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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To: NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

Date: 24th June, 1996 Ref: GB/IS 

Subject: Request to dispose of very 
low-level Radioactive Waste 
at Dalmacoulter Landfill Site, 
Airdrie 

PROPOSED DECISION 

To agree to allow the Scottish Universities Research and Reactor Centre to dispose of very low- 
level radioactive waste at Dalmacoulter Landfill Site, Airdrie. 

BACKGROUND 

1. On 8th January, 1996 the Environmental Services Committee of the former Monklands 
District Council considered a report by their Director of Environmental Services advising 
that on the 6th December, 1995 H.M. Pollution Inspectorate had issued a Certificate of 
Authorisation under Section 12 of the Radioactive Substances Act, 1993 for the Scottish 
Universities Research and Reactor Centre to dispose of low-level radioactive waste at 
Dalmacoulter Landfill Site Airdrie. 

The Committee were also advised that in terms of Section 18(3) of the same Act the 
Council had a duty to accept any radioactive waste to a place provided by the Council 
for the deposit of refuse in accordance with the authorisation but was entitled to recover 
the costs of any special measures taken in relation to its disposal. The Committee 
following consideration of the matter instructed the Director of Environment Services to 
deny access to the site for this purpose. This decision was ratified by the full Council on 
6th February, 1996. 

2. The Director of Administration of the former Monklands District Council then submitted 
a report to the District Council on 29th February as Monitoring Officer in terms of Section 
5 of the Local Government and Housing Act, 1989 to the effect that the decision of 
Environmental Services Committee of 8th January and ratified by the District Council of 
1 st February to deny access to Dalmacoulter Landfil! Site for the disposal of low-level 
radioactive waste was likely to give rise to a contravention of the duty imposed by virtue 
of Section 18(3) of the Radioactive Substances Act, 1993. In accordance with Section 
5(6) of the Local Government and Housing Act, 1989 the decision was suspended as a 
consequence of the Monitoring Officers Report until further considered by the District 
Council. Following consideration of the matter the Council at is meeting on 29th February 
again decided to deny access to the site for the purpose of disposing of low-level 
radioactive waste. 

CURRENT SITUATION 

The Scottish Universities Research & Reactor Centre (S.U.R.R.C.) have now written to 
the Department requesting the use of the facility at Dalmacoulter to dispose of very low- 
level radioactive waste. They were advised by letter on 6th June of the previous 
authority's decision and that any change would require to be agreed by the new North 
Lanarkshire Council. The S.U.R.R.C. have now by letter dated 17th June (Appendix A) 
requested that the matter be considered by the new Council and are prepared if required 
to attend before the Committee to explain this request or invite members of the 
Committee to visit the Centre to see how the waste arises. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee are request to consider the matter and thereafter agree (or not) to allow the 
waste to be deposited at Dalmacoulter Landfill Site or alternatively invite a representative of 
S.U.R.R.C. to the next meeting of the Committee to explain their position. 

APPENDIX 
Copy of Letter 
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Mr Bryceland 

Disposal of Very Low-Level Radioactive Waste 
Datmacoulter Landfill Site 

k you for your ietter of 3 June regarding our proposed use o 
acoulter Landfill Site for the disposal of very low-level radioactive waste. 

w of the policy adopted, initially by the former Monklands District 
cil and now followed by North Lanarkshire Council, regarding a disposal 
act with SURRC, we would iike to request that the use of Dalmacoulter 
‘ill Site by SURRC for the disposal of very low-ievel Radioactive waste 
Insidered at the next meeting of your Environmental Services 
nittee scheduled for Tuesday, 6 August, 19%. 

ig discussed the situation with Prof. R D Scott, Director of SURRC, we 
j like to suggest that it might be helpful to your Committee members,if a 
>er of staff at SURRC was given the opportunity to explain, at your 
st meeting , the nature of our radioactive waste and how it arises at our 
atory site. Further, we would be very happy to invite Councillors 
mittee members to visit our Centre to see, for themselves, the ways in 
7 these very low levels of radioactive waste arise from the wide range of 
wch activities which are pursued at SURRC. 
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I hobe that these suggestions for providing more explanatory information are 
heldful and I look forward to hearing from you. 

! 

, lan kobertson 
Site/ Health Physicist 
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c.c: j Prof. R D Scott, Director SURRC 




