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Executive Summary 
The purpose of this report is to update the committee on the publication of a new national 
housing strategy for Scotland, Housing to 2040; to provide an overview of the key priorities 
and actions contained in the strategy; and the key considerations for North Lanarkshire in 
relation to the development of the new Local Housing Strategy (2021-2026) and other local 
policy objectives. 
 

Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that the Housing and Regeneration Committee: 
 

(1) Note the publication of the new national housing strategy, Housing to 2040 
(2) Note the priorities, actions and commitments contained within Housing to 2040 
(3) Note that Housing to 2040 will help inform the actions and priorities set out in the 

new Local Housing Strategy (2021-2026) for North Lanarkshire 
(4) Note that further consideration will be given to further aligning the new Local 

Housing Strategy (2021-2026) with Housing to 2040 through a series of 
workshops to be carried out as part of the consultation on the draft Consultative 
Local Housing Strategy (2021-2026) 

(5) Recognise the inter-connectedness of Housing to 2040 to a range of other key 
council and partner plans, policies, and strategies  

 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 
Priority  All priorities 

Ambition statement (1) Ensure a housing mix that supports social inclusion and 
economic growth 

(2) Refocus our town centres and communities to be multi-
functional connected places which maximise social, 
economic, and environmental opportunities 

(3) Ensure our residents are able to achieve, maintain and 
recover their independence through appropriate supports at 
home and in their communities 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/housing-2040-2/


1. Background 
 
1.1 In 2018 the Scottish Government published a discussion paper and supporting 

evidence paper, setting out the context for Housing to 2040 and the challenges, which 
included child poverty, climate change and an ageing population. 
 

1.2 In 2019 further consultation and engagement was carried out and views were sought 
on a draft vision and set of principles and suggestions for how to make them a reality. 
This set out more detail on the drivers of change that will impact on the housing 
system over the next twenty years, including population and health (including an 
ageing population and depopulation in some rural areas), technology, energy and 
climate change. 
 

1.3 In 2021, many of these challenges and drivers of change remain the same, however, 
there are additional considerations now.  These include the UK’s decision to leave the 
EU and responding to and recovering from the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

1.4 Housing to 2040 is the culmination of this broad engagement and consultation with 
the housing sector, wider stakeholders, and the public to produce a vision for what 
Scotland’s homes and communities should look like by the end of 2040.  It is 
Scotland’s first ever national long-term housing strategy and sets out a route map to 
achieve the overarching aim that is:  
 
‘by 2040, everyone will have a safe, high-quality home that is affordable and meets 
their needs in the place they want to be’ 

 
1.5 This new strategy is key in informing the council’s priorities and actions contained 

within the new Local Housing Strategy which will span the next five-year period, 2021-
2026.    
 

1.6 It is also of particular relevance for other inter-connected plans, including the Strategic 
Development Plan, the Economic Regeneration Delivery Plan, the Economic 
Recovery Plan, Homes Fit for the Future (the council’s housing asset management 
plan), the Local Development Plan and the visions for our Town Centres.   
 

 
2. Report 
 
2.1 The Housing to 2040 route map is set out across four parts, which are aligned to the 

main areas of feedback the Scottish Government received during consultation: 
 

Part 1 – More homes at the heart of great places 
Part 2 – Affordability and choice 
Part 3 – Affordable warmth and zero emissions homes 
Part 4 – Improving the quality of all homes 

 
More homes at the heart of great places 
 

2.2  The delivery of more homes at the heart of great places contributes to the Housing to 
2040 vision and principles for a well-functioning housing system and sustainable 
communities.  This part of the route map covers affordable home supply; attracting 
investment, building stronger and more vibrant places; communities at the heart; rural 
and island communities and taxation. 

 



2.3 It sets out a commitment to complete the existing 50,000 affordable homes target 
over 2021/22 and to deliver a further 100,000 affordable homes over the following ten 
years up to 2032, with at least 70% of these homes for social rent, and 50,000 to be 
delivered within the next five year period, by 2026/27.   

