
AGENDA ITEM No ..... !.z- 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

39 

t 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

Date: I 1  th November, 1996 Ref:GB/AMK 

REPORT 

Subject: Animal Health Act, 1981 
Proposed changes to 
existing agreement with 
South Lanarkshire, City of 
Glasgow and East 
Dumbartonshire Councils. 

PROPOSED DECISION 

To agree to withdraw from the current sharing arrangement for the post of Animal Health 
Inspector and employ a full time Animal Health Inspector with effect from 1st April, 1997. 

FINANCIAL RESOURCES 

The cost of the proposal is an additional E 14,000 to the Council and this sum has been included 
in the estimates for 1997198. 

BACKGROUND 

Prior to April 1996 the statutory duties under the Animal Health Act, 1981 and all its subordinate 
legislation were administered by Strathclyde Regional Council. This service was delegated to 
the Chief Constable of Strathclyde Police and although there was an establishment for eight 
animal health inspectors only four posts were filled at the date of reorganisation. 

The duty now falls to each of the new councils and at meetings prior to April 1996 with the police 
to discuss the disagreggation of the service it was admitted that four officers for the entire 
Strathclyde area was insufficient. Agreement was reached with the disagreggated authorities in 
the Strathclyde area to share the existing four inspectors on a geographical basis with the effect 
that North and South Lanarkshire Councils, the City of Glasgow Council and East Dunbartonshire 
Council share one animal health inspector who for employment purposes is paid by South 
Lanarkshire Council as a lead authority with each of the other authorities paying their share of 
the costs. It was agreed to review this arrangement after the first year of operation. 

REPORT 

1. The duties of animal inspectors are various including farm visits to ensure the welfare of 
animals on farms and at markets, the welfare of animals in transport, import of 
animals, movement orders for animal and associated record keeping. Inspectors also 
have responsibility with regard to the importation of domestic animals and the risk of 
rabies as well as duties in connection with Anthrax and Foot and Mouth Disease. 

2. It will be seen from the above that the duties required to be undertaken by animal health 
inspectors are considerable and very important particularly at the present time with regard 
to the current B.S.E. situation. Having had the opportunity to examine the present 
sharing arrangement discussed above it is the Department's opinion that the work is not 
being discharged to the standard required by the legislation on the basis that one person 
is insufficient to cover the extensive area within the boundaries of the four sharing 
authorities. 
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3. It is therefore proposed that the Council withdraw from the current agreement with effect 
from 31st March, 1996 and employ its own animal health inspector to fully discharge its 
obligations under the Animal Health Act, 1987 and all its subordinate legislation. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Council withdraw from the current sharing arrangement and employ 
an animal health inspector full time with effect from 1st April, 1997. 
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