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25 August 2021 at 2 pm. 
 

A Remote Meeting of the ENVIRONMENT  AND  TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McPake, Convener; Councillor Mooney, Vice-Convener; Councillors J. Ashraf, Carragher, Cullen, 
Di Mascio, Docherty, Doolan, Douglas, Duffy, Goldie, Gourlay, Hogg, Lennon, Logue, McManus, McNeil, 
Reddin, Roarty, Stocks, Annette Valentine, Wilson and Woods. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McPake (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Executive Director (Enterprise and Communities); Head of Asset and Procurement Solutions; Head of 
Environmental Assets; Head of Regulatory Services and Waste Solutions; Service Delivery Manager; 
Communications Officer, and Committee Officer. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Anderson and Weir. 
 
 
DECLARATIONS  OF  INTEREST  IN  TERMS  OF  THE  ETHICAL  STANDARDS  IN  PUBLIC  LIFE  ETC.  
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  2000 
 
1. Councillors Goldie and McPake, by virtue of each being a Director of Strathclyde Partnership for 

Transport, each declared an interest in paragraph 5 and further declared that they believed that the 
interest was so sufficiently remote that it did not preclude their participation in consideration of the 
item. 

 
 
 
ANALYSIS  AND  ACTIONS  TAKEN  RELEVANT  TO  RODENT  COMPLAINTS  -  UPDATE 
 
2. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 February 

2021 when, inter alia, it was agreed that regular update reports be submitted to future meetings of the 
Committee detailing the number of rat complaints logged and dealt with by the Service, there was 
submitted a report by the Head of Regulatory Services and Waste Solutions (1) providing an update 
on the steps that continue to be taken to record and analyse the requested data and the action plan 
which has been devised in order to direct resources and co-ordinate the response to the areas of most 
significant concern; (2) setting out in Table 1 of the report the number of rat complaints logged and 
dealt with by the Service for 2021/2022 to date, together with the figures from 2020/2021 for 
comparison purposes; (3) advising that the Council's Pest Control contractor, GP Environmental, will 
undertake, in conjunction with Environmental Health Officers, a complete survey of the Craigneuk, 
Carfin/Newarthill, Crindledyke/West Crindledyke, Holytown, Kirkwood/Kirkshaws and Moodiesburn 
areas; (4) intimating that the scope of each hotspot was defined to street level and includes mapping 
to delineate the perimeter of areas under survey and will also include desktop assessments of the 
condition of sewers within the hotspot areas, and (5) indicating that after the survey work has been 
concluded and when the outcome reports have been received by the Service, appropriate work would 
be undertaken within the local areas and a further report would be submitted to a future meeting of the 
Committee. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the number of rodent enquiries received and dealt with by the Service, as set out in 
Table 1 of the report, be noted; 

 
(2) that the actions which will be undertaken in the six hotspot areas identified for detailed surveys 

be noted, and 
 

(3) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee providing details of the  
outcome of the detailed surveys currently being undertaken in the six hotspot areas. 

 
 
 
SMART  WASTE  MONITORING  PROJECT 
 
3. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 26 August 2020 

when the introduction of a Smart Waste Monitoring Project in partnership with Zero Waste Scotland 
was approved, there was submitted a report by the Head of Regulatory Services and Waste Solutions 
(1) advising that the two year pilot project will include up to 5,000 households within the Cumbernauld 
and Moodiesburn areas with the potential to include streets from the Croy area should additional 
households be required; (2) informing that weighting equipment has been installed on two bin lorries 
and radio frequency identification tags would be fitted to each of the four household waste bins and 
when each bin is emptied it would be weighed, recorded and assessed to learn more about the waste 
and recycling produced by individual properties as well as how often residents are using the services 
provided; (3) indicating that no personal details are held or gathered as part of the project, and (4) 
intimating that an expression of interest stage 1 application had been submitted to the Scottish 
Government's Recycling Improvement Fund to extend the project to all domestic properties throughout 
North Lanarkshire and confirmation had been received that this was in scope and the Stage 2 
application would be submitted following completion of the pilot project. 