 
2.4  Sustaining a strong supply of affordable homes is emphasised as essential to 

achieving the Housing to 2040 vision, as well as contributing to ending homelessness 
and tackling child poverty, not to mention addressing any increased demand for 
affordable housing driven by the effects of Covid-19 and will help with economic and 
social recovery over the longer term. 

 
2.5  As well as the ambition to increase the supply of affordable homes, there is a strong 

focus on taking action to ensure those homes help create strong and vibrant places 
and are high quality and zero emission.  This includes taking specific action to 
support housing development in rural and island areas affected by depopulation to 
support communities to thrive and to be more directive about the quality of places.  
This involves guiding where new development should happen; developing vacant and 
derelict land; repurposing existing properties; locating homes closer to services and 
facilities within 20 minutes neighbourhoods and supporting the delivering of homes in 
town centres. 

 
2.6  Other national policies such as the new National Planning Framework and Scotland’s 

Population Strategy, ‘A Scotland for the Future: opportunities and challenges of 
Scotland’s changing population’ are aligned with this ambition and will support the 
delivery of this. 

 
Affordability and choice 
 

2.7  Improving affordability and choice across tenures contributes to the Housing to 2040 
vision and principles for a well-functioning housing system and homes that meet 
people’s needs.  The strategy outlines a commitment to take steps to ensure 
everyone can realise their right to an adequate home; to end homelessness and 
rough sleeping; to drive improvements in the rented sector and to take action in the 
housing market so it operates fairly and provides affordable housing options in all 
communities. 

 
2.8  Specific actions include the publication of a new Rented Sector Strategy, informed by 

tenants, and bringing forward a new Housing Bill early in the next Parliament to 
strengthen tenants’ rights and improve the housing rights of people experiencing 
domestic abuse. 

 
2.9  Work to develop policies to support Housing to 2040 equality and human rights 

considerations is planned and a specific commitment to make up to £20 million 
available over five years for more and better Gypsy/Traveller accommodation from 
2021/22 is highlighted. 

 
2.10 Actions already set out in the Ending Homelessness Together action plan will be 

delivered, and an audit of current housing and homelessness legislation is also 
planned. 

 
2.11  Action planned in the housing market includes legislating for and implementing the 

short-term lets licencing scheme and tackling the blight of empty homes by bringing 
them into use, and where possible into the social rented sector.  Scaling up the 
opportunities for self-provided housing so people have more choices is also intended. 

 



Affordable warmth and zero emissions 
 

2.12 Delivering affordable warmth and zero emissions homes which enhance biodiversity 
will contribute to the Housing to 2040 vision and principles for high-quality and 
sustainable homes.  The aim is for housing to contribute to tackling climate change by 
2045 by delivering homes that are warm and affordable to heat and reducing the 
emissions caused by housing and housing construction.   

 
2.13 To achieve this the Scottish Government intends to ensure new buildings are fit for 

the future so that they do not need to be retrofitted later and that existing homes are 
retrofitted and adapted to improve energy efficiency and decarbonise heating.  This 
will help put housing at the heart of Scotland’s green recovery and help to drive 
inclusive and sustainable economic growth. 

 
2.14  In addition to the work already set out in the draft Heat in Buildings Strategy, and the 

Heat Networks Bill there is a strong commitment to ensure homes will be on the 
pathway to net zero by 2045.  This involves all new social rented homes to be zero 
emissions by 2026. This will involve fitting zero emissions heating systems ahead of 
the 2024 regulations coming into force, making greater use of offsite construction and 
introducing a new business model for affordable home delivery based on 
collaborative procurement.   

 
Improving the quality of all homes 
 

2.15 Improving the quality of all homes contributes to the Housing to 2040 vision and 
principles for high-quality and sustainable homes and homes that meet people’s 
needs.  The overall aim is for homes to be good quality, whether they are new build or 
existing, meaning everyone can expect the same high standards no matter what kind 
of home or tenure they live in.   

