
62 

i i  AGENDA ITEM NO. a- 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMllTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

Date: 18th February, 1997 
Ref: PF/EAU/OI 

PROPOSED DECISION 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: Activities of Environmental 
Education and Consumer 
Advice Unit - Child Safety Week 
26th May - 2nd June, 1997. 

The Committee is asked to note the resources used to promote home and garden safety during 
Child Safety Week. 

FINANCIAL RESOURCES 

Only vehicle fuel and limited insurance cover costs are anticipated. 
budgeted for. 

These are already 

RECOMMENDATION 

In addition to our planned home safety message aimed at the younger age group which is 
normally provided via displays and talks to school classes our Environmental Education and 
Consumer Advice Unit has procured the use of the DTI Consumer Safety Unit’s Mobile 
Exhibition. The mobile unit provides a series of pictorial display panels emphasizing a number 
of safety messages throughout the home and garden. Two videos on Child Safety and DIY 
Safety compliment the message being portrayed. There are “hands on” Home Safety Games 
designed to encourage to answer questions by button pushing with the correct answers being 
displayed. These feature Home Accident Statistic, Do’s and Don’ts and Producer Safety 
Symbols. 

The Mobile Unit will be sited, over the week, at Cumbernauld, Moodiesburn, Coatbridge, 
Motherwell and will spend the week-end as part of the Department’s commitment to the 
Strathclyde Park Garden Festival (30th May - 1st June) 

The Garden Festival will also see the launch of the Environmental Education and Consumer 
Advice Unit’s ‘Garden Safety’ booklet devised by the unit for North Lanarkshire residents, a 
copy of which is attached. It is intended that this booklet will be available for the use of all 
primary schools within North Lanarkshire. 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

ENVIXNMENTAL EDUCATION AND CONSUMER ADVICE UNIT 

SAFETY 

Let '.s hm-e n look nt how these accidenis occur. 
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Feature 

Dogs 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
GARDEN SAFETY 

Handout 1 
Safety Synopsis 

Fencing and gates 

Plants 

Pool, stream and 
swimming pool 

Garden hut, greenhouse 
and garage 

Trees and climbing frames 

Vehicle and Machinery 

REMEMBER 

Types of accident prevention 

Keep the garden clear to avoid faeces-borne infection. 
Train the dog and ensure it is suitable as a pet. 

Are these safe and in good repair? 

Many plants are poisonous, including laburnum, 
yew, deadly nightshade, honeysuckle, holly, fuschia, 
cotoneaster, pyracantha, woody nightshade, mistletoe 
and foxglove. Many toadstools particularly death camp 
are also poisonous. 

Do you think children need supervision? 
Should barriers be put up? 

Lock away chemicals, implements, hand tools and 
electrical appliances. 

Are these suitable for the child’s age? Should they be 
under supervision? 

( I  

Should they be under supervision? Petrol, diesel, 
electrics and mowers can be dangerous. 

I 

Do children, perhaps your frlsnd’s and younger children, visit your garden? Don’t 
forget although we are thinking particularly of dangers to the young - many hazards 
apply equally to adults. Supervision is the keyword for accident prevention. 

Curiosity will entice a child to the hut, where there could be a chemical left carelessly 
in an old lemonade bottle. A sense of adventure will lead a small child through an 
open gate to the main road. A moment of forgetfulness will lead a visitor being told 
he’ll be safe in the garden thus overlooking the fact that the pond could be a great 
attraction to a toddler who is not aware of the potential danger. 
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RTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 

Exercise 1 

What hazards can you find? 

What features can you expect to find in the garden? What are the potential dangers? How can 
. accidents be ::ever;ted? 

. Circle any hazards you can see in the picture below. 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
GARDEN SAFETY 

Exercise 2 

Chemicals 

Hazards can arise with chemicals. List the types of chemicals that are commonly used 
in gardens. How are their dangers advertised by the manufacturers? 

Here are a few hazard signs and their meanings. Look for them on labels. 

HIGHLY 1 FLAMMABLE I 1 CQRlZQSIIVE 

What sort of chemicals have you listed? Do you recognise the signs above? What is 
their meaning? 

Examples of Chemicals 
1. Pesticides. A term used to cover substances for use against garden insect pests 

and plant diseases. 

2. Weed killers. 

3. Fuels, such as petroleum or paraffin. 

4. Cleaning agents, for example bleach 

5. Paint products, thinners and turpentine. 

You possibly have listed others, for example disinfectants, lubricating oils, barbecue 
lighter fuel, or a whole range of items used for car or house maintenance and garden 
machinery. Make a list of the potential dangers if such chemicals are left in reach of 
children. 
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PdOWTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 

Handout 2 

Safety Action 

What safety rules are applied in your home? 

1. 
cup board. 

2. 
decant cherricals into unmarked lemonade or ginger bottles. 

Store c5emicals out of sight and reach of children, ideally in a locked store or 

Identifixtion. Make sure container tops are on securely, label carefully, and never 

3. 
these by law. Always comply with the instructions for use and safety measures 
recommendsd. Read the instructions. 

Signs. ,s?arn the chemical hazard symbols. The manufacturer has to provide 

4 
, +^xic fumes >wing to the agents contained in these compounds. 

Mixing. ?!ever mix chemicals as this may cause combustion, or the emission of 

REMEMBE?.. 

