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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Partnership in respect of a number of traffic and 
transportation issues that have arisen, or may be expected, in relation to the various 
construction works being carried out in connection with the Airdrie-Bathgate Railway & Linked 
Improvements rail line re-opening project. 

Background 

The Partnership will be aware that after 50 years of closure, works to rebuild and reopen the 
Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link is well underway. The f300 million rail link is funded by Transport 
Scotland and is being delivered by Network Rail. The project will deliver significant economic, 
education and social opportunities for the residents of North Lanarkshire. 

The non-operational civils contact was awarded to Carillion; that contract covers all work for the 
new railway between Drumgelloch and Bathgate, comprising bridges, earthworks, cycleway, 
roads and stations. For project management purposes, they have essentially split the contract 
into 5 sections, the two within North Lanarkshire being Raiziehill to Caldercruix, and Caldercruix 
to Drumgelloch. In order to construct the rail line it will be necessary to rebuild a number of 
existing road over rail bridges. In recognition of this the Parliamentary Bill associated with the 
rail line gave Network Rail powers to close roads in order to allow construction and this will 
require the introduction of temporary traffic and pedestrian diversion routes. 

Towers Road bridge, just east of the site of the re-located Drumgelloch Station, was shut during 
the school summer break. The bridge replacement, and associated road closure, is expected to 
take 48 weeks. The closure of this bridge, coupled with the current closure of the bridge over 
the rail line on Crowwood Drive (which is a Council-let contract, due to re-open in October), has 
resulted in a number of issues for the travelling public, as follows: 

0 The decision to proceed with these bridges this year was taken to ensure that both of the 
above roads would be open and improved prior to the A73 closure programmed for next year. 

0 The effects of reducing the number of accesdegress roads from the Petersburn Area have 
been mitigated by the introduction of temporary traffic signals on the A73 at Petersburn Road. 
These signals are manned and operate during the morning and evening peak periods. 
Signing has been erected on the A73 to advise motorists of delays caused by the diversion 
routes and press statements have asked for the co-operation of motorists to choose an 
alternative route or to allow more time for their journeys. 
A number of requests have been made to the Council to request Network Rail to provide 
temporary traffic lights at the junction of the A73, Craigneuk Avenue and South Biggar Road. 
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The Council has directed that no lights be provided due to the significant delays they would 
introduce if signals were to operate at this staggered cross roads. The majority of motorists 
on South Bigger Road have alternative routes and motorists using Craigneuk Avenue can re- 
route via the temporary signals at Petersburn Road. 
On street parking on the Petersburn Road diversion route has been reduced by Network Rail 
providing funding for the provision of a temporary car park at Dunrobin Primary School. The 
Council is presently preparing a planning application to make this up into a permanent car 
park. The permanent works are programmed for later this financial year subject to obtaining 
planning consent and securing TRANSCO agreement to divert and protect a gas main. 

0 A new temporary footpath was constructed by Network Rail's contractor in order to provide 
local access by pedestrians during the bridge closure and provide pedestrian access to 
Caldervale High School. To the north of the rail line a tarmac-surfaced and lit path has been 
provided through Katherine Park. The temporary path was recently flooded and as a result 
Network Rail's contractor has now provided additional path drainage and will continue to 
over-pump the surface water if so required in periods of heavy rainfall. 

0 

The deck of Barblues Bridge, between Plains and Caldercruix, is currently being replaced. 
However, a temporary route has been constructed, to operate for the duration of the bridge 
replacement works, therefore there is a minimal local impact upon traffic. 

The bridge over the rail line on Main Street Caldercruix is due to be demolished and re-built, 
starting from 2nd October 2009 through to June 201 0. For the duration of the works, the former 
line of Main Street, from the south of the village to the A89, is to be temporarily re-opened from 
2nd October 2009, to provide vehicular access to the properties on the south side of rail line; 
Network Rail Is currently carrying out some bridge/ structure strengthening works. A temporary 
footbridge will also be provided from 2nd October 2009, spanning the route of the rail line, to 
provide pedestrian access between both sides of the village. 

In Forrestfield, the bridge on Woodside Road requires to be refurbished. The timing of the 
replacement and the details of the temporary traffic diversion route have still to be submitted. 

Bedlormie Toll Bridge, on the boundary between North Lanarkshire and West Lothian, is to be 
renewed as part of the works. However, the replacement bridge is to be built on an improved 
line from the existing structure, therefore the only noticeable impact on traffic will be localised 
temporary traffic management as they re-align the approach roads on both sides. 

