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To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

Your Ref 

Our Ref 002inliliii 
Copied to: 

e .  AGENDA ITEM NO, ___ 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

Ask for: Mr Hutton 

Date: 15 Jaiiuary 1997 

Subject: The Eiivironiiieiit Act 1995 

Tel: 01236 751217 

Locd Air Quality Management 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Introduction 

I refer to  previous reports to Committee outlining the puqiose aiid scope of the Environment 
Act 1995 iU relation to Air Quality Man a g ement. 

Up-date 

The draft National Air Quality Strategy and Part N of the above Act places new duties on 
local authoiities to audit and identify tlie quality of the atmosphere within its own boundaries. 
Ambient air quality will be compared with target objectives which have been set a t  national 
level, Where the air quality is projected not to attain tlie identified national standards, the 
local authoiity has a duty to fonnally declare a n  Air Quality Management Area and to  identify 
the measures which require to be implemented to attain the specified air  quality level. By way 
of draft guidance to local authorities, two principal issues require to be considered:- 

General Riiiciiiles of Reviewino, - and Assessing Air Oualitv 

It is considered imperative that iiatioiial standards should apply to all audit, suivey aiid 
mollitoiiug programmes to  ensure accuracy of results and on which strategic planning, 
environmental aiid traffic nianagement proposals can be based. 

Review of Local Autlioritv Powers 

It is recognised tha t ,  to acliieve specified national standards, some local authoiities who 
identify major local disparity in air quality will require to invoke legislative powers, eg. 
traffic management scheiiies etc. A review is being undertaken to assess the suitability of 
existing powers and their effectiveness in tlie new situations which could aiise. 

Draft Departmental Service Plan 

The departments’ draft Seivice Plan incliides proposals within ail Environmental Health 
Action Plan to prepare and progress a prograinme of atmospheric auditing and analysis. 
Relevant idolmation would assist it1 the production and development of an authority-wide 
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Transportation Policy associated with the pi-inciples of Agenda 2 1. Budgetary suppoit of both 
a capital and revenue nature will be required to initiate a ineaiiiiigfbl progrartune of ambient 
and local air quality monitoring. 

Recommendation 

I would recommend that the contents of this report be noted at this t h e ,  on the basis that 
h t h e r  repoi-ts will be presented when legislative, teclmical, etc. developments take place. 

M.L. Hutton 
Director of Environmental Seivices 
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THE SCOTTISH OFFICE 

ronmental Affairs 

and Fisheries Department Group 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 

Telephone 0131-244 040 1 
Fax 0131-244 0404 

To those on the attached list 

29 November 1996 

Dear SirMadain 

PART IV THE EKVIRONMENT ACT 1995 
LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 

INFORMATION - THE GEXERAL PRINCIPLES OF REVIEWING AND 
ASSESSING AIR QUALITY 
CONSULTATION - REVIEW OF LOCAL AUTHORITY POWERS 

Part IV of the Environment Act 1995 and the draft National Air Quality Strategy, which has 
recently been the subject of full public consultation, set out a new requirement for local air 
quality management. From next year, each local authority will have a new duty to review 
and assess. against objectives for 2005, the quality of the air in its area. Where it appears 
unlikel) that the Strategy‘s objectives will be achieved, local authorities must declare Air 
Quality hlanagement Areas and develop a programme of local action to improve air quality. 

The Govel-nment have given a commitment to provide local authorities with a package of 
c guidance to assist them in their new duties. As part of this package, I enclose 2 documents 
Lvhich are intended to prepare the ground for local air quality management by local 
authorities. Thess are: The General Principles of Reviewing and Assessing Air Quality and 
Review of Local Authority Powers. 

The Kational Air Quality Conference for local authorities on 10 December will set out further 
details of  the package of guidance and explore more fully with local authorities the process of 
implementation. Draft guidance on  air quality and traffic management will be issued at the 
Conference as \veil as being sent to consultees at the same time in the normal way. There 
wili also be draft p idance on air quality and land use planning for England & Wales. In 
Scotland, a stparate Plmning Advice Note, which will cover air quality and other 
environmental issues, will be issued by The Scottish Office. 

L MGO 3 3 06 1 .  
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The General Principles of Reviewing and Assessing Air Quality 

Guidance on reviewing and assessing air quality will be issued by the Secretary of State 
under Section 88( 1) of the Environment Act 1995 in due course. The draft will be subject to 
full public consultation next year. The attached document gives an early summary of the 
general principles of reviewing and assessing air quality. I hope it will enable local 
authorities to understand more h l l y  what will be expected of them. Although not 
specifically asked for, comments on this paper would of course be welcome. 

Review of Local Authority Powers 

The Government’s strategic policy document of 1995 ‘Air Quality: Meeting the Challenge’ 
gave a commitment to consider whether additional local authority powers would be required 
to meet the objectives of Air Quality Management Areas. The attached consultation paper 
takes that commitment further by reviewing existing local authority powers in the light of the 
draft National Air Quality Strategy. It  sets out for consultation: 

the parameters for considering the need for additional local authority powers; 
the extent to which they might be needed to achieve air quality objectives; and 
a process for keeping the situation under review. 

You are invited to comment on all parts of the paper and, in particular, the points laid out for . 
discussion in paragraphs 52 to 58. 

Comments on the consultation paper should be sent by Friday 14 February 1997 to: 
Mrs Joyce Whytock, The Scottish Office, AEFD, 1-H Victoria‘Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
(Fax: 0 13 1-244 0404). 

Consultees are asked to make it clear in their response whether: 

(a) they propose to publish their comments or make them available to the media; 
and 

(b) they agree that we may place copies of their responses in The Scottish Office 
library and in both Houses of Parliament. 

Responses which do not include this information will be treated as if (b) applies. 

Yours faithful 1y 

JUAN FRl4SER 
Environment Protection Unit.Air Quality Team 

LMG03306 2. 
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Chief Executives of Local Authorities 
Mr Timothy Stone, Convention of Scottish Local Authorities 
Mr Ian McMillan, Confederation of British Industry (Scotland) 
Mr John Downie, federation of Small Businesses 
Iain Robertson, Highlands & Islands Enterprise 
Ms Gail Reynolds, Centre for Environment & Business in Scotland 
Mr Lex Gold, Scottish Chambers of Commerce 
Mr R Craig Campbell, Scottish Council for Development & Industry 
Mr Crawford Beveridge, Scottish Enterprise 
Mr A Paton, SEPA Headquarters 
Dr Richard Dixon, Friends of the Earth (Scotland) 
The Secretary, National Society for Clean Air (Scotland) 
Mr Bill Fearnley, The Secretary of State’s Advisory Group on Sustainable Development 
Mr Brim Kelly, Society of Directors of Environmental Health 
Mr R Spilsted, Association of Scottish Community Councils 
Mr Ken Barclay, Scottish Law Commission 
Mr John Frater, Royal Environmental Health Institute for Scotland 
Sir William Sutherland, QPM, Association for Chief Police Officers for Scotland 
Mr Michael Clancy, Law Society of Scotland 




