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To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMtTTEE 

KORTH LANARKSBIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

From: DIRECTOR OF EhVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

Date: I 5  January 1997 

Onerators 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 00 1 iidilm 
Copied to : 

Introduction 

Local Authorities are beins advised by the govenimeiit’s Traffic Commissioner for the 
Scottish Traffic Area, of Guidance Notes \vhich have now been issued in relation to the 
licensing ofheavy goods vehicle (HGV) operators, under tlie terms of the Goods Vehicles 
(Licensiug of Operators) Act 1995. 

Up-date 

Previously, persons who intended to operate a veiiicle iu the HGV categoiy, required to  apply 
to the Traffic Commissioner for the Scottish Area for a n  Operators Licence (‘0’- Licence). 
Applications required to be ad\,eitised in the local etc. press, were subject to objection by local 
authoiities 011 specified grounds and where granted liad a natural life-span of 5 years. The 
new act introduces the conce;)t of coiitiauous licensing, removing the requirement to re-apply, 
re-advertise etc. a t  the licenct. tei-~ni~iation period. This deregulation ineastire makes the 
resolution of problems aiisin,:, fiom the parking and operating of ‘0’ Licensed vehicles more 
dficult  due to tlie continuing nature of the licence. Therefore, it becomes more cixcial to 
identify potential problems \vliicli inay aiise fi.om such vehicles, prior. to an Operators Licence 
being granted by tlie Traffic Coinniissioner. 

Rec o mm end a t i o n 

In the interests of the local cominunity, it is recommended that:- 

* A meeting of all regulatoly parties is convened, including Environmental Seivices, Legal, 
Police and Planning/TranslJoitation, to identifj, and implement appropiiate levels of 
co- ordiua tioii. 

The views of the local co;munity are coiisidered by appropriate means. 

I 
M.L. Hutton 
Director of Enviroiimeii~.al Seivices 
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FROM: M W BETTS CBE FClT FlLog 

Traffic Commissioner 

Scottish Traffic Area 

Telephone 0131-529 8510 

Mr Andrew Cowe 
Chief Executive 
North Lanakshire Council 
PO Box 14 
Civic Centre 
MOTHERWELL 
ML1 1TW 

J Floor, Argyie House, 

3 Lady Lawson Street, Edinburgh EH3 9SE 

14 November 1996 

Dear M r  Cowe 

HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR LICENSING 

Indiscriminate parking of heavy goods vehicles or the use of 
unauthorised operating centres for these vehicles causes problems 
in many communities. Amendments to the Transport Act 1968 
introduced environmental controls and gave powers to Local 
Authorities to object to licence applications on a number of 
grounds, including environmental. Local residents were given the 
right to make representations on environmental grounds. The law 
was updated with the introduction on 1 January this year of the 
Goods Vehicles (Licensing of Operators) Act 1995. 

In the past the Traffic Area Of'fice has issued Guidance Notes on 
these matters to Local Authorities in Scotland. I purposely 
delayed doing so earlier this year because of the reorganisation 
you were going through, but it now seems timely to bring these 
changes to your notice and accordingly I attach a new Guidance 
Note. Perhaps the most significant change introduced by the new 
Act has beenthe introduction of continuous licensing: no longer 
does an operator of heavy goods vehicles have to renew his 
licence every 5 years, including advertising in the local press. 
Consequently if Councils or residents miss their opportunity to 
object at the outset it becomes much harder to resolve the matter 
in subsequent years. 

Each Council is sent a copy of our fortnightly publication 
IIApplications & Decisions". Further copies can be made available 
on request, which some have taken up. Different Councils deal 
with this matter in different ways, but an operating centre could 
have implications for Highways, Planning, Environmental, 
Development, Legal and a variety of other Council Departments, 
and there is a key requirement for timely coordination between 
them if a Council is to get an objection registered with my 
office within the 21 days allowed in the Act. I would stress that 
a properly laid objection would in due course give the Council 
the right to appeal against my decision if the Council felt fit: 
residents who only have the right to make representations have 
no such rights to appeal, so the Council's role i 
community can be critical. 

- 



I also enclose, for the first time, a Guidance Note for Community 
Councils. They generally have no rights to make representation 
unless in their own right as a Council they own or occupy land 
in the vicinity of an operating centre. But they could have a key 
role to play in advising residents of their rights or in alerting 
your Council to a specific concern. Obviously we do not know any 
details about your Community Councils but if you feel that it 
might be useful to circulate copies of this Note to them I would 
happily provide further copies for you. 

Finally I would be very happy to arrange a briefing team to visit 
your staff at some time in the future when we could elaborate on 
the requirements, and we would be happy for Community Council 
representatives to be present as well if you so wished. 

Yours sincerely 
. 
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