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19 August 2021 at 4 pm. 
 

A Special Remote Meeting of the NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  COUNCIL 

 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Jones, Provost; Councillor Castles, Depute Provost; Councillors D. Ashraf, J. Ashraf, Baird, 
Barclay, Beveridge, Brannan-McVey, Burgess, Burrows, Cameron, Campbell, Carragher, Carson, M. Coyle, 
S. Coyle, Cullen, Curran, Di Mascio, Docherty, Doolan, Douglas, Duffy, Fannan, Farooq, Fisher, 
Fotheringham, Gallacher, Goldie, Goldsack, Gourlay, Graham, Hogg, Hume, C. Johnston, T. Johnston, Paul 
Kelly, Peter Kelly, Kerr, Larson, Lennon, Linden, Logue, Loughran, MacGregor, Magowan, Masterton, 
McCulloch, McKendrick, McLaren, McManus, McNally, McPake, McVey, Mooney, Morgan, O’Rourke, 
Pettigrew, Quigley, Reddin, Roarty, Shevlin, Shields, Stephen, Stevenson, Stocks, Stubbs, Alan Valentine, 
Annette Valentine, Watson, Weir, Wilson and Woods. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Jones (Provost) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Executive; Executive Director (Education and Families); Executive Director (Enterprise and 
Communities); Chief Accountable Officer, Health and Social Care; Head of Business Solutions; Head of 
Financial Solutions; Head of Legal and Democratic Solutions; Head of People and Organisational 
Development; Head of Strategic Communication; Audit and Risk Manager; Committee Officer, and 
Administrative Officer. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Anderson, Currie, Feeney and McNeil. 
 
 
The Provost welcomed everyone to the seventh remote meeting of North Lanarkshire Council and 
provided an overview of the functionality of WebEx to ensure the smooth running of the meeting. 
 
The Provost advised that the meeting was being live streamed through the Council's YouTube channel, 
and would be available afterwards as an archive recording. 
 
The Provost congratulated Councillor McKendrick on his election and welcomed him to his first 
meeting of the Council. 
 
 
DECLARATIONS  OF  INTEREST  IN  TERMS  OF  THE  ETHICAL  STANDARDS  IN  PUBLIC  LIFE  ETC.  
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  2000 
 
1. The Council noted that there were no declarations of interest. 
 
 
 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  LINDEN  AND  COUNCILLOR  FOTHERINGHAM 
 
2. There was submitted the following motion in the names of Councillor Linden and Councillor 

Fotheringham, notice of which appeared on the Agenda, viz:- 
 

"That North Lanarkshire Council acknowledges the significant challenges faced by Officers within the 
Environmental Service of the Council in undertaking their grass cutting programme and extends its 
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thanks to our hardworking and dedicated staff for their actions against the backdrop of COVID-19 and 
the savings taken to date in this service. 
 
That the Council further acknowledges that there have been significant delays in treating weeds across 
the Local Authority as a consequence of Service Pressures on Environmental Services. 
 
The Council also understands the significant impact that is being felt by Local People, following the 
implementation of the decision of the Council to cease maintenance of some 1800 areas of non-
Council owned grass lands in the Authority and considers that this alongside the Grass Maintenance 
Programme is an issue of real importance to the people of North Lanarkshire. 
 
Accordingly, the Council agrees to the following actions to address these issues:- 
 
Agrees that Council in recognising the pressures on the Service and the exacerbation caused by 
COVID - shall:- 
 
Commit to a one off cut in areas both under Council ownership and the 1800 areas of previously 
maintained non-Council land by the end of this season, to the standard expected, and to include 
strimming of all such areas within a budget of £300k. 
 
and 
 
Agrees that an urgent report be tabled to the next relevant Committee Meeting of the Council to update 
on the progress of these urgent actions, associated costs and review the delivery of the Councils 
maintenance programme at that time. 
 
and 
 
Notes the intention to fund this action through temporary use of one-off resources pertaining to the 
Covid-19 Contingency Fund or other source of one-off funding as deemed appropriate by the Section 
95 Officer, up to a value of £300k in 2021/22, pending full consideration of associated costs and 
potential permanent funding as part of considerations during the 2022/23 budget setting process." 
 
Councillor Linden withdrew his Motion which had been intimated in accordance with Standing 
Order 36. 
 
