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REPORT 

Subject: Suitability of Hydrophobic 
Neutralization Foam (RG22) to 
Render safe, petroleum storage 
tanks being put out of use. 

PROPOSED DECISION 

To seek the committee’s approval for the use of new technology foam in rendering disused 
underground and above ground petroleum storage tanks safe. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications should the council allow the adoption of this new technology 
in addition to current methods already in use. 

REPORT 

Disused or abandoned petroleum storage tanks are required to be made safe, by virtue of 
Licence Conditions applicable to sites in North Lanarkshire. To date the normal method 
involved the filling of tanks, after de-gassing, with concrete slurry. With the advent of new 
technologies it has been shown that other methods can be regarded as acceptable, one being 
the filling of tanks with Hydrophobic Neutralization Foam without the need to degas. This foam 
has the added advantage of absorbing any residual petroleum present in the tank. 

After initial enquiries to Tanksafe Limited, National agents for the manufacturers, on the 
capabilities of RG22 foam, a further request was made for a list of Petroleum Licensing 
Authorities in the U.K., who have authorised the use of the said foam. 
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As a trial, two sites in North Lanarkshire have had tanks made safe with RG22; D. McLaren 
Ltd., Hallcraig Street, Airdrie and two tanks at Shell Old Inns Filling Station, Cumbernauld. 
Both operations were conducted satisfactorily, in the presence of a Petroleum Officer of the 
Council and found to satisfy the Department’s requirements. 

RECOMMENDATION 

83 

I recommend that RG22 foam be approved by North Lanarkshire Council, in addition to existing 
approved agents, for the filling of petroleum storage tanks which have no longer to be used for 
the storage of petroleum. 




