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Introduction

The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 provides a framework for local scrutiny arrangements between 
Police Scotland, the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and the Local Authority. This report provides members of 
the North Lanarkshire Community Safety Partnership Forum with an update in respect of policing in North 

Lanarkshire and affords members an opportunity to consider how effectively police are working alongside 
partners to collectively improve local communities.  

Matters considered in this report include statistical information from Police Scotland regarding the council area to 
assess effectiveness of the local police plan in terms of the priorities, performance and community engagement.  
It also includes some qualitative data to give an oversight of activities which are taking place across the authority 
area.

The presentation of the report reflects the priorities outlined in the Local Police Plan 2020 – 2023, which is 
summarised on the following page.

Last quarter, we reflected that it was important to recognise that responding to the public health emergency due 
to COVID-19 has naturally disrupted our communities and their patterns of behaviour and that these changes will 
naturally break our normal statistical timelines.  As such, from the next reporting period we will seek to provide a 
blend of qualitative data alongside the 5 year mean. Where comparisons are made between future data 

caution should be used when interpreting analytical results.

This report pulls together the final financial quarter of what was an incredibly challenging year for all of our 
communities and all of our services.  It has been a year in which demand flexed and changed beyond that we 
might reasonably expect, where our partnerships were pressure tested and where our communities challenged.  
Despite this, our services and communities pulled together on many fronts, in order to counter the short and long 
term effects of the pandemic.
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Local Police Plan on a Page
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Reducing Violence and Disorder

There have been 7 murders since April 2020, occurring in
Chapelhall, Airdrie, Wishaw, Newmains and Coatbridge. These
crimes are not linked and have all been detected. Whilst this is a
rise of 2 on the 5 year average, this is not a trend or pattern.

Crimes of violence and disorder are significantly down whilst
detection rates have improved. Serious assaults decreased by
18.1% whilst the detection rate increased to 84.2% (up 13.5%).
Additionally, whilst common assaults decreased by 226 (5.9%)

the detection rate rose to 74.8% (4.3%).

24.2% of common assaults (878 offences) relate to assaults
against emergency workers (predominantly police officers). 30%
of assaults against emergency workers involved biting, spitting
and coughing. Whilst no person should be subjected to an
assault, during the current pandemic this type of assault is

unacceptable and often results in the officers being required to
self-isolate whilst COVID-19 test results are awaited. Clearly this
impacts on their private life and that of their families.

Robberies and assaults with intent to rob dropped by 28.7% this
period and almost three quarters were detected (74%). All
robbery reports are reviewed and scrutinised so any emerging
trends can be quickly identified and tasked accordingly.

7 murders since April 2020. 
3 up on YTD last year

5.9% reduction in 
crimes of serious 

violence

Serious Assaults decreased 
by 18% (53 fewer)

Robbery & Assault with 

Intent to Rob decreased 
by 28.7% (31 fewer)
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Crimes of violence and disorder remain a priority with significant
resource committed to their investigation. All reports are
investigated and considerable efforts are made to bring the
individuals responsible to justice whilst supporting those affected.
Due to the pandemic, the majority of violent crimes took place
indoors with alcohol being a contributing factor.



Vandalism has fallen, 
reducing by 9% 

(285 fewer crimes)

Detection rates for 
Hate Crime rose by 

7.3% to 74.3%

Hate Crimes are unacceptable in any society and are
investigated thoroughly. Detection rates for hate crimes
rose to 74.3% (up 7.3%). Over a third of hate crimes are
directed at police officers (36.4%). Lanarkshire Division
continue to promote third party reporting in relation to

hate crimes and awareness that such offences can be
reported at any 3rd Party Reporting Centre.

The school community police and community safety
officers have returned to schools and are providing
diversity inputs educating young people about hate
crime and its effects. This has been supplemented by ‘Nil
By Mouth’ providing inputs to our PSYV in relation to
sectarianism.

In March 2021, Cumbernauld officers investigated a
series of incidents related to stalking and harassing
behaviour towards a 41 year old female in the NLC
area. Extensive enquiry resulted in a 26 year old male
and 16 year old female being arrested and charged
with the offence, both are now subject to bail conditions
which are being closely monitored.

Reducing Violence and Disorder

OFFICIAL
5

Due to the introduction of COVID-19 Regulations there has
been a substantial increase in complaints recorded in the
category of disorder. This is due to reports of suspected
breaches of the regulations are also categorised under
the same recording code. Scrutiny reveals that reports of

‘traditional’ ASB are comparable with previous years.