Councillor Linden, seconded by Councillor Fotheringham, moved an amended Motion, which had been 
intimated in accordance with Standing Order 36. 
 
“That North Lanarkshire Council acknowledges the significant challenges faced by Officers within the 
Environmental Service of the Council in undertaking their grass cutting programme and extends its 
thanks to our hardworking and dedicated staff for their actions against the backdrop of COVID-19 and 
the savings taken to date in this service. 
 
That the Council further acknowledges that there have been significant delays in treating weeds across 
the Local Authority as a consequence of Service Pressures on Environmental Services. 
 
The Council also understands the significant impact that is being felt by Local People, following the 
implementation of the decision of the Council to cease maintenance of some 1800 areas of non-
Council owned grass lands in the Authority and considers that this alongside the Grass Maintenance 
Programme is an issue of real importance to the people of North Lanarkshire. 
 
Accordingly, the Council agrees to the following actions to address these issues: 
 
Agrees that Council in recognising the pressures on the Service and the exacerbation caused by 
COVID - shall: 
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In addition, the Council shall commit to a one off cut in areas both under Council ownership and the 
1800 areas of previously maintained non-Council land by the end of this season, to the standard 
expected, and to include strimming of all such areas within a budget of £300k. 
 
and 
 
Agrees that an urgent report be tabled to the next relevant Committee Meeting of the Council to update 
on the progress of these urgent actions, associated costs and review the delivery of the Councils 
maintenance programme at that time. 
 
and 
 
Notes the intention to fund this action through temporary use of one-off resources pertaining to the 
Covid-19 Contingency Fund or other source of one-off funding as deemed appropriate by the Section 
95 Officer, up to a value of £300k in 2021/22, pending full consideration of associated costs and 
potential permanent funding as part of considerations during the 2022/23 budget setting process.  
 
and  

 
Acknowledges that a non-glyphosate based alternative weed killer has been sourced and deployed 
by the Local Authority, with the weed spraying programme now just over 50% through cycle one and 
well under way; and notes that whilst the draft Renewal Assessment Report (dRAR) and a CLH dossier 
have been prepared by the EU - dated June 2021; however, Council notes that there is some way to 
go before understanding the detail on this matter including reports by the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA) and the European Chemical Agency (ECHA) who will publish the reports and 
organise public consultations in line with their respective regulatory frameworks. Thereafter EFSA and 
ECHA’s Committee for Risk Assessment (RAC) will formulate their conclusion and opinion, 
respectively. Allowing the European Commission formulate its decision regarding renewal of the 
approval and classification for glyphosate - therefore meaning that maintaining an effective ban until 
such time as Council can be satisfied as to there being no adverse human health impact, is prudent 
and appropriate” 
 
Councillor Paul Kelly, seconded by Councillor McPake, moved as an Amendment:- 
 
"That North Lanarkshire Council recognises the decision made by the Environment and Transportation 
Committee on 20 May 2021 to ban the use of Glyphosate weedkiller; understands that this decision 
alone has resulted in Environmental Assets being unable to effectively treat weeds across the council 
area in a timely and efficient manner; further understands that officers have had to source much less 
effective measures for treating weeds at a significantly higher cost to the public purse. 
 
Council notes, with interest, the EU Assessment Group Draft Renewal Report on Glyphosate, 
published and presented to the European Food Standards Agency (EFSA) and the European 
Chemical Agency (ECHA) on 15 June 2021. This report highlights, specifically, that Glyphosate meets 
with EU Regulation 1107/2009, aiming to “ensure a high level of protection for both human and animal 
health and the environment” and does not require to be reclassified. This is the most recent, credible, 
scientific study into Glyphosate, making clear that it is not a carcinogen, is not a toxic risk to fertility, is 
not genotoxic, and is safe to use. 
 
Council resolves that this credible report provides new and material information not previously 
available, and that the inability of the service to source a viable and cost-effective solution for weed-
killing represents a material change in circumstances from the decision of committee. Notwithstanding 
Standing Order 37, Council instructs officers to reinstate the use of Glyphosate, with immediate effect, 
and produce a full report to a future meeting of the Environment and Transportation Committee. 
 
Council further acknowledges the significant challenges faced by Environmental Assets when 
undertaking the grass-cutting programme and extends its thanks to our hardworking and dedicated 
staff for their efforts against the backdrop of COVID-19 and difficult budget decisions. 
 