 
2.16 This will entail a change in law so that all homes meet the same quality standards and 

a range of actions so that everyone who can and wants to can live independently in a 
home of their own which meets their needs. 

 
2.17  Actions to help achieve this include the introduction of legislation in the next 

Parliament to implement a new Housing Standard which will cover all homes new and 
existing. This new Housing Standard will be aligned with work to tackle emissions 
from our homes to make the most of resources and opportunities and to minimise 
disruption for householders. 

 
2.18  Digital connectivity will be within the scope of the consultation on the new Housing 

Standard to see it available in all homes, no matter the tenure and work is planned 
with social housing providers to deliver digital connections in new social homes. 

 
2.19  New building standards will be introduced from 2025/26 to underpin a new Scottish 

Accessible Homes Standard to future-proof new homes for lifelong accessibility. This 
alongside work to improve the adaptations system and better integration of the work 
of health and social care and housing services will may a key contribution to 
supporting people to live independently. 

 
The New Local Housing Strategy (2021-2026)  

 
2.20 The draft Consultative Local Housing Strategy (LHS) which will span the next five 

year period, 2021-2026, is currently published for consultation and planned to be 



finalised over the forthcoming months with a view to seeking approval on the final 
strategy later in the year.   

 
2.21 The LHS sets out the vision for housing and housing related services in North 

Lanarkshire and provides a plan for the council and its wider partners to address the 
housing challenges and issues to improve housing and wider outcomes for individuals 
and communities in North Lanarkshire.   

 
2.22 The publication of Housing to 2040 was concurrent with the production of the draft 

Consultative LHS.  Initial consideration has been given to the priorities and actions 
contained in Housing to 2040 and those contained in the draft LHS to ensure 
alignment. It is recognised however, that further scope exists in particular to review 
the Housing to 2040 shorter term actions (over the next five year period) in relation to 
the draft LHS which also spans the next five year period to further ensure the finalised 
LHS supports as fully as it can, the national priorities and objectives.  A series of 
Housing to 2040 workshops are planned as part of the consultation for the draft LHS 
to do this. A full list of the Housing to 2040 actions are included in the Appendix. 

 
2.23 The LHS is makes key connections to several other council and partner strategies 

and plans.  Housing to 2040 therefore has wider implications and considerations for 
other policy areas, including but not limited to, the Strategic Housing Investment Plan; 
the Economic Regeneration Delivery Plan; Homes Fit for the Future (the council’s 
housing asset management plan); the Economic Recovery Plan; The Place The 
Vision; the Local Development Plan. 

 
 

 
3. Public Sector Equality Duty and Fairer Scotland Duty 
 
3.1 It is the responsibility of the Scottish Government to carry out an Equality Impact 

Assessment on Housing to 2040.  An Equality Impact Assessment has been carried 
out on the draft Consultative LHS to identify any potential adverse impact and remove 
or mitigate this impact in addition to potentially strengthening any positive impact 
identified.  A summary of this assessment is published on the council’s website and it 
includes an assessment of impact on the Fairer Scotland Duty.    

   
 

4. Impact 
 
4.1 Financial impact 
  
 Housing to 2040 sets out national resource commitments to achieve the priorities and 

aims set out in the strategy.  This includes, but is not limited to, a total investment 
package of £16 billion in the delivery of affordable homes; an additional total 
investment requirement from public and private sources to decarbonise domestic and 
non-domestic buildings in the region of £33 billion; £325 million in community-led 
regeneration; £50 million in the Derelict and Vacant Land Investment Programme; 
£20 million to develop and improve Gypsy/Traveller accommodation as well as the 
continuation of the Rural and Island Fund.  It is not known at this stage how this will 
impact at a local level. 

   
4.2 HR policy / Legislative impact 
  
 There are no HR policy or legislative impacts. 
 
4.3 Technology / Digital impact 



  
 There are no immediate technology/digital impacts identified.  Any impacts identified 

through further consideration of Housing to 2040 in the workshop process will be 
highlighted to the appropriate service. 

