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Executive Summary 

 
This report provides a summary of climate action and strategy implemented by the 
council, indicating the scope of its commitment to tackling and preventing further climate 
change. 
 
Climate change is caused by human activities. In light of the recent IPCC report, this fact 
is indisputable. The success of the Conference of Parties in Glasgow was vital to a global 
continuation of positive and just climate action. It is clear it is not solely an issue for 
national governments as local governments have a role in local policy development and 
delivery, action and engagement. 
 
The council takes its commitment to the climate and biodiversity emergency seriously 
and as such continues to deliver projects that will contribute to the reduction of main 
greenhouse gas emissions, protect biodiversity as well as facilitate behavioural change.  
 
This report provides details of progress with Council initiatives across the headings of: 
 

- Transport; 
- Waste; 
- Stakeholder engagement and influence; 
- Building Fabric; 
- Biodiversity; and 
- Policy Development. 

 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Policy and Strategy Committee: 
 

(1) Acknowledge the scale of the work delivered by the council, contained within this 
report, in order to meet its climate change duties.  

(2) Recognise that an accelerated reduction of all greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 
is what is expected via the Paris Agreement and in order to achieve net zero, the 
council and other sectors will require to scale up their activity and resourcing. 



 

 
1. Background 

1.1. ‘It is unequivocal that human influence has warmed the atmosphere, ocean and 
land’. That’s the view of 234 experts from 62 countries (including 22 from the United 
Kingdom) who produced the IPCC 6th Assessment Group 1 Report earlier this year. 

1.2. The earth has a natural process called the greenhouse effect which enables the 
earth to be habitable by trapping in the sun’s heat. Climate change is the resulting 
impact human activity has on this natural system by causing an increase in 
greenhouse gas emissions, destabilising the balance of this fragile system.  
Increasing the temperature of the lower atmosphere, has led to: 

 an increase in rainfall including the frequency of intense and heavy events;  
 a worldwide decline in glaciers including permafrost; 
 warming of the world’s oceans and their acidification 
 a rise in seal levels 
 a shift in climate zones; 
 a worldwide surface temperature increase including the frequency of extreme 

heat events. 

Figure 1: Change in global surface temperature (annual average) as observed and simulated using human & 
natural and only natural factors (both 1850-2020) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source 1 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change AR6 Working Group 1 (August 2021) 

(3) Note a performance report is scheduled to be brought before the Environment and 
Transportation Committee in February 2022 providing an update on the recent 
‘Public Sector Report on Compliance with Climate Change Duties’ submission. 

 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 

Priority  All priorities 

Ambition statement All ambition statements 



1.3. The pace of change in the past 50 years is incomparable. These changes have 
increased the likelihood of heatwaves, fires, droughts and floods. In 2021 alone we 
have seen the impact of climate change: 

Continent Country 

Africa Algeria, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa 
Asia Afghanistan, China, India, Israel, Japan, Russia, Turkey 

Europe 
Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, France, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Romania, 
Russia, Switzerland, United Kingdom 

North and 
Central America 

Canada, USA 

Oceania Australia, New Zealand 
South America Argentina 

 
1.4. In the UK the past four decades have been warmer than any preceding decade. In 

North Lanarkshire it is expected that the average summer temperatures will 
increase with a reduction in rainy days however a notable increase in the volume of 
rain on summer’s wettest day. Our winters are expected to be milder. Whilst the 
impact of climate change appears to be less severe locally and in Scotland in 
general, in recent years we have seen the increase of severe weather events and 
how they can affect us: 

 Travel disruption 
 Emergency response situations 
 Loss of power supply 
 Landslides 
 Flooding 
 Disruption to service delivery 

1.5. The United Nations Conference of Parties 21 (COP21) in Paris agreed to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and limit the global temperature increase to below 2oC 
by the year 2100. Six years later, COP 26 was to resolve outstanding issues, 
enabling the essential acceleration of action required to limit global temperature 
increases by the mid-century. Action to be agreed included:- the global protection 
and the restoration of ecosystems; the  dedicated climate monies of $100bn per 
year from developed countries; and finalising some details of the Paris Agreement.  

1.6. During COP, the Glasgow Science Centre was the venue for the successful green 
zone which held over 200 events from the 1st November to Friday 12th. There was 
a good selection of events to choose from: from the informative to culture and arts 
with representation from different sectors and communities from across the world. 
The Youth Climate Ambassadors attended Steven Backshall’s screening and were 
able to take part in the question and answer session. There was a particular focus 
on youth throughout the green zone, reinforcing that they will be the generation left 
with the legacy of current inaction. Both the SSN and COSLA held stalls in this zone 
(9th and 11th November respectively). 

1.7. COSLA in partnership with UK and international peers hosted the International 
Local Government Event in the restricted Blue Zone. For more than 13 years 
COSLA has engaged and more recently participated in the UN climate summits, 
reinforcing the role that local government plays in delivering the Paris Agreement. 



1.8. In Scotland the role of local authorities is enshrined in the Climate Change 
(Scotland) Act 2009 and its subsequent amendments. Key functions within the 
council have a more significant role than others such as education, waste 
management, planning, housing provision, corporate landlord and environmental 
resources/open spaces management. Part 4 of the Act however confers climate 
change duties on all functions in which the council delivers. 