SPECIAL  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  COUNCIL  -  19  AUGUST  2021 
 

 

 

 
17 

Council understands that more than £300 million has been cut to North Lanarkshire’s budget by the 
SNP Government - disproportionate, unfair, cuts that have impacted on all areas of service delivery, 
including the cessation of maintenance on land out with the ownership of the local authority. 300 jobs 
have also been lost within the service. However, recognising the challenges associated with COVID-
19, the council commits to a one-off cut of those areas impacted by this change up to a budget value 
of £300,000. 

 
Furthermore, council instructs officers to assess those areas that have not yet established a factor and 
offer advice and guidance to assist residents in undertaking such arrangements." 
 
Councillor Watson, seconded by Councillor Douglas, moved as a further Amendment:- 
 
"North Lanarkshire Council acknowledges the significant challenges faced by Officers within the 
Environmental Service of the Council in undertaking their grass cutting and weed control programme 
and extends its thanks to all the hardworking and dedicated staff for their actions, particularly during 
the pandemic and the budget process where savings were required. 
 
Further acknowledges that due to a recent vote taken at the Environment and Transportation 
Committee in North Lanarkshire Council, the herbicide found in the previous weed killer used by the 
Council has not been reinstated, which has undoubtedly caused significant delays in treating weeds 
across the local authority area and cost an additional £400,000 in 2021 and a projected cost of 
£779,000 in 2022. This is money which could have been used supporting our most vulnerable or 
assisting in the cost of recovery from the pandemic. 
 
Understands that due to a budget gap of £15, 943m in 2019, a decision was made to cease 
maintenance of roughly 1800 areas of non-Council owned grass lands across the local authority. In 
addition, acknowledges that difficult decisions were taken due to the SNP Government’s lack of 
support for local government. Agrees that the austerity imposed on North Lanarkshire is the result of 
years of brutal cuts inflicted on the Council by the SNP Scottish Government at Holyrood and notes 
the devastating consequences this has had on our local communities. 
 
Appreciates the concerns highlighted by residents in relation to the above areas and the importance 
of the issues raised. 
 
Calls on the council to introduce a one-off grass cut in all areas previously maintained by the Council 
which were impacted by the historical budget decision. 

 
Agrees that a report will be brought before the relevant committee with a view that consideration will 
be given to the reinstatement of the use of Glyphosate as soon as possible." 
 
At  4:31pm the Provost announced that the meeting would be adjourned for 10 minutes. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 4:41pm.   
 
Councillor Paul Kelly withdrew his Amendment, which had been intimated in accordance with Standing 
Order 36. 
 
Councillor Watson withdrew his Amendment, which had been intimated in accordance with Standing 
Order 36. 
 
There was submitted, the following composite Amendment in the names of Councillor Paul Kelly and 
Councillor Watson, which had been intimated in accordance with Standing Order 36. 
 
“That North Lanarkshire Council recognises the decision made by the Environment and Transportation 
Committee on 20 May 2021 to ban the use of Glyphosate weedkiller; understands that this decision 
alone has resulted in Environmental Services being unable to effectively treat weeds across the 
council area in a timely and efficient manner; further understands that officers have had to source 
much less effective measures for treating weeds at a cost of £400,000 in 2021 and a projected cost of 
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£779,000 in 2022 and onwards, this is money which could have been used supporting our most 
vulnerable or assisting in the cost of recovery from the pandemic. 

 
Council notes, with interest, the Assessment Group Draft Renewal Report on Glyphosate, published 
and presented to the European Food Standards Agency (EFSA) and the European Chemical Agency 
(ECHA) on 15 June 2021. This report highlights, specifically, that Glyphosate meets with EU 
Regulation 1107/2009, aiming to “ensure a high level of protection for both human and animal health 
and the environment” and does not require to be reclassified. This is the most recent, credible, 
scientific study into Glyphosate, making clear that it is not a carcinogen, is not a toxic risk to fertility 
and is not genotoxic. 
  
Council resolves that this credible report provides new and material information not previously 
available, and that the inability of the service to source a viable and cost-effective solution for weed-
killing represents a material change in circumstances from the decision of committee. Invoking 
Standing Order 37, Council instructs officers to reinstate the use of Glyphosate, with immediate effect, 
and produce a full report to a future meeting of the Environment and Transportation Committee. 
  