    
4.4 Environmental impact 
 Tackling climate change is a priority set out in Housing to 2040.  Delivering homes 

that are warm and affordable to heat and reducing the emissions caused by housing 
and housing construction will make a significant contribution to being net zero by 
2045. 

  
4.5 Communications impact 
  
 There are no impacts identified in relation to communications.  
 
4.6 Risk impact  
 
 There are no identified risks associated with this report and the recommendations 

contained within it. 
  

 
5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 Completion of Housing to 2040 consultation workshops as part of the LHS 

consultation process. 
 
5.2  Further alignment of the draft LHS (2021 – 2026) and Housing to 2040 priorities and 

actions to produce a final LHS that supports the national policy objectives. 
 
5.3 Enhanced understanding of Housing to 2040 on the wider range of inter-connected 

council and partner policy areas. 
 

 
6. Supporting documents 
 
6.1 Appendix – Housing to 2040 Actions. 
 
 
 
 

 
Stephen Llewellyn 
Head of Housing Solutions 
 
  



Appendix – Housing to 2040 Actions 
 
Housing to 2040: Priorities, strategic actions and supporting policies 
Priority Strategic action Supporting policies 
More homes in great 
places 

Continue to invest in the supply 
of affordable homes 

 Complete our 50,000 affordable homes target over 2021/22 
 Look longer term and set an ambition to deliver an additional 100,000 

affordable homes by 2032, with at least 70% of these to be for social rent 
 Deliver 50,000 affordable homes by 2027, with a further 50,000 by 2032 

including accelerating funding towards bringing existing homes into the 
programme, as well as building new 

 Continue to take action to ensure those homes help create strong and 
vibrant places and are high quality and zero emission 

 Review future grant subsidy benchmark levels, maintaining a focus on rent 
affordability 

 Improve the quality of homes delivered through the programme, with 
provision for outdoor space and space for home work and learning 

 Deliver digital connectivity in new social homes 
Develop approaches and test 
new models to attract and 
accelerate private investment in 
housing programmes and 
projects and in the transition to 
decarbonised heat 

 Develop opportunities for private capital investment in housing as part of 
the implementation of the Global Capital Investment Plan 

 Build a set of commercial propositions for investment in green energy and 
related construction materials and products to be considered for inclusion 
in the Green Investment Portfolio 

 Establish a Green Heat Finance Task Force to explore potential new and 
innovative financing mechanisms to support heat decarbonisation 

 Work with the Scottish National Investment Bank and the housing sector to 
build a pipeline of investable propositions in housing and place-making 
including affordable housing, housing infrastructure, investment in town 
centres and modernising construction 

 Continue to support the building of homes for private rent, with a focus on 
maximising delivery of these homes at the affordable end of market rents 

Support the delivery of homes in 
town centres and at the heart of 
communities by developing 
vacant and derelict land, 
repurposing existing properties 

 Invest £325 million over five years in community-led regeneration, 
community wealth building and town centre revitalisation 

 Put more focus on place in our housing programmes, using the Place 
Principle and a Place Investment Framework 



and locating homes closer to 
services and facilities within 20 
minute neighbourhoods 

 Deliver a rolling programme of demonstrator locations to help illustrate 
what future Town Centre Living and 20-minute neighbourhoods can look 
like 

 Provide support for local authorities to use the new £50 million Vacant and 
Derelict Land Investment Programme 

Support more community 
involvement in place-making 

 Explore how we can support more community-led housing in urban areas 
 Launch a new tool, a Design Version of the Place Standard, to help 

communities get involved in designing their places 
 Embed community wealth building in the approach and practices of social 

housing providers across Scotland by 2025 
 Continue to support housing cooperatives 
 Establish a Knowledge Exchange Network to support more people to get 

involved in planning and design for housing by providing a platform for 
communities to share their experiences and access professional expertise 

 Support the introduction of local place plans for communities to express 
their aspirations for the future of their places 