1.9. In preparation for COP, nations reviewed and scaled up their National Determined 
Contributions (NDCs), their offerings to the Paris Agreement, with the ambition that 
as a collective going forward there will now be assurance of delivery.  Scotland is 
included within the UK NDC however an indicative one (iNDC) was produced by the 
Scottish Government in the lead up to COP. Arising from the National Policy 
Framework it is closely linked to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. It 
contains a statutory commitment to a national reduction of 75% of all greenhouse 
gas emissions1 by 2030 and highlights the vital role local authorities and other 
public bodies will have in its achievement. The national Climate Change Plan, the 
main vehicle for delivering the iNDC, has incorporated a number of policies and 
measures that local authorities will be required to incorporate within their strategic 
planning and operational activity leading up to 2030: 

 ‘phasing out the need for new petrol and diesel cars and vans by 2030; also 
reducing the number of kilometres travelled by car in Scotland by 20% by 2030; 

 plans to help create 1 million zero-emission homes in Scotland by 2030; 
 a key role for nature-based solutions to climate change, with additional 

investment in our natural economy to support nature networks, peatland 
restoration and woodland creation helping to enhance biodiversity and create 
good, green jobs; 

 supporting the development of Scottish hydrogen and Carbon Capture and 
Storage industries, and of Negative Emissions Technologies; 

 accelerating the decarbonisation of Scotland’s bus fleet; 
 support for the creation of Active Freeways to provide sustainable transport links 

between our towns and cities; 
 support for transforming vacant and derelict land, ensuring that this land is 

utilised for maximum environmental and community benefit; 
 consulting on a ban on all biodegradable non-municipal waste being sent to 

landfill.’ 
 

 
2. Report 

2.1. This report has been compiled to demonstrate the strength of commitment within 
the organisation to tackling and preventing further climate change.  

Declaring a Climate & Biodiversity Emergency 

2.2. The council declared a climate emergency in June 2019, and this led to the setting 
of a net zero target to be achieved by 2030. The target was one of ambition, 
recognising that urgent and accelerated action was needed to prevent further 

 
1 From 1990 baseline year for carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide and methane; from 1995 for hydrofluorocarbons, 
perfluorocarbons, sulphur hexafluoride and nitrogen trifluoride 



climate change. The target is area wide and therefore in order to be successful 
requires the co-operation of other sectors operating in North Lanarkshire. 

2.3. The council became a signatory on the June 2021 of the Edinburgh Declaration and 
in doing so has confirmed its commitment to protecting biodiversity. The signatories 
of the declaration ‘are deeply concerned about the significant implications that the 
loss of biodiversity and climate change has on our livelihood and communities. The 
impacts on our environment, infrastructure, economy, health and wellbeing, and our 
enjoyment of nature are already visible. Indeed, the COVID-19 global pandemic has 
reminded us how important it is to live in harmony with nature. Healthy biodiversity 
and the ecosystem services that it provides are key for human well-being and to 
build the resilience of our cities and regions, both during and after the pandemic, 
and it should be central to our recovery.’ 

Tackling and Preventing Further Climate Change 

Figure 2 Overview of Emissions, Targets and Draft Carbon Budget (2015/16 onwards)2

 

2.4. The council has been effective in the continuous reduction of the volume of the 
greenhouse gases emitted via its buildings, transport, municipal waste since 
2015/16.  

2.5. In this year of COP26, the council’s footprint has shown a reduction of over 56,000 
carbon tonnes (48%) from the baseline year set in 2015/16 and has met the first in 
a series of annual carbon budgets set within the draft Climate Plan ACT2030. 

 The carbon budgets look to limit the council’s annual greenhouse gas emissions 
and are set independently of a route map to 2030. This will drive innovation and 
ambition within the council however will need to be have sufficient dedicated 
funding in order to deliver the actions to achieve it. 

 There are several projects underway such as the Asset Rationalisation Programme 
which will assist the council to limit its emissions. The following section highlights 
the much good work delivered and achieved by the council in its varied activities 
via, in most instances, ‘business as usual’ financial planning.  

 
2 COVID-19 restrictions impacted on anticipated emissions 2020/21 and therefore lower than draft carbon budget. The expectation is that 
due to related measures in place in buildings, emissions will not stay at this low level. 
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Update on Climate Action and Associated Activity 

2.6. Transportation emissions accounts for 46.7% of the footprint of North Lanarkshire 
with on-road emissions accounting for 84% of this. Car use in Scotland is seen as a 
risk to the national 2045 target and in the most recent update of the Scottish 
Government’s Climate Plan there is a commitment to reduce car kilometres by 20% 
by 2030. Whilst there is associated embodied carbon and other emissions, creating 
infrastructure that is accessible and encourages people to walk, cycle or wheel is 
good for their physical and mental health but has a positive impact on future 
transport emissions by facilitating reductions.  

