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To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

Date:30th July, 1996 

Ref: ECIAM W6IRWlPJA 

AGENDA ITEM No. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: Demolition of Cooling Towers and 
Gas Holders on 28th July, 1996 at 
Ravenscraig Works, Motherwell. 
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PROPOSED DECISION: To note the following report. 

REPORT: 

On Sunday 28th July, 1996 three cooling towers and two gas holders at the disused Ravenscraig 
Steelworks were demolished virtually simultaneously using explosives. Due to the size of these 
structures which dominated the Motherwell landscape and their proximity to housing there was 
considered to be possible local environmental effects due to noise, vibration and dust. 

Prior to this date the Environmental Control Section of the Department worked closely with all 
other involved agencies and organisations involved in the planning for the demolition and 
obtained estimates of the likely environmental effects from the contractor. These were all within 
levels considered unlikely to have a relevant effect on public health, amenity or likely to cause 
property damage. The contractor also agreed to carry out measures to minimise the creation of 
dust, verified that all asbestos had been cleared from the blowdown structures and drop areas 
and also agreed to locate acoustic monitoring equipment within the works area. The experiences 
of other local authorities where similar large scale demolitions had occurred were obtained. 

On the day of the demolition staffboth fiom the Environmental Control Section and the Glasgow 
Scientific Services were on site to monitor on the Council's behalf the measurable environmental 
effects outside the works boundary. 

Air samples taken and analysed by Glasgow Scientific Services and this department immediately 
following the event showed results which fully complied with Health and Safety guidelines. 
Noise and vibration levels obtained from both the contractor and the councils own equipment 
indicated all levels were well below those likely to have any deleterious effect. e 

The department will continue to monitor demolition activities and construction works within the ._ 
disused works. 




