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1 Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update members of the Airdrie and District Local Area 
Partnership on developments with the current joint work taking place between Strathclyde 
Police, Housing and Social Work Services and Strathclyde Fire and Rescue for the period 
from July to August 2009. 

2 Background 

2.1 The report includes statistical information from each of the partners and a ward by ward 
summary of notable incidents. Appendix 1 provides an update of all community safety 
related activities for each of the partners. 

3 Summary of Key Activity by Partners 

3.1 The following shows what has been reported to the Housing & Social Work Services in terms 
of Anti-social behaviour and the relevant action which has been taken to address these 
problems. 

Number of New Complaints 1 Ongoing Cases I Actions Taken 

July - August 
2009 

Ward 7 9 
Ward 8 16 
Ward 11 6 
Total 
31 

Breakdown 

Noise 20 
Gang 
Harass 7 
Vandal ism 1 
Drugs 1 
Other 
Racial 1 
Harass 
Children 1 

1 Previous 
Quarter 
24 
23 
32 

44 
3 
14 
5 
3 
2 
5 

July - August 
2009 

Ward 7 12 
Ward 8 16 
Ward 11 9 
Total 
37 

Breakdown 

Investigate 16 
Monitor 17 
Legal 4 

I Previous I July - August 2009 

120 1 Final Warning 5 
17 

44 
13 
6 

ASBO Interview 6 
ASBO 2 
Interim ASBO 1 
Post NOP 1 
SSST 1 
UBN 
UBN DOC 
ABA 
NOP 
Mediation 

Previous 
Quarter 
14 
2 
5 
1 

4 

1 
2 

3 
11 



3.2 Statistical Evaluation 

Ward no 

It should be borne in mind that there is always a significant drop in the reporting of incidents for Anti 
Social Behaviour during this period annually. This may be attributable to the holiday period when 
both complainers and perpetrators of Anti Social Behaviour are on holiday. 2 significant cases 
resulted in ASBO’s and ultimately the perpetrators have moved on and complaints in these cases 
have ceased. 

July 2009 August total 
2009 

Referrals to Referrals to 

A check with other LAP areas confirm this trend extends across the entire Local Authority area and 
that it has been the case historically. The period referred to in this report relates to a 2 month 
period only as opposed to the normal 3 month period. 

11 

Staff are working hard to increase profile and promote use of the service and Anti Social Behaviour 
Investigators now integrated into the local office and this is already beginning to bring improvement 
to the service. 

0 

3.3 Mediation Services 
The following table illustrates the number of cases referred to Mediation: 

Number of fire fatalities (F) and fire casualties 
(Cl 

- 
Ward 7 Ward 8 Ward 11 Total 

2C 3c 4c  7c 

Number of accidental house fires 
Number of Home Fire Safety Visits (HFSV) 

These mediation figures for this period represent a slight decrease in referrals 
compared to the previous period. Work is being carried out in the area to highlight 
the benefits of mediation to the residents of Airdrie. Housing Advisors again briefed 
on the benefits of service and refresher training scheduled for coming month. 

I 

3 1 2 6 
3 15 8 26 

3.4 Strathclyde Fire and Rescue 
The following table shows the performance information on a ward by ward basis in terms of 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue: 

Number of deliberate fires 
Number of false alarms malicious 
Number of false alarms (Code 3 system fault) 

14 21 7 52 
0 2 0 2 
37 33 11 81 

Number of Road Traffic Collisions where SFR 
Services used 

2 1 4 7 



Ward 8 Number of deliberate fires was primarily 15 minor rubbish fires. 

Comments 

No real trends or patterns were identified over this period 

Incidents of Note 

Ward 8 

1 1/7/09 
Whinhall Ave Airdrie two appliances one from Coatbridge and one from Bellshill were 
mobilised to special service incident at 2355. Crews were notified that it was an occupant 
within a property threatening to ignite gas supply within property and cause an explosion. 
Crews remained in attendance for 4 hours until situation was brought to a resolution. 
Premises adjacent to property were evacuated. Incident concluded with police public order 
team apprehending occupant through a forced entry allowing fire crews then to enter and 
make safe property. 

