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20 May 2021 at 2 pm. 
 

A Remote Meeting of the ENVIRONMENT  AND  TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McPake, Convener; Councillor Mooney, Vice-Convener; Councillors Anderson, J. Ashraf, 
Carragher, Cullen, Di Mascio, Doolan, Douglas, Duffy, Goldie, Gourlay, Hogg, Lennon, McManus, McNeil, 
Reddin, Stocks, Annette Valentine, Weir and Woods. 
 
ALSO  PRESENT 
 
In accordance with Standing Order 64(A) Councillors Curran and Shields attended as substitutes for 
Councillors Logue and Roarty respectively. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McPake (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
Head of Communities; Head of Environmental Assets; Head of Waste Solutions and Regulatory Services; 
Communications Officer, and Committee Officer. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Docherty, Logue, Roarty and Wilson. 
 
 
DECLARATIONS  OF  INTEREST  IN  TERMS  OF  THE  ETHICAL  STANDARDS  IN  PUBLIC  LIFE  ETC.  
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  2000 
 
1. The meeting noted that there were no declarations of interest. 
 
 
 
ACTION  ON  CLIMATE  TOGETHER  (PRE-COP  26)  EVENTS 
 
2. There was submitted a report by the Head of Asset and Procurement Solutions (1) advising that the 

Paris Accord agreed to limit global temperature increases to below 1.5°C through a reduction in global 
omissions; (2) intimating that the Glasgow UN Conference of Parties (26) was significant as successful 
diplomatic negotiations would be key in ensuring that the Accord was effective and further enhanced; 
(3) providing details of the local programme of events which aimed to address attitudes to climate 
change locally with the first of the events held on 18 May 2021 and which engaged with Elected 
Members, staff and partners, with the draft programme attached at Appendix 1 to the report; 
(4) indicating that two further events were planned for September and October 2021, the first of which 
would target local businesses and the second would be aimed at stakeholders who were key to the 
successful delivery of climate action and the prevention of further climate change; (5) informing that 
the Council continued to participate in the Scottish Attainment Challenge and was working in 
partnership with the Wood Foundation and Education Scotland via the Raising Aspirations in Science 
Education Programme (RAiSE), and (6) providing details of the RAiSE programme and the sub-group 
which was being convened to enhance school pupils understanding of STEM learning and to progress 
the aims of RAiSE. 
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Decided:  
 
(1) that the urgency of action required within the Council to achieve net zero emissions by 2030 

be recognised; 
 

(2) that it be noted that the first ACT 2021 event took place on 18 May 2021; 
 
 

(3) that the education event which would complement the existing activities of the RAiSE 
programme be noted, and 

 
(4) that it be noted that the programme of events would be completed before the commencement 

of COP 26. 
 
 
 
GLASGOW  CITY  REGION  CLIMATE  ADAPTATION  STRATEGY  AND  ACTION 
 
3. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) advising that adaptation was 

an essential facet of climate action and for the past three years the Council, as a member of Climate 
Ready Clyde, had participated in the development of an Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan for the 
City Region; (2) providing details of the objectives of the Strategy the purpose of which was to mitigate 
the risks arising from the local impact of climate change; (3) informing that the Strategy covered a 10 
year period with the Action Plan providing activity up to 2025; (4) enclosing in Appendix 1 to the report 
the Strategy and Action Plan development process; (5) attaching in Appendix 2 to the report the 
flagship actions contained within the Strategy, and (6) seeking approval of the implementation of the 
Adaptation and Strategy Action Plan. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be recognised that adaptation was a key aspect of the Council's climate activity; 

 
(2) that the good work that the Council has facilitated and progressed in partnership with the 

membership of Climate Ready Clyde be recognised; 
 

(3) that the summary detail of the Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan be noted, and 
 

(4) that the implementation of the Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan, subject to the Glasgow 
City Region Cabinet approval, be approved. 

 
 
 
COUNTRY  PARKS  FOR  THE  FUTURE  -  PROGRESS  UPDATE 
 
4. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) providing an update on the 

Country Parks for the Future Programme as part of the Council's Programme of Work; (2) setting out 
details of the plan to consult widely on the prioritised delivery of two aspects of the original masterplan 
at Strathclyde Park in respect of the potential Velo Park and Bellshill Gateway facilities and proposals 
to develop design ideas with a view to an application to the Sports Scotland Cycling Facilities Fund; 
(3) providing details of the infrastructure development to support walking and cycling through 
significant path widening on key routes, and (4) advising that since August 2020 the park had 
supported a pilot of outdoor education activities for primary school pupils delivered by the Active 
Schools Team to support the further delivery of outdoor education in Strathclyde Park and a new 
outdoor shelter had been developed for education and events. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the ongoing consultation on the next steps for the masterplan implementation on the 

potential Velo Park and Bellshill gateway facilities within Strathclyde Country Park and 



ENVIRONMENT  AND  TRANSPORTATION  -  20  MAY  2021 
 

 

 

 
62 

proposals to develop designs with a view to an application to the Sports Scotland Cycling 
Facilities Fund be noted; 

 
(2) that a further consultation be undertaken on traffic and through routes within Strathclyde 

Country Park as part of the wider parks consultation in the coming months, and 
 

(3) that the progress of the delivery of outdoor education activities in Strathclyde Country Park, 
and the development of an outdoor shelter to support events and education activities, be 
noted. 

