appraisal. 

Lead Authorities must ensure that all applicants are assessed in the same way and that any conflicts of 
interest are avoided or appropriately managed e.g. where the Lead Authority is an applicant the staff 
involved in the development of that project must not be involved in the assessment of projects or have 
access to any information that is not available to other applicants. 

The lead authority should submit their project shortlist to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government by noon on Friday 18 June 2021. 

Capacity Funding 

The lead authority of each of the 100 priority places will receive capacity funding to help them invite bids 
locally and appraise these bids. Each lead authority will receive £20,000 per priority place. This funding 
can be incurred from April 2021 for staff or other resources needed to coordinate and appraise bids. It 
will be paid to lead authorities in the summer and will be paid regardless of whether bids are successful. 

Capacity funding to support preparation for the UK Shared Prosperity Fund will be available to local 
partners in Great Britain later in the year. This funding will help build internal capacity and develop a 
project pipeline ahead of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. 

Up to £14 million will be available for supporting preparation ahead of the introduction of the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund. This will be made available when the long-term allocation profile for the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund is published later this year. The UK Government will also set out details on how this 
capacity funding will be distributed at that time. The allocation of capacity funding under the UKCRF does 
not pre-determine the allocation approach for the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/enabling-a-natural-capital-approach-enca
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/enabling-a-natural-capital-approach-enca


Submitting a bid 

Prospective applicants should contact their lead authority to submit bids. The UK government will not 
accept bids directly – they must be submitted by lead authorities following a local appraisal process. 

Each lead authority will set out its own requirements, but will utilise a common application form and 
appraisal process across the UK. These will be published shortly. 

 
Assessment Criteria 

All proposed projects must be received by the deadline, with a complete bid that demonstrates they: 

• Will be delivered (including all expenditure incurred) by 31 March 2022 

• Respond to a need identified in the prospectus 

• Do not duplicate other national or local provision 

• Do not conflict with national policy 

• Will be delivered by a legally constituted organisation that can receive public funds 

• Can deliver project activity in line with subsidy control/State Aid requirements 

• Will be delivered in accordance with branding requirements. 

• Have been submitted by the lead authority. Bids submitted independently from the lead authority 
will not be accepted. 

• The lead authority must also show they have led an open process by which organisations are invited 
to submit bids. 

 

Projects must pass all gateway criteria to be considered for selection. Failure to adequately demonstrate 
one or more of these criteria will result in project rejection. 

Leveraging other funds 

The UK government encourages applicants and lead authorities to maximise the leverage of other 
funding. This has a number of benefits including enhanced alignment with other provision and efficient 
delivery which increases value for money. 

It is recognised that not all projects or applicants will be able to secure match funding, and it is not 
expected for employment support projects. However, applicants and lead authorities should note that 
value for money is a selection consideration. This will take the overall funding package for each project, 
including any match funding, into account. 

Next Steps 

• Further clarification can be sought from the UKCommunityRenewalFund@communities.gov.uk on 
any of the content of this prospectus until 17 March 2021. A summary of frequently asked questions 
and answers will then be published online. 

• The Fund Eligibility Rules and Guidance will be published shortly. 
• NLC to agree what should be in scope as part of the funding submission 

mailto:UKCommunityRenewalFund@communities.gov.uk


• NLC to establish a bid writing/projects team and programme. 
• The shortlist of projects should be submitted by lead authorities to the Ministry of Housing, 

Communities and Local Government by noon on Friday 18 June 2021 by emailing 
UKCommunityRenewalFund@communities.gov.uk.  

•  The UK Government will then confirm which projects will receive funding from late July 2021 
onwards. 

 

Resources 

UK Community Renewal Fund: prospectus 2021-22 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus/uk-community-
renewal-fund-prospectus-2021-22  
 
UK Community Renewal Fund: Prioritisation of Places Methodology note: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus/uk-community-
renewal-fund-prioritisation-of-places-methodology-note  
 
Technical note for lead authorities: 
Z:\Ambition - Regeneration Delivery Plan\External Funding\UK Community Renewal 
Fund\UKCRF_Technical_Note_for_Lead_Authorities.odt 
 
Technical note for project applicants and deliveries: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/970
057/UKCRF_Technical_Note_for_Project_Applicants_and_Deliverers.pdf  
 
Privacy Notice:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus/uk-community-
renewal-fund-privacy-notice  
 