 Electrification of Council Fleet   

The rationalisation of the corporate estate will facilitate the adaptation of sites for 
future delivery requirements as well as planning for future changes in our climate. 
As part of this programme the council are introducing appropriate infrastructure 
across all depot facilities to ensure sufficient power and charging points are 
available for the electrification of the council’s fleet.   

2.6.1.1. To date the power capacity at both the Bellshill and Wardpark depots has been 
upgraded and the number of charging points within most depot and office locations 
has been increased and the table below outlines the charging capacity that will be 
available by the end of this financial year (mix of rapid charging and standard 
charging). The numbers of charging points will continue to increase over the coming 
years to reflect the growing number of electric vehicles.  

Table 1 Electric Vehicle Charging Capacity expect by 31 March 2022 

Depot Location Number of Charging Points 
Bellshill 64 
Ladyanne Depot, Airdrie 1 
Netherton Recycling Centre, Wishaw 3 
Reema Road Recycling Centre, Bellshill 2 
Shotts Recycling Centre, Shotts 1 
Stobcross Recycling Centre, Coatbridge 1 
Wardpark Depot, Cumbernauld 13 
Souterhouse Depot, Coatbridge 6 
Civic Centre, Motherwell 2 
Dalziel Building, Motherwell 4 
Fleming House, Cumbernauld 4 
Kildonan Street, Coatbridge 1 
TBC 3 
Total 105 

   
 A vehicle replacement programme in place for all light commercial vehicles will see 

the council move incrementally to an entire electric fleet by 2027/28. The move 
towards replacement of the heavy goods vehicles (HGV) will be somewhat slower 
and there are several reasons for this (price, technology, debate between electric 
and hydrogen) that need to be considered in terms of value for money. 

 Pedestrian accessibility 

The following projects all contribute to the successful implementation of the Active 
Travel Strategy by encouraging communities to walk, cycle or wheel as well as 
improving access to public transport provision. Some of the projects also include 



aspects of adaptation: preparing for the future, via improving drainage to reduce 
and or prevent flooding: 

 Minch Way, Airdrie; 
 The Loaning; 
 Logans Road, Motherwell; 
 Lancaster Avenue, Chapelhall; 
 Calderbank; 
 Strathclyde Park; 
 Ravenscraig; 
 Croy; 
 Brownsburn; and 
 Newarthill Primary. 

 Fuller detail of each project is contained in Appendix 1. 

 Orchard Farm Roundabout 

The council via a grant contribution to the construction of a new junction/roundabout 
at A8/M8 will support the delivery of the Mossend International Rail Freight Park, a 
European scale Inter-modal Dry Port which is a low carbon rail based infrastructure 
scheme and will deliver zero carbon/Low Carbon freight and carbon off-setting. 

 Pan Lanarkshire Transport Corridor 

Development of critical north-south road and active travel route connecting the M74 
to Ravenscraig, M8 and north to Cumbernauld M80.  In creating a direct route, the 
corridor will alleviate congestion and free up space for public transport and active 
travel on existing routes between Motherwell and Ravenscraig and the A73 through 
Chapelhall and Airdrie. It will connect communities, provide a new north/south 
active travel route and create opportunities for new public transport connections. 
This will contribute to increased sustainable travel and longer term reductions in 
carbon emissions by encouraging modal shift, reducing congestion and facilitating 
more reliable public transport services.  With the integration of carbon management 
practices we will look to minimise the impact of infrastructure including examining 
offset arrangements. 

 Motherwell Muir Street Improvement 

Supporting the creation of sustainable travel interchange (in partnership with 
Scotrail, Transport Scotland and Strathclyde Partnership for Transport [SPT]). The 
project involves creating improved multi-modal transport interchange arrangements 
on Muir Street to improve access to Motherwell Station and enhance the 
interchange between car/bus/bike and train. Expanded park and ride provision for 
the rail station has also been provided. The project, in conjunction with the major 
investment in Motherwell Rail Station by ScotRail, Transport Scotland and SPT, will 
encourage increased modal shift to public transport and active travel, resulting in 
road decongestion and improved local air quality within the Motherwell town centre 
Air Quality Management Area and reducing emissions from motor vehicles. 

 Motherwell Station Active Travel Links 

This project involves the delivery of active travel routes linking Motherwell Station 
with Strathclyde Park and improving existing and creating new wider town centre 



links to support the £14.5m investment at Motherwell Station. This investment will 
support delivery of the approved Active Travel Strategy and encourage modal shift, 
reduce carbon emissions, and deliver positive health benefits. The project is 
currently at design stage, with funding from SPT and Placed Based Investment 
Programme (PBIP), with delivery stage funding bids being prepared. 

 Ravenscraig Active Travel Links 

Two Active Travel routes will be developed within Ravenscraig for cycling, walking 
and wheeling, connecting Craigneuk in the south to the Park and Regional Sports 
Facility (RSF) to the north and the College to the west supporting the delivery of the 
approved Active Travel Strategy to encourage modal shift, reduce carbon missions, 
improve health and community connectivity. 

