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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMllTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

Date: 17th February, 1997 
Ref: GWF/MD 

Subject: Part IV The Environment Act, 
1995. Local Air Quality 
Management. 

PROPOSED DECISION 

To note the report. 

BACKGROUND 

Part IV of the Environment Act, 1995 and the draft national Air Quality Strategy set out a new 
system of local air quality management. As part of that system, local authorities will be required 
to review and assess the quality of the air in their areas against air quality objectives. Where it 
appears unlikely that the objectives will be achieved, local authorities must declare an Air Quality 
Management Area and develop a programme of local action to improve air quality. 

REPORT 

Monitoring of air quality within North Lanarkshire has been undertaken since the late 1950’s and 
a considerable body of information has been acquired. 

At present diffusion tubes for nitrogen dioxide are located at four sites in Motherwell, two 
sites in Coatbridge and two in Airdrie. 

One site for lead determination is also present in Motherwell. 

Three smoke and sulphur dioxide monitoring stations are present at Main Street, 
Coatbridge, Kirkwood Clinic, Coatbridge, and Lindsaybeg Road, Muirhead, respectively. 

Grit deposit gauges are located at fifteen sites throughout North Lanarkshire; from Kilsyth, 
Croy and Cumbemauld in the north to Motherwell and Wishaw in the South. 

Continuous monitoring stations are present in Whifflet, Coatbridge, Beechbank Centre, 
Airdrie, and Glengowan School, Caldercruix. These stations give levels for oxides of 
nitrogen, ozone, and fine particulate matter. 

The draft United Kingdom National Air Quality Strategy sets objectives and standards for the 
major pollutants. It is proposed that the objectives set are to be met by the year 2005. 

Although/- 
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Although comprehensive monitoring is currently in place additional work will be required to 
determine compliance with some of the proposed new parameters. As an example, information 
is available on annual average levels of nitrogen dioxide but at present information on peak levels 
is only available by interpolation. Additional future investigation is likely to involve additional 
mobile monitoring equipment to allow checks to be made on possible local pollution "hot spots" 
and techniques such as computer modelling may be required. This will of course have resource 
implications. 

The current situation, despite the requirement for further investigation, would appear to indicate 
that compliance with the draft objectives is either achieved at present or will be achieved in the 
near future without the requirement for significant action by the Council. 
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