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To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: Purchasing Consortium - 
Casual Vehicle Hire 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

Date: 08 January 1997 
Ref. : 

I refer to recent correspondence received from the ABC Purchasing Consortium, which currently acts on 
behalf of the unitary authorities situated within the former Strathclyde Region boundary. I immediately 
prior to and following local government reorganisation is April 1996, the Purchasing Consortium legally 
extended a number of formal contracts for various supplies, services and materials on behalf of all 
constituent authorities. Extension periods of contracts have varied in line with the requirements of the 
relevant contract terms and conditions, and the requirements of the individual authorities 

One of the major ‘corporate’ contracts established by the former Strathclyde Regional Council related to 
the provision of vehicles on a casual hire basis. This contract existed to supplement the basic departmental 
transport resources which had been provided on a direct, in-house basis. The Purchasing Consortium has 
advised all authorities that it has initiated a full tendering exercise in line with UK and EC Procurement 
Directives, with the intention of establishing a new vehicle casual hire contract, access to which will be 
made available to authorities. This formal process will not be completed before May 1997. As an interim 
measure to allow authorities to continue to access casual hires through the original supplier during the 
current period up to May 1997, the Purchasing Consortium investigated the possibility of further extending 
the existing contract. Authorities have now been advised that it is not possible to formally extend this 
contract. However, the original supplier is prepared to continue to supply etc. vehicles to Authorities at the 
same terms and conditions as presently in place, until May 1997 when a new supplier will be appointed 
following the EC tendering process. This matter has been fully considered by the Director of 
Administration who is agreeable to the Council continuing to utilise the existing supplier until a new 
supplier is appointed. I would ask that the Environmental Services Committee agrees to continue to utilise 
the existing supplier for Casual Hire Vehicles until the tendering process being conducted by the 
Purchasing Consortium is completed and a new supplier appointed. 

L 

McKenzie Hutton 
Director of Environmental Services 