 
 
 
COMMUNITY  ASSET  TRANSFER  REQUEST  -  PALACERIGG  COMMUNITY  TRUST 
 
5. There was submitted a report by the Head of Communities (1) providing details of a community asset 

transfer request from Palacerigg Community Trust relating to an area of Palacerigg Country Park as 
outlined in Appendix 1 to the report; (2) outlining the background to the Community Empowerment 
(Scotland) Act 2015 which encourages community based groups to organise and take control of assets 
to be utilised for positive outcomes as driven and directed at a local level and explaining the process 
which is undertaken following receipt of an application; (3) attaching, at Appendix 2 to the report, the 
Community Asset Transfer Assessment Report for Palacerigg Country Park which recommended that 
the request be approved; (4) providing details of the assessment process, and (5) enclosing, in 
Appendix 3 to the report, the Council's Community Asset Transfer Policy and process. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the detailed assessment of the application against approved criteria as enclosed in 

Appendix 2 to the report, and the recommendation of the Community Asset Transfer 
Leadership Group that the application be granted, be noted, and 

 
(2) that the community asset transfer request from Palacerigg Community Trust for an area of 

Palacerigg Country Park be approved in principle based on the assessment findings  
summarised in paragraphs 2.4 to 2.9 of the report and set out in Appendix 2 to the report. 

 
 
 
RECOVER  NL  –  COMMUNITY  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPROVEMENTS 
 
6. There was submitted a joint report by the Head of Environmental Assets and the Head of Waste 

Solutions and Regulatory Services (1) intimating that a key strand of the Council’s Recover NL 
programme was investment in a range of activities to help communities and partners and improve 
health and general wellbeing, underpinned by central support mechanisms including an overarching 
public education and communication strategy which will breathe new vibrancy into North Lanarkshire; 
(2) advising that, in order to kickstart improvements in the Local Environmental Quality (LEQ), the 
Council had agreed investment of £500,000 across a range of support mechanisms and initiatives 
which would act as a catalyst for communities and partners to meet the challenges within the local 
environment taking responsibility and prioritising work in their own communities through funding 
directed to each Community Board; (3) providing details of the opportunities which had been examined 
and implemented by the Council as part of Recover NL aimed at improving Local Environmental 
Quality, reducing incidents of environmental anti-social behaviour, raising awareness through 
community engagement, encouraging ownership at a local level and acting as a catalyst for  positive 
cultural change in local communities; (4) setting out a number of proposals and environmental 
improvements in respect of green space renaissance, community support, the distribution of Recover 
NL funding, the national Summer Clean Campaign and additional investment from the Covid-19 
recovery budget; (5) enclosing in Appendix 1 to the report, the number of fly-tipping enquiries from 
2017 to the present day which includes incidents reported by communities as well as incidents 
identified by the Streetscene teams, and (6) advising that there would be co-ordinated communication 
on the actions identified in Recover NL, together with a bespoke communications and education 
campaign using the Keep Scotland Beautiful spring clean materials as a baseline. 
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Decided: 
 
(1) that the facets of the delivery of the Recover NL – Community Environmental Improvements 

proposals during 2021/2022 be agreed, and 
 

(2) the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 
 
 
 
GREENSPACE  HEALTH  AND  WELLBEING  UPDATE 
 
7. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) providing an update on the 

work undertaken to ensure that opportunities are extended to residents to enjoy greater access to 
greenspace, that they meet the future needs of communities and build on the renewed interest in North 
Lanarkshire's parks and greenspaces; (2) providing details of the main findings and initial 
recommendations of the Health Scotland Social and Systems Environment and Spaces Group Report; 
(3) advising that solar lighting studs had been installed at the Duchess of Hamilton Park and 
Drumpellier Country Park together with path improvements and solar pedestrianisation; (4) providing 
details of proposals to enhance the Get Walking Lanarkshire Health Walk Project, including additional 
volunteering opportunities, and (5) setting out details of the Cumbernauld Living Landscapes 
Partnership which aimed to improve Cumbernauld's greenspaces for people and wildlife and had 
delivered path improvement projects at Ravenswood, Seafar Woods, St. Maurice's and Netherwood 
Way and to the woodland and other habitat improvements at Broadwood Loch. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the completion of the Solar Lighting Project at Drumpellier Country Park and the Duchess 

of Hamilton Park be noted; 
 

(2) that the recommendations of the Get Walking Lanarkshire programme of health walks 
following the relaxation of Covid-19 restrictions and the opportunity for additional volunteering 
be noted, and 

 
(3) that the progress of the Cumbernauld Living Landscapes Partnership Projects, to date, and 

the programme for the remainder of the project, be noted. 
 
