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20 September 2021 at 10 am. 
 

A Remote Meeting of the COMMUNITY  SAFETY  PARTNERSHIP  FORUM 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Campbell, Convener; Councillors Douglas, Hogg, and Lennon. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Campbell (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Head of Communities; Community Partnership Manager, and Administrative Officer, North Lanarkshire 
Council. 
 
Chief Superintendent Alan Waddell, Police Scotland. 
 
Local Senior Officer, Stephen Wright and Group Manager, Martyn Brandrick, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Duffy and Reddin. 
 
 
DECLARATIONS  OF  INTEREST  IN  TERMS  OF  THE  ETHICAL  STANDARDS  IN  PUBLIC  LIFE  ETC.  
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  2000 
 
1. No declarations were made. 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY  SAFETY  PARTNERSHIP  FORUM  -  MINUTE 
 
2. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Community Safety Partnership Forum held on 

24 May 2021.   
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved. 
 
 
 
SCOTTISH  FIRE  AND  RESCUE  SERVICE  -  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  PERFORMANCE  REPORT 
 
3. There was submitted a report by the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) providing an overview 

of performance for the period April to June 2021, which provided statistical information on key priority 
areas compared with the corresponding period from the previous year, together with the three year 
average. 

 
Local Senior Officer, Stephen Wright then outlined the key points of note from each of the priority 
areas, and provided details of (a) the continuing work of the North Lanarkshire Fire Crews and 
Prevention and Protection staff to complete the high number of Home Fire Safety Visits; (b) ongoing 
activities to tackle deliberate fire setting, as well as the establishment of an action group and work with 
local partners to help reduce demand on the respective resources; (c) the support provided by Fire 
Crews to the Time to Tackle initiative which had been organised and hosted by Motherwell Football 
Club, which coupled football training with mental health awareness; (d) work to target schools within 
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identified hotspot areas to engage with young people and raise awareness around deliberate fire 
setting, road safety and water safety in the lead up to the school holidays; (e) recent community 
engagement events and initiatives that had been carried out with local partner organisations to raise 
awareness of water safety, suicide prevention, and road safety; (f) work to develop a Water Safety 
Strategy and also review the Partnership Approach to Water Safety (PAWS) in relation to two recent 
water emergency incidents, with the PAWS process building upon existing good practices currently 
undertaken by partner agencies across Scotland to allocate responsibilities in a clear framework 
agreeable to all agencies concerned, that would lead to a co-ordinated and proactive approach to 
assist in the delivery of an emergency response to, and education in the prevention of, water 
emergency incidents that would be consistent with the targets of Scotland’s Drowning Prevention 
Strategy; (g) the Unwanted Fire Alarm Signals (UFAS) Time for Change public consultation, the 
outcomes of which would inform a final business case to allow a decision to be made by the SFRS 
Board on a preferred option on how the SFRS responds to Unwanted Fire Alarm Signals, and (h) 
engagement with local partners and community groups to provide an overview of the change in the 
new smoke detection standards, with Fire Crews and community safety personnel beginning to fit the 
new standard alarms to vulnerable members of the community that met the set criteria 
 
Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 
 

 
 
POLICE  SCOTLAND  -  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  PERFORMANCE  REPORT 
 
4. There was submitted a report by Police Scotland (1) outlining policing performance and activity in 

North Lanarkshire for the period April to June 2021 compared with the corresponding period from the 
previous year; (2) focusing on the priorities contained within the Local Policing Plan 2020-2023; 
(3) providing statistical information to assess the effectiveness of the local police plan in terms of 
priorities, performance and community engagement, and (4) presenting some qualitive data to give an 
oversight of activities that had taken place across the authority area. 

 
Chief Superintendent Alan Waddell then outlined the key points of note from each of the policing 
priorities and provided further detail on various aspects of the operational performance of Police 
Scotland in North Lanarkshire, including details of (a) the creation of a local working group with partner 
agencies including the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and North Lanarkshire Council’s Housing 
and Environmental Health Teams, in response to recent anti-social behaviour and disorder in the 
Craigneuk area, with preventative and enforcement tactics having been used to provide reassurance 
to the community that the Council and partners had a zero tolerance approach towards those engaging 
in anti-social behaviour; (b) Operation MOTOX, which had been jointly funded by the Council, to 
support the ongoing need to tackle the anti-social behaviour caused by Off Road Motorcycles, with 
Police Officers from Wishaw and Shotts having carried out enquiries to trace individuals responsible 
for the illegal off road use of motorcycles and quad bikes, and subsequently a number vehicles had 
been seized and road traffic charges preferred; (c) the partnership funding of bike marking kits which 
had enabled a number of Bike Register events to take place in an effort to reduce cycle thefts, identify 
stolen bikes and assist in recovery, and (d) partnership work with the SPL and Motherwell FC in an 
innovative 16 week programme entitled the “Off the Bench” project which was an alternative to 
prosecution for participants aged 18-24 who had engaged in any form of anti-social behaviour or minor 
offending in or around football stadiums. 
 
Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 
 

 
 
OVERVIEW OF HOW THE PROVISION OF PLAY AND RECREATION FACILITIES SUPPORTS 
COMMUNITY  SAFETY 
 

5. There was submitted a report by the Head of Communities (1) providing an overview of how the 
provision of play and recreation facilities in local communities supported community safety; (2) 
advising that there had been significant investment in a range of play and recreation facilities across 
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all localities, including equipped play areas, multi use games areas (MUGAs) and wheeled sports 
areas; (3) intimating that in financial year 2020/21 over £50,000 had been invested from a number of 
sources including the Local Development Programme, financial contributions from private housing 
developers in lieu of onsite play provision, plus funding from the Campsies Board; (4) indicating that 
play areas had ranged in budget from £30,000 to £150,000, and (5) highlighting the positive impact of 
the investment in play and recreation facilities in local communities and the range of issues which the 
provision had impacted. 

 
Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 


