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Introduction

The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 provides a framework for local scrutiny arrangements between 
Police Scotland, the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and the Local Authority.  This report provides members of 
the Community Safety Partnership Forum with an update in respect of policing in North Lanarkshire and affords 
members an opportunity to consider how effectively police are working alongside partners to collectively 

improve local communities.  

Matters considered in this report include statistical information from Police Scotland regarding the council area to 
assess effectiveness of the local police plan in terms of the priorities, performance and community engagement.  
It also includes some qualitative data to give an oversight of activities which are taking place across the authority 
area.

The presentation of the report reflects the priorities outlined in the Local Police Plan 2020 – 2023, which is 

summarised on the following page.

During the last quarter, we emerged from the public health emergency and for the first time in a while we were 
faced with policing events such as the delayed Euro 2020 Championships. Locally crowds returned to football 
matches, the night time economy picked up and parades and marches re-commenced. In advance of COP 26 
a number of our officers were seconded to Public Order training to support colleagues from around the country 
in safely delivering this event. This meant that, our resources were flexed and revisions made to our divisional plans 
to ensure our daily business in policing the communities of North Lanarkshire was not adversely affected. 

This report reviews the second quarter of what has been a challenging year so far.  Our services and communities 
pulled together on many fronts and the strengths of our partnerships were demonstrated on a daily basis.
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Local Police Plan on a Page
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Crimes of violence remain a key priority. All reports are

reviewed, all forensic opportunities explored and every effort

is made to bring offenders to justice, all while supporting

those affected and recognising the impact on them. Due to

the focus on reducing violence and disorder the number of

serious assaults decreased by 6.9% from the same period last

year. A number of investigations are ongoing and detection

rates will rise further as enquiries progress.

Crimes of robbery and assault with intent to rob have
decreased by 15.9%. Almost three quarters of all robberies
and assaults with intent to rob have been detected (73.0%).
Due to the impact on victims, all robbery reports are treated

as a priority. They are reviewed and scrutinised by CID in
order that trends can be quickly identified and tasked
appropriately.

Robbery & assault
with intent to rob 

detections increased by
0.2% to 73.0%

Serious assaults 

decreased by 6.9%
(10 fewer)

Robbery & assault 
with intent to Rob 

decreased by 15.9% 
(7 fewer)
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Crimes of violence have increased by 5.3% (15 more crimes).
Lanarkshire Division Analysts and Officers routinely review
data and intelligence around violent crime to identify ‘hot
spots’, repeat offenders and repeat victims. This allows
focused, intelligence led pro active patrols by officers to
tackle existing and emerging issues. Local warrants and Bail
Curfew initiatives have taken place over the reporting period
ensuring violent offenders are both monitored and arrested.

Across North Lanarkshire, 442 warrants were executed during
this reporting period.



Number of hate 
crimes recorded

down 8.2%

Hate Crimes are wholly unacceptable and are investigated
thoroughly. The number of hate crimes recorded is down and
almost two thirds (65.3%) of all hate crimes reported were
detected. Positive lines of enquiry are being followed in
connection with a number of outstanding hate crimes which will
see detection rates rise further. Safer Communities officers continue
to focus on prevention activity, maximising the use of social media
to reach the widest possible audience. School Liaison Officers
regularly provide inputs in secondary schools across Lanarkshire to
increase awareness and understanding of the impact of such
crimes, while encouraging open conversation and the confidence
to report incidents.

Our focus on reducing violence and disorder has led to a
reduction in common assaults (66 fewer victims) when compared
to the same period last year, with over two thirds (68.4%) being
detected. Sadly, there were 288 assaults against emergency
workers. Although this represents a reduction of 33.8% from the
previous year and is as a result of new officer safety techniques
and strong data analysis, each crime is an attack on a public
servant at work and is abhorrent.
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Common assaults 
reduced by 3.5%

(66 fewer)

Assaults on 
emergency workers 

reduced by 
33.8%

1 Murder since April 
2021

(4 fewer)

There has been 1 murder since April 2021, occurring in Airdrie,
which has been detected and the accused remanded in
custody. Although this is a welcome reduction compared to the
previous year (4 fewer crimes), any loss of life is a tragedy and
we are relentless in our pursuit of those who commit such heinous
crimes.



