
North Lanarkshire Council 
Report 

Planning Committee 
  

☒approval ☐noting Ref  Date 10/06/21 
 
 

North Lanarkshire Local Development Plan Report of Examination 
and Adoption Process 

 
 

  From  Pamela Humphries, Head of Planning and Regeneration 

  Email  laingg@northlan.gov.uk Telephone 07970018874 

 

 

 

 

1. Background 
 
1.1 Members will be aware that the Development Plan for North Lanarkshire has been 

undergoing Examination by Reporters appointed by the Government’s Planning and 
Environmental Appeals Division (DPEA).  

 
1.2 The Council has now received the Report of Examination from the DPEA and requires 

to prepare and publish an Adoption Plan. 
 

 
 

2. Report 
 

Modified Proposed Plan Examination 
 
2.1 Following publication of the Development Plan Scheme 2019 and subsequent 

Committee decisions in February 2020 the Modified Proposed Plan and supporting 
documentation was submitted to the Government’s Planning and Environmental 
Appeals Division (DPEA) on 21st July 2020 with the Examination Commencing on 20th 
October, 2020.  

 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to update members on the process and legislative 
requirements to move adoption of the North Lanarkshire Local Development Plan following 
receipt of the Report of Examination of  North Lanarkshire Local Development Plan 
Modified Proposed Plan and supporting documents. 
 

Recommendations 

 
It is recommended that Committee note the contents of the report. 
 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 

Priority  Improve economic opportunities and outcomes 

Ambition statement (5) Grow and improve the sustainability and diversity of North 
Lanarkshire's economy 



 
 

Report of  Examination 
 

2.2 The Report of Examination was published on 24th May 2021. The report consists of 
deals with 35 unresolved issues identified by the Council and recommends changes in 
both the presentation and content of some policies within the North Lanarkshire Local 
Development Plan Modified Proposed Plan documents.  

 

 Preparation of Adoption Plan 
 
2.3 Within 3 months of receiving the Report of Examination, the Planning, etc (Scotland) 

Act 2006 requires authorities to send to the Scottish Ministers: 
 

• The modifications made following receipt of the Report of Examination. This is the 
Adoption Plan. 

• A statement setting out any recommended modifications that the authority has not 
made and the explanation for this (by reference to the grounds listed below); 

• The proposed plan they wish to adopt; 

• The report of the examination; 

• The advertisement of their intention to adopt the plan; and 

• Any environmental assessment carried out into the proposed plan as modified. 
 
2.4 All who made representations to the North Lanarkshire Local Development Plan 

Modified Proposed Plan must be notified of the publication of the Adoption Plan (Notice 
of Intention to Adopt). At this stage, representations can only be sent to the Scottish 
Ministers, who have 28 days to advise the Council if it can proceed to Adoption. On 
receipt of the Scottish Ministers approval, an Adoption Report will be submitted to the 
Committee and the Plan will be formally recognised as Adopted on the date of the 
notification by Scottish Ministers. The Adopted Plan will be published on line. 

 
2.5 Town and Country Planning (Development Planning) (Scotland) Regulations 2008 

state that the Council may only depart from recommendations that 
 

• Would have the effect of making the Plan inconsistent with the National Planning 
Framework, or with any Strategic Plan, such as Clydeplan 

• Are incompatible with Part IVA of the Conservation (Natural Habitats etc) 
Regulations 1994; or 

• Are based on conclusions that could not reasonably have been reached based on 
the evidence considered at the examination. 

 
2.6 The Planning and Place Service is currently analysing the proposed modifications 

identified in the Report of Examination and will prepare an Adoption Plan and 
supporting documentation and for approval by this Committee, in accordance with the 
requirements of the Act set out in paragraph 2.3 above. 

 
  

 
 

3. Equality and Diversity 
 
3.1 Fairer Scotland Duty 
  The process to prepare the Local Development Plan pre-dates the Fairer Scotland 

duty, however, the aim of the Local Development Plan is to manage the use of land to 
increase sustainable economic growth whilst protecting the environment to make sure 
that all communities can enjoy a better quality of life. The next Local Development Plan 
will be subject to appropriate assessments required during its preparation. 



  
3.2 Equality Impact Assessment  
  The Modified Proposed Local Development Plan has undergone an Equalities Impact 

Assessment, as required by Planning Regulations. The next Local Development Plan 
will be subject to appropriate assessments required during its preparation. 

 
 

 

4. Implications 
 
4.1 Financial Impact 
  Costs for examination of the Modified Proposed Plan public consultation can be met 

from the Local Development Plan budget.   
 
4.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact 
  There are no Human Resource impacts arising from this report. The North Lanarkshire 

Local Development Plan will set new Council policy for the development and use of 
land and buildings and is in response to a legislative requirement to prepare an up to 
date Development Plan. 

 
4.3 Technology / Digital impact 
 A Digital Strategy for Planning programme to support delivery of the new Planning 

system has been published and once a programme of works has been finalised a full 
assessment of the impact and requirements will be undertaken.  

 
4.4 Environmental Impact 
 The aim of the North Lanarkshire Local Development Plan is sustainable economic 

growth and policies have been designed to minimise or mitigate environmental 
impacts. A revised Environmental Report will accompany the Adoption Plan in accord 
with the requirements set out in the relevant Planning Acts. 

 
4.5 Risk Impact 
 Corporate risks haven be minimised by preparing a more up to date Modified Proposed 

Plan and retaining control of the timing of the Public Consultation and Examination 
process.  

 
 

 

5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 The long-term aim of the Plan is to increase sustainable growth and regeneration, and 

to improve places in support of our Corporate Vision. The Plan looks to achieve this 
through policies used to determine applications for planning permission 

 
5.2 In particular, the Plan will support delivery against the Improving economic 

opportunities and outcomes priority and provides the policy framework through which 
the Economic Regeneration Delivery Plan can deliver against the land use aspects of 
the Council’s Ambition, including 

  
• Housing regeneration/ re−provisioning  
• Town Centre Regeneration  
• Business and Industry  
• Infrastructure development 
 

 
 

 

 



6. Supporting documents 
 
6.1 North Lanarkshire Local Development Plan- Report of Examination 

 
 Report of Examination Recommendations by Issue Number 
 
 

 
 
 
Pamela Humphries 
Head of Planning and Regeneration 
 

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2021-05/Report%20of%20Examination_2.pdf
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2021-05/Table%20of%20Reporter%27s%20recommendations.pdf