 Ravenscraig and Motherwell Active Travel Hubs 

A feasibility study and pilot project will be undertaken to establish an active travel 
hub in Motherwell town centre, and a cycling/wheeling leisure and commercial hub 
at Ravenscraig next to the Regional Sports Facility. The aim of these project is to 
encourage behavioural change and modal shift to active travel, and thereby reduce 
emissions from road traffic. Also, to provide opportunities for local cycling and 
walking groups and social enterprises to meet and deliver social and economic as 
well as participation outcomes, with a sustainable delivery model. These projects 
link to a planned cycle hub facility at the Bellshill Gateway to the country park, and 
to planned and aspirational active travel network improvements in the Motherwell-
Ravenscraig areas.  

 Bikeability Cycle Training 

A project has been undertaken to refresh and reline school playgrounds for 
Bikeability, Cycle Training.  Lines refreshed or new lining installed to teach school 
children to cycle on a simulated road within the school playground before being 
taken onto live roads. To give school children the confidence to cycle on roads, 
leading to improvements in Safety, Health and Wellbeing. 

 Cycle Stands 

Cycle Stands have been installed throughout North Lanarkshire to encourage active 
travel. (see Appendix 2). 

2.7. The historic volumes of waste that went to landfill led to a notable increase in 
methane which is one of the more potent greenhouse gases. In Scotland all bio-
degradable waste will be banned from landfill by 2025. 

 Clyde Valley Residual Waste Contract 

North Lanarkshire Council are the lead authority of a consortium of five local 
authorities - East Dunbartonshire, East Renfrewshire, North Ayrshire, North 
Lanarkshire and Renfrewshire councils to deliver improved recycling and residual 
waste treatment. The 25-year contract will deliver long-term, sustainable waste 
management of 190,000 tonnes of residual household waste annually, which 
cannot be recycled and would otherwise be sent to landfill. Through this contract, 
the waste produces renewable energy and reduces the Councils’ carbon footprints 
throughout the contract term as well as extracting valuable recyclable materials 
such as plastics and metals, should they remain in the residual waste stream. The 



Clyde Valley Contract Management Team have also been approached by other 
Councils undertaking similar procurement exercises and have shared lessons 
learned and best practice. 

2.8. Engagement with stakeholders is key to ensuring they are aware why we are taking 
climate action and what that action is. Communication and interaction encourages 
them to also take ownership and participate in both policy development and action. 

 ACT2021 events 

The Action on Climate Together 2021 events, delayed due to COVID-19, aimed to 
outline a roadmap for the council and its partners, businesses and communities to 
take realistic action to curb climate change locally in preparation for COP26 as well 
as to increase awareness of the 2030 target. The programme of events via themes 
of ‘Whose problem is it anyway’, ‘Take Positive Action to Make a Real Difference’ 
and ‘How Can We Make a Difference?’ looked to tackle key crisis issues around 
climate change including: 

 the local government as a system leader in the transition to net-zero 
 the role of schools, education and young people in promoting sustainable 

lifestyles 
 managing a transition to a zero carbon economic model 
 the role of businesses to facilitate sustainable change and growth 

2.8.1.1. The three events were a success through raising awareness and contributing to the 
development of the draft Climate Plan ACT2030. 

 Earth Hour Competition 

As part of the council’s annual engagement with education, the competition invited 
pupils from primary one through to sixth year at secondary school to be creative and 
submit poems or artwork on any aspect of climate change. The competition was a 
success, attracting over 400 entries and it proved difficult for the judges to select the 
entries that would be incorporated into the final animation which was aired for Earth 
Hour. The video was retweeted by the Worldwide Wildlife Fund and other 
organisations’ accounts. A further video was created highlighting a poem submitted 
by siblings ‘There is no plan-et B’. The EIS selected this as a piece work that was to 
be incorporated within an online exhibit, coinciding with the start of COP26, of 
pupils’ work on climate-related issues. The exhibit was open to virtual visitors from 
all over Scotland and even beyond. 

 Youth Climate Ambassador Group 

The North Lanarkshire Youth Climate Ambassador Group formed in February 2021 
is supported by youth workers from North Lanarkshire Council’s Community 
Learning and Development Team. The members, aged 13-18, all share an interest 
in climate change and environmental issues. They collaborate online on a weekly 
basis, and meeting up outdoors, face-to-face (since restrictions have allowed) to 
undertake community-based environment action. During the weekly sessions, the 
young people participate in interactive learning and discussion activities on climate 
related topics, from food to fashion, children’s Rights, UN sustainable development 
goals, weather systems, global impacts, Co2 emissions and much more. These 
sessions are delivered via video clips, quizzes, challenges, creative tasks, 
discussions and presentations, all designed to engage young people.  Much of the 



content is drawn from resources that have been collated by the youth work team 
and sourced from their own training or networks. The groups’ first project was to 
produce a short film and host a local screening. The film, ‘Dear World Leader’ was 
produced as part of the Youth Climate Film Project, an initiative delivered by Keep 
Scotland Beautiful with funding from the Scottish Government and The National 
Lottery through Screen Scotland.  

2.8.3.1. Recognised as a vital component of climate change governance within the council, 
the group also represent their peers in the NLP’s climate change working group 
‘ACT Now’ and continue to develop relationships with key climate actors such as 
the council’s Environmental Assets and the RSPB. 