Sexual crimes
detection rates rose

by 3.3%

The number of sexual crimes reported decreased slightly (5 fewer) compared to
last year and detection rates increased by 3.3%. Analytical work showed 1 in 7
crimes refer to online communications and the sharing of intimate images, a
slight decrease from last year. During the pandemic there has been an
increase in such reports. Lanarkshire officers have provided online safety
awareness inputs in schools across North Lanarkshire and social media
continues to be utilised to highlight the risks, encourage reporting and signpost
support agencies.

OFFICIAL
6

The number of rapes reported remains unchanged from last year (62 crimes).
Although detection rates decreased it is recognised that many of these reports
were non-recent offences. Despite the challenges associated with these crimes
our dedicated, diligent investigators from our Rape Investigation Unit continue
to explore every opportunity to bring offenders to justice. This is a key strand in
our Local Policing Plan and will remain a priority.

Our focus on tackling domestic abuse has seen the total number of crimes and
offences decrease by 6.6%. Notably almost two thirds (61.0%) of all crimes and
offences relating to domestic abuse incidents were detected. In every case
the victim is at the heart of the investigation and treated with care and
compassion.

Between July and September 2021, 68 applications were made under the
Disclosure Scheme for Domestic Abuse Scotland. Of these, 50 related to the
Power To Tell and 18 related to the Right to Ask. 47 (69%) disclosures were
made to individuals who were deemed to be at risk of domestic abuse. A total
of 137 women were referred to the North Lanarkshire Multi-Agency Risk
Assessment Conference (MARAC) process, a third were repeat victims.

Crimes and offences
in domestic abuse 

incidents decreased 
by 6.6% 

The number of 
rapes reported 

remained the same  
(62 reports) 
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The Vulnerable Witnesses (Criminal Evidence)(Scotland) Act 2019 created a new legislation to ensure that any
child witness under 18yrs giving evidence in the most serious cases in the High Court will be allowed to have it
pre-recorded, intending to spare them the potential trauma of giving evidence during a trial.

The new Scottish Child Interview Model (SCIM) aims to improve the quality of this evidence so that it could be
used as evidence in chief and also improve children’s experiences of child protection and court processes. This
work is being led by local authorities and Police Scotland who both have statutory responsibility for the
investigation of concerns about children. Lanarkshire lead the way and the first dedicated Joint Investigative
Interview (JII) team in Scotland, was created in February 2020.

Between July and September 2021 the Lanarkshire JII team completed 119 child interviews, 109 of which were
under SCIM for rape, sexual offences and other serious crimes.

The team play a vital role in protecting children and young people, their professionalism was recently
recognised by the Cabinet Secretary for Justice who presented them with graduation certificates, the course
having been credit rated by the Scottish Police College at SCQF 9, equivalent to a graduate diploma or
Professional Development Award.



Lanarkshire Road Policing Officers have continued to safeguard our road network.
The easing of pandemic related restrictions has seen traffic levels returning to pre-
COVID levels. Our Road Policing officers’ focus has remained on driver
engagement through education and enforcement action was only taken where
necessary.

A motorcycle safety campaign ran until the end of September with weekends of
action focusing on rural routes which are attractive to summer motorcyclists.
Operation Snaith, a multi-agency campaign with the Driver and Vehicle
Standards Agency, Home Office Immigration, Trading Standards and the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency, took place in August. It focused on road traffic
offences and intelligence gathering. Two vulnerable road user campaigns also
ran during this reporting period: one focussing on pedestrians and cyclists and the
other on driver behaviour in the immediate vicinity of our schools.
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• 20.5% decrease in detections for speeding (145 fewer)
• 41.2% decrease in mobile phone offences (28 fewer)
• 69.0% increase in seat belt offences (29 more)
• 24.3% decrease in dangerous driving (35 fewer)
• 36.0% decrease in insurance offences ( 285 fewer)
• 20.6% decrease in driving licence offences (52 fewer)