Shift the planning system to be 
more directive about the quality 
of places, including where new 
development should happen 
and how those developments 
can deliver more for new and 
existing communities, including 
for 20 minute neighbourhoods 

 Implement new planning policies to discourage development in 
unsustainable locations and actively encourage new homes where they 
are close to local services, supported by sustainable transport 
connections, and designed with green infrastructure, health, and wellbeing 
in mind 

 Discourage greenfield development and instead promote reuse of vacant 
and derelict land 

 Adopt an infrastructure-first approach to neighbourhood planning to 
improve access to services and reduce overall car mileage 

 Support the development of quality homes that meet people’s needs 
 Tackle the question of housing land requirements up front, so that 

planning can focus more on quality and delivery 
 Roll out masterplan consent areas to identify places where quality homes 

can be built without the need for planning permission, provided they meet 
low carbon design and place making requirements 

Support housing development in 
rural and island communities, 
helping to stem rural 

 Continue to deliver affordable homes in rural and island communities 
through the Affordable Housing Supply Programme and the continuation of 
the Rural and Islands Housing Fund beyond March 2021, backed by up to 
£30 million of investment 



depopulation and supporting 
communities to thrive 

 Complete work to regulate short-term lets so that local authorities can 
balance the needs of residents and communities with wider tourism and 
economic interests 

 Give local authorities the powers to manage the numbers of second 
homes where these are a problem 

 Extend the use of modern methods of construction to overcome some of 
the delivery challenges in rural areas 

 Increase opportunities for self-provided housing 
 Implement new Permitted Development Rights for the conversion of 

agricultural buildings to residential and commercial uses 
 Work with Community Land Scotland and others to bring forward more 

land for housing in rural areas 
 Identify how our planning policies can help to sustain and grow crofting 

communities 
 Consider how the concept of 20-minute neighbourhoods in rural and island 

communities could apply in ways that make sense for these areas 
 Improve the condition and quality of existing properties, including 

agricultural tenancies, and tied accommodation, through a new Housing 
Standard 

 Ensure that our approach is founded on a place-based approach and 
reflects a sound understanding of the aspirations of rural communities 

In the next Parliament, we will 
review the role of taxation in 
supporting our Housing to 2040 
Vision for both new and existing 
homes and our communities 

 Conduct review 
 

Affordability and choice Realise the right to an adequate 
home in Scotland and deliver 
equality in the housing system 

 Beginning in 2021, undertake a comprehensive audit of our current 
housing and homelessness legislation to understand how best to realise 
the right to an adequate home 

 Develop a shared understanding of affordability which is fit for the future 
 Ensure that equality and human rights are embedded in the further 

development of all policies to deliver Housing to 2040 now and in the 
future 

 Take action to address the housing challenges faced by minority ethnic 
communities 



 Make up to £20 million available over five years for more and better 
Gypsy/Traveller accommodation 

Prevent and end homelessness 
and eradicate rough sleeping 

 Continue to implement the Ending Homelessness Together Action Plan 
and develop our work further up to 2040 

 Roll out nationally a programme to facilitate access to the private rented 
sector for homeless households 

 Commission research into housing insecurity and hidden homelessness 
 Implement the recommendations in ‘Improving housing outcomes for 

women and children experiencing domestic abuse’ 
 Develop homelessness prevention legislation to ensure public bodies 

across Scotland have responsibilities for preventing homelessness 
 Ensure the next National Performance Framework review includes explicit 

consideration of homelessness 
 Secure better integrated responses from homelessness and substance 

use services 
 Establish a national learning network to ensure a more joined up approach 

to homelessness 
 Continue to press the UK Government to remove the barriers it has put in 

place to supporting people with no recourse to public funds or give us the 
power to act 

Improve accessibility, 
affordability and standards 
across the rented sector 

 Publish a new Rented Sector Strategy for consultation in 2022, setting out 
proposals to address availability, affordability, and standards in the private 
and social rented sectors 

 Put tenant participation at the heart of the Strategy’s development, 
creating a National Network of social rented tenants and a Tenant 
Participation Panel for the private rented sector 