2.9. Building-related emissions accounts for 44.9% of the North Lanarkshire footprint. It 
is evident that there should be a good focus improving energy efficiency, reducing 
heat demand and decarbonising heat in existing buildings. New buildings design 
should ensure that they are low carbon and limit the ‘embodied’ carbon associated 
with building materials, construction and demolition. 

 Energy Efficiency in Non-domestic Buildings 

The Council has utilised the Scottish Government’s Non-Domestic Energy Efficiency 
Framework to implement a number of upgrades to buildings. These projects have 
reduced gas and electricity consumption; reducing not only carbon emissions, but 
also associated revenue costs. This has included replacing existing boilers with 
more energy efficient boilers, upgrading lighting in schools, offices, theatres, a 
transport depot and sports centres to LED and the installation of a gas Combined 
Heat and Power (CHP) engine. These measures have also improved the internal 
environment of the buildings for users, employees and pupils. 

2.9.1.1. Remote access to heating controls installed across schools, theatres, community 
centres and offices has been increased: from 36 sites to 110. This ability to remotely 
access and programme heating controls has reduced heating consumption in the 
buildings and provided additional capacity to interrogate and update the heating 
systems, including reducing times to resolve issues/problems that may arise. The 
controls also allow the heating to be turned off over holiday periods, whilst providing 
protection from cold weather including freezing pipes and bursts.  

 Corporate Estate - Reprovisioning 

The Asset Rationalisation Programme incorporates the reprovisioning of council 
buildings that need to be replaced to accommodate future requirements and needs 
of the communities that they serve. The design of the Community Hubs looks to 
limit future building related emissions via higher efficient systems (electrical and 
heat) as well as improved design, incorporating higher levels of insulation. The 
heating and hot water target set for the Phase 1 (Newmains & St Brigid’s, Chryston, 
and Sikeside & Carnbroe) hubs are: 

 42.6% improvement on the typical NLC school stock. 
 9.2% improvement on the Passivhaus target 

2.9.2.1. The Phase two hubs which includes Orbiston are set to improve on the betterment 
of the Passivhaus target by a further 6.4% (i.e. 15.4%). 

 Existing Housing 



The council has a social housing stock of 36,7923. As a social landlord, the council 
has a responsibility to maintain and improve these properties to ensure they remain 
habitable.  Part of the continuous works includes the requirement to improve the 
energy efficiency of our tenants’ homes. 

2.9.3.1. Energy efficiency works.   

 All the towers in North Lanarkshire have had external cladding installed. 4 
Towers (Blairgrove, Merrystone, Glen and Millbrae) in Coatbridge are currently 
having their cladding replaced to current energy standards with plans to do 
Whifflet and Calder in the near future. 

 Development of a proof of concept project targeting poorer performing housing 
stock i.e. non-traditional construction type, with a view to exceeding current 
energy standards.  

 All gas boilers installed in our heating programme are rated A+, in electrical 
homes high heat retention storage heating and air source heat pumps are 
installed. 

 All window replacements are now with triple glazing rated A. 
 Photovoltaic (PV) panels are now included as part of our roofing programme and 

a retrofit programme for panels to existing roofs is being developed. 
 The majority of our non-traditional properties have external wall insulation 

installed reducing the amount of heat that escapes the properties. 

2.9.3.2. Other activities. 

 We will be piloting the use of PVs with battery storage that can reduce the 
amount of energy received for the electrical grid and has the potential to reduce 
electricity costs, depending on the utility cost fluctuations 

 Route Map prepared for Retrofitting to Housing highlighting the finance and other 
resource requirements that will be needed to meet NZC by the deadline. 

 Digital Technology being piloted using handheld devices and "near me" 
technology to increase efficiency and enable less transport requirements to be 
apparent. 

 Developed renewable technologies specs for inclusion in enterprise project. 
 We include Quality Assurance Schemes and Environmental Management 

Selection criteria as part of the SPDS ISO 14001 in our tender documentation 

 New Build Housing 

The council continues to address the requirement of additional homes to meet the 
demand for social housing in North Lanarkshire and is currently working towards its 
current target of 5,000 homes. Mindful of emerging national policy such as a ban on 
gas boilers in new build housing, fuel poverty targets and the council’s own 
commitment to reducing emissions in North Lanarkshire, the following are examples 
of projects which are designed to develop a housing that is fit for the future. 

 Providing an electric vehicle (EV) charging pillar at every new build parking court 
and charging points at homes with private driveways. The council is also 
ensuring ducting and adequate space are available on sites for fitting additional 
pillars in the future. 

 Building our first ‘Net Zero’ properties within our development of 150 new homes 
at Dykehead Road, Airdrie. These 19 ‘Net Zero’ homes are the first of their kind 
in Scotland; advanced construction methods and gas-free energy solutions 

 
3 As at 31 March 2021 



combine to reduce carbon emissions arising from lighting, heating, pumps and 
fans to a rate less than or equal to zero. They are to be fitted with 13.5kW 
batteries to store unused energy generated by photovoltaic panels. These 
batteries can also take advantage of variable energy tariffs, topping up during 
cheaper off-peak periods. Air Source Heat Pumps are also being fitted and 
These pumps consist of an external heat pump unit and an internal hot water 
storage cylinder. The equipment – part funded by the Scottish Government’s 
LCITP fund - will be monitored using remote technology to assess energy used, 
cost benefit to the tenant, and the value for the council. 

