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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Partnership of the stations that are to be upgraded/ 
re-located/ provided within North Lanarkshire, plus provide some background information in 
respect of the lobbying previously carried out by the Council to have additional stations provided 
within North Lanarkshire, in connection with the Airdrie-Bathgate Railway & Linked 
Improvements rail line re-opening project. 

Background 

The Partnership will be aware that after 50 years of closure, works to rebuild and reopen the 
Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link is well underway. The f300 million rail link is funded by Transport 
Scotland and is being delivered by Network Rail. The project will deliver an efficient public 
transport link from Helensburgh/ Milngavie and Glasgow, through North Lanarkshire and West 
Lothian, to Edinburgh. As part of the project, Airdrie Station is to be enhanced with an additional 
platform added, Drumgelloch Station is to be re-located to Clarkston and will include the 
construction of a large park & ride car park, plus a new station is to be provided within 
Caldercruix. 

The Central Scotland Transport Corridor Study (CSTCS) commissioned by the then Scottish 
Executive, considered a range of transport projects serving communities lying along the A8 and 
A80 travel corridors. A key project identified in the CSTCS study was the re-opening of the 
Airdrie-Bathgate railway. A technical feasibility study was subsequently commissioned, which 
confirmed that the rail service identified within the CSTCS could be delivered. The Scottish 
Ministers were satisfied with the viability of the scheme, as identified within that study, and 
subsequently approved the continued promotion of the re-opening. 

West Lothian and North Lanarkshire Councils jointly commissioned an economic activity 
and location impacts (EALI) study, to appraise the extent of the positive effects of 
reopening the line for North Lanarkshire and West Lothian residents, based on the 
provision of four new intermediate stations, those being Plains, Caldercruix, Blackridge and 
Armadale; the study also considered the net contribution this would make to the Scottish 
economy. The EALl study demonstrated that significant economic and social inclusion 
benefits would emanate from the provision of these stations. The outputs from that EALl 
study were subsequently incorporated into the wider studies for the scheme. 

By way of comparison, the respective population figures for the four intermediate towns 
within which the councils had been seeking to have a station provided are as follows. The 
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following figures were produced from the 2001 Census and based on locality population 
returns. 
Po pu I at i on of PI ai ns 2,291 
Population of Caldercruix 2,031 
Population of Armadale 9,063 
Population of Blackridge 1,554 

During the early consultation phase for the proposed project, one of the main issues 
for the Council concerned the recommendation that there would not be a station in Plains. 
The original CSTCS study did not allow for any new intermediate stations between Airdrie 
(Drumgelloch) and Bathgate. However, following representations from officers and 
Members from both Councils, as well as the local MSPs, the Scottish Executive 
subsequently included the examination of potential intermediate station locations within 
later studies. 

However, the Scottish Executive only subsequently proposed one new intermediate station 
within North Lanarkshire, at Caldercruix, plus one at Armadale within West Lothian. The 
Council was advised that the decision for those new stations was based upon engineering, 
patronage, environmental, economic and other associated factors, as well as the ability of 
the new train stopping patterns to tie into the existing rail timetables for both the Glasgow 
and Edinburgh expansive and relatively congested networks. The reason given was that 
having more stops on a line increases the overall journey time and consequently reduces 
the attractiveness of the route. Consequently, within the Council’s consultation response to 
the Bill, the Scottish Executive were asked to reconsider the Council’s request to also have 
a station at Plains. 

As part of that response, as well as in the evidence given at a number of the 
Airdrie-Bathgate Bill stakeholder consultation events, the Council argued that not 
providing a station at Plains Station was contrary to Government transport policy key 
aims of social inclusion, improving access to remote areas and areas of deprivation. It was 
also highlighted that there are presently no alternative bus services in the evening and a 
limited provision at weekends. There is a dial a bus service for disabled and a ring and ride 
service, both of which do not operate after 1800hrs. These services are only suitable for 
occasional use and cannot provide a regular service required to access health, education 
or employment. Further, the average walking distance to the nearest station, at the re- 
located Drumgelloch Station, is some 1.8km, which is above the recommended walking 
distance of 800m. 

In 2007, the Council wrote to Transport Scotland in regard to the provision of a 
station in Plains. Transport Scotland had commissioned a feasibility study to examine the 
technical issues that would be associated with the provision of a station at Plains and/ or 
Blackridge, in response to an earlier instruction by the previous Transport Minister, Tavish 
Scott, during the passage of the Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Bill through the Scottish Parliament. 
The Council had understood that that study was primarily requested to examine the 
technical feasibility issues; however, we subsequently learnt that the findings of the report 
would now be considered alongside any potential impacts on overall rail patronage levels. 
The Council had understood that we had made a case for the station based on social 
inclusion need that outweighed the patronage issue. However, Network Rail and Transport 
Scotland were of the view that the findings of the feasibility report, and indeed the Design 
Development Appraisal presented with the Bill, did not support the Council’s views. The 
Council did not object to the Bill based on the previous decision from the Minister of 
Transport who had agreed that the Council had made a case for provision of a station at 
Plains. This allowed the Bill to be considered by the Scottish Parliament at an early stage. 

During the Consideration Stage of the Bill, the Bill Committee acknowledged that there was 
some merit in providing these stations on the basis of social need, reflecting the strength of 
the arguments presented to the Bill Committee in oral and written evidence submissions. 
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In addition, the earlier Initial Technical Feasibility Study and the later Design Development 
Appraisal study, both commissioned by Network Rail, identified that there were no technical 
reasons preventing the provision of a station at Plains. 

2.10 During the consultation stage of the Bill, the community of Plains, wholly independent of the 
Council, had carried out a survey to establish support for, and likely usage of, a station in 
Plains. The respondents demonstrated overwhelming support for a station, which suggests that 
the potential patronage figures for Plains were underestimated. However, Network Rail stated 
that during their consultation exercises, some residents along the south side of Main Street 
were opposed to a station in such close proximity to their houses. 

2.1 1 Following the passage of the Parliamentary Bill, now the Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked 
Improvements Act 2007, the Council and West Lothian Council asked the present Transport 
Minister to re-consider the request to provide more intermediate stations on the re-opened 
section of the line. The subsequent decision was that he did not support the provision of a 
station in Plains, but would consider the provision of a station in Blackridge, subject to funding 
contributions from a large housing developer and from the Council. 

2.12 There is no provision within Network Rail’s Airdrie-Bathgate scheme to enhance the facilities at 
any of the stations within North Lanarkshire on the Airdrie-Bathgate line to the west of Airdrie, 
namely Coatdyke, Coatbridge Sunnyside and Blairhill. The provision of new rail services 
eastwards to West Lothian and Edinburgh will significantly increase patronage levels at each of 
these stations, not least of which will increase the park & ride demand at these three stations. 
SPT has provided funding to the Council to carry out studies to determine the nature and scale 
of this additional demand, to examine enhanced parking provision options, improved access 
requirements, and measures needed to make each of the stations DDA-compliant. However, no 
specific funding has been identified to carry out any of the identified proposed improvements. 

3. Recommendations 

3.1 It is recommended that the Partnership note the content of this report. 

GRAHAM MACKAY 
HEAD OF ROADS & TRANSPORTATION 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report contact David 
McDove, on 01236 616256 (7 October 2009) 
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