Ward 7 

25/8/09 
Greengairs landfill site fire crews from Coatbridge, Cumbernauld and Bellshill fire stations 
attended a restricted level 2 response incident. On arrival at the site crews were met with an 
articulated vehicle on fire well alight due to poor water supply within area additional fire 
service resources were required to provide additional water supply. This was carried out 
using a water relay. This involves collecting water from another source then pumping it from 
appliance to appliance until it reaches the fireground. 

Community Safety Initiatives 

Crews involved in local fire safety initiatives only these being in the form of leaflet drops 

4 Local Actions and Outcomes 

Strathclyde Police 

Reported Crimes / Offences for the period 
Detected for same period 
% Detected 

879 
488 
55.5% 

It should be highlighted that within this period there has been a 19% decrease in reported 
Crimesloffences when compared to the previous periods. Of note is the continued increase 
in detected crime which also shows a rise of 2.6% within this period and police activity will be 
continue to be focussed to maintain these trends. 

Operational Activity 

Over this period there have been 3522 police incidents recorded for the Airdrie area, which 
also represents a significant decrease on the previous periods’ figures. 

High visibility patrols continue to be targeted to areas where there are recurring incidents of 
violence, disorder and antisocial behaviour. 

Specific action plans have been drawn up relative to the areas of - 



Rochsoles/The Rushes and Plains - Airdrie North Ward 
Coatdyke / Cairnhill - Airdrie Central Ward and 
Chapelhall - Airdrie South Ward 

Within these plans, partnership working continues to be effective with assistance gained 
from both the Anti-Social Investigators and Community Wardens. 

In addition there have been successful operations carried out across all three ward areas, 
against those involved in the supply of drugs. As a result, a number of individuals have been 
the subject of reports to the procurator fiscal for both drugs possession and drugs supply. 

During the period 62 incidents were resulted relative to youths causing annoyance across 
the Airdrie area. This represents a small decrease in the average for the period. 
Continuing with the ongoing Campaign Against Violence, specific pro-active operations have 
been carried throughout all ward areas relative to outstanding warrants (in particular those 
warrants relative to individuals involved in incidents of disorder or violence). This has 
resulted in 43 warrants executed within this period. 

Test Purchase Operations have been carried out at 4 identified problematic licensed 
premises, which resulted in one licensee being reported to the Procurator Fiscal for a 
contravention of the Licensing legislation. Details of these premises have also been 
forwarded for the attention of the local Licensing Board. 

Officers have been tasked with carrying out checks on individuals subject to curfew and / or 
domestic bail, to ensure that they are complying with the requirements of bail set out by the 
Court. This has resulted in a high number of persons being arrested and reported to the 
Procurator Fiscal for breaching their bail conditions. 

Officers from Roads Policing have again been active within all 3 ward areas, in particular in 
Whinhall, HolehiMRawyards and Carlisle Rd. These operations are intended to maximise 
road and vehicle safety as well as target vehicles being used by members of Serious or 
Organised Crime Groups. These operations have again proved particularly successful with a 
significant number of fixed penalty notices issued, drivers reported for consideration of 
prosecution and vehicles seized. Further operations are planned for the short and medium 
term and will be reported back within future reports. 

As a result of the pro-active measures employed to target youths drinking in the street and 
engaged in minor acts of antisocial behaviour, there has been a reduction in the number of 
reports of youths drinking across all ward areas. Stop search activity continues to be a focus 
of police tasking, with searches for weapons, alcohol and drugs prioritised 

Local “gangs” and their membership continue to be targeted, specifically in the area of 
Imperial Drive, Airdrie, with several gang members charged with a variety of offences and 
their activity disrupted. 

Other specific locations identified as being associated with gang activity or congregation will 
be targeted within the near future, employing officers from their respective ward areas, 
supplemented by members of the Strathclyde Police Gangs Task Force. This includes 
further enquiry relative to ‘Operation Download’ targeting anti social behaviour via social 
networking sites on the internet. 

Specifically with regards to violent crime, within this period, there have been a total of 6 
serious assaults recorded which represents a 50% reduction on the pervious period. 
Persons have been detected and charged in 4 of these incidents, with positive lines of 
enquiry being followed within the remaining 2 incidents. 



Enquiries have been concluded relative to two incidents of street robbery, with two males 
arrested. These males are currently remanded to prison awaiting trial. 