Accidents t! x ~ l l y  occur by ingesting, inhaling or spilling chemicals. Chemicals can 
easily get trxsferred to the eyes by hand to eye contact. It is known that, occasionally, 
youngsters :r"lrnpt to inhale solvent vapours deliberately. Therefore, it is always 
important tc e e p  chemicals locked away, out of sight and reach. 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 

Exercise 3 

The Garden Hut 

i Is easy for a garden hut to become untidy, especially if it is also used as a workshop. 
.emember that the garage or greenhouse could be equally dangerous. 
,_ 

Look at the picture below and list the dangers. What are the hazards? What safety 
precautions are needed. 
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Dangers 

C hem ical s 

Falls 

- Security 

Tools 

bBQRTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 

Handout 3 

Safety Synopsis 

Precautions 

Children can lift and spill chemicals - or even taste them. Never 
decant chemicals into containers, for example into empty lemonade 
or ginger bottles. 

Have they been installed properly by a competent person or are they 
the work of a D.I.Y. cowboy? Wiring must be of similar standard as in 
the house. Look carefully at the appliance flexes and plugs. Is there 
any damage? Use a Residual Current Circuit Breaker (RCCB) for 
portable mains appliances used in the garden (or outhouse). Protect 
light bulbs with shades to prevent damage. 

An obvious source of danger and injury is tripping over equipment. 
All good workmen tidy up as they progress. 

Cigarettes or matches need to be kept apart from flammable materials 
and in a safe place. Store flammables securely in tightly closed 
containers, preferably of a metal nature. 

Children need to be kept away from dangers. The garden hut should 
be kept locked to protect children and to guard against theft or arson 

The hut floor can be littered with items inviting trips and falls. Sharp - 
edged tools present a great risk of injury. Edges of tools such as 
chisels and saws need to be protected against danger. A place for 
everything and everything in its place provides the best protection. 
Wear goggles and a dust mask when using power tools or chisels. 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 

Exercise 4 

Water and Leisure Safety 

Imagine that you are in charge of young children. What water related hazards might 
you find in the garden? How would you protect children? What is your answer to wal 
safety? 

. 

Pools, ponds and fountains are much appreciated in gardens (if the Scottish weather 
is kind) but a water safety plan is essential. Such a plan takes on much more meaning 
if you reside near the sea, a loch, river or canal. 
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qQRTH L LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 

Handout 4 

Safety Action 

1. Teach p u n g  children the dangers of water 

2. Never :eave young children or toddlers alone in or near water 

3. Introdxe a barrier system. Cover a swimming pool when adults are not present. 
Fence off ponds, pools or streams. Keep rain water barrels covered and empty 
a padc.iing pool after it has been used. 

4 Teach 2nd encourage children to swim as early as possible. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

It only d t e s  an inch or two of water to drown a baby or toddler. 

A por. or pool may be a great attraction to a child visiting your garden. He or she 
may r 2 have been taught the danger of water. 

Even -:if; water barrels must be regarded as a danger. A curious child could 
climb :s and fall in. 

Fortu -rz.eieiy, water accidents at home are rare. But, if there is a pond, swimming 
pool, - I_ w e n  a small inflatable type pool, it is an adult’s responsibility to 
super s s  and watch over children at all times. 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 

Exercise 5 

Children and Adventure 

Cwet imes your garden or yard is something of an adventure playground. Let's 

,evelop they are curious and adventurous. 
$ne that you have toddlers and other young children in your garden. As children 

What hazards can you see in the illustrations? Make a list of them and safety 
prevention measures. 
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ORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 

Handout 5 

Safety Synopsis 

'Danaers Safequards 

'pmsign Encourage safe play by putting swings, chutes or climbing frames 
or other play things away from obstacles such as trees. Plenty of 
room is needed for swinging and cycling safely. 

Equipment Are all the garden equipment and appliances safe? Are there 
broken steps on the chute? Is the chute smooth or are the sides 
chipped or rough edged? 

Gates The hasps on gates should be safely operable, with the hasp out 
of reach of small children. 

G 1  a n g  One of the earliest general rules could be to share things. Taking 
turns is a simple rule that can avoid accidents when children take 
toys from one another or quarrel over play things. 

. aupervisior 

b 

Tidiness 

Babies and toddlers must be observed at all times. Teach younger 
children safety rules from an early age. 

It is noticeable that children tend to run everywhere rather than 
walk? Keep toys and equipment that could cause an accidental 
injury stored away. Remember that, slips and falls are the main 
cause of injuries. The more mobile children become, the greater 
their vulnerability to accidental injury. 

Are there c :-?r dangers which are not listed above? How many people do you know 
who have an accident in the garden? What category of accident were they? 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 

Exercise 6 

Accident Prevention Project - Is your garden safe? 

Which of the hazards we have discussed so far do you have at home? For example, 
do you have a garage or a hut? 

Does your house have a drive leading onto a main road? 

List all the hazards you have and write down the dangers along with the safeguards 
that should be taken. 

Hazards Danger I m pl icat ion s 

. 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 
Handout 6 

Safety Synopsis 

.Here are examples 

%Hazards 

?onfire and 
.3ecues 

Chemicals 

Electrics 

Flammables 

Fencing aRS 
gates 

You may have identified other things 

Dangers and safeguards 

Never start fires with petroleum or paraffin. Keep them away 
from fences, hedges, trees etc. Never leave fires unattended. 
Do not put aerosol cans or paint tins on bonfires-they may 
explode. Make sure ashes are damped down before leaving 
them. 

Were they left lying around? Do they have loose tops? Are they 
well labelled? Petroleum, pesticides and all chemicals should 
be locked in cupboards or secure buildings, away from curious 
hands. 

Do they lead directly on to the road? Does the runway require 
lighting? Are handrails needed along pathways? Always keep 
gates closed and secure. Hasps should be out of reach of 
toddlers. 

Appliances should be switched off and unplugged when not in 
use. Are there any damaged flexes or plugs? If there is 
electricity in a hut, is the hut dry and are the electrical tools put 
away properly? Is there a Residual Current Circuit Breaker 
(RCCB) for garden mains electrical appliances? 

