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To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

Your Ref 

OurRef 004mhlm 
Copied to : 

NORTH LANARKSEERE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

From: DIRECTOR OF EhWIRONMENTAL 

Ask for: Mr Hutton Tel: 01236 751217 

Date: 15 January 1997 

Subject: Invitation to Subnut Views on 

SERVICES 

Inconsistencies in SEPA’s Approach 

Introduction - 

The Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) was foilnally established in April 1996 
with the stated role of ensuring a coiisisteiit approach to environmental regulation throughout 
Scotland. This remit encompasses environmental standards in relation to air, land and water, 
although SEPA does not have ‘exclusive lights’ to foimal regulation iu each of these areas 
where local authoiities have specified duties and responsibilities. 

SEPA’s relationship with local authorities can be summaiised as follows:- 

* As a regulator of local authoiity facilities and operatioiis, eg. Landfill Sites, Civic Amenity 
Sites, etc. 
As the initiator of consultations through Plaiiuiiig Applications, Environmental Impact 
Assessments, Cont alniii a t  ed Laud, etc. 

Issue 

An invitation to submit views on any ayparetit iiicoiisistencies in SEPA’s approach to 
environmental regulation has been received froin COSLA. As a regulated organisation and as 
a consultee of SEPA, Noith Lanarkshire Council is in a position where it can make an 
assessment of the approach taken by SEPA on a iiulnber of issues, experienced over the 
previous nine months peiiod. I feel that  it is realistic to say that no areas of major 
inconsisteucy has been found to exist either across regional bouudaiies or in their treatment of 
businesses, processes, etc. which are regulated by SEPA. However, it is also valid to point 
out that where the hteiyretation of legislation, guidance notes, etc can entail an overlap in the 
duties or responsibilities of SEPA aud local authorities, hither discussions and liaison at 
policy and operational levels are necessaiy to avoid professional misunderstandings which can 
give rise to instances of over or under-regulation. 
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Recommendation 

I would recommeud that the Coirunittee agrees to the teilns of the above report and responds 
accordingly to COSLA’s co~~esyondence. 

M.L. Hutton 
Director of Environmental Seivices 



CQSLA" 
P~omot ing  Scotrizh Local Gowrnmenr 

6 January 1997 Your Ref 

To Chief Executives OurRef EW4/7 

cc Planning Advisers to the Development Services Forum 

Environmental Services and Waste Management Advisers 
to the Protective Services Forum 

Dear Chief Executive 

INVITATION TO SUBMIT VIEWS ON INCONSISTENCES IN SEPA'S APPROACH 

I enclose a copy of a letter dated 17 December 1996 from SEPA inviting COSLA's views on any 
incosistencies in SEPA' s approach to environmental regulation since it started operating in April 
1996. The timescale for responses is 3 1 January, although SEPA has agreed that this can be 
extended slightly. I would therefore welcome any commentdevidence your council may have by 29 
January. 

Yours sincerely 

Mary Dinsdale 
Policy Officer 

WHEN CALLING PLEASE ASK FOR Mar)' Dinsdale 
Document1 1 
XlD,RL 

Convention of Scottish Loul Authorities 

Rovbery HOW 9 Haymarket Temcc Edinburgh EH12 5 x 2  
Fu 0131 4749292 

DX No. ED407 Edinburgh 
Telephone 0131 4749203 



Our Ref:JCC/GFU415/091 
Your Ref. 

M. Patricia Henton, 
Director of Environmental 
Strategy 

17 December 1996 
Mr Tim Stone 
Head of Policy Development 
COSLA 
Rosebeny House 
9 Haymarket Terrace 
EDINBURGH 
EH12 5XZ 

Dear Mr Stone 

Invitation to Submit Views on Inconsistencies in SEPA’s Amroach 

The Scottish Environment Protection Agency has now been in existence for nearly nine 
months. One of the reasons SEPA was set up was to ensure a consistent approach to 
environmental regulation across Scotland, to be achieved by bringing together regulation 
across all the environmental media which in the past had been camed out by over 60 
different organisations. It is one of our early priorities to ensure that inconsistencies within 
our inherited approach to regulation across Scotland are reduced to an absolute minimum. 
It is for this reason that I am writing to you to seek your views on this important aspect of 
our work. 

SEPA’s Management Team considers that this is now an appropriate time to undertake a 
review with the purpose of identifying any areas of major inconsistency which may exist 
both internally where they relate to the underpinning scientific monitoring and analysis, ant  
externally in respect of SEPA’s relations with regulated organisations. 

We recognise that the legislative framework within which SEPA operates places constraints 
on the extent to which complete consistency can be achieved across areas of reguiation 
which are determined by separate legislation. We are already aware of certain areas of 
inconsistency which have been inherited from the predecessor organisations, such as cost 
recovery under the Control of Pollution Act 1974. Some of these will require considerable 
work to harmonise fully and may take some time to achieve. 
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SEPA is also charged with taking into account of a number of issues, including the social 
and economic needs of any area, cost benefit considerations, and conservation 
requirements, which may in turn require local interpretation and modification in the context 
of an otherwise consistent approach to regulation. 

, We would welcome any comments or views which you may wish to offer if you are aware of 
any apparently unjustifiable inconsistencies in SEPAs approach if they are sufficient to 
cause you concern. These inconsistencies may be either across the Regions of SEPA, or 
across sectors of industry or business. 

A small team will review all submissions and will report back to the Chief Executive by the 
end of February 1997. I would therefore request that, if at all possible, returns should 
be made to myself by 31 January 1997. 

If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr J C Curran 
Head of Science 
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