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7 October 2021 at 4 pm. 
 

A Remote Meeting of the NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  COUNCIL 

 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Jones, Provost; Councillor Castles, Depute Provost; Councillors Anderson, D. Ashraf, Baird, 
Barclay, Beveridge, Brannan-McVey, Burgess, Burrows, Cameron, Campbell, Carragher, Carson, M. Coyle, 
Cullen, Curran, Currie, Di Mascio, Docherty, Douglas, Duffy, Farooq, Fisher, Fotheringham, Gallacher, Goldie, 
Gourlay, Graham, Hogg, Hume, C. Johnston, T. Johnston, Paul Kelly, Peter Kelly, Kerr, Larson, Lennon, 
Linden, Logue, MacGregor, Magowan, Masterton, McCulloch, McLaren, McManus, McNally, McNeil, McPake, 
McVey, Mooney, Morgan, O’Rourke, Pettigrew, Quigley, Reddin, Roarty, Shevlin, Shields, Stephen, 
Stevenson, Stocks, Stubbs, Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine, Watson, Weir, Wilson and Woods. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Jones (Provost) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Executive; Executive Director (Education and Families); Executive Director (Enterprise and 
Communities); Chief Officer, Health and Social Care; Head of Financial Solutions; Head of Legal and 
Democratic Solutions; Head of People and Organisational Development; Democratic Services Manager, and 
Committee Officer. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillor J. Ashraf, S. Coyle, Doolan, Fannan, Feeney, Goldsack, Loughran and McKendrick. 
 
 
The Provost welcomed everyone to the seventh remote meeting of North Lanarkshire Council and 
provided an overview of the functionality of WebEx to ensure the smooth running of the meeting. 
 
The Provost advised that the meeting would be live streamed through the Council's YouTube channel, 
and would be available afterwards as an archive recording. 
 
The Provost, on behalf of the Council, congratulated Bellshill born Princeton University Professor 
David W.C. MacMillan on being awarded the 2021 Noble Prize in Chemistry for the development of 
asymmetric organocatalysis. 
 
 
DECLARATIONS  OF  INTEREST  IN  TERMS  OF  THE  ETHICAL  STANDARDS  IN  PUBLIC  LIFE  ETC.  
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  2000 
 
1. Councillor Paul Kelly, by virtue of being a non-Executive Director of NHS Lanarkshire, declared an 

interest in paragraph 8 – Notice of Motion by Councillor Burgess and Councillor Watson, and left the 
meeting during consideration of this item. 

 
 
 
OUTCOME  OF  THE  BY-ELECTION  HELD  ON  24  JUNE  2021  IN  WARD  20  (MURDOSTOUN) 
 
2. There was submitted notification by the Returning Officer giving details of the result of the By-Election 

held on 24 June 2021 for Ward 20 (Murdostoun), as undernoted:- 
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Candidate Number of First Preference Votes 
Robert Livingston Arthur  293 
Nathaniel Edward Hugh Hamilton  61 
Cindy MacKenzie  264 
Julie McAnulty  14 
Robert John McKendrick 1,504 
Chris Roarty  617 
Billy Ross  7 
Julie Stachurska  884 
Total Ballot Papers Received 3,687 
Invalid Votes  43 
Total Valid Votes 3,644 
Electoral Quota 1,823 
Percentage Poll 25.4% 
 
At Stage 7, Robert John McKendrick was elected to serve on North Lanarkshire Council 

 
 
 
HYBRID  MEETINGS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  AND  COMMITTEES 
 