Following trial at the High Court in Glasgow, one male was found guilty of a number of 
charges in connection with sexual offences committed in the Airdrie area. He is currently 
remanded to prison awaiting sentence. 

The main hotspots within each of the Wards during this period are as follows, 

Airdrie North 
0 Thrashbush/Rochsoles 
0 Plains 

Airdrie Central 
0 Whinhall 
0 Coatdyke / Cairnhill 

Airdrie South 
Chapelhall 

A breakdown on the issu associated with th are is contained within the following 
ward reports, however, it should be emphasised that patrol plans have and will continue to 
be focused on these areas in an attempt to reduce the number of occurring incidents. These 
plans include the deployment of a mobile Anti Disorder Patrol to respond to reported 
incidents of disorder throughout all of the ward areas. 

Local Area Team - Community Safety Sub Group 

Examples of joint local actions taken by the Airdrie Community Safety Sub Group have 
included focusing on particular hotspots like Thrashbush and Rochsoles which continue to 
be of concern with regards to youth disorder. Following joint work between the Police, Anti 
Social Task Force and Community Learning and Development, however, there has been an 
identifiable decrease in incidents. An example of this work was the recent “Operation 
Nelson” where approximately 24 headquarters staff were deployed within the Airdrie area, 
with high visibility patrols taking place at various ‘hot spot’ locations throughout the ward 
areas. Longer term, the issues associated with anti social young people will be tackled in a 
joint project funded by both the Council and external funding which will provide a multi-use 
games facility in an area of Airdrie. 

The redeployment of CCTV cameras has assisted, along with the physical clearing of vacant 
and derelict land where there has been substantial drug activity within another area. The 
Fairer Scotland Fund has also assisted with ten new fixed space CCTV cameras which are 
assisting with the anti-social issues. 

5. Recommendation 

It is recommended that members of the Local Area Partnership: 

(i) Note the contents of the report 

North Lanarkshire Council - Housing & Social Work Services 
Strathclyde Police 
Strathclyde Fire & Rescue 
7‘h October 2009 



Appendix I 

WARD 7 - Airdrie North 

Housing and Social Work Services 

Clarkston 
There has been a significant decrease in the number of disturbances being reported 
in this area particularly within Drumclair Place. This is mainly due to the close 
monitoring of two individuals who are currently subject to an Anti Social Behaviour 
Orders (ASBO). One of the individuals has had their tenancy reduced to a Short 
Scottish Secure Tenancy and has appeared at Airdrie Sherriff Court for breach of 
Interim ASBO and was fined f75. Anti Social Behaviour Investigators and Housing 
Advisors will continue to closely monitor this area and ABl’s will carry out drive by’s. 

HolehiIls/Rochsoles/Northburn/Thrashbush 
There had been previous issues relating to youth disorder inlaround this area, 
however this period has continued to show a decrease in the number of calls being 
received. Investigators are continuing to monitor the situation and carry out drive 
by’s within these areas. 

A proactive disclosure was received in relation to an individual who resides within the 
Holehills area for being convicted of a racially motivated aggravated assault. A 
written warning and offender interview has been carried out and the situation will 
continue to be closely monitored. Area Manager recently attended residents meeting 
and local office staff have carried out visits to alleged perps. Holehills and Northburn 
also included in Locality Management Low Demand action plans which includes 
higher profile to be taken in relation to anti social behaviour and tenancy support. 

Glenmavis 
There has been an increase in the number of disturbances reported in this area 
particularly within Waddell Avenue. Investigators have attended out of hours and 
gathered evidence which has resulted in two written warnings against different 
households and the identification of other potential problem areas. Close monitoring 
with partner agencies and drive by’s will continue to be carried out within this area. 
Service Delivery Co-ordinators continue to monitor activity of ABl’s and Housing 
Advisors in area 

Caldercruix 
There have been issues relating to youth disorder inlaround this area, particularly the 
lane at Progress Drive. Housing staff have been made aware of these problems and 
are actively working with the local community and partner agencies to address these 
issues. 