 Bring forward a new Housing Bill early in the next Parliament to take 
forward aspects of the new Rented Sector Strategy and strengthen the 
rights of tenants with greater protections from unreasonable rent increases 
and unfair evictions and improve the rights of people experiencing 
domestic abuse 

 Reform existing Rent Pressure Zone legislation to create a valuable and 
flexible tool to ensure local authorities combat unreasonably high rents in 
localised areas 



 Put in place mechanisms to collect robust data on the Scottish private 
rented sector, helping us to identify areas suffering from unreasonable 
rents. By the end of this year, we will have undertaken an analysis of what 
is required and will set out our intentions 

 Work with banks and other stakeholders to develop innovative financial 
products to help renting to become an affordable and viable long-term 
option for those who want it 

Take action to ensure the 
housing market operates more 
fairly across Scotland, providing 
affordable housing options and 
choices in all communities 

 Complete work on the regulation of short-term lets, with legislation on the 
licensing scheme laid in June 2021, accompanied by draft guidance 

 Give local authorities the powers to manage the numbers of second 
homes where these are a problem 

 Work with local authorities to audit empty homes and determine those that 
should be brought back into use 

 Give councils the powers they need to regulate and charge owners 
appropriately for homes lying empty and ensure they have the 
mechanisms to bring them back into productive use 

 Create a support package for homeowners in trouble to help them stay in 
their home if that is right for them and to prevent homes falling into 
disrepair or becoming empty in the first place 

 Establish a new fund for local authorities to apply to in order to bring empty 
homes and potential empty homes back into residential use and convert 
suitable empty commercial properties in town centres 

 Phase out the Help to Buy scheme and shift our focus to helping people to 
renovate, adapt or improve the energy efficiency of their homes 

 Shift the focus of support for home ownership to those who are either 
purchasing high standard new build homes or purchasing an existing 
home with the intention to renovate or adapt it or improve its energy 
efficiency 

 Work with the development and construction industries to explore ways in 
which future sales volumes can be less volatile and the risks associated 
with housing development reduced so that prices become more affordable 
to those on moderate incomes 

 Scale up opportunities for self-provided homes 
Affordable warmth and 
zero emissions homes 

Align the work set out in 
Housing to 2040 with the draft 

 Fit zero emissions heating systems in all new build social homes ahead of 
the 2024 regulations coming into force 



Heat in Buildings Strategy so 
both work together to deliver our 
statutory targets for climate 
change and fuel poverty, and 
the milestones in between, in a 
fair and just way 

 Make greater use of offsite construction in the social rented sector 
 Test approaches to offsite construction and Community Carbon initiatives 

through the Edinburgh Home Demonstrator Project 

Aim for all new homes delivered 
by Registered Social Landlords 
and local authorities to be zero 
emissions by 2026 
Adapt and retrofit existing 
homes to improve their energy 
efficiency and decarbonise their 
heating systems 

 Invest in energy efficiency and heat decarbonisation of buildings, with 
almost £1.6 billion investment committed over the next five years 

 Regulate to set minimum energy efficiency standards between 2023 and 
2025 

 Establish a Zero Emissions Social Housing Task Force to advise on 
requirements in social housing to meet zero emissions for existing homes 
and inform, longer-term, what is required for existing homes in the private 
rented sector and owner-occupied sectors 

 Assess the feasibility of council-led taskforces to undertake retrofit and 
other green construction projects 

 Implement a public engagement strategy for heat in buildings 
 Support a ramping up of investment in heat decarbonisation from 2025 

onwards 
Modernise housing construction, 
particularly through offsite 
construction 

 Publish a new strategy for zero emissions new build affordable homes, 
based on offsite construction, and take into account new techniques and 
technologies, supply chain resilience and associated training and skills 
needs 

 Introduce a new business model for the delivery of affordable homes 
where Registered Social Landlords and councils, designers, regulators 
and builders work closely together from day one, there is greater 
standardisation of components (without compromising on design quality) 
and costs are assessed across the whole lifetime of the project 

