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Executive Summary 

As part of the planned ACT2021 programme of activities delivered by North Lanarkshire 
Council to mark the occasion of the COP26 international climate conference in the city of 
Glasgow, a pupil conference was convened on Thursday 28 October. 

This conference was focused on what people can do themselves to make difference. There 
were circa 8,000 pupil attendees from over 100 North Lanarkshire schools, making it, we 
believe the biggest COP 26 climate conference event in the country for children and young 
people. Part of its success was due to activities being tailored to the age ranges of pupils.  

The feedback from the conference was a powerful sign of the commitment of young people 
and will be used to plan future action across Education and Families.  

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Education and Families Committee:  

1. Note the content of this report; 
2. Endorse the work being done to highlight the on-going Climate Emergency; 
3. Commend the work of our Climate Ambassadors and schools in tackling the 

complex issues involved in climate change. 
 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 

Priority  Enhance participation, capacity, and empowerment across our 
communities 

Ambition statement (10) Engage with children, young people, parents, carers, and 
families to help all children and young people reach their full potential 



 

 

1. Background 

1.1 COP 26 is the latest in a series of international conferences which have been 
established to ensure that there is a global community response to the climate crisis. 
That the conference is being held in Glasgow means that it is of more immediate 
interest to the children of North Lanarkshire, with world leaders arriving in Scotland and 
the west of Scotland featuring prominently in news cycles. 
 

 
Web address: https://ukcop26.org/  

 
 
 

 
1.2 There is a significant body of scientific and socio-economic research from bodies such 

as the International Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) and the World Bank, which 
highlights the potentially catastrophic risks of climate change. The growth in 
temperatures over recent decades, accompanied by significant human population 
expansion, increased urbanisation, along with the growing gap between rich and poor 
(both financial and educational) means that a consensus has built up of academics 
across disciplines as regards the current and future risks to humanity. 
 

1.3 Information from the recent IPCC Report (2021) is provided in full in Appendix One, 
which members are advised is a summary report for policy makers.  
 

1.4 Figure 1 below shows the exponential rates of warming in the recent decades, 
compared to the past 2000 years, which is now well established as scientific 
consensus. 

Figure 1 
 

1.5 Figure 2 below shows that there is a close correlation between CO2 emissions and the 
increased rates in global temperatures.  

https://ukcop26.org/
https://ukcop26.org/


 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2 
 

1.6 North Lanarkshire Council declared its own Climate Emergency in 2019, following a 
motion to Full Council. This political commitment to tackle the climate issues locally is 
a powerful demonstration of political leadership with cross party support. 
 

1.7 North Lanarkshire Council has made extensive plans for COP26 as part of the build up 
to the international conference, in light of the locally declared Climate Change 
Emergency: 
 

• Earth Hour Schools Competition: Earth Hour Poem on Vimeo; Earth Hour 2021 Pupil 
Competition on Vimeo 

• ACT2021 Programme of Events (virtual conferences): 
o Staff, elected members and partners focussed event in May – ‘Whose 

problem is it anyway’1 
o Business event in September – ‘Take positive action NOW to make a real 

difference’ 
o Education, pupil focussed event – ‘How can we make a difference’ and 

digital image competition launch and resource development: 1981 - ACT21 
Conference Video (vimeo.com);  

• Draft Climate Plan Consultation 

• Communication – escalation of social media posts and dedicated webpage 
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/cop26-glasgow 

 
1.8 The Service is currently working up plans for the future to ensure that it enacts the 

political imperative to address the climate emergency. These plans will feature in future 
programmes of work and budget setting processes. 
 

 
2. Report 

Conference Programme 

2.1 To ensure that the conference was applicable to as many children and young people 
as possible, it was decided that we would differentiate activities to meet the 
requirements of different age ranges. It was also decided that there would be a key 

 
1 First two events, delivered in partnership with EQUANS. 

https://vimeo.com/639004169
https://vimeo.com/524295581
https://vimeo.com/524295581
https://vimeo.com/638412244/39fcf87bcf
https://vimeo.com/638412244/39fcf87bcf
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/cop26-glasgow


 

 

note speaker who would thread the conference messages about science and 
citizenship together throughout the programme. To ensure that there was a clear signal 
of the importance of the conference to everyone involved, the Convener and Executive 
Director of Education and Families both participated in the programme. Lastly, it was 
felt to be important that we incorporated the voices of teachers, pupils and external 
expert partners throughout the programme. Overall this was a challenging ask, but as 
the conference programme in Appendix A shows, this was achieved. 
 

2.1.1 The conference was planned in four sessions for four different age ranges: 
 

• P1 – P3 

• P4 – P7 

• S1 – S3 

• S4 – S6 
 
This allowed the various contributors to tailor their approach to meet the requirements 
of these age ranges and also for a great number of teachers and pupils to ‘buy in’ since 
the offering would be be-spoke to the age range and therefore more applicable to them. 
The full conference programme is described in Appendix Two. 
 