There were 5 fatal road accidents within this period. Lanarkshire Division in
partnership with SFRS have launched an online ‘New Driver Scheme’ presentation.
This is targeted at young and soon to be drivers aged 16 to 24. The input is
available to all secondary schools with a view to influencing driver behaviour
while educating on road hazards and dangers. The number of people who were
seriously injured as a result of a road traffic collision decreased by 26.5%. There
was 1 child tragically killed in this period and there were 4 children seriously injured
which remains unchanged from last year.

26.5% decrease in 
people seriously injured 

on our roads
(9 fewer )

41.2% decrease in
mobile phone offences

(28 fewer )

24.3% decrease in 
dangerous driving 

offences
(35 fewer )



Theft by 
housebreaking has 

decreased
(93 fewer crimes)

This divisional priority focusses on tackling housebreaking and
acquisitive crime. Analysis established data and intelligence that
identifying ‘hot spots’ and repeat offenders. This allowed focused,
intelligence led patrols through which local officers were able to
tackle this important issue. As a result housebreaking crimes have
decreased by over a quarter (93 fewer). Although there has been
a decrease in the detection rate, the nature of these crimes
frequently requires forensic work and we anticipate the detection
rate will rise when that analysis is completed. Theft by shoplifting
decreased by 4.8% with almost two thirds detected.

Theft by shoplifting 
decreased by

4.8% 

In August 2021, Faraday Retail Park in Coatbridge experienced an
increase in shopliftings. Local officers created an action plan to
collate all reports and evidence available. Through thorough
investigations, a 55 year old was male arrested and remanded in
prison for 21 separate offences.

OFFICIAL
9

In July 2021, a report to police was made alleging a male had
unlawfully forced entry to a property and removed property from
an address in the Cambusnethan area. Officers from Wishaw
carried out extensive CCTV investigations where they identified a
local male as being responsible. Officers traced and arrested the
26 year old male and recovered the stolen property.

In September 2021, at the Sisters of Charity Convent, St Andrews

Hospice, Airdrie, a male forced entry to the property and stole a
quantity of money. A robust enquiry by Airdrie Community
Officers led to a 54 year old local male being identified and
reported to COPFS.



A total of £565,987 
worth of cash and 

£53,050 listed assets 
have been seized 

under the Proceeds of 
Crime Act (POCA

In September 2021, the Pro Active Crime Team (PACT)

investigated a potential drug production site in Salsburgh, Shotts.
As a result of intelligence development work, search warrants
were sought and granted under the Misuse of Drugs Act. The
warrants were executed and it was established that the location

housed a commercial site being utilised for the large scale
production of benzodiazepine tablets, specifically etizolam, a
class ‘C’ controlled drug commonly known as ‘street valium’. This
location was subject to a prolonged forensic examination in an
effort to secure evidence against those involved. Police
Scotland’s Statement Of Opinion (STOP) Unit attended the site
and confirmed it was capable of producing 180,000 tablets per
hour, with the volume of excipient recovered able to realise the

production of millions of such tablets. The search also yielded the
recovery of 1 kilogram of cocaine. This has been the most
significant recovery of its kind in Scotland. The outstanding work of
the officers involved has without question safeguarded the
wellbeing of our communities.
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Drugs with a street 

value of over 

£3 million has been 

taken off the streets 
of Lanarkshire

In August 2021, officers were on patrol in the Cumbernauld area
when they stopped a car being driven erratically and detected

the smell of cannabis. The vehicle was subsequently searched
where a large quantity of drugs, cash and a lock back knife were
recovered. Officers executed a search warrant at the home
address of the now accused where they seized a total of 219g
heroin, 62g cocaine, 97g cannabis, over 2000 etizolam tablets
(street valium) and £3135 in cash. This proactive work has not only
resulted in a 37 year old female being arrested and charged with
being concerned in the supply of controlled drugs, but removed

a considerable amount of drugs from our streets and the
eliminated the undoubted harm they would have caused.
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During the reporting period, Officers across North Lanarkshire
have investigated a total of 387 missing person reports.