Public Protection and Protecting People at Risk of Harm

80 additional sexual crimes 
were reported to Police 

(379 relate to online activity 
and social media) 

The number of sexual crimes reported has increased compared to the same period
last year (80 additional crimes). This reflects a complex landscape including
increased confidence in reporting to the police and a prevalence of cyber-enabled
crimes. It should be noted that 39.5% of the crimes refer to communications
offences and the sharing of intimate images online. During the pandemic there has
been an increase in such reports. Lanarkshire Community Safety Officers have
provided awareness inputs and video messages to the highlight the risks around
social media with a focus on preventing occurrence in the future.
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4.2% increase in 
detections rate for crimes 

and offences in domestic 
abuse incidents

The recently formed Safeguarding Team continue to concentrate on Disclosure
Scheme for Domestic Abuse Scotland (DSDAS). This is one of our most effective tools
in tackling domestic abuse in Scotland and could save someone’s life. The DSDAS
gives people at risk of domestic abuse the information they need to make an

informed decision on whether to continue in the relationship or not.

In the period April 2020 – March 2021 473 disclosures were made



During the period April 2020 – March 2021 Lanarkshire Division have
dealt with 2,256 Missing Person reports:

• 55% were male, 45% female
• 1,372 (60.8%) related to young people aged 10 - 19 years. 30.3% of

these reports related to looked after young people.
• 93 (4.1%) related to people aged 60 years or more
• 92 (8.3%) were classified as High Risk missing person enquiries
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Lanarkshire Division  is committed to protecting vulnerable young persons within it’s community.  In February 2021 
working in partnership with Barnardo's Scotland and North Lanarkshire Social Work a project began whereby 
Lanarkshire Division refer all persons aged 17 years or less who have been reported missing to Barnardo’s.

Barnardo's triage the reports and make contact with the missing young person and utilise their skillset carrying out 
a return discussion, with the overall aim of identifying any push/pull factors causing the young person to go 
missing. This information will then be shared back with Police and Social Work who can work together to reduce 
the threat and risk surrounding the young person, in order to keep them safe.

Whilst the project is still in its infancy, it has already seen over 100 concern forms, relating to more than 40 young 
people in the North Lanarkshire area being shared with Barnardo's.

Public Protection and Protecting People at Risk of Harm



Lanarkshire’s Road Policing Officers continue to focus upon driver
behaviour, seeking to improve it through education and enforcement.
The pandemic resulted in a significant decrease in traffic on the roads,
however, there has been an increase in detections for dangerous

driving, speeding, disqualified driving and insurance offences. The
increased detections in some categories can be attributed to officers
now having handheld mobile devices and the increased capability of
community police due to partnership approaches.

Lanarkshire Division have carried out days of action, engaged with the
local community and targeted the areas identified.

There were 234 fewer people injured as a result of road accidents in
North Lanarkshire:

• 38.0% fewer people were seriously injured
• 57.8% fewer people were slightly injured
• 33.3% fewer children were seriously injured

This will likely have been aided by a reduction in traffic during the
lockdown period. Early analysis shows that driver behaviour has
changed throughout the pandemic with more persons opting for
personal vehicle use and moving away from public transport.

• 11.2% increase in detected
speeding offences

• 35.7% increase in detected
insurance offences

• 45.1% increase in detected
dangerous driving offences
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Public Protection and Protecting People at Risk of Harm



Tackling Housebreaking and Acquisitive Crime

Theft By 

Housebreaking has 
decreased 

significantly, by 342 
crimes 

Theft by housebreaking crimes have decreased by 34.7% during this
period. The detection rate for housebreakings increased by 5.9%,

these crimes are a priority with significant resource committed to their
investigation. Lanarkshire Community Safety continues to engage with
the community and raise awareness of any trends on social media.

Theft By Shoplifting 
decreased by 

41.7% and 
detection rates 

have increased by 
10.0% throughout 

the period. 
In March 2021, Bellshill officers investigated a spate of housebreaking
offences across Uddingston, Motherwell and Harthill. Through extensive
CCTV reviews, engagement with the public and use of social media, a
male was identified and arrested for fifteen offences. The male is
currently on remand awaiting trial.