3. There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic Solutions (1) advising of the 

arrangements for holding hybrid meetings, whereby a proportion of attendees would be physically 
present in the Council Chamber and the remainder would access the meeting from a remote location; 
(2) providing an overview of the hybrid meeting system and its functionality; (3) indicating that the 
Protocol for Remote Meetings and the Council Standing Orders would require to be amended to 
facilitate hybrid meetings, as set out in Appendix 1 to the report; (4) setting out in Appendix 3 to the 
report, the Protocol for Determining Attendance in Person at Meetings; (5) intimating that limited 
seating would be available in the public gallery and that a "ticket" system would be in operation with 
all meetings of the Council and its Committees continuing to be live streamed to permit members of 
the public to watch proceedings without the need to attend in person; (6) providing an update on the 
progress of the installation of the hybrid system; (7) intimating that it was anticipated that it may be 
early 2022 before the system could be fully utilised; (8) enclosing in Appendix 2 to the report, the 
capacity for the Council Chamber and the public gallery taking cognisance of social distancing 
requirements; (9) advising that the cost to install the hybrid system was £6,658.58 plus VAT which 
was a one-off charge in addition to the annual charge for the webcasting service of £9,812 plus VAT 
per annum, and (10) seeking approval to amend the Standing Orders and to the Protocol for Remote 
Meetings in order to facilitate hybrid meetings. 

 
Councillor Morgan requested that the Head of Legal and Democratic Solutions ascertain whether it 
was possible to display a stopwatch on screen during Elected Member speeches. 

 
Decided: 

 
(1) that the arrangements for holding hybrid meetings, where appropriate, as outlined in the 

report, be approved and implemented as soon as was feasible as determined by the Chief 
Executive; 

 
(2) that the amendments to the Standing Orders and the Protocol for Remote Meetings as detailed 

in the report and at Appendix 1, be approved; 
 

(3) that the protocol for Elected Member in Person Attendance at meetings of the Council and 
Committees, as attached at Appendix 3, be approved, whilst noting that the social distance 
applicable may change from time to time as determined by the Chief Executive; 

 
(4) that access to the public gallery be limited and that a “ticket system” be operated, as outlined 

in paragraph 2.5 of the report; 
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(5) that where a meeting was not a decision making body, for example a Working Group, the 
default position shall be that such meetings would be held via remote access only; 

 
(6) that the practical issues outlined in paragraph 2.7 of the report be noted; 

 
(7) that a review of Standing Orders and the need for hybrid meetings, be undertaken every three 

months; 
 

(8) that it be noted that at this time it was not possible to indicate when live use of the system 
would commence; and 

 
(9) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
MINUTES  OF  MEETINGS  OF  COMMITTEES,  SUB-COMMITTEES  AND  PANELS  -  CYCLE  3  2021 
 
4. There was submitted the Volume of Minutes for meetings of Committees, Sub-Committees and Panels 

for Cycle 3 2021 for approval in terms of Standing Order 21. 
 

Decided: that the Minutes of meetings of Committees, Sub-Committees and Panels for Cycle 3 
2021 be approved. 

 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP  OF  COMMITTEES,  SUB-COMMITTEES,  PANELS  AND  OUTSIDE  BODIES 
 
5. There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic Solutions setting out 

recommendations for appointment to Committees, Sub-Committees, Panels and outside bodies. 
 
Decided: that the appointment of Members to Committees, Sub-Committees, Panels and 

Outside Bodies, as attached at Appendix 1 to this Minute, be implemented. 
 
 
In terms of Standing Order 15, Councillor Fotheringham moved the suspension of Standing Orders to 
allow consideration of an urgent item of business in respect of water safety and P5 swimming lessons. 
 
The Monitoring Officer advised that a Motion to suspend Standing Orders to consider an additional 
item of business which had been determined as non urgent in accordance with the Standing Orders 
would be in contravention of paragraph 2(4) of Schedule 7 to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
1973. 
 
 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  CULLEN  AND  COUNCILLOR  LOGUE 
 
6. There was submitted the following Motion in the names of Councillor Cullen and Councillor Logue, 

Notice of which appeared on the Agenda, viz:- 
 

“North Lanarkshire Council recognises the importance of fully supporting United Kingdom Armed 
Forces personnel and their families through adhering to the requirements of the Armed Forces 
Covenant. 

