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1. Background 

The importance of play has been recognised nationally with the vision from the Play 
Strategy for Scotland stating that ‘We want Scotland to be the best place to grow up. 
A nation which values play as a life-enhancing daily experience for all our children 
and young people.   
 
There has been significant investment in a range of play and recreation facilities 
across our localities, including equipped play areas, multi use games areas (MUGAs) 
and wheeled sports areas.  In financial year 20/21 over £500,000 was invested from 
a number of sources including the Local Development Programme, financial 
contributions from private housing developers in lieu of onsite play provision plus 
funding from the Campsies Board.  Play areas ranged in budget from £30,000 to 
£150,000. 
 

 
 

 Executive Summary 
 
This report provides the Forum with an overview of how the provision of play and 
recreation facilities in local communities supports community safety.   The report seeks to 
highlight the positive impact of this investment in local communities and the range of 
issues which this provision has impacted.  
  

Recommendations 
 
The Community Safety Partnership Forum is recommended to:- 
 
(1) note the content of the report. 
 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 
 
Priority  Improve the health and wellbeing of our communities 

Ambition statement (17) Ensure we keep our environment clean, safe, and attractive 



 
2. Report 
 

2.1  Importance of Play  

Play is one of the most powerful and important elements in children's enjoyment of 
their childhood, well-being, health and development. Children’s lives are enriched 
through play and the value of play and the need to ensure children have places and 
opportunities for play has been broadly recognised in national policy. The vital 
importance of play in children's lives has also been recognised internationally when it 
was enshrined as a fundamental right for all children in the United Nations 
Convention of the Rights of the Child. Article 31 states that: State parties recognise 
the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities 
 
UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill 
On 1 September 2020, a Bill was introduced to the Scottish Parliament that will 
incorporate the UNCRC into the law of Scotland. 
 
Further funding from the Scottish Government will be utilised to support council 
investment in play facilities over the next 5 years 

 
2.2 Community consultation is the foundation on which any play facility projects are 

developed. Proposals are based on encouraging and ensuring community 
empowernment and participation, increased partnership working and development of 
inter-generational co-operation throughout the community. Local people, particularly 
young people, determine the type of facility they would like to see. 

 
The process of involving the community helps develop stronger and more cohesive 
communities, builds capacity for community activism and  also endgenders a greater 
sense of community ownership and pride in a new facility.   

 
2.3 Play and Community Safety 
 

The creation of a new play or recreation facility is a sign of regeneration in an area 
which has generally come about as a result of community participation and 
empowerment.  
 
It shows a community that values children and young people and the benefits of play.  
Improving recreational opportunities will make life more pleasant for community 
residents by reducing stress and encouraging interaction ultimately leading to a 
better quality of community life.  
 
Play facilities make a vast difference to the lives of local young people by providing 
safe, modern play and recreational opportunities that will improve physical and 
mental wellbeing.   
 
It gives children and young people the opportunity to engage in positive recreational 
activity helping promote a positive image of young people in the wider community 
while reducing negative perception some members of the community may have of 
young people and in the process can assist in reducing anti social behaviour. 

 
New play and recreation areas become a focal point for the community where 
children, wider family and support networks including can gather and enjoy spending 
time together outdoors reducing social isolation, increasing community spirit and 



neighbourliness. A wide range of facility users have a place where they can enjoy the 
environment and play safely within their local community. 

  
All the benefits outlined above help to make communities more attractive places to 
live, visit and play. 
 
Police Scotland 

The use and positioning of play areas is factored into the concept of ‘designing out 
crime’ by Police Architectural Liaison Officers. Play facilities in communities can have 
an effect on anti-social behaviour as it gives local youths a space to utilise for 
recreational purposes. This can prevent young people from congregating in areas 
more likely to cause concern or complaints from residents and provide them with a 
safe and practical space to use.  

 
2.4 Braehead Drive, Bellshill 

Old run down play areas can on occasion lead to an increase in anti-social behaviour 
including vandalism so a group of local parents formed Braehead Tenants and 
Residents Association to look at improving play opportunities in their local community 
by replacing the old play area at Braehead Drive, Bellshill.  They successfully 
approached the Council to support the development and Bellshill Local Area 
Partnership allocated £78,000 from the Local Development Programme to develop a 
new facility.  In 2018 they officially opened the new play area, the design of which was 
informed by extensive community consultation.   

Galvanized by the initial success, the group in partnership with officers from the 
Council successfully applied for a grant of £53,800 from Patersons Quarries Ltd 
through the Scottish Landfill Communities Fund administered by LandTrust to develop 
a multi use games area to provide recreation opportunities to a wider range of young 
people within the area. An additional contribution of £25,000 from the Bellshill Local 
Area Partnership Local Development Programme was provided to support the 
community led project and the new multi-use games area at was completed in 2019.   

 
The new facility has completely transformed an unused area into a unique play space, 
which is valued by the community and where local children and young people can get 
outside and play. 

 
The facility has become a focal point for the community and prior to lockdown the group 
continued to hold events and activities on the site to promote the community aspect of 
the project. Events included Fun Days plus a week long multi sports camp for local 
children and young people at the MUGA which was funded by a grant from the Health 
& Social Care Consortium. 

 
3. Equality and Diversity 
 
3.1 Fairer Scotland Duty 
 
3.1.1 An initial assessment has been completed that will be further informed by the 

ongoing consultation associated with the development of the Community Boards. 
    
3.2 Equality Impact Assessment  

 
3.2.1 No Issues identified. 

 



4. Implications 
 
4.1 Financial Impact 
 
4.1.1 The Community Boards and locality planning processes continue to support the 

development of play and recreation facilities through the allocation of LDP funding 
and the use of external funding where possible. 

 
4.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact 
   
4.2.1 None identified at present. 
  
4.3 Environmental Impact 
  
4.3.1 None identified at present. 
 
4.4 Risk Impact   
 
4.4.1  None identified at present 

 
5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 Positive impact on community safety across the 9 Community Board areas by 

continuing to provide high quality play and recreation areas devised and developed in 
partnership with local communities. 
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