 
Councillor Goldie, seconded by Councillor Carragher, moved:- 
 
(1) That the commencement of the pilot for Smart Waste Monitoring Project be noted, and 

 
(2) Approve that the Council should retrospectively communicate the commencement of the 

Smart Waste Monitoring Project to Community Boards and local residents through current 
available Council channels, to inform them of the rollout and the rationale behind it. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the commencement of the pilot Smart Waste Monitoring Project be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Council retrospectively communicate the commencement of the Smart Waste 

Monitoring Project to Community Boards and local residents through current available Council 
channels, to inform residents of the rollout and the rationale behind it. 

 
 
 
CLIMATE  CHANGE:  COMMITTING  TO  NET  ZERO  -  CLIMATE  PLAN 
 
4. There was submitted a report by the Head of Asset and Procurement Solutions (1) attaching in 

Appendix 1 to the report the Climate Plan which would be the vehicle for delivery of all programmed 
climate action to enable the Council to further progress to net zero greenhouse gas emissions within 
its own carbon boundary and to contribute to the same for the wider area of North Lanarkshire; (2) 
intimating that the Plan provides the current project context as well as a list of potential deliverables if 
they were to be adequately resourced and that a review of Services' climate actions would guide the 
decision making for the route map's development; (3) advising that Asset and Procurement Solutions 
have established a group comprising Heads of Service and supporting officers as a sub-group to the 
Council’s Climate Change Group which will focus on the Council’s existing and future corporate estate 
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activity to reduce emissions; (4) recommending that all services of the Council take a similar approach 
to mobilising for net zero, and (5) seeking approval to undertake a consultation with internal and 
external stakeholders on the Draft Climate Plan and submit the finalised Plan to a future meeting of 
the Policy and Strategy Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Draft Climate Plan be issued for a period of consultation with internal and external 

stakeholders after which the finalised Plan would be submitted to a future meeting of the Policy 
and Strategy Committee; 

 
(2) that the approach being taken by Service areas as set out within the report in response to the 

net zero targets and timescales, in developing individual Climate Action Plans which will be 
collated into a Council wide route map to 2030 and reported to Committee in 2022, be noted, 
and 

 
(3) that it be recognised that net zero was a target that the Council must achieve against the 

background of challenging financial implications and demanding timescales. 
 
 
Prior to consideration of the following item of business, Councillors Goldie and McPake, by virtue of 
each being a Director of Strathclyde Partnership for Transport, each declared an interest and further 
declared that they believed that the interest was so sufficiently remote that it did not preclude their 
participation in its consideration. 
 
 
ADOPTION  OF  THE  COUNCIL'S  ACTIVE  TRAVEL  STRATEGY 
 
5. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) advising that an Active Travel 

Strategy would put in place, for the first time, a cohesive and holistic framework to prioritise and 
accelerate active travel interventions across North Lanarkshire which will align with the Town Visions 
and Town and Community Hub development to provide better active travel networks between its 
communities and across the Local Authority area and will help to deliver improved health and wellbeing 
and environmental, social inclusion and public access benefits, and (2) enclosing, in Appendix 1 to the 
report, the draft Active Travel Strategy 2021-2031. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Active Travel Strategy 2021-2031 be approved, and 

 
(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
WINTER  SERVICE  POLICY  AND  PROCEDURES  2021/2022 
 
6. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) presenting in Appendix 1 to 

the report details of the proposed Winter Service Policy and Procedures 2021/2022 which include 
recommendations from the Member/Officer Working Group; (2) enclosing in Appendix 2 the report of 
the Member/Officer Working Group set up to consider the policy and to establish if the policy could be 
altered to best serve the needs of communities across North Lanarkshire; (3) setting out in detail in 
Section 2.16 of the report the recommendations of the Working Group; (4) advising that the Council 
had an obligation under the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 to take such steps as it considered reasonable 
to prevent snow and ice endangering the safe passage of pedestrians and vehicles over public roads; 
(5) highlighting that this obligation was discharged through the Council's Term Maintenance Contract 
with Amey Public Services Limited Liability Partnership, and (6) intimating that, in order to ensure that 
this obligation was met, the Council was required to undertake an annual review of its processes and 
procedures. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the contents of the report and the Appendix be noted; 
 

(2) that the Winter Service Policy and Procedures 2021/2022, as detailed in the Appendix to the 
report, be agreed as the basis for winter service delivery in the coming year, and 

 
(3) that the actions/improvements/recommendations agreed by the Member/Officer Working 

Group, including the refilling of grit bins less than 50% capacity prior to commencement of the 
winter service period, be noted. 