 Minimising heat loss by using mineral wool insulation and windows and doors 
exceeding requirements set out in the Building Standards. 

 Energy efficiency measures which see over 99% of the council’s new build 
homes achieve a ‘B’ Energy Efficiency Rating and over 90% achieve a ‘B’ EPC 
CO2 Rating. 

 On-Site Renewable Energy. Photovoltaic provision has been increased recently 
and homes currently being built will have an in-roof photovoltaic array which will 
reduce CO2 emissions, assist with running costs for the home, and reduce 
demand on the national grid. 

 The facilitation of ‘Active Travel’ connections being explored as standard, as part 
of the council’s new build programme. Where feasible, these connections will be 
integrated into future housing sites. 

2.10. Biodiversity is important to maintaining an ecological balance and is essential to our 
survival and of other species too. During the height of COVID-19 restrictions, the 
value of greenspaces within our communities was apparent in facilitating physical 
activity and supporting mental health. Nature also can provide solutions to 
addressing climate change through systems management and the use of these 
‘assets’ as a resource to tackling environment issues. 

 Green Growth Accelerator 

This is a Scottish Government funded development of a full business case for the 
Green Park Green Power project installing a water-source heat pump and solar 
array at Strathclyde Country Park to generate green energy to offset current usage 
and creating a third floor to the Water Sports Centre to accommodate education use 
without portacabins. 

 Wildflower Planting 

A number of areas have been identified within country parks where current short 
mown amenity grass could be converted to wildflower meadow. There are many 
benefits to wildflower meadows with the main being attracting insects, invertebrates 
(including bees), birds and mammals. There are also a good venue for engaging 
with communities and encouraging interest in the conservation of the natural 
environment. 

2.11. Strategies and plans provide us with a clear direction to achieve the goals we set as 
an organisation on behalf of our communities. Tackling and preventing further 
climate change is complex and requires a multi-strand approach to ensure that 
emission reductions are sustained, and we make good progress towards net zero. 

 Climate Plan Act2030 



Referred to earlier in this report, the Plan will look to provide a document where the 
council, its communities and other sectors can make a concerted effort to: 

 reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
 protect biodiversity including peatlands, greenspaces and woodland recognising 

their value as a nature based solutions 
 deliver inclusive solutions that address issues such as fuel poverty 
 work towards a more sustainable way of living including promoting a circular 

economy. 

2.11.1.1. A consultation on the draft plan was carried out earlier this year and this will inform 
its continued development. 

 Active Travel Strategy 

The council’s first Active Travel Strategy was approved at committee on 25 August 
2021. The Strategy aims to provide suitable infrastructure and facilities to support 
the uptake of active travel, reducing reliance on the private car. The strategy allows 
key strategic and local connections to be identified to improve walking, wheeling 
and cycling facilities across our area. By identifying missing active travel links at a 
local level, we can seek to improve connections and create ‘20 minute 
neighbourhoods’. These 20 minute neighbourhoods will allow our communities to 
reach the majority of their essential needs within a 20 minute walk of their home. 

2.11.2.1. The strategy will lead to increase levels of walking, cycling and wheeling and a 
reduction in transport related carbon emissions in North Lanarkshire. 

 Acting sustainably begins in our decision-making as consumers and the products 
we buy. Ensuring what we buy is ethical and causes no further harm to the 
environment locally or elsewhere is the basis of sustainable procurement. The 
Council’s published Procurement Strategy makes a clear commitment to 
sustainable procurement which includes specific commitments in relation to: 

 Job creation; 
 Reducing carbon emissions and waste; 
 Adoption of a Whole Lifecycle approach; 
 Energy efficient and environmentally friendly specifications; 
 Community benefits; 
 Ethical sourcing practices; and 
 Fair work first commitments.  

2.11.3.1. The Council follows the principles and guidance set out in the Scottish 
Government’s Procurement Journey which includes specific guidance on how to 
incorporate sustainability in the procurement process.  All senior members of the 
Councils Corporate Procurement have undertaken the Scottish Governments 
sustainable procurement training with the aim of promoting and supporting the 
implementation of Sustainable Public Procurement, by developing tools and 
supporting capacity building in both developed and developing countries. The 
Council aims to secure community benefits from all contracts with a total value 
greater than £1 million. In conjunction with Scottish Government, we have 
developed a range of tools to help identify and address how we can optimise the 
economic, social and environmental outcomes of their procurement activity. This 
includes the integration of both the Prioritisation Tool and Sustainability tests within 
the organisation. 