Council further acknowledges the significant challenges faced by Environmental Services when 
undertaking the grass-cutting programme and extends its thanks to our hardworking and dedicated 
staff for their efforts against the backdrop of COVID-19 and difficult budget decisions. 
  
Council understands that more than £300 million has been cut to North Lanarkshire’s budget by the 
SNP Government - disproportionate, unfair, cuts that have impacted on all areas of service delivery, 
including the cessation of maintenance on land out with the ownership of the local authority. 300 jobs 
have also been lost within the service. However, recognising the challenges associated with COVID-
19, the council commits to a one-off cut of those areas impacted by this change up to a budget value 
of £300,000. 
  
Furthermore, council instructs officers to assess those areas that have not yet established a factor and 
offer advice and guidance to assist residents in undertaking such arrangements.” 
 
Councillor Paul Kelly, seconded by Councillor Watson, then moved the terms of the composite 
Amendment. 
 
Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
40 Members voted for the composite Amendment, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Beveridge, Brannan-McVey, Burgess, Burrows, Cameron, Campbell, Carson, Castles, 
Cullen, Curran, Docherty, Douglas, Duffy, Fisher, Gallacher, Goldsack, Gourlay, Graham, Jones, Paul 
Kelly, Peter Kelly, Logue, Loughran, McCulloch, McLaren, McNally, McPake, McVey, Mooney, 
Morgan, O’Rourke, Quigley, Reddin, Roarty, Shevlin, Shields, Stevenson, Watson, Wilson and 
Woods. 
 
33 Members voted in favour of the Motion, as follows:- 
 
Councillors D. Ashraf, J. Ashraf, Baird, Barclay, Carragher, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Di Mascio, Doolan, 
Fannan, Farooq, Fotheringham, Goldie, Hogg, Hume, C. Johnston, T. Johnston, Kerr, Larson, 
Lennon, Linden, MacGregor, Magowan, Masterton, McKendrick, McManus, Pettigrew, Stephen, 
Stocks, Stubbs, Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine, and Weir. 
 
40 Members having voted for the composite Amendment and 33 Members having voted for the 
amended Motion, the composite Amendment was accordingly declared carried. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the Council recognises the decision made by the Environment and Transportation 
Committee on 20 May 2021 to ban the use of Glyphosate weedkiller and understands that this 
decision alone has resulted in Environmental Services being unable to effectively treat weeds 
across the Council area in a timely and efficient manner and further understands that officers 
have had to source much less effective measures for treating weeds at a cost of £400,000 in 
2021 and a projected cost of £779,000 in 2022 and onwards, which could have been used 
supporting the most vulnerable or assisting in the cost of recovery from the pandemic; 

 
(2) that Council notes, with interest, the Assessment Group Draft Renewal Report on Glyphosate, 

published and presented to the European Food Standards Agency (EFSA) and the European 
Chemical Agency (ECHA) on 15 June 2021, which highlights, specifically, that Glyphosate 
meets with EU Regulation 1107/2009, aiming to “ensure a high level of protection for both 
human and animal health and the environment” and does not require to be reclassified and is 
the most recent, credible, scientific study into Glyphosate, making clear that it is not a 
carcinogen, is not a toxic risk to fertility and is not genotoxic; 

 
(3) that Council resolves that this credible report provides new and material information not 

previously available, and that the inability of the Service to source a viable and cost-effective 
solution for weed-killing represents a material change in circumstances from the decision of 
the Environment and Transportation Committee of 20 May 2021 and instructs officers to 
reinstate the use of Glyphosate, with immediate effect, and submit a full report to a future 
meeting of the Environment and Transportation Committee; 

 
(4) that Council further acknowledges the significant challenges faced by Environmental Services 

when undertaking the grass-cutting programme and extends its thanks to the hardworking and 
dedicated staff for their efforts against the backdrop of COVID-19 and difficult budget 
decisions; 

  
(5) that Council understands that more than £300 million has been cut to the Council’s budget by 

the SNP Government and disproportionate, unfair, cuts that have impacted on all areas of 
service delivery, including the cessation of maintenance on land out with the ownership of the 
Local Authority, with 300 jobs having been lost within the Service and in recognising the 
challenges associated with COVID-19, the Council commits to a one-off cut of those areas 
impacted by this change up to a budget value of £300,000, and 

 
(6) that officers assess those areas that have not yet established a factor and offer advice and 

guidance to assist residents in undertaking such arrangements. 
 