 
The covenant states “To those who proudly protect our nation, who do so with honour, courage and 
commitment, the Armed Forces Covenant is the nation’s commitment to you”. 

 
The Council will ensure that going forward they will fully engage with the requirements of the covenant 
and any related legislation brought forward by the United Kingdom and Scottish Governments. 
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In order to reaffirm the commitment of North Lanarkshire Council to the United Kingdom Armed Forces, 
their families and veterans, the Council, represented by the Provost and the Armed Forces and 
Veterans Champion, will re-sign the Armed Forces Covenant Pledge as part of their annual 
Remembrance Commemorations in November 2021” 

 
Councillor Cullen, seconded by Councillor Logue, then moved the terms of the Motion. 

 
Decided: 
 
(1) that the importance of fully supporting United Kingdom Armed Forces personnel and their 

families through adhering to the requirements of the Armed Forces Covenant be recognised; 
 

(2) that the Council fully engage with the requirements of the Covenant and any related legislation 
brought forward by the United Kingdom and Scottish Governments, and 

 
(3) that the commitment of the Council to the United Kingdom Armed Forces, their families and 

veterans be re-affirmed, and the Council, represented by the Provost and the Armed Forces 
and Veterans Champion, re-sign the Armed Forces Covenant Pledge as part of its annual 
Remembrance Commemorations in November 2021. 

 
 

 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  GOLDIE  AND  COUNCILLOR  CARRAGHER 
 
7. There was submitted the following Motion in the names of Councillor Goldie and Councillor Carragher, 

Notice of which appeared on the Agenda, viz:- 
 

“That this Council instructs Environmental Assets to carry out a review of the sites and emptying 
schedule of the new waste bins. This review would include a consultation with the Community Boards 
and other Community Groups through the existing NLC Corporate Communication network. The aim 
of the review would be to establish whether the current sites are the most appropriate to facilitate the 
needs of residents for the disposal of litter and dog waste. 

 
The results of this review would be brought back in a report to a future Environment and Transportation 
Committee” 

 
Councillor Goldie, seconded by Councillor Carragher, then moved the terms of the Motion. 

 
Decided: 
 
(1) that the Head of Environmental Assets carry out a review of the sites and emptying 

schedule of the new waste bins including a consultation with Community Boards and other 
Community Groups through the existing Council Corporate Communication network with the 
aim to establish whether the current sites were the most appropriate to facilitate the needs of 
residents for the disposal of litter and dog waste, and 

 
(2) that the results of the review be submitted to a future meeting of the Environment and 

Transportation Committee. 
 
 
Councillor Paul Kelly, prior to consideration of the following item of business, having declared an 
interest by virtue of being a non-Executive Director of NHS Lanarkshire, left the meeting during 
consideration of this item. 
 
 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION  BY  COUNCILLOR  BURGESS  AND  COUNCILLOR  WATSON 
 
8. Councillor Linden, seconded by Councillor Barclay, moved in terms of Standing Order 56 that Standing 

Order 15 be suspended, to allow an Amendment to be submitted to the Motion. 
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Thereon, in terms of Standing Order 39, the vote was taken by calling the roll. 
 
On the roll being called:- 
 
24 Members voted to suspend Standing Orders, as follows:- 
 
Councillors D. Ashraf, Baird, Barclay, M. Coyle, Di Mascio, Fotheringham, Goldie, Hume, 
C. Johnston, T. Johnston, Larson, Lennon, Linden, MacGregor, Magowan, Masterton, McManus, 
Pettigrew, Stephen, Stocks, Stubbs, Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine and Weir. 
 
41 Members voted not to suspend Standing Orders, as follows:- 
 
Councillors Anderson, Beveridge, Brannan-McVey, Burgess, Burrows, Cameron, Campbell, Carson, 
Castles, Cullen, Curran, Currie, Docherty, Douglas, Duffy, Farooq, Fisher, Gourlay, Graham, Hogg, 
Jones, Peter Kelly, Kerr, Logue, McCulloch, McLaren, McNally, McNeil, McPake, McVey, Mooney, 
Morgan, Quigley, Reddin, Roarty, Shevlin, Shields, Stevenson, Watson, Wilson and Woods. 

