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Introduction
The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 provides a framework for local scrutiny arrangements between 
Police Scotland, the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and the Local Authority. This report provides members of 
the North Lanarkshire Community Safety Partnership Forum with an update in respect of policing in North 
Lanarkshire and affords members an opportunity to consider how effectively police are working alongside 
partners to collectively improve local communities.  

Matters considered in this report include statistical information from Police Scotland regarding the council area to 
assess effectiveness of the local police plan in terms of the priorities, performance and community engagement.  
It also includes some qualitative data to give an oversight of activities which are taking place across the authority 
area.

The presentation of the report reflects the priorities outlined in the Local Police Plan 2020 – 2023, which is 
summarised on the following page.

The quarter we are reporting on, 01/04/2021 – 30/06/2021, coincided with the further easing of restrictions across 
Scotland, and this is reflected in some of the emerging trends we identify and comment on. As a Division, we 
continue to work with partners, to address the issues highlighted by our communities as being a priority, whilst still 
recognising the ongoing public health impact of the pandemic.
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There have been no murders since April 2021. This is a
reduction of 100% compared to the previous year (4 fewer
crimes).

Crimes of violence and disorder are significantly down whilst
detection rates have improved. Serious assaults decreased by
12.3% whilst the detection rate is over three quarters at 76.6%.

Common assaults increased by 2.5%, the detection rate
decreased by 10.6% to 67.5%. Analytical work has shown this is
a result of increased reporting of non recent crimes which
reduces the investigative opportunities. This, in part, is reflective
in the removal of restrictions, with their being an increase in
assaults committed in open spaces and connected to
licenced premises. 14.9% of common assaults (138 offences)
relate to assaults against emergency workers (predominantly
police officers).

Robberies and assaults with intent to rob dropped by 21.4%
this period and 81.8% were detected. This is an increase of
17.5%. All robbery reports are reviewed and scrutinised so
any emerging trends can be quickly identified and tasked
accordingly.

No murders since 
April 2021 (4 fewer)

2.0% reduction in 
crimes of violence

Serious Assaults 
decreased by 12.3% (9 

fewer)

Robbery & Assault with 
Intent to Rob 

decreased by 21.4% 
(6 fewer)
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Crimes of serious violence have decreased by 2.0% (3 fewer
crimes). Lanarkshire Division Analysts and Officers routinely
review data and intelligence around violent crime
identifying hot spots areas and repeat offenders. This allows
focused, intelligence-led, pro-active patrols enabling
officers to tackle any issues.



63.9% of hate 
crimes were 

detected
(down 12.9%)

Lanarkshire Division takes hate crime very seriously and we will
do everything we can to bring those responsible to justice.
Detection rates for hate crimes have seen a decrease of
(12.9%), albeit 63.9% of hate crimes have been detected.
Analytical work has shown employees in take away food
premises were often the subject of hate crime. Lanarkshire
Division Safer Communities officers made considerable efforts
in contacting premises and employees impacted, offering
advice and support on personal safety and shop security.

In some cases victims and witnesses of hate crime do not feel
comfortable reporting the matter directly to police, and may
be more comfortable reporting it to someone they are
familiar with. To ensure anyone is able to report hate crimes,
Lanarkshire Division continues to work with a variety of
partners who perform the role of third party reporting centres.
These partners have been trained to assist people in
submitting a report to the police on their behalf. Partners
include Housing Association, Victim Support offices, leisure
centres, libraries and Voluntary Groups.
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Lanarkshire Division, in response to recent anti-social behaviour and disorder in Craigneuk have created a local working
group with partner agencies, including Scottish Fire and Rescue and North Lanarkshire Council’s Housing and
Environmental Health Teams, to tackle the issues being experienced by tenants and residents in the community.
Preventative and enforcement tactics are being used providing reassurance to the community that the Council and
partners have a zero tolerance approach towards those engaging in anti-social behaviour.

A number of “Days of Action” have been conducted with significant results and disruption caused to persons engaging in
criminal and antisocial activity in the area. Officers have taken actions at households where anti-social behaviour has
been prevalent. A number of eviction and abandonment notices have been issued, numerous search warrants executed,
persons arrested and a variety of waste uplifted.

The Police and partners will continue to work together to identify the people and places causing the most concern and will
focus on this in the coming months.