Plains 
This area has been relatively quiet this period, however drive by’s are still being 
carried out in the area by Investigators to monitor the situation. Joint working in area 
with Police s they have high number of complaints in relation to anti social activity in 
the area of Main Street, Jarvie Avenue and Bruce Street. Chris O’Neill has raised 
relevant issues with Community Sergeants 



Strathclyde Police 

Community Police Officerls Ward 7 
I Pc’s McLaren, Copland, McDonald, Clark, MaGell, Silkebakken, Fleming, Cormack, I 

Hyslop, Innes, Brown, Routledge, Plumb, Gilmour 
plus 4 Special Constables. 

Ongoing Issues 

There were a total of 1203 incidents over the period with 289 crimes recorded during 
this period. There have been 140 detections in relation to these crimes (48.4%), the 
majority of which were as a result of proactive policing. 

The incidents of disorder within Thrashbush continue to be a focus of police 
attention. In particular Rochsoles Drivel The Rushes has been identified as being a 
repeat location for youth related complaints. Extra supervision will continue to be 
given to this area by both the police and partner agencies. 

The trail bike issue in Caldercruix, although reduced in frequency, remains a concern 
and will continue to receive additional attention in an effort to continue this downward 
trend. 

Emerging trends 
Within the Plains area, there has been a sharp rise in the number of reports of youth 
related anti social behaviour and to impact on this an action plan has been developed 
together with agency partners. 

A rise in weekend youth disorder in Greengairs has also been noted with additional 
resources being deployed to combat this issue. 

Incidents of note 
Test Purchase Operations were carried out at several premises within the ward area. 
All premises passed without issue. 

A joint day of action was carried out within the Plains and Caldercruix area along 
with partners from Housing Services Anti Social Investigators, targeting hot spot 
areas and identified individuals associated with anti social behaviour. This will also 
form the basis of future operations in this regard. 

Ward 8 - Airdrie Central 

Housing and Social Work Services 

Whinhall 
There has been a decrease in reports of anti social behaviour involving youth 
disorder in/around Bell Street. Temporary CCW has been installed and 
Investigators continue to carry out drive by’s to the area. Local office targeting 
resources to Whinhall area as statistical analysis of last year show this to be an area 
of concern 



Cairnhill 
There has been an increase in the number of disturbances in this area particularly 
within Parnell Street concerning youth disorder and gang fighting. Previous problems 
had been identified in this area and temporary CCTV installed, however the issues 
have now relocated to another area of Parnell Street. At the request of the local 
member a meeting was held at Airdrie First Stop Shop with local residents and 
partner agencies where a number of individuals were identified for joint visits and if 
suitable proactive referrals. Close monitoring with partner agencies and drive by’s 
will continue to be carried out within this area. 

Gattlea and Coatdyke 
These areas have been relatively quiet, however Investigators are continuing to 
carryout drive by’s to the area. Specific individuals continue to present a challenge 
and close working between Police, Housing Advisors and ABl’s ensures pro-active 
approach 

Strathclyde Police 

- ” n 4  Comrnunfty Poficfj Officerls .Ward 8 
-- 

Pc’s Scott, Muir, Maccalman, Grieve, Millar, Deeney, Murphy, Ellington, Bryceland, 
Espie, Dobbie, Gardiner, Cassidy, Ballard plus 4 Special Constables. 

Ongoing issues 
There were a total of 1620 incidents over the period with 417 crimes recorded during 
this period. There have been 243 detections in relation to these crimes (58.3%), the 
majority of which were as a result of proactive policing. 

Within Whinhall, the newly installed CCTV cameras continue to have a positive effect 
in the area although a small number of youths are the focus of minor antisocial 
behaviour in the area of West Kirk St / Wellwynd areas. 

These youths have been identified and pro active measures taken together with Anti 
social Investigators will have an impact in significantly reducing the impact of their 
actions. 

Mavisbank Street, which had been suffering from a displacement effect relative to 
deployment of CCTV cameras, was the focus of police activity which resulted in a 
reduction in the number of incidents reported. 

Emerging Trends 
There has been a continued focus on the supervision of licensed premises within the 
Airdrie Town Centre area, which has included the use of the “Ferroguard” metal 
detector unit for the carrying of knives and other weapons. This was conducted with 
the full assistance of the premises’ licensees. 