A major traffic impact will result from the replacement of the A73 Carlisle Road bridge, which 
will result in the A73 being closed for an extended period. The Council has requested the A73 
bridge renewal works be carried during, or at least partly during, the summer of 2010, to 
minimise the disruption from the significant volume of traffic that will require to be temporarily 
diverted onto other roads. The key points in connection with this are noted below: 

0 Network Rail have booked a blockade of the line (full possession) between Airdrie Station 
and the existing Drumgelloch Station from May 201 0 to August 201 0, in order to carry out 
works on the existing line. The replacement of the A73 Carlisle Road bridge will take place 
within that period. 
It is presently anticipated that the A73 will be shut for 13 weeks, part of which is to enable the 
diversion and subsequent re-connection of the various Public Utilities plant routed over the 
bridge. 

0 The contractor has suggested that they are allowed 24-hour working for the duration of the 
works, to minimise the duration of the road closure; however, that obviously may be an issue 
for local residents. 
A series of meetings are taking place involving Network Rail, their contractor, Strathclyde 
Police Traffic and the Council concerning the expected consequences and the temporary 
traffic diversion routes that will be required. Local as well as more wide-spread strategic 
diversion routes will be signed for the duration the works, with advisory signs erected in 
advance of the closure to enable drivers to consider other options. 

0 
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2.9 The sewer network at Broomknoll Street in Airdrie is hydraulically deficient. There is a long 
history of the sewer surcharging and spilling effluent on to the road. The road drainage system 
in this vicinity is totally separate from the sewer network and is not designed to deal with foul 
flows. The sewer flooding tends to be short lived but can be a considerable depth due to the 
surrounding topography, which at its peak severely restricts pedestrian access to and from the 
station in addition to flooding the road. Scottish Water is proposing to upgrade the existing 
combined sewers in Broomknoll Street, Cairnhill Road and Hogg Street, as well as across the 
A89 Weaver Road. Scottish Water has been asked if it is possible to have this flooding problem 
resolved before it is used as a diversion route for the A73 closure. Although this is primarily an 
issue for Scottish Water to progress, Network Rail's approval is required before the works can 
commence, as there will be a requirement for Scottish Water to excavate adjacent to the rail 
bridge abutment. When they take place, these works which will affect traffic flow to and from 
Airdrie Station as well as within the town centre generally; the full extent of any such disruption 
cannot be assessed until the full scope of Scottish Water's works are known, however, at the 
very least there would likely be a series of localised temporary traffic-signal controlled road 
works operations over quite a number of weeks. 

2.10 The existing junction of Old Bore Road/ the A89 is to be locally configured to provide 
appropriate access to the relocated Drumgelloch Station. New signals are to be installed at the 
site, which will involve the contractor operating temporary traffic management systems for most 
of the duration of the works. The works will include a temporary access arrangement into 
Springfield Community Centre; thereafter, this upgraded junction will be altered by the Council 
to 4-arm signals, to provide a new access into the proposed housing development on the 
former Clarkston Primary School site; depending upon the timing for the housing development, 
an interim alteration to the layout of the junction may be required to provide access to the 
school site. It is proposed that a new access into Springfield Community Centre will be formed 
off the housing development access. The timescales for these works are not yet known. 

2.1 1 The National Cycle Route (NCN) 75 between the existing Drumgelloch Station and Bedlormie 
Toll has been stopped up, as it lay along the route of the rail bed. Cyclists are continuing to 
temporarily have to use the local road network. It is expected that the re-aligned NCN 75 will be 
completed by late 2010. 

2.12 Works at Airdrie Station will require the station to be closed for a period of 8 days during which 
a temporary bus service will operate. 

2.13 Should any complaints be received about any aspect of the works, they should all be directed to 
the Network Rail National Helpline, on 08457 11 41 41, That is a 24-hour helpline, and all calls 
or complaints received will immediately be directed to Network Rail's Airdrie-Bathgate project 
team, to ensure that any priority issues are dealt with immediately. 

3. Recommendations 

3.1 It is recommended that the Partnership note the content of this report. 

GRAHAM MACKAY 
HEAD OF ROADS & TRANSPORTATION 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report contact David 
McDove, on 01236 616256 (7 October 2009) 
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