Sexual crimes
detection rates rose
by 12.7% to 61.1%

14 more crimes of rape have been reported compared to the same period
last year. The detection rate for rape has decreased by 13.5%. The increase in
rapes are recent crimes and not historical crimes. Analytical work has shown
no patterns or trends other than the easing of restrictions. A number of the
investigations are still in their infancy with a positive line of enquiry, as a result
the detection rates will improve as we move through the year.
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In April 2021, Lanarkshire Domestic Rape Enquiry Team carried out planned
days of action where high priority cases were reviewed to mitigate the risk
presented by individuals involved. The team detected a total of 74 crimes.
13 offenders have been brought to justice and 2 have been remanded in
custody. Relevant bail conditions have been attached to safeguard
vulnerable victims, reassure the wider community and increase public
confidence.

The number of domestic abuse incidents reported to police reduced by 5%
(67 fewer). The total number of crimes and offences in domestic abuse
incidents has increased by 6.5%. (41 more). The detection rate for crimes
and offences in domestic abuse incidents decreased by 24.7% (58.9% of all
crimes and offences were detected.)

The number of sexual crimes reported increased by 1 crime compared to last
year with the detection rate increasing significantly by 12.7% to 61.6%.
Analytical work shows 33.9% (74 crimes) refer to online communications and
the sharing of intimate images. During the pandemic there has been an
increase in such reports. These offences can have a detrimental impact on
the mental health of individuals involved. As part of our Cyber strategy
Lanarkshire Division continues to build capacity and capability in relation to
dealing with these crimes and to keep people safe in virtual space.

Crimes and offences
in domestic abuse 

incidents increased 
by 6.5% (41 more 

crimes) 



Lanarkshire Road Policing Officers continue to focus upon driver
behaviour, seeking to improve it through education and
enforcement. During the reporting period the focus has been on
motorcycle safety with weekend campaigns running throughout
April to June. Officers focused on motorcycle routes throughout
Lanarkshire engaging with motorcyclists encouraging safe and
responsible riding while carrying out enforcement where necessary.
Static road checks were undertaken on priority routes for the killed
and seriously injured. Road Policing Officers and community police
officers have carried out various days of action accompanied by
partners, DVSA and Trading standards where numerous vehicles
were seized due to drivers having committed document offences

There were 3 fatal road accidents within this period. The number of
people who were seriously injured as a result of a road traffic
collision decreased by 30.8%. There was 1 child killed in this period
and there was 1 less child seriously injured compared to last year.
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• 38.7% decrease in detections for speeding (149 fewer)
• 8.8% decrease in mobile phone offences (3 fewer)
• 33.3% increase in seat belt offences (8 more)
• 18.2% decrease in dangerous driving (14 fewer)
• 36.8% decrease in insurance offences (157 fewer)
• 14.6% decrease in driving licence offences (29 fewer)

Early analysis shows that driver behaviour has changed throughout
the pandemic with more persons opting for personal vehicle use
and moving away from public transport. There has been
considerable fluctuations in road traffic volume depending on
Covid restrictions, this is reflective in current figures and as such the
3 year mean should be taken into consideration.



Theft By 
Housebreaking has 

decreased (40 fewer 
crimes)

Theft by housebreaking crimes have decreased by 22.0% during
this period. Tackling housebreaking is a priority for the division, and
this is reflective of efforts in this regard whilst the detection rate has
dropped efforts are ongoing to address this. Lanarkshire
Community Safety continues to engage with the community and
raise awareness of any trends on social media.

Theft By Shoplifting 
decreased by 9.1% 
and detection rates 

have decreased 
by 25.5% 

throughout the 
period. 

In June 2021, following a protracted enquiry, Airdrie officers in
partnership with SKY digital forensic officers and NLC Trading
Standards protracted executed a warrant in relation to offences
under the Copyright and Patents Act in the Airdrie area. SKY
estimated the loss at £1,467,500 with the potential revenue of
£125,000 fraudulently received by accused. A 39 year old male
and 50 year old female were arrested for numerous offences and
money seized. This operation is the first time that SKY have worked
with in collaboration with Police Scotland and NLC Trading
standards.
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In April 2021, Cumbernauld officers investigated a vulnerable
person who had been targeted by two local persons. The
vulnerable female had her bank card stolen, cash withdrawn
along with other property stolen over a 5 month period. The
accused were identified, warrants executed and property of the
complainer seized within the arrested persons home addresses. A
40 year old male and 44 year old female were subsequently
arrested. The vulnerable female was provided with support by
partners and moved to a new address.