The “Ferroguard” system was also deployed on several days at Airdrie Sheriff Court 
in order to maximise the security of court officials and members of the public 
attending at the court. 



The anti social behaviour of some residents in the area of Parnell St/ Imperial Drive 
continues to be of concern. Police action and those of the partner agencies will focus 
on a more permanent solution to this issue and those responsible. 

Incidents of note I Arrests 
The recent issues involving incidents at Monklands Hospital are being reviewed with 
a designated liaison officer being identified to provide a more direct link and better 
communication to deal with specific concerns. 

Ward 11 - Airdrie South 

Housing and Social Work Services 

C hapelhall 
There has been an increase in reports to Strathclyde Police concerning youth 
disorder particularly in Centre Street. Investigators have been requested to assist in 
gathering evidence of individuals involved by carrying out drive by’s to the area and 
will continue to work with partners to resolve issues. Chris O’Neill has discussed the 
issue with colleagues in Police and local residents groups. Police action plan was 
put in place to tackle the problem 

Calderbank 
This area has been settled this period and there are currently no major ongoing 
issues. 

Craigneuk 
A proactive referral was received from Strathclyde Police advising that an individual 
from the area had appeared at Airdrie Sheriff Court on 5 December 2008 and was 
convicted under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. This case was prepared and sent to 
legal services and decree granted for eviction on 8 September 2009. The 
community’s role in relation to identifying and reporting problems to local office 
recently discussed with reps at Chairs meeting 

Petersburn 
There are no major ongoing issues in this area, however Investigators are continuing 
to carryout drive by’s to the area 

Strathclyde Police 

. Pc’s Shaw, Emans, Hall, Rahman, Beel, Sutherland, McPhee, Burns, Harris, 
Beveridge and 2 Special Constables 

Ongoing Issues 

There were a total of 699 incidents over the period with 173 crimes recorded during 
this period. There have been 105 detections in relation to these crimes (60.7%), the 
majority of which were as a result of proactive policing. 



Incidents within Centre Street, Chapelhall and its surrounding areas have continued 
to receive additional police resources. It should be noted that following a pro-active 
disclosure and joint working between the police, Housing Antisocial Investigators and 
housing services, a resident of Gibb Street, who was the source of high levels of anti 
social behaviour has been evicted. 

Petersburn Park has still been the subject of damage and attendant loss of amenity 
for the children and further measures will be adopted to prevent further incident and 
identify those responsible. 

In relation to parking issues associated with the joint campus in Chapelhall, following 
discussions with the Roads Department, local residents and local businesses, 
several locations were identified for use by parents transporting children to and from 
school. The use of these locations is intended to eliminate the issues of on street 
parking, and associated congestion whilst maximising the safety of all persons, in the 
area surrounding the school. 

To date there are still some parents and staff not yet fully on board with the aims of 
this initiative and the impact of the efforts being made have not realised its full 
potential. However, work will continue to address the current difficulties. 

Incidents of Note I Arrests 
Ongoing concerted efforts by pro active units, communities unit and agency partners 
have resulted in a number of intelligence led operations throughout the ward area 
including Craigneuk, Calderbank and Chapelhall. These operations have targeted 
individuals involved in drug supply in the area and have been very successful, with a 
significant number of persons being reported to the procurator fiscal and a 
considerable amount of drugs and cash being seized. 

Further action will be made with a view to additional assets being recovered under 
the Proceeds of Crime legislation together with legal process under way for 
applications to be made to have those charged to have their tenancies rescinded. 

Since the last meeting, there have also been two further attempts to damage the 
CCTV cameras in Craigneuk. On both these occasions, enquiries made have 
identified the perpetrators and three males have been the subject of a report to the 
procurator fiscal. Work is currently ongoing to maximise the security of both the 
camera’s and their power supply in order to minimise the opportunity for similar 
incidents occurring in the future. 

For the information of the Committee, it should be noted that Constable Brendan 
McMahon’s efforts and abilities have been recognised by the Force whereby he was 
recently promoted to the rank of sergeant at ‘Q’ division. Sergeant McMahon was an 
active member of the South Ward, Communities Policing Team, having served this 
community for over 3 years. A replacement for Sergeant McMahon will shortly be in 
post within the South Ward Communities Policing Team. 