Lanarkshire Police Division Launch 'The Herbert Protocol'

The Herbert Protocol is an early intervention and risk reduction
scheme to help find vulnerable people who are at risk of
going missing. The protocol is named after a war veteran of
the Normandy landings named George Herbert, who lived
with dementia in a care home. Mr Herbert went missing and
sadly died while searching for his childhood home. The
protocol is for those who are at risk of going missing and live
with dementia in care homes, with family or independently in
their own homes.

How to use the protocol - Complete, in advance, a form
recording all vital details, such as medication, mobile
numbers, places previously located, a photograph etc.
Update the form regularly with any new information. Keep it
in a safe place for example, saved on a computer or within a
care plan.

In the event of a family member or friend going missing, the
form can be easily sent or handed to the police to reduce the
time taken in gathering this information.

To download the form visit 

➡️ https://www.scotland.police.uk/what-s-

happening/missing-persons/the-herbert-
protocol/⬅️

For more information visit 

➡️ https://www.agespace.org/herbert-
protocol⬅️

https://www.scotland.police.uk/what-s-happening/missing-persons/the-herbert-protocol/
https://www.agespace.org/herbert-protocol


Public Confidence & Local Engagement

In partnership with North Lanarkshire Council, a range of enforcement,
education and intervention tactics have seen improvements in our
response to the illegal use of off road motor bikes and quads.

Operation MotoX was launched in July 2021 with the aim of tackling this
issue. Key activity over the last 5 months has included:

• Operation to address ongoing issues of youth disorder at Shotts Nature
Park.

• Operation to address issues of youth disorder at Carbarns Orchard,
Wishaw.

• Operation to address ASB with off road motorcycles within Forestry
Commission land between Shotts & Bathgate.

• Seizures of numerous motorcycles across Lanarkshire.

• Ongoing social media campaigns.
• Partnership working with NLC to provide bike marking and safety advice

to anyone thinking of purchasing an off road motorbike.
• Motorcycles used to conduct patrols of hard to reach areas for missing 

person enquiries.

Since its inception there has been a 32% reduction in incidents across North 
Lanarkshire in comparison to the same period last year.
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Public Confidence & Local Engagement
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Public Confidence Apr 2020 - June 
2020

Apr 2021 –
June 2021

Number of Complaints about the Police 194 173

Ratio (Complaints : 10000 Incidents) 39.0 37.9

Total Allegations Recorded 418 264

• On Duty 316 191

• Off Duty 0 0

• Quality of Service 102 73



Looking Ahead

As we look ahead to the third quarter (October to December 2021) we will put in place measures to support our 
Local Policing Plan.  A main focus for this quarter will no doubt be on COP 26 when the eyes of the world will be 
on Scotland and, in particular, Glasgow. Officers from Lanarkshire will play a large part in the event whilst 
maintaining the level of service expected in our communities. 

As officers return from COP 26 and daily business returns to “normal” there will be a period of reflection amongst 
senior management to identify lessons we can take from policing such an event that will improve service delivery 

in Lanarkshire.

We will also be increasing our preventative engagement, seeking to educate our communities. Our national 
campaign “16 Days of Action”  seeks to tackle violence against women and girls and will commence on the 25th

November. 

Plans are also being prepared for the busy festive season where footfall in our town centres increases and the 
night time economy will see additional resources allocated to deal with the increased demands from restaurants, 

bars and night clubs.