In January 2021, Airdrie officers investigated a significant spike in thefts
of high value aftershaves and perfumes from chemists in the Airdrie
area. A prolific shoplifter was identified and arrested, resulting in a 36
year old female being arrested and charged with 15 separate
offences and being remanded in custody.
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In March 2021, Bellshill officers conducted an intelligence led action
plan based on crime hotspot analysis to tackle housebreaking
offences in the local areas, this resulted in nine arrests, eight recorded
police warnings and eleven reports to the Procurator Fiscal service for
various offences including crimes of dishonesty and drug misuse.



Reducing Harm Caused by Substance Misuse

A total of £3,538,902 
worth of cash and 

criminal assets have 
been seized under 

the Proceeds of 
Crime Act (POCA).

In January 2021, Airdrie community officers executed a drugs
warrant in the Airdrie area and recovered a cultivation

containing 400 cannabis plants valued at £300,000. Three males
were arrested.

In February 2021, Wishaw officers executed a drugs warrant in
the Bellshill area and recovered a quantity of heroin, cannabis,
mixing agent, over 300,000 tablets and two hydraulic presses. A
37 year old male and 45 year old male were arrested for being
concerned in the supply of controlled drugs and a quantity of
cash seized under the Proceeds of Crime Act.

In March 2021, Airdrie officers carried out a proactive stop of a
suspicious vehicle in the Chapelhall area and recovered a
quantity of cocaine, Etizolam tablets, an offensive weapon. A 32

year old male was arrested for being concerned in the supply of
controlled drugs, having an offensive weapon in a public place
and being unfit drive through drugs.
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In February 2021, Airdrie officers executed a drugs warrant in the
Uddingston area and recovered a cultivation containing 1,100
cannabis plants valued at £670,000. Seven males were arrested
for being concerned in the production of controlled drugs and
Immigration Offences.

In March 2021, Coatbridge officers carried out a proactive stop
of a suspicious vehicle and recovered a quantity of cocaine,
cannabis, weapons and firearms. A 28 year old female was
arrested for being concerned in the supply of controlled drugs
and firearms offences.

Drugs with a street 

value of over 

£2 million has been 

taken off the streets 
of Lanarkshire



Public Confidence & Local Engagement

Lanarkshire Division, in partnership with NLC, who have funded bike marking kits
intend to hold Bike Register events, aiming to reduce cycle thefts, identify stolen
bikes and assist in recovery. Three events have been held to mark the bikes of NHS
staff at secure locations ‘Wheels for Heroes’, Shotts Healthy Living Centre,

Monklands University Hospital and Wishaw University Hospital. Free bike marking
events available to all members of the community will be held in each of the
community board areas when restrictions allow.

In March 2021 Lanarkshire Division’s Police Scotland Youth Volunteer (PSYV) groups
rose to a special lockdown challenge, which asked them to walk 7000 steps each

day in the month to raise vital funds for #MarchForStAndrewsHospice Campaign.

The PSYV completed a combined total of more than 5.2 million steps during the
month and raised nearly £1600, which was presented to grateful fundraisers at the
St Andrews Hospice in Airdrie. The PSYV programme aims to strengthen the
relationship between police and young people, breaking down barriers,
promoting good citizenship and allowing our young people to impact positively in
their communities dedicating their time to helping with charity projects and
community events.

Throughout the COVID pandemic Lanarkshire Division have worked closely with
partners in Trading Standards and Environmental Health. A two way information
sharing protocol in relation to reports of breach of COVID-19 Regulations. The
local authority investigated initial reports and updated the police with any
concerns and if any action taken. There were occasions that the Environmental
Health officers required the assistance of police and due to the good working
relationships forged this was quickly and efficiently managed. As the Covid
Regulations evolved depending on the current circumstances, this required the
police and Environmental Health to reassess and refocus activity throughout which
they have been incredible partners.
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Public Confidence (April 2020 – March 2021)
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Public Confidence Apr 2019 -
March 2020

Apr 2020 –
March 2021

Number of Complaints about the Police 312 347

Ratio (Complaints : 10000 Incidents) 29.0 36.0

Total Allegations Recorded 541 667

• On Duty 431 510

• Off Duty 0 0

• Quality of Service 110 157



Looking Ahead

As we start to shift from a sustained period of restrictions, we continue to work with partners to successfully support 
the delivery of these transitional stages, ensuring we support our communities in what we hope will be a period of 
recovery and renewal. 