 
 
 
TREE  ASSET  MANAGEMENT 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 November 

2020 when (1) the steps taken to deliver a risk audit pilot approach and a tree asset management 
strategy were approved; (2) it was agreed that a full audit be undertaken, and (3) that a full audit be 
undertaken following the outcome of the pilot exercise whilst recognising the resource implications, 
there was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets; (a) advising that there were 
concerns about the Council’s position while its tree stock remains uninspected, and that, currently tree 
work was undertaken on a limited reactive basis, as and when issues arise; (b) informing that tree 
failure had been identified as a risk in the Environmental Assets Risk Register and that the 
establishment and implementation of a centralised co-ordinated and managed Tree Asset 
Management Strategy would address this and serve to minimise any liability to the Council; 
(c) advising that the Council would use the Quantifying Tree Risk Assessment system to deliver its 
strategy; (d) enclosing in Appendix 1 to the report the Tree Asset Management Strategy which covers 
trees within Council ownership, managed and maintained by Environmental Assets, and Council 
owned trees adjacent to highways and schools; (e) providing an update on the findings of the pilot risk 
audit, which focussed on Wards 12 and 19 and set out the way ahead for future survey and 
remediation work; (f) intimating that the impact of Ash Dieback Disease had escalated rapidly in the 
south of England and it was likely that Scotland would soon be on a similar trajectory, with current 
evidence suggesting that at least 50 to 75% of Scotland's 11 million mature ash trees may die over 
the next two decades and that prevention of this would be of a significant cost to the Council; (g) setting 
out details of the Council’s approach to recovery and replanting which would be subject to further 
reports to the Committee, outlining the recovery plan and providing a framework for tree planting 
across Council sites; (h) enclosing, in Appendix 2 to the report, updated guidelines for the delivery of 
arboricultural services; (i) setting out, in Section 2.9 of the report, the timescales for risk mitigation 
based on current resource availability, and (j) attaching, in Appendix 3 to the report, a tree risk map of 
Motherwell South East and Ravenscraig. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Tree Risk Management Strategy, attached in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved 

and implemented; 
 

(2) that the approach and the additional resource implications for tackling the effect of Ash 
Dieback Disease in North Lanarkshire be noted; 

 
(3) that the principles outlined in the report in relation to recovery and replanting be approved, 

and 
 

(4) that the updated guidelines for the delivery of arboriculture services be approved, and the 
significant impact that non-routine jobs will have in the medium term, associated with the move 
to a risk based management approach, be noted. 
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OUTCOME  OF  THE  CONSULTATION  ON  THE  PROPOSED  DIVERSION  OF  CORE  PATH  281 
 
8. There was submitted a report by the Head of Environmental Assets (1) advising that at the Motherwell 

Community Board meeting on 10 March 2021 approval was given for the Community Greenspace 
Team to consult on the proposed diversion of part of Core Path 281 in Motherwell; (2) providing details 
of the statutory consultation which was undertaken between 3 and 31 May 2021; (3) intimating that 
12 valid objections to the diversion were received within the consultation period, a total of 
14 supportive representations were made of which 11 formed part of a submission of 24 testimonials 
that were collated and sent in by one person and a further three were sent in by individual residents; 
(4) informing that a further 14 representations which did not state support or objection were received, 
one of which was from Network Rail, with the remaining 13 representations varying in content; 
(5) intimating that all 12 objections have been maintained following contact with individual objectors 
and that, in line with the procedures set out in Section 20 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003, the 
request to divert the path would need to be passed to Scottish Ministers for determination; (6) advising 
that Officers were of the opinion that the request was unlikely to be approved by Scottish Ministers as 
legitimate access rights were shown to be exercised by the objectors and the causes of anti-social 
behaviour would require to be tackled and that Police Scotland remain the competent authority in that 
respect; (7) indicating that due to the ongoing incidences of anti-social behaviour and the additional 
time and uncertainty associated with seeking a Scottish Ministers' decision, the Council would continue 
to work with Police Scotland and investigate the possibility of installing further CCTV at the location to 
prevent anti-social behaviour, and (8) advising that, following the determination by Scottish Ministers, 
the Council would have the ability to make more informed decisions in the future in relation to requests 
for diversion or closure of paths/routes. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contents of the report and the outcome of the consultation process be noted; 