2.1.2 The key-note speaker was Dr Heather Reid, who combines skills as a meteorologist 
and physicist with her background as a television presenter and her on-going interest 
in education young people about climate issues and Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) 
 

2.1.3 As part of the conference, a personally recorded message was played to pupils from 
David MacMillian, Nobel Prize winner for Chemistry and former pupil of New Stevenson 
Primary and Bellshill Academy. The video message can be viewed at the following link: 

David MacMillan for North Lanarkshire 

 

2.1.4 There were a number of contributors to the conference who provided inputs throughout 
the day. These included: 
 

• Teachers from North Lanarkshire Schools 

• Youth Climate Ambassadors 

• Representatives of the National Park of Scotland 
 

Session One (P1 – P3) 
 

St Michael’s PS: Storytelling 
 

Kilsyth PS: Poetry 
 

 Session Two (P4 – P7)   

Climate Ambassadors: Footsteps or Fuel? St Mary’s PS: See Our World 

Gartcosh Primary School: Renewable Energy Climate Ambassadors: Footsteps or Fuel? 

Session Three (S1 – S3)   

Climate Ambassadors: Living Sustainably St. Aidan’s HS: The Geography of Climate 
Change 

Greenfaulds HS: Climate Emergency Action  Climate Ambassadors: Living Sustainably 

 Session Four (S4 – S6)  Ticket 2 & 4 

Greenfaulds HS: Climate Emergency Action  National Park: Net Zero 

St. Aidan’s HS: Geography and climate 
justice 

Cumbernauld Academy: Clean Transport 

https://vimeo.com/638854116/deab18d371


 

 

 

2.1.5 Following the event, the Educational Institute for Scotland made a specific request for 
the video that two sisters took part in a North Lanarkshire 'Action on Climate Together 
event' where they presented their poem, ‘theres no plan-et B’ they had both co-
authored.  
 

2.1.6 The Young Climate Ambassadors received a highly commended award in the national 
Learning for Sustainability Award Community Learning and Development Award 2021 
organised by Education Scotland and the Daily Record. The award recognises the 
achievements of community learning and development providers to build a socially-
just, sustainable and equitable society. 
 

Information on Attendance 

2.2 There were high levels of pupil attendance at the conference throughout the day, 
vindicating the planning decisions that were taking to make the conference as 
applicable as possible to different age ranges. The overall figure of almost 8,000 pupils 
is unique in Scotland for any such event and this is especially significant given that over 
80 schools were involved in the day’s activities. 
 

2.2.1 The table below shows the uptake for the conference: 
 

Event Attendees 

Session: P1 – P3 2913 

Session: P4 – P7 4630 

Session: S1 – S3 171 

Session: S4 – S6 191 

 
2.2.2 The table below shows the numbers of participating schools by sector: 

 

Sector Number of Schools 

Primary 84 

Secondary 14 

ASN 2 

Total 100 

 
2.2.3 In addition, there were 30 young people involved in pre-event filming activities and in 

delivering conference activities on the day. The large numbers involved shows the 
extent of the buy-in of 7904 children and young people to the climate change agenda 
and to the aspirations of COP 26. However, it also helps them understand the context 
of the Council’s own climate emergency. 

 
Feedback from Pupils 

2.3 There were a number of polls taken during the conference which show the opinions of 
pupils on a number of issues involved in the climate change debate. Some of these 
focused in specifically on the behaviours of individuals and what can be done to 
address these and change them.  
 

2.3.1 The tables provided in Appendix Three show the opinions of children and young people 
towards the issue of climate change and their broad buy in to the project of taking action 
in support of improving the global climate and sustainability.  



 

 

Next Steps 

2.4 The service is planning a range of developments post COP26 relating to STEM, green 
energy and learning for sustainability, which will feature in future reports to committee. 
The service is also working to develop its plans to contribute to the overall council policy 
as regards reducing carbon emissions. 

2.5 The service will also build on the award-winning practice which is already taking place 
in North Lanarkshire. Two excellent projects recently achieved success at the Learning 
for Sustainability Award organised by Education Scotland and the Daily Record at the 
beginning of the COP26 summit, to recognise commitment to learning and tackling 
climate change.   

 
Award Winners  

2.5.1 The Intergenerational Forget Me Not Gardening Group supported by Community 

Learning and Development and based within Kildrum Family Learning Centre’s eco 

garden the group is made up of children, parents, and members from Cumbernauld 

Action Care for the Elderly.  They have achieved positive developments in community 

pride, neighbourhood relationships and intergenerational learning that links to climate 

change, contact with nature and health and well-being and are this year’s award 

winners.  After receiving their award children were asked what they would like to do 

next: 

“Paint stones and make outdoor art in the community.  We would like to make the 

community look nice” 

“Recycle pieces of paper and boxes.  Think of good uses for these” 

Quotes from parents.  