Over the forthcoming quarter we will be encouraging our communities to use the great spaces across Lanarkshire 
and will take action to discourage those intent on using the spaces in anti-social or disruptive fashions, which 

impact adversely on everyone.  In seeking to achieve this we will naturally be drawing on the assets of local and 
national resources with the deployment of officers on bicycle, motorcycle and horses to increase our reach and 
engagement as much as possible.

We will also be increasing our preventative engagement, seeking to educate our communities on how best to 
avoid becoming victims of crimes which can be incredibly convincing and compelling i.e. online fraud, whilst 
ensuring our School Community Officers and all other divisional officers seek to improve our community 
awareness of both cyber-dependant and more conventional crimes to prevent occurrence in the first place.

There is an incredible amount of activity that takes place daily, both internally and across the partnership.  Based 
on strong positive feedback, we will continue to put in place virtual surgeries for our elected members to 
encourage constructive conversations and collective progress.

By being accessible to communities and elected members, and by working in partnership with others, we remain 
committed to driving forward positive outcomes for communities.
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Serious Violent Crime and Public Protection 

  

April 
2020– 
March 
2021 

April 
2019– 
March 
2020 

Victims % 
Change  

Total No Group1: Crimes of Violence  538 572 34 fewer - 5.9% 

Murder 7 4 3 more + 75.0% 

Attempted Murder  16 12 4 more +33.3% 

Serious Assault detection rate  84.2% 70.7%  +13.5% 

Serious Assault  241 294 53 fewer -18.0% 

Robbery detection rate  74.0% 77.8%  -3.8% 

Robbery 77 108 31 fewer -28.7% 

Common assault detection rate 74.8% 70.5%  +4.3% 

Common assault 3,632 3,858 226 
fewer -5.9% 

Number of Domestic Abuse Incidents Reported to 
the Police 4,888 4,763  +2.6% 

Total Crimes and offences in domestic abuse 
incidents  2,523 2,496  +1.1% 

Total crimes and offences in domestic abuse 
incidents detection rate  69.2% 65.0%  +4.2% 

Number of Sexual Crimes 827 747 80 more +10.7% 

Sexual Crimes detection rate  53.9% 52.5%  +1.4% 

Number of rapes 118 114 4 more +3.5% 

Rape detection rate  55.7% 53.5%  +2.2% 

Number of statutory stop and searches conducted  4,999  

Number of positive statutory stop and searches 1,431  

Anti-social Behaviour and Hate Crime 

Number of complaints regarding disorder * * * * 

Hate Crime and offences detection rate 74.3% 67.0%  +7.3% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief detection rate  27.1% 26.7%  +0.4% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief 2,868 3,153 285 
fewer -9.0% 

Number of detections for Consuming Alcohol in a 
designated place (where appropriate byelaws exist) 813 666  +22.1% 

Acquisitive Crime  
Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 
detection rate  26.7% 20.8%  +5.9% 

Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 644 986 342 
fewer -34.7% 

Theft by shoplifting detection rate  71.9% 61.9%  +10.0% 

Theft by shoplifting  1,235 2,118 883 
fewer -41.7% 
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Road Safety  
People Killed 7 8 1 fewer -12.5% 

People Seriously injured 62 100 38 fewer -38.0% 

People Slightly Injured  138 327 189 
fewer -57.8% 

Children (aged<16) Killed 0 1 1 fewer -100.0% 

Children (aged<16) Seriously Injured 10 15 5 fewer -33.3% 

Dangerous driving  209 144  +45.1% 

Speeding   1,061 954  +11.2% 

Disqualified driving  128 106  +20.8% 

Driving Licence 413 375  +10.1% 

Insurance  1,314 968  +35.7% 

Seat Belts 59 114  -48.2% 

Mobile Phone 113 102  +10.8% 
Serious Organised Crime and Drugs 

Number of detections for drugs supply, drugs 
productions, drugs cultivation 

 

253 

 

247  +2.4% 

Public Confidence 

April 2020 – March 2021 

  

  

Number of Complaints 
about the Police 

Number of Complaints 
per 10,000 Police 
Incidents 

Complaints received about the Police 347 36.0 

  

  

On Duty 
Allegations 

Off Duty 
Allegations 

Quality of 
Service 
Allegation 

Total 
Number of  
Allegations 

Total Allegations Recorded 510 0 157 667 

 


