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To: NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: Draft Code of Practice on 
Litter and Refuse in Terms 
of the Environmental 
Protection Act, 1990. 

REPORT 

Date: 7th January, 1997 
Ref: SS/MD 

PROPOSED DECISION 

To note the changes contained in the latest Draft Code of Practice on Litter and Refuse. 

REPORT 

Members will recall that the Code of Practice on Litter and Refuse issued in January 1991 in 
terms of the  Environmental Protection Act, 1990 introduced a zoning classification of "relevant 
land" according to usage and traffic, a definition of the cleanliness standards to be achieved and 
a timetable of recovery times within which these standards have to be achieved. The local 
authority has a duty to categorise land within its area into these zones and, after a consultation 
period, make public the Code of Practice as it applies within the authoritys area. 

The latest draft revision of the Code of Practice, issued by the  Scottish Office Agriculture, 
Environment and Fisheries Department on 20th November, 1996 contains some minor changes 
from the draft issued on 28th February namely:- 

1. the  zoning and the recovery times are now presented in tabular format for easy 
reference 

2. new zones are introduced for non-amenity beaches and for land periodically used for 
special events eg. showgrounds, sporting venues, car boot sales, fairs, circuses or open 
air concerts 

3. additional information is provided on good practices, including specific examples 
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THE SCOTTISH OFFICE 

Agr ic u I t u re, En vi r o n  m e n  t Environmental Affairs 

and Fisheries Department Group 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh EH6 OQQ 

Telephone 0131-244 020 1 
Fax 0131-244 0403 

Addresses - see attached list 

3 December 1996 

r . . .  

Dear Sirmadam 

RESPONSE TO LITTER ADVISORY GROUP CONSULTATION PAPER 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
DRAFT CODE OF PRACTICE ON LITTER AND REFUSE 

I am writing to invite comments on the attached draft revision of the Code of Practice on 
Litter and Refuse. 

A draft revision was circulated initially to consultees on 28 February 1996 and we thank 
those who responded to that consultation. In the light of comments received, some further 
amendments have been made to reflect comments made and to seek to clarify the text further. 
In the main, the standards of cleanliness, zoning and response times remains unchanged from 
the present Code. However the text has been considerably recast. 

The key changes from the present Code are: 

presentation of the zoning and recovery times in a tabular format; 
new zones for land periodically used for special events and for non-amenity 

additional information on good practice, including specific examples. 
beaches; 

Subject to the outcome of this consultation, it is proposed to lay the draft Code before 
Parliament in February 1997 with the aim of issuing it in April. 

LMG02706 1 
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Consultees are invited to send their comments on the draft Code of Practice by 24 January 
1997 to: 

Mr Malcolm Somerville 
Environment Protection Unit 
1-527, Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 

The Department may wish to make public any comments received. However any comments 
specifically marked confidential will not be disclosed without the express permission of the person 
making the comment. 

Yours sincerely 

MALCOLM SOMERVILLE 
Environment Protection Unit. Waste Team 

LMG02706 2. 
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CODE OF PRACTICE ON LITTER AND REFUSE 

Introduction 

The Environmental Protection Act 1990 imposes a duty on local authorities (and certain other 
landowners and occupiers) to keep specified land clear of litter and refuse so far as is practicable. This 
publication provides practical guidance on the discharge of this litter duty. 

The first part of this publication is a Code of Practice issued under section 89(7) of the 1990 Act. 
Where land is defaced by litter and action is taken in court under section 9 1 or 92 of the 1990 Act, this 
Code is admissible in evidence in the proceedings. 

The Code defines standards of cleanliness which are achievable in different types of location and under 
differing circumstances. It is concerned with how clean land is rather than how often it is swept. The 
Code does not therefore suggest cleaning frequencies. Rather it sets how quickly differing types.of land 
should be returned to a set cleanliness standard. 

The second part provides advice and information on good practice methods and steps which duty 
bodies might take to strengthen public commitment to cleanliness. 

The production of this publication follows a review of the effectiveness of the litter legisiarion by the 
Advisory Group on Litter. Some of the Group's recommendations related to the Code. In the main. 
the standards of cleanliness, zoning and response times in this new Code remain unchanged. However. 
the text reflects minor recent changes to statutory instruments on Litter Control Areas, Street Litter 
Control Notices and designated Statutory Undertakers. It has also been considerably recat and now 
includes more information on good practice. 

The Code of Practice is issued in substitution for the Code of Practice dated January 199 1 .  which is 
hereby withdraw. 