 
(2) that the view of Officers in relation to the process for obtaining Scottish Ministers' approval be 

noted; 
 

(3) that the next steps in referring the 12 objections which have been maintained to Scottish 
Ministers for determination, as directed by Section 20 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003, 
be approved; 

 
(4) that the decision of Scottish Ministers be implemented and the outcome be used as a basis 

for effective responses to future similar cases in relation to anti-social behaviour and access 
rights, and 

 
(5) that the ongoing work with Police Scotland and other partner agencies in relation to ongoing 

issues of anti-social behaviour experienced by residents be noted. 
 
 
 
WEED  CONTROL  REVIEW  -  UPDATE 
 
9. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 20 May 2021 

when, inter alia, the decision taken by the Council on 13 August 2020 to cease the use of glyphosate 
in weedkiller was confirmed and the ban remained in place, there was submitted a report by the Head 
of Environmental Assets (1) advising that following the decision of the Committee on 20 May 2021 a 
review of the use of alternative methods of weed control was undertaken; (2) advising that prior to the 
Council’s decision to ban the use of glyphosate, the majority of weed control on hard and soft surfaces 
was undertaken using these products and generally two applications were undertaken each season; 
(3) providing details of a number of alternative weed control methods which have been trialled and 
adopted by other Local Authorities to varying degrees; (4) intimating that, although other non-chemical 
weed control methods were available, they also have environmental impacts which include greater 
carbon emissions due to the requirement for multiple applications together with increased vehicle and 
plant usage as well as higher energy and water consumption for heat based treatments such as steam 
and foam; (5) providing details of the key recommendations of the review of an integrated pest 
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management approach to weedkilling across North Lanarkshire; (6) informing that the use of 
alternative weed control measures had resulted in significant weed and grass edge growth across the 
Council’s assets and the areas covered by the first spray had been moderately effective, and it was 
anticipated that one full spray together with an additional spot spray of the worst affected areas would 
be carried out following completion of the first full spray and was likely to commence in late September 
2021; (7) indicating that, despite its lesser effectiveness, non-glyphosate based herbicide treatments 
were significantly more expensive and that the Service had taken a number of steps to manage the 
visual quality of the environment during 2021 as detailed in Section 2.19 of the report; (8) providing 
details of the additional costs associated with alternative treatment of weeds and grass edges in table 
1 of the report which amounted to £400,000; (9) intimating that, moving forward and based on the 
evidence gathered by the Service across 2021, the use of non-glyphosate based herbicides would 
require four treatments per annum and resources would require to be doubled in terms of labour, plant 
and materials going forward and the costs associated with this approach were set out in table 2 of the 
report, amounting to £779,000; (10) providing details of the outcome of the trial of hot foam treatment 
which was less effective on weed growth and would require four treatments per annum and current 
estimates to hire the equipment and resources to deploy four treatments per annum and advising that 
current estimates to hire the equipment and resources to deploy four treatments per annum would be 
£1.165m; (11) providing details of wider alternative opportunities for environmental benefit to natural 
grassland management / wildflower meadows across the three country parks, and (12) proposing that 
(a) further reports be submitted to the Committee on an annual basis on the further actions and 
interventions required to sustainably manage open space assets and (b) a further report be submitted 
to a future meeting of the Committee on the outcome of the consultation with communities to determine 
areas traditionally managed by the Council that would benefit from a move to more modern 
management practices, ensuring that high amenity areas are prioritised whilst recognising that this 
was a significant shift in both expectation and culture within North Lanarkshire’s communities and one 
which will take a period of sustained time, effort and energy to establish acceptance. 