“The impact over the past year has taught us that you can be more self-sufficient.  

You can grow veg as a family.  Being more aware of the imprint of the environment.  

Going forward we recycle more” 

“As a family we have been outdoors more, great for our mental health. Learning as a 

family.  We will continue to grow and teach our friends and family” 

“I never thought I would be able to grow anything.  I now give my neighbours tips and 

pass on veg” 

 

Highly Commended 

2.5.2 The NL Youth Climate Ambassador Group was set up to undertake community based 

environmental action, engaging on issues such as sustainable food and fashion, 

children’s rights, UN Sustainable Development Goals, weather systems, global 

impact, CO2emissions and more. The group went on to produce a short film Dear 

World Leaders as part of the Youth Climate Film Project, outlining key climate action 

requests to world leaders set to attend COP26. The group are emerging as an 

influential voice of young people in relation to climate action.  

 

3. Public Sector Equality Duty and Fairer Scotland Duty 

3.1  There is no equality or fairer Scotland impact to this report.   

 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8pACPmFNMc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8pACPmFNMc


 

 

4. Impact 
 
4.1 Financial Impact 

The Service will plan its response to the on-going climate emergency in light of the 
resources available to it and will seek to ensure that it achieves best value in relation 
to these plans. However, there are no new direct financial impacts from the current 
report.  
 

4.2 HR policy / Legislative impact 
The work is being done as part of the North Lanarkshire Climate Emergency Planning.
 There is no HR or legislative impact as a result of these recommendations.  
 

4.3 Technology / Digital impact 
 The conference was delivered on-line to all participating schools and was an example 

of best practice in digital learning. That a number of conference contributions were by 
teachers and pupils, shows the extent to which the confidence of practitioners with 
digital learning is growing.   
 

4.4 Environmental impact 
 The purpose of the conference was to highlight a range of environmental impact and 

to raise awareness of this in children and young people, as well as to secure buy in for 
future policy developments in this area. 

 
4.5 Communications impact 
 There was a clearly coordinated communications strategy incorporating all media 

channels to advertise and celebrate the event. There is an on-going communications 
plan for the climate emergency. 

 
4.6 Risk impact  

 Consideration was given to various risks in planning the programme, mainly to do with 
uptake and the efficacy of the digital learning arrangements. All risks were effectively 
dealt with by the planning team across Education and Families and Enterprise and 
Communities.  

 

5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 High levels of participation of children and young people in the conference programme. 
 
5.2 Effective delivery of the conference programme and string evaluation feedback from 

participants. 

 

6. Supporting documents 
 
6.1 Appendix 1: IPCC 2021 Summary Report for Policy Makers: 

IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM_final.pdf 
6.2 Appendix 2: ACT “021 Programme 

6.3 Appendix 3: Report on Pupil Conference Feedback 

          

 

Derek Brown     James McKinstry 
Executive Director    Head of Asset and Procurement Solutions 
 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM_final.pdf


 

 

Appendix Two 

 

ACT 2021 Programme 
 
Children and Young People’s virtual conference on climate change: ‘How can 
we make a difference?’ 
Thursday 28th October: 9.05am - 3.40pm 
(virtual event doors open at 8am) 
 
 
Programme – session no.1 
 
9:05 Welcome 

Derek Brown, Executive Director of Education and Families, North Lanarkshire 
Council 
 
9:10 Introduction to Act 2021 

Dr Heather Reid OBE 
 
9:15 Guest Speaker 

Dr Heather Reid OBE 
‘Our Changing Climate’ 

 
9:25 Workshop 1: 

Mhairi Stevenson – St Michael’s PS, Moodiesburn: Storytelling 
 Nature 
 
9:45 Workshop 2:  

Louise Duncan – Kilsyth PS: Poetry 
The lost words nature poetry 

 
10:05 Overview with Dr Heather Reid OBE and North Lanarkshire Youth Climate 
Ambassadors 
 (SLIDO + video) – note not to include this line 
 
10:20 Close of Thanks 

Councillor Frank McNally, Convener of Education and Families, North Lanarkshire 
Council 
 
10:25 Session close / EXPO open 
 
 
Programme – session no.2 
 
10:45 Welcome 

Derek Brown, Executive Director of Education and Families, North Lanarkshire 
Council 
 
10:50 Introduction to Act 2021 

Dr Heather Reid OBE 
 
10:55 Guest Speaker 

Dr Heather Reid OBE 
‘Our Changing Climate’ 



 

 

 
11:05 Workshops: 