 
The Motion for suspension of Standing Orders was supported by 24 votes and thus failed to obtain 
the necessary support of two thirds of the 65 Members present and voting. 
 
There was submitted the following Motion in the names of Councillor Burgess and Councillor Watson, 
Notice of which appeared on the Agenda, viz:- 

 
“This Council raises serious concerns about NHS Lanarkshire A&E waiting times throughout the local 
authority area; understands that throughout NHS Lanarkshire, only 70.3%  of patients were seen within 
four hours, which is well short of the Scottish Government’s 95% target; also raises concerns of the 
reported increase in ambulance waiting times; agrees that our heroic staff on the frontline of our NHS 
deserves to be supported more by the SNP/ Green Scottish Government and further agrees that this 
Council writes to the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care, Humza Yousaf, to raise these 
serious concerns and to ask him to commit to a proper remobilisation plan for the NHS, to help 
residents across North Lanarkshire who need to use our emergency services” 
 
Councillor Burgess, seconded by Councillor Watson, then moved the terms of the Motion. 
 
Councillor Linden requested that he be allowed to submit an Amendment to the Motion in terms of 
Standing Order 24. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4.45 pm. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 4.51 pm. 
 
The Provost advised that the request from Councillor Linden to submit an Amendment to the Motion 
was not accepted. 
 
Decided: 
 
(1) that the Council raises serious concerns about NHS Lanarkshire Accident & Emergency 

waiting times and understands that throughout the NHS Lanarkshire area only 70.3% of 
patients were seen within four hours which is well short of the Scottish Government’s 95% 
target; 
 

(2) that the Council raises concerns in respect of the reported increase in ambulance waiting times 
and agrees that heroic staff on the frontline of the NHS deserve to be supported more by the 
SNP/Green Scottish Government, and 
 

(3) that a letter be sent to the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care expressing concerns 
regarding Accident & Emergency and ambulance waiting times and asking for a commitment 
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for a proper remobilisation plan for the NHS, to help residents across North Lanarkshire who 
need to use emergency services. 

 
 
Councillors D. Ashraf, Barclay, M. Coyle, Di Mascio, Fotheringham, Goldie, Hume, C. Johnston, 
T. Johnston, Larson, Lennon, Linden, MacGregor, Magowan, Masterton, McManus, Pettigrew, 
Stephen, Stocks, Stubbs, Alan Valentine, Annette Valentine and Weir recorded their dissent to 
the content of the Motion. 
 
Councillor Baird recorded his dissent to the content of the Motion. 
 
 

QUESTION  RECEIVED  IN  TERMS  OF  STANDING  ORDER  51 
 
9. It was noted that, in terms of Standing Order 51, one written question had been submitted:- 
 

Question by Councillor Goldie:- 
 
Given the fact that Saica Nature hold a contract for recycling paper and cardboard with North 
Lanarkshire Council. 
 
Will the admission of this Company to breaching International waste shipment regulations and 
impending potential fine have any effect on the paper recycling service of North Lanarkshire Council? 
 
Written answer by Councillor McPake:- 
 
Although there will be no impact on the paper recycling service for North Lanarkshire Council as a 
result of this case, it is disconcerting that one of the key waste contractors for the Council has been 
found guilty of such an offence. The Waste Service were made aware of this issue on the 24th 
September and in response to this immediately contacted the company to request a meeting so that 
the concerns of the Council could be communicated and more importantly receive assurances that 
appropriate measures are now in place which will prevent any similar incident from happening again. 
Although it has been advised that the incidents which have been subject to this action date back to 
2016, the matter will continue to be raised and checked with the company at future contractor 
meetings. 

 