A total of £405,045 
worth of cash and 
£47,000 criminal 

assets have been 
seized under the 

Proceeds of Crime 
Act (POCA)

In April 2021, Cumbernauld community officers executed a
drugs warrant in the Condorrat area and recovered a
cultivation and a quantity of herbal cannabis. A 38 year old
male was arrested for being concerned in the supply and
production of controlled drugs.

In June 2021, Wishaw officers executed a drugs warrant in
the Coltness area and recovered a quantity of Etizolam,
diazepam, cocaine and mixing agent. A 40 year old was
arrested for being concerned in the supply of controlled
drugs and a quantity of cash seized under the Proceeds of
Crime Act.
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In May 2021, Airdrie officers executed a drugs warrant in the
Muirhead area and recovered a cultivation containing 1,500
cannabis plants valued at £670,000. Two Albanian males were
arrested for being concerned in the production of controlled
drugs and Immigration Offences.

In May 2021, Cumbernauld Community officers executed a
drugs warrant in the Kilsyth area and recovered heroin
valued at £27,000 and a quantity of herbal cannabis. A 32
year old male was arrested for being concerned in the
supply of controlled drugs.

Drugs with a street 
value of over 

£2 million has been 
taken off the streets 

of Lanarkshire

In April 2021, Airdrie officers executed a drugs warrant as
part of a pre planned operation and recovered a quantity
of cannabis oil and BHO with an estimated value of £13,000.



Public Confidence & Local Engagement

Lanarkshire Division in partnership with NLC have funded bike
marking kit and have now held a number of Bike Register events.
Each of Community Board Areas have been covered in an effort to
reduce cycle thefts, identify stolen bikes and assist in recovery.

Operation MOTOX – Following joint funding from NLC, Police Scotland
invested in a further two officers to support the ongoing need to tackle
the anti social behaviour caused by Off Road Motorcycles. Officers
from Wishaw and Shotts carried out enquiries to trace individuals
responsible for the illegal off road use of motorcycles and quad
bikes. A number of vehicles have been seized and road traffic charges
preferred. The officers have been used to positively impact and
influence a number of youths who have been forming part of disorderly
groups and causing and causing anti social behaviour.

Lanarkshire Division Safer Communities are working in partnership with
the SPFL and Motherwell FC in an innovative 16 week programme.
The “OFF THE BENCH” project is an alternative to prosecution for
participants aged 18-24 who engage in any form of anti-social
behaviour or minor offending in or around football stadiums. The 16
week programme consists of a mix of educational inputs from external
partners, including ourselves, as well as physical activities run by the
respective clubs. Although the programme is set out for football
related offending, it is not solely for this purpose. All participants who
are referred to the programme must complete the 16 week diversion
programme to be fully certificated as an alternative to prosecution.
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Public Confidence
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Public Confidence Apr 2020 -
June 2020

Apr 2021 –
June 2021

Number of Complaints about the Police 83 91

Ratio (Complaints : 10000 Incidents) 30.1 34.4

Total Allegations Recorded 148 197

• On Duty 100 141

• Off Duty 0 0

• Quality of Service 48 56



Looking Ahead
As we continue to emerge from a sustained period of restrictions, our focus remains upon listening to, and
working with our communities and partners, to address the issues of most concern. Police demand continues to
change, as events, licensed premises, the criminal justice system and education establishments all return to
normal.

We will continue to encourage our communities to enjoy the great spaces across Lanarkshire and will take action
to discourage those intent on using the spaces in anti-social or disruptive fashions, which impact adversely on
everyone. In seeking to achieve this we will naturally be drawing on the assets of local and national resources
with the deployment of officers on bicycle, motorcycle and horses to increase our reach and engagement as
much as possible.

We will also continue our focus upon prevention, seeking to educate our communities on how best to avoid
becoming victims of crimes which can be incredibly convincing and compelling i.e. online fraud, whilst ensuring
our School Community Officers and all other divisional officers seek to improve our community awareness of both
cyber-dependant and more conventional crimes to prevent occurrence in the first place.

There is an incredible amount of activity that takes place daily, both internally and across the partnership. Based
on strong positive feedback, we will continue to put in place virtual surgeries for our elected members to
encourage constructive conversations and collective progress.