 
Councillor Goldie, seconded by Councillor Carragher, moved the recommendations contained within 
the report, together with the undernoted additional recommendations:- 
 
(1) Note that the motion to cease the use of glyphosate in weedkiller immediately pending a report 

to the Environment and Transportation Committee on alternative methods of weed control was 
deemed competent and unanimously passed by Council on 13 August 2020;  

 
(2) Note that the Environment and Transportation Committee on 20 May 2021, rejected a 

recommendation for a re-introduction and phased reduction of glyphosate over three years, 
and  

 
(3) Note that at the Special Council on 19 August 2021 an amendment was passed to re-introduce 

the use of glyphosate. 
 

Decided:  
 

(1) that the application of alternative non-glyphosate herbicide be noted; 
 

(2) that the outcome of the trial of alternative weed control methods such as foam and steam 
weed control over summer 2021 be noted; 

 
(3) that the cost and resource implications of the new approach to weed killing be noted; 

 
(4) that the development of an Integrated Pest Management Approach using non-glyphosate 

based herbicides and other appropriate actions to manage the weeds and grass edges across 
North Lanarkshire be noted; 

 
(5) that the initial creation of three areas of naturalised grassland management within each of the 

Country Parks be agreed; 
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(6) that further reports be submitted to the Committee on an annual basis on the move towards 
more sustainable management practices in respect of the Council’s open space assets; 

 
(7) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee on the outcome of the 

consultation with communities to determine areas traditionally managed by the Council that 
would benefit from a move to more modern management practices, ensuring that higher 
maintained areas were prioritised;  

 
(8) that it be noted that a motion to cease the use of glyphosate in weedkiller immediately pending 

a report to the Environment and Transportation Committee on alternative methods of weed 
control was deemed competent and unanimously passed by Council on 13 August 2020; 

 
(9) that it be noted that the Committee on 20 May 2021 rejected a recommendation for the re-

introduction and phased reduction of glyphosate over three years; 
 

(10) that it be noted that at the Special Council meeting on 19 August 2021 an amendment was 
passed to re-introduce the use of glyphosate in weedkiller, and 

 
(11) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
STRATEGIC  PERFORMANCE  FRAMEWORK  -  LATEST  PERFORMANCE  RESULTS  FOR  
REGULATORY  SERVICES  AND  WASTE  SOLUTIONS 
 
10. There was submitted a report by the Head of Regulatory Services and Waste Solutions (1) intimating 

that the Strategic Performance Framework had been re-introduced in accordance with Council and 
Service Recovery Plans and continues the arrangements implemented across service committees in 
2019 and 2020 in terms of reporting performance in line with the Strategic Performance Framework; 
(2) providing details of the responsibilities of the Committee in respect of the Framework; (3) setting 
out the next steps in the process; (4) highlighting the reporting arrangements for 2021/2022 in 
Section 2.8 of the report, and (5) enclosing in Appendix 1 to the report the high level performance 
overview which included a summary of the latest results for each performance indicator. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contents of the report and accompanying Appendix be noted; 

 
(2) that the high level performance overview presented in Appendix 1 and the supporting data 

contained within the Excel spreadsheet and areas for further investigation be noted, and 
 

(3) that the next steps in the process be noted. 
 
 
 
CLYDE  VALLEY  RESIDUAL  WASTE  CONTRACT 
 
11. There was submitted a report by the Head of Regulatory Services and Waste Solutions (1) providing 

an update on the first 18 months of the Clyde Valley Residual Waste Contract; (2) intimating that the 
first year of service had been a success, all four of the transfer stations had been successfully 
transferred to Viridor and both the Bargeddie and Dunbar plants had been fully commissioned and 
continued to process waste with minimal disruption, and (3) advising of the performance of the 
contract, including individual tonnage for each Local Authority Area and the Community Benefits. 

 
Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
  



ENVIRONMENT  AND  TRANSPORTATION  -  25  AUGUST  2021 
 

 

 

 
72 

CONTRACTS  AWARDED  BELOW  COMMITTEE  APPROVAL  THRESHOLD 
 
12. There was submitted a report by the Head of Asset and Procurement Solutions providing, in the 

Appendix to the report, details of contracts which had been awarded by him under delegated authority, 
for the period from 1 April to 30 June 2021. 

 
Decided: that the contents of the report and Appendix be noted. 

 