  

mailto:UKCommunityRenewalFund@communities.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus-2021-22
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus-2021-22
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus/uk-community-renewal-fund-prioritisation-of-places-methodology-note
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus/uk-community-renewal-fund-prioritisation-of-places-methodology-note
file://Intrastore/BusinessCentre/4.%20DigitalNL%20PMO%20Records/Progress%20Status%20Reports/DigitalNL%20Delivery%20Board/Ambition%20-%20Regeneration%20Delivery%20Plan/External%20Funding/UK%20Community%20Renewal%20Fund/UKCRF_Technical_Note_for_Lead_Authorities.odt
file://Intrastore/BusinessCentre/4.%20DigitalNL%20PMO%20Records/Progress%20Status%20Reports/DigitalNL%20Delivery%20Board/Ambition%20-%20Regeneration%20Delivery%20Plan/External%20Funding/UK%20Community%20Renewal%20Fund/UKCRF_Technical_Note_for_Lead_Authorities.odt
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/970057/UKCRF_Technical_Note_for_Project_Applicants_and_Deliverers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/970057/UKCRF_Technical_Note_for_Project_Applicants_and_Deliverers.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus/uk-community-renewal-fund-privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus/uk-community-renewal-fund-privacy-notice


A N N E X  1  
I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  L E A D  A U T H O R I T I E S  A N D  P R O S P E C T I V E  
A P P L I C A N T S  
 

 
 
Information for prospective applicants 

Prospective applicants, for example business groups, charities, and universities across the UK, should 
ensure that their proposals demonstrate alignment with the objectives set out in this prospectus and the 
Fund Eligibility Rules and Guidance. The Fund Eligibility Rules and Guidance will be published shortly. 

Prospective applicants across should also take account of the following guiding principles: 

• Bids which respond holistically to issues or challenges, are encouraged. 

• Bids need to evidence that the project complements and does not conflict with UK government 
policy. 

• Bids cannot be submitted for projects that benefit a single entity (for example a single business) – 
there must be evidence of wider impact for multiple individuals, businesses or other organisations. 

• The UK Government anticipate supporting a range of projects by theme and size, but encourage 
applicants to maximise impact and deliverability through larger projects (£500,000+) where this is 
possible. 

• The funding available consists of 90% revenue funding and 10% capital funding overall – applicants 
should calibrate their bids accordingly. 

• Project proposals should demonstrate alignment with strategic plans relevant to each place(s) as well 
as local need. 

• Projects should contribute to key objectives and outcomes of the Fund, including outcome/ output 
indicators set out in Fund Eligibility Rules and Guidance, which will be published shortly. 

• Project applicants should consider equalities impacts. 

• Projects must deliver in accordance with branding requirements set out in Fund Eligibility Rules and 
Guidance, which will be published shortly. 

• Projects should meet the expectations for monitoring and evaluation. Projects should include 
appropriate costs to ensure that any project delivery, monitoring or evaluation obligations can be 
met from the approved project amount. 

• All bids must also consider how they will deliver in line with subsidy control as per (UK government 
guidance) as well as all other relevant legal obligations such as procurement. This will be tested as 
part of the appraisal process, and monitored thereafter. 

• Interventions must be financially completed (i.e. all delivery activity concluded) by 31 March 2022 
and will be for this year only. 
 

If there is more than one organisation applying to deliver a project, a lead organisation must be selected 
to become the lead applicant (and grant recipient) with the remaining organisation(s) acting as delivery 



partner(s). In this situation the applicant would be responsible and liable for the delivery partner(s) and 
ensuring the project is operating as planned. 

Information for lead authorities 

Detailed requirements will be published shortly for lead authorities, setting out a number of minimum 
requirements for their role for UKCRF expenditure. 

The UK Government are inviting lead authorities to undertake the following role: 

• Invite bids from a range of project applicants, including but not limited to universities, voluntary and 
community sector organisations, and umbrella business groups. Any legally constituted organisation 
delivering an appropriate service should feel able to prepare a proposal. 
 

• Undertake constructive engagement with local partners, including but not limited to lower tier local 
authorities and elected representatives, and other public, private and third sector organisations. 

 

• Collaborate with other lead authorities or partners across the UK where relevant – for example to 
promote cross-border project opportunities that address needs in common or achieve efficient 
delivery scale. 

 

• Appraise and prioritise a shortlist of projects up to a maximum of £3 million per place. North 
Lanarkshire is defined as ‘the place’ and North Lanarkshire Council the ‘lead authority’. 

 

• Submit shortlist to UK government who will assess the proposals and select projects based on the 
assessment criteria. 

 

• Issue grant agreements to successful bidders once funding has been agreed by UK government, and 
then undertake monitoring and assurance activity. 

 

 

 