 Glasgow City Region Climate Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan 

As a member of Climate Ready Clyde (CRC) Board and subgroup, the council has 
contributed over the past three years to the development of a Regional Adaptation 
Strategy and Action Plan.   With a good understanding of the climate challenges 
and opportunities facing the region, the strategy focuses on becoming climate ready 
through sixteen Flagship Actions. These actions include the Clyde Climate Forest 
and a retrofit housing energy efficiency project demonstrating the linkage with other 
regional strategies. Along with other members of CRC the council will contribute to 
the strategy’s delivery through continued participation and resourcing. 

 Glasgow City Region Sustainable Procurement Strategy (GCR SPS) 

The council has a commitment to delivering the approved GCR SPS, with particular 
focus on SPS Objective 5 - Mitigating the impact to Climate Change. Maximise use 
of procurement within North Lanarkshire City Deal Programme to support transition 
to net zero emissions, reduce supply chain disruptions and work with supply chains 
to incentives climate resilience, mitigation efforts and build capacity.  With the direct 
intention to Reduce carbon emissions, embed SG sustainable procurement 
guidance and tools in Glasgow City Region and NLC procurement develop and 
support sustainable supply chains to ensure suppliers meet net zero objectives.  
Discussions are ongoing with corporate procurement to integrate within NL 
approach to procurement.   

 Carbon Management integration 

This is the application of Scottish Government’s Sustainability Test and Carbon 
Management Guidance into business cases, design, procurement, and 
implementation on whole life basis to the council’s City Deal programme. Currently 
agreeing Pilot exercise to fully integrate this approach into East Airdrie Link Road 
(EALR) with Scottish Government.  EALR is pre outline Business Case and is at a 
critical stage with regards reducing carbon impact and opportunities for traditional 
infrastructure moving to net zero.   

 Glasgow City Region Regional Economic Strategy (RES) 

The RES has a three Grand Challenges, one being Addressing the Challenge 
Emergency. At both a Glasgow City Region level and Local Authority level, the City 
Deal team alongside others in Planning and Regeneration, will contribute to the 
delivery by alignment with the Plan for NL and through participation in key 
Programmes in RES such as Clyde Mission, Housing retrofit, Green Business 
Support, Green Demonstrator Programme. The council are currently working in 
partnership across the region to develop detailed action plan over next 6 months for 
delivery over 2022-2030. 

 
 
3. Public Sector Equality Duty and Fairer Scotland Duty 
 
3.1 No impact. 
     

 
4. Impact 
 
4.1 Financial impact 



 
 No impact. 
 
4.2 HR policy / Legislative impact 
 
 No impact. 
 
4.3 Technology / Digital impact 
 
 No impact. 
 
4.4 Environmental impact 
 
 All the projects and activities contained within this report have been included as they 

contribute to mitigation, adaptation or the sustainability in the widest sense.  
 
4.5 Risk impact 
 
 No impact. 
 

 
5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 Annual reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in North Lanarkshire. 
 
5.2 Council achieve net zero emissions by 2030. 
 

 
6. Supporting documents 
 
6.1 Appendix 1 – Pedestrian Accessibility 
6.2 Appendix 2 – Cycle Stands 
 

 
 
 
James McKinstry  
Head of Asset & Procurement Solutions 
  



Appendix 1 Pedestrian accessibility 
Project Description Outcome 
Minch Way, Airdrie A new 3m wide pedestrian footway was 

constructed on Minch Way to improve 
pedestrian connectivity between 
Petersburn Road and the existing bus 
stop/turning circle. Four new crossing 
points were installed along the length of 
this scheme to further assist with 
pedestrian movement.   

Increase levels of 
walking, cycling and 
wheeling. 
Improve access to 
public transport 
provision. 
Reduce carbon 
emissions 

The Loaning Improved pedestrian connectivity. 
Introduction of new crossing facilities and 
widening of footways. 
Junctions upgraded to signalised 
junctions. Installation of mini 
roundabout. Resurfaced carriageways 
and footways. Relocation and 
improvement of bus stops. Street lighting 
upgrade. 
 

Increase levels of 
walking, cycling and 
wheeling. 
Upgrade school walking 
route. 
Improve access to 
public transport 
provision. 
Reduce carbon 
emissions. 
Improved drainage. 

Logans Road, Motherwell This project completed the footway 
widening North of the Loaning, 
Motherwell.  
 
Footway widening and resurfacing works 
were carried out between the bus stop at 
Motherwell Post office to the Strathclyde 
park footpath link north of Machrie 
Street. This allowed for a key school 
walking route to be upgraded to a width 
of 3m. Additional surfacing and drainage 
works were also carried out to help 
disperse water away from the entrance 
to Strathclyde park footpath link.   

Increase levels of 
walking, cycling and 
wheeling. 
Upgrade school walking 
route. 
Improve access to 
public transport 
provision. 
Reduce carbon 
emissions. 
Improved drainage. 

Lancaster Avenue, 
Chapelhall  

These works include the extension of the 
Northern footway to 3m over its entire 
length with uncontrolled tactile crossing 
points at all junctions. An additional 8 
new uncontrolled crossing points will also 
be installed on Lancaster Avenue to 
provide safer routes for pedestrians. 
Upgrades to the existing lighting on this 
street has also been carried out. 