1. North Lanarkshire Youth Climate Ambassadors: Footsteps or Fuel? 
Explore the impact that transport and travel has on the environment 

 
2. Paula Brazil – St Mary’s PS, Cumbernauld: See Our World 

Looking at the impact of climate change on nature 
 
11:25 Workshops: 

3. Stuart Naismith – Gartcosh Primary School: Renewable Energy 
Exploring the different methods of green energy  

 
4. North Lanarkshire Youth Climate Ambassadors: Footsteps or Fuel? 

Explore the impact that transport and travel has on the environment  
 
11:45 Overview with Dr Heather Reid OBE and North Lanarkshire Young Ambassadors 
 (SLIDO + video) – note not to include this line 
 
12:00 Close of Thanks 

Councillor Frank McNally, Convener of Education and Families, North Lanarkshire 
Council 
 
12:05 Session close / EXPO open 
 
 
Programme – session no.3 
 
1:00 Welcome 

Derek Brown, Executive Director of Education and Families, North Lanarkshire 
Council 
 
1:05 Introduction to Act 2021 

Dr Heather Reid OBE 
 
1:10 Guest Speaker 

Dr Heather Reid OBE 
‘Our Changing Climate’ 

 
1:20 Workshops: 

1. North Lanarkshire Youth Climate Ambassadors: Living Sustainably 
Lifestyles with a focus on food and fashion 

 
2. Lucy Kelly – St. Aidan’s HS, Wishaw: Geography and Climate Justice 

Explore the impact of climate change in our country and across the world 
 
1:40 Workshops: 

3. Laura Meikle – Greenfaulds HS (Eco Schools), Cumbernauld: Climate Emergency 
Action Week 
Raising awareness of climate change causes; the effects and actions that we can 
take individually and collectively 
 

4. North Lanarkshire Youth Climate Ambassadors: Living Sustainably 
Lifestyles with a focus on food and fashion 
 

 
2:00 Overview with Dr Heather Reid OBE and North Lanarkshire Young Ambassadors 
 (SLIDO + video) – note not to include this line 



 

 

 
2:15 Close of Thanks 

Councillor Frank McNally, Convener of Education and Families, North Lanarkshire 
Council 
 
2:20 Session close / EXPO open 
 
 
Programme – session no.4 
 
2:30 Welcome 

Derek Brown, Executive Director of Education and Families, North Lanarkshire 
Council 
 
2:35 Introduction to Act 2021 

Dr Heather Reid OBE 
 
2:40 Guest Speaker 

Dr Heather Reid OBE 
‘Our Changing Climate’ 

 
2:50 Workshops: 

1. Laura Meikle – Greenfaulds HS (Eco Schools): Climate Emergency Action Week 
Raising awareness of climate change causes; the effects and actions that we can 
take individually and collectively  

 
2. Alison Cush – Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park: Net Zero in the 

National Park 
Exploring reducing emissions 

 
3:10 Workshops: 

3. Lucy Kelly – St. Aidan’s HS, Wishaw: Geography and Climate Justice 
Explore the impact of climate change in our country and across the world 
 

4. Dana Murray – Cumbernauld Academy: Clean Transport for Reducing Climate 
Change 
This workshop will look at some of the climate concerns surrounding transport 

 
3:30 Overview with Dr Heather Reid OBE and North Lanarkshire Young Ambassadors 
 (SLIDO + video)  
 
3:40 Close of Thanks 

Councillor Frank McNally, Convener of Education and Families, North Lanarkshire 
Council 
 
3:45 Event close 
 
4:00 EXPO close 
 
  



 

 

Appendix Three 
 
This report on pupil feedback from the conference.  
 
 

Section A: Pre-Conference Planning  

The tables below give the pre-conference feedback to a number of questions by pupils. The 
questions were asked as part of the conference planning, They give an indication of the levels 
of concern about issues by pupils and were used by officers in shaping the activities.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Section B: Conference Feedback 

The tables and charts shown here were derived from pupils on the day of the conference. They 

illustrate the responses of the pupils involved to the conference activities. 

 

 

 

 
What can children and young people do to reduce climate change? 

 

 

  



 

 

The two tables on this page show the different attitudes of children in primary and secondary to the 

conference. The sample size of secondary pupils is smaller, but still involves several hundred young 

people. 

 

 

 

 

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00%

A little

A lot

sometimes

Are you worreid about climate change?

Secondary Primary



 

 

The chart below shows that the conference attendees were clear about the activities that they could 

undertake, which would make a positive contribution to the climate agenda. 

 

 
 

 
 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Turn off Lights

Close doors immediately so heat does not escape

Instead of taking a bath take a shower

Walk, cycle or wheel if you can

Turn off computer when not in use

Ask your parents not to leave the car runnig
needlessly

Use less water, turn off taps fully

Actions to take to reduce climate change 