 
 
WEEK  CONTROL  REVIEW 
 
8. With reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting of the Council held on 13 August 2020 

when it was agreed that the use of glyphosate in weedkiller be banned immediately pending a report 
to the Environment and Transportation Committee on alternative methods of weed control, there was 
submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) providing details of the outcome of the 
review of weed control which was undertaken following concerns raised around the use of products 
containing glyphosate; (2) providing details of the use of glyphosate based herbicides which was 
approved by the European Union in 2017 for a further five years; (3) advising that prior to the Council 
decision to ban the use of glyphosate the majority of weed control on hard surfaces was undertaken 
using glyphosate based products with two applications being undertaken per season; (4) providing 
details of the scope of the review which focussed on weed control processes, alternatives to replace 
the use of herbicides and the current position regarding the use of herbicide containing glyphosate; 
(5) indicating that the review identified a range of alternative weed control methods recently trialled 
and adopted by other local authorities to varying degrees and that use of alternative methods would 
require a significant increase in both operatives and mechanical resources; (6) providing details in 
respect of community involvement projects, impact on the environment, the Pesticide Action Network 
and the concerns surrounding the long term use of glyphosate based herbicide products for weed 
control; (7) indicating that it was clear from the review that an Integrated Pest Management approach 
to amenity weed control would give the best results for long term weed management from surface 
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construction to season application of a mixture of approaches, and (8) setting out the key 
recommendations of the review regarding the use of glyphosate based herbicide weed control in North 
Lanarkshire. 

 
Councillor McPake, seconded by Councillor Mooney, moved as the Motion that the recommendations 
contained within the report be approved. 
 
Councillor Goldie, seconded by Councillor Carragher, moved as an Amendment that the Committee:- 
 
(1) recognise the previous decision of the Council on 13 August 2020 to cease the use of 

glyphosate and confirms that decision; 
 
(2) notes the content of the report; 

 
(3) approves a trial of alternative weed control methods such as foam and steam weed control 

over summer 2021 and notes the early results of these trials in Kilsyth, and 
 

(4) approves the development of an Integrated Pest Management approach. 
 

Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
12 Members voted for the Amendment, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Anderson, J Ashraf, Carragher, Di Mascio, Doolan, Goldie, Hogg, Lennon, McManus, 
Stocks, Annette Valentine and Weir. 
 
11 Members voted in favour of the Motion, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Cullen, Curran, Douglas, Duffy, Gourlay, McNeil, McPake, Mooney, Reddin, Shields and 
Woods. 

 
12 Members having voted for the Amendment, and 11 Members having voted for the Motion, the 
Amendment was accordingly declared carried. 
 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the decision taken by the Council on 13 August 2020 to cease the use of glyphosate in 

weedkiller  be confirmed and the ban remain in place; 
 

(2) that a trial of alternative weed control methods, such as foam and steam weed control, over 
summer 2021 be undertaken and the early results of these trials in Kilsyth be noted; 

 
(3) that the development of an Integrated Pest Management approach be approved, and  

 
(4) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
AMEY  PUBLIC  SERVICES  LLP:  OPERATION  AND  FINANCIAL  PERFORMANCE  MONITORING  
REPORT  FROM  1  OCTOBER  2020  TO  31  MARCH  2021 
 
9. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets outlining Amey Public Services 

Limited Liability Partnerships’ performance against its business objectives and Council priorities for 
Quarters 3 and 4 of 2020/2021, and (2) providing details of the governance arrangements for Amey 
Public Services LLP and a number of service delivery highlights during the period. 
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Decided: that the financial performance of Amey Public Services LLP for the period up to 
31 December 2020, and the operational performance along with the service delivery 
highlights for the period up to 31 March 2021, be noted. 

 
 
 
CONTRACTS  AWARDED  BELOW  COMMITTEE  APPROVAL  THRESHOLD 
 
10. There was submitted a report by the Head of Asset and Procurement Solutions providing in the 

Appendix to the report details of contracts which had been awarded by him under delegated authority, 
for the period from 1 January to 31 March 2021. 

 
Decided: that the contents of the report and Appendix be noted. 

 