 Work with councils and housing associations to develop a more visible 
pipeline of future offsite development 



 Develop a housing sectoral plan by 2022 to prioritise the delivery of green 
housing investments 

 Work with the Construction Scotland Innovation Centre, Scottish Futures 
Trust and others to establish a housing innovation programme to reshape 
demand towards design for manufacture and assembly 

Build the strong local supply 
chains needed to decarbonise 
Scotland’s homes and 
contribute to green recovery 

 Start a supply chain development action plan in 2021, specifically focused 
on the development of energy efficiency and zero emissions heat in 
building supply chains 

Grow the skills needed to deliver 
energy efficiency and zero 
emissions heating systems and 
support an increase in the use 
of offsite construction 

 Work with Skills Development Scotland and others to develop flexible 
learning offers to support new skills for offsite construction 

 Create an offsite construction training route as part of the online National 
Construction Skills Academy 

 Work with enterprise agencies and the Construction Scotland Innovation 
Centre to promote house building and wider construction as an attractive 
and ethical career prospect in schools and through wider marketing 

 Take forward our work on Scottish skill requirements for energy efficiency, 
low and zero emissions systems, microgeneration and heat networks 
following consultation and incorporate into retrofit industry standards 

 Integrate Fair Work First into our zero emissions new build affordable 
homes strategy to drive green, good and fair jobs across the housing 
labour market and apply these criteria to grants, other funding and 
contracts awarded by and across the affordable housing sector 

Improving the quality of 
all homes 

Set tenure-neutral standards so 
that everyone can live with 
dignity and in comfort, no matter 
what tenure they live in 

 Introduce legislation for a new Housing Standard in 2024/25, for phased 
introduction from 2025 to 2030, aiming to cover all homes new and 
existing, with no margins of tolerance, no exemptions and no “acceptable 
levels” of sub-standard homes 

 Take action to support proactive approaches to repair and maintenance to 
help owners avoid high-cost interventions later 

 Develop a new Help to Improve approach to support homeowners and 
landlords pay for improvement work. This will operate alongside existing 
and planned support for energy efficiency and zero emissions heating 
systems, allowing us to take a whole-house approach where possible 

 Introduce an enforcement framework to support the new Standard, which 
could come into force in phases between 2025 and 2030, recognising that 



different types of homes in different places may need more or less time to 
achieve compliance 

 Work with UK Government to deliver a New Homes Ombudsman which 
extends to Scotland but respects devolution 

Bring digital connectivity to 
homes, tackling the digital divide 

 Phase in the requirement from 2021/22 that all new build social rented 
homes delivered through the Affordable Housing Supply Programme are 
digitally enabled 

 Work with social housing providers through the new Rented Sector 
Strategy and consider digital connectivity in the review of the Social 
Rented Housing Charter in 2021 

 Include digital connectivity in the scope of our consultation on the new 
Housing Standard to see how it can be made available in all homes, no 
matter what tenure 

Ensure that everyone who 
wants to is enabled to live 
independently in a home of their 
own 

 Review Housing for Varying Needs 
 Introduce a new focus on increasing the supply of accessible and adapted 

homes and improving choice, particularly for younger disabled people 
 Use NPF4 to help make more accessible homes available by helping to 

deliver tenure-neutral wheelchair housing targets, supporting sites for self-
provided housing, and delivering homes in accessible locations 

 Introduce new building standards from 2025/26 to underpin a Scottish 
Accessible Homes Standard which all new homes must achieve 

 Establish an inclusive programme of retrofitting social homes 
 Streamline and accelerate the adaptations system 
 Address the practical barriers faced by older and disabled home movers 

who wish to move to a home that better meets their needs 
 Take action to better integrate the work of housing and health and social 

care services and deliver a person-centred approach, including the 
implementation of a joint accountability and outcomes framework 

 Improve the ways that housing and health services support people 
experiencing addiction, helping them to find settled homes and access 
flexible support for their other needs 

 


