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To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From:DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

2 -7 AGENDA ITEM No, W-B 

Subject: Consultation : Review of 
Procedures for Handling 
Food Poisoning Outbreaks 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Date: 5 March 1997 Ref 040mhlmr 

I refer to recent correspondence from The Scottish Office, Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Fisheries, inviting local authorities to review their procedures for handling 
food poisoning outbreaks, following the publication of the Interim Report from the 
Pennington Group. 

A response appropriate to the current circumstances was forwarded to the Scottish Office 
within the specified timescales, a copy of which is appended. As outlined in this response, 
further detailed work is nearing completion on redrafting a Joint Outbreak Control Plan(s) in 
conjunction with local and adjacent Health Boards and Councils. In due course, it is 
proposed to present a draft of such a revised plan to Committee for approval. 

. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee homologates the action taken in responding to the 
Scottish Office and otherwise notes the contents of the report. 

L I 

M.L. Hutton 
Director of Environmental Services 
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Department of 
86 Graham Street 
Airdrie ML5 6 D B  

RTH Environmental Services 
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LANARKSHIRE 
COUNCIL 
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Our Ref 036MHCJL Contact: Mr McKenzie L Hutton 
Your Ref Telephone: 01236751217 
Date: 18 February 97 F a :  01236747345 Director of Environmental Services 

McKenzie L. Hutton 
The Scottish Office, 
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Fisheries 
Pentland House 
47 Robb‘s Loan 
Edinburgh 
EH14 ITY 

For the attention of Mr J R Wildgoose. 

Dear Sir 

REVIEW OF PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING FOOD POISONING OUTBREAKS 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

I refer to your recent correspondence inviting local authorities and health boards to review their procedures for 
handling food poisoning outbreaks, in light of the recommendations contained within the interim report 
produced by Professor Pennington‘s group. I have provided a summary of the current position in relation to 
this matter and the progress which has been made to date in reviewing the specific issues which have been 
raised in your correspondence. 

Background 
Each of the former District Councils now aggregated within North Lanarkshire Council was the designated 
Food Authority in terms of the Food Safety Act 1990 and had been consulted by the relevant health board who 
had responsibility to draw up co-ordinated outbreak control or management plans. Details are as undernoted:- 

Lanarkshire Health Board : Motherwell District Council 
Monklands District Council 
Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District Council 

Glasgow Health Board : Strathkelvin District Council 

I can confirm that major outbreak control plans for communicable disease within the community have been in 
place for a number of years. 

As you will be aware, the Scottish Office, Home and Health Department in 1991 issued formal guidance to 
health boards and local authorities, following changes to health board management structures and new food 
safety legislation. This guidance was contained within ‘The Investigation and Control of Foodborne and 
Waterborne Disease in Scotland’, the underlying principles of which were incorporated within the original 
joint outbreak control plans. In January 1996, the Scottish Office, Department of Health issued updated 
guidance entitled ‘The Investigation and Control of Outbreaks of Foodborne Disease in Scotland’, compiled by 
a Sub Committee of the Advisory Group on Infection, Public Policy Unit. The principles contained within the 
latest guidance continue to be considered acceptable and more specifically the organisational arrangements 
contained within Chapter Two which details the responsibilities of health boards and local authorities and their 
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statutory duty to co-operate with each other. However, the opportunity is now being taken in the review 
process of the existing joint outbreak control plans to refine details and incorporate amendments to 
management and operational matters which it is considered would benefit from such action. 

Issues L2.3 and 4 
As previously outlined above, North Lanarkshire is predominately within the area of the Lanarkshire Health 
Board with approximately 12% of its population within the area of the Greater Glasgow Health Board. The 
undernoted details provide a brief summary of progress to date in updating existing joint outbreak control 
plans. 

Liaison with Lanarkshire Health Board and South Lanarkshire Council has provisionally agreed:- 

- To accept the broad principles contained within the 1996 guidance referred to above, as it relates to 
organisational arrangements, subject to further liaison with the Greater Glasgow Health Board and tk 
undernoted recommendations. 

To recommend that the Outbreak Control Team should be led by a designated officer who would 
normally be the Consultant in Public Health Medicine who would also be the Designated Medical 
Officer. 

To recommend that the Outbreak Control Team should be constituted to establish a small executive or 
core group, comprising the team leader / chairman of the Outbreak Control Team, the Environmental 
Health professional and Microbiologist / Specialist, for the purpose of resolving issues of a legal / 
confidential nature. 

To recommend that the respective policy making bodies, viz. the Health Boards and the Unitary 
Councils formally agree to delegated authority being provided to the relevant officers, specific to their 
roles within a joint outbreak control team. 

To recommend that the relevant officers have sufficient delegated authority to access internal and 
external resources and information to conduct all investigations etc. in a timeous manner which 
recognises the protection of public health as a core value. 

To recommend that the broad principles of emergency planning are incorporated within outbreak 
control plans, viz. practical testing on a annual basis. It is recommended that realistic, practical - 
exercises rather than a limited, desk-top theoretical test, would be more beneficial to all participants. 

The Greater Glasgow Health Board has produced an up-dated draft outbreak control plan which has been 
received within the last few days by Lanarkshire Health Board and North Lanarkshire Council. It is 
proposed to respond immediately to this document following further liaison with Lanarkshire Health 
Board and South Lanarkshire Council. This liaison will ensure that a consistent approach is taken to the 
review process and the finalisation of joint outbreak control plans, to maximise the protection of public 
health prior to and during outbreaks of food poisoning. 

The above response attempts to address the specific issues raised in your correspondence. However as 
indicated above, the detailed review of both outbreak control plans which impact upon North Lanarkshire is 
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currently being addressed, which will result in final or final draft plans being available in the near future. 
Elements of these plans which relate to the issues raised in your correspondence may differ in some form to 
the comments which I have incorporated above, however I will undertake to advise you immediately whenever 
documents are completed. 

I hope that this response is adequate for your current needs, however some form of further correspondence or 
contact may be considered appropriate in the near future. 

Yours faithfully 

McKENZIE L HUTTON 
Director of Environmental Services 