By being accessible to communities and elected members, and by working in partnership with others, we remain
committed to driving forward positive outcomes for communities.

Looking ahead, we look forward to playing our part in the policing of the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of
the Parties (COP26), due to be hosted in Glasgow from 31st October – 12th November 2021.
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Serious Violent Crime and Public Protection 

  
April 

2021– 
Jun 2021 

April 
2020– 

Jun 
2020 

Victims % 
Change 

3 year 
mean 

3 year 
mean % 

Total No Group1: Crimes of Violence  145 148 3 
fewer -2.0% 143.7 +0.9% 

Murder 0 4 4 
fewer -100% 2.0 -100% 

Attempted Murder  4 3 1 
more +33.3% 3.7 +9.1% 

Serious Assault detection rate  76.6% 94.5%  -18.0% 80.2% -3.6% 

Serious Assault  64 73 9 
fewer -12.3% 77.3 -17.2% 

Robbery detection rate  81.8% 64.3%  +17.5% 77.1% +4.7% 

Robbery 22 28 6 
fewer -21.4% 23.3 -5.7% 

Common assault detection rate 67.5% 78.0%  -10.6% 71.9% -4.5% 

Common assault 925 902 23 
more +2.5% 973.3 -5.0% 

Number of Domestic Abuse Incidents Reported to the Police 1272 1339 67 
fewer -5.0% 1228.

7 +3.5% 

Total Crimes and offences in domestic abuse incidents  667 626  +6.5% 612.3 +8.9% 
Total crimes and offences in domestic abuse incidents 
detection rate  58.9% 78.0%  -24.4% 68.3% -13.7% 

Number of Sexual Crimes 216 215 1 
more +0.5% 196.7 +9.8% 

Sexual Crimes detection rate  61.1% 48.4%  +12.7% 65.9% -4.8% 

Number of rapes 39 25 14 
more +36.0% 29.7 +31.5% 

Rape detection rate  38.5% 52.0%  -13.5% 43.8% -5.4% 

Number of statutory stop and searches conducted  1679      

Number of positive statutory stop and searches 393      

Anti-social Behaviour and Hate Crime 

Number of complaints regarding disorder 4473 6454 1,981 
fewer -30.7%    

Hate Crime and offences detection rate 63.9% 76.8%  -12.9% 70.3% -6.4% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief detection rate  24.8% 29.4%  -4.5% 26.8% -1.9% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief 761 695 66 
more +9.5% 822.3 -7.5% 

Number of detections for Consuming Alcohol in a designated 
place (where appropriate byelaws exist) 324 290  +11.7% 249.3 +29.9% 

Acquisitive Crime  
Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) detection rate  10.6% 23.6%  -13.1% 24.0% -13.4% 

Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 142 182 40 
fewer -22.0% 211.0 -32.7% 

Theft by shoplifting detection rate  62.7% 88.2%  -25.5% 65.9% -3.3% 
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Theft by shoplifting  308 339 31 
fewer -9.1% 466.7 -34.0% 

Road Safety 

People Killed 3 0 3 
more +300%   

People Seriously injured 9 13 4 
fewer -30.8%   

People Slightly Injured  41 34 7 
more +20.6%   

Children (aged<16) Killed 1 1 same 0.0%   

Children (aged<16) Seriously Injured 0 1 1 
fewer -100%   

Dangerous driving  63 77  -18.2% 62.0 +1.6% 

Speeding   236 385  -38.7% 313.0 -24.6% 

Disqualified driving  19 38  -50.0% 21.3 -39.4% 

Driving Licence 111 130  -14.6% 110.3 +0.6% 

Insurance  270 427  -36.8% 303.3 -11.0% 

Seat Belts 32 24  +33.3% 34.3 -6.8% 

Mobile Phone 31 34  -8.8% 30.3 +2.2% 
 
Number of detections for drugs supply, drugs productions, 
drugs cultivation 79.1% 93.2%  -14.4% 89.1% -10.0% 

Public Confidence 
April 2021 – June 2021 

  

  

Number of Complaints about 
the Police 

Number of Complaints per 10,000 
Police Incidents 

Complaints received about the Police 91 34.4 

  

  

On Duty 
Allegations 

Off Duty 
Allegations 

Quality of 
Service 

Allegation 

Total Number of  
Allegations 

Total Allegations Recorded 141 0 56  197 

 

 