We remain committed and fully support the Community Safety Partnership Forum to drive forward positive 
outcomes for communities.
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Serious Violent Crime and Public Protection 

  

April 
2021– 
Sep 
2021 

April 
2020– 
Sep 
2020 

Victims 
% 

Change 
3 year 
mean 

3 year 
mean 

Total No Group1: Crimes of Violence  297 282 
15 

more 
+5.3% 282.3 +5.2% 

Murder 1 5 
4 

fewer 
-80.0% 3.7 -72.7% 

Attempted Murder  10 10 same same 8.7 +15.4% 

Serious Assault detection rate  77.6% 90.3%  -12.7% 77.4 +0.2% 

Serious Assault  134 144 
10 

fewer 
-6.9% 150.3 -10.9% 

Robbery detection rate  73.0% 72.7%  +0.2% 72.5 +0.5% 

Robbery 37 44 
7 

fewer 
-15.9% 43.7 -15.3% 

Common assault detection rate 68.4% 75.0%  -6.6% 71.1 -2.7% 

Common assault 1841 1907 
66 

fewer 
-3.5% 1917 -4.0% 

Number of Domestic Abuse Incidents Reported to the Police 2482 2690 
208 

fewer 
-7.7% 2485 -0.1% 

Total Crimes and offences in domestic abuse incidents  1285 1376  -6.6% 
1283.

7 
+0.1% 

Total crimes and offences in domestic abuse incidents 
detection rate  

61.0% 68.2%  -10.6% 66.0 -7.5% 

Number of Sexual Crimes 438 443 
5 

fewer 
-1.1% 400.3 +9.4% 

Sexual Crimes detection rate  48.9% 45.6%  +3.3% 58.4 -9.5% 

Number of rapes 62 62 same same 65.0 -4.6% 

Rape detection rate  32.3% 43.5%  -11.3% 50.8 -18.5% 

Number of statutory stop and searches conducted  2925      

Number of positive statutory stop and searches 674      

Anti-social Behaviour and Hate Crime 

Number of complaints regarding disorder 8163 10895 
2732 
fewer 

-25.1%    

Hate Crime and offences detection rate 65.3% 79.7%  -14.4% 73.4 -8.1% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief detection rate  25.5% 27.1%  -1.6% 26.4 -0.8% 

Vandalism & Malicious Mischief 1484 1433 
51 

more 
+3.6% 

1608.
3 

-7.7% 

Number of detections for Consuming Alcohol in a designated 
place (where appropriate byelaws exist) 

569 570  -0.2% 489.0 +16.4% 

Acquisitive Crime  

Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) detection rate  13.9% 24.0%  -10.1% 21.1 -7.3% 

Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 274 367 
93 

fewer 
-25.3% 425.7 -35.6% 

Theft by shoplifting detection rate  65.2 % 77.0%  -11.9% 65.1 0.0% 
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Theft by shoplifting  617 648 
31 

fewer 
-4.8% 897.0 -31.2% 

Road Safety 

People Killed 5 2 
3 

more 
+150%   

People Seriously injured 25 34 
9 

fewer 
-26.5%   

People Slightly Injured  85 68 
17 

more 
+25.0%   

Children (aged<16) Killed 1 0 
1 

more 
+100%   

Children (aged<16) Seriously Injured 4 4 same 0.0%   

Dangerous driving  109 144  -24.3% 122.0 -10.7% 

Speeding   564 709  -20.5% 581.0 -2.9% 

Disqualified driving  43 73  -41.1% 60.0 -28.3% 

Driving Licence 200 252  -20.6% 221.3 -9.6% 

Insurance  507 792  -36.0% 591.7 -14.3% 

Seat Belts 71 42  +69.0% 56.0 +26.8% 

Mobile Phone 40 68  -41.2% 56.3 -29.0% 

Serious Organised Crime and Drugs  
Number of detections for drugs supply, drugs productions, 
drugs cultivation 

80.7% 94.2%  -13.5% 90.1 -9.4% 

Public Confidence 
April 2021 – June 2021 

  

  

Number of Complaints about 
the Police 

Number of Complaints per 10,000 
Police Incidents 

Complaints received about the Police 
173 37.9% 

  

  

On Duty 
Allegations 

Off Duty 
Allegations 

Quality of 
Service 

Allegation 

Total Number of  
Allegations 

Total Allegations Recorded 191 0 73  264 

 

 