Increase levels of 
walking, cycling and 
wheeling. 
Reduce carbon 
emissions 
Upgraded lighting 

Calderbank Installation of two no. mini roundabouts 
located on B802 Main Street at 
Crowwood Road and 
Calder Street. Installation of new signal-
controlled pedestrian crossing North of 
Park Road. Signage and Road marking at 
the formal entrance to the village. 

Increase levels of 
walking, cycling and 
wheeling. 
New pedestrian 
crossing facility. 
Reduce carbon 
emissions 



Improved road markings and signage at 
existing mini roundabout located on 
Main Street at English Row. 
 

Strathclyde Park Increased footpath width to 4m where 
possible with cleared verges of 2 – 3m on 
either side for safe unhindered 
pedestrian/cyclist movement 
 

Increase levels of 
walking, cycling and 
wheeling. 
 

Ravenscraig Footpath from new Wimpey 
development in Ravenscraig linking to 
Merry Street. Link provides a more direct 
access to public transport/bus stops on 
Merry Street, to encourage more use of 
public transport. 
 

Increase levels of 
walking, cycling and 
wheeling. 
Reduce carbon 
emissions 

Croy Installed ‘share with care’ signs on 
footpath, from Tesco at Craigmarloch, 
Cumbernauld to Croy station.  Signs 
installed to remind path users to respect 
other path users, making walking and 
cycling more attractive. 
 

Increase levels of 
walking, cycling and 
wheeling. 
Reduce carbon 
emissions 

Brownsburn Installed dropped kerbs/crossing 
points/footways to make access to 
Brownsburn Park easier.  Improved 
Access to Greenspace to encourage more 
people to use this area for their daily 
exercise to improve Health and 
Wellbeing.  

Increase levels of 
walking, cycling and 
wheeling. 
Reduce carbon 
emissions 

Newarthill Primary Installed PiPencil Bollards at Newarthill 
Primary School to prevent people parking 
on Footway near school. More attractive 
for children to walk to school with a clear 
footway on the approach to the School.  
 

Increase levels of 
walking, cycling and 
wheeling. 
Reduce carbon 
emissions 

Cycle Stands Cycle Stands installed throughout North 
Lanarkshire (number and list of locations 
attached) 

Increase levels of 
walking, cycling and 
wheeling. 
Reduce carbon 
emissions 

 
 
 
 
  



Appendix 2 Cycle Stands 
 

Location Number of hoops 
East Academy Street Carpark, Wishaw Town Centre  4 
Caledonian Road Carpark, Wishaw Town Centre  5 
Wishaw station, Car park 4 
Belhaven Road, Wishaw station 4 
West Main street, Victoria street Junction, Harthill 5 
110 West Main street, Harthill 5 
Time Capsule, Coatbridge 6 
Carpark, Stirling Street, Airdrie 5 
Station Road, Shotts 5 
Shottskirk Road Nursery, Shotts,  5 
Scarhill Street/Kirkshaws Road, Coatbridge 5 
Main Street, at post office, Salsburgh 5 
Carvale Street, Play Area, Salsburgh 5 
Park Street/Dunbeth park, Coatbridge 5 
Carpark, Outdoor Sports Centre, Langloan, Coatbridge 5 
West Hamilton Street (South), Motherwell 5 
West Hamilton Street (North), Motherwell 5 
Scott street carpark, Motherwell 5 
Menteith Road, Motherwell 5 
Heritage Centre Carpark, Motherwell 5 
Civic Centre, Windmillhill Street main entrance, Motherwell 5 
Civic Centre Camp street carpark, Motherwell 5 
Aquatic Centre Carpark, Motherwell 5 
Duchess of Hamilton Park, Motherwell 5 
Moss Road, Play Area, Cumbernauld 5 
Pivot Centre carpark, Moodiesburn 5 
Community Centre, Maree Drive, Cumbernauld 4 
Main Street, Pedestrian Area (West), Coatbridge 5 
Main Street, Pedestrian Area (East), Coatbridge 5 
Hallcraig Carpark, Airdrie 5 
Our Lady & St Joseph’s Primary, Madox Street, Glenboig 4 
Katherine Park, Forrest street, Airdrie 5 
Dykehead Road, Airdrie, 5 
Downfield Road, Pavilion, Cumbernauld 5 
Heritage Way, Summerlee Heritage Park, Coatbridge 4 
Play Area, Clouden Road, Cumbernauld 5 
Bowling Green Road, Chryston 5 
Ian Nicolson Recreation Centre, Chryston 4 
Lauchope Street/Honeywell Crescent, Chapelhall 5 
Bute Street, Wifflet Park, Coatbridge 5 
Brownsburn Nature Reserve, Gartlea Community Centre, Airdrie 5 
Brown Road, Muirfield Centre, Cumbernauld 5 
Broom Road, Play Area, Cumbernauld 5 
North Road/Emma Jay Road, Bellshill 5 
North Road, Bellshill 5 
Main Street Cardinal Newman High School, Bellshill 5 
John Street Carpark, Bellshill 4 



Gartlea Roundabout/Coats House, Airdrie Town Centre 5 
Pedestrian Area, Airdrie Town Centre 5 

 
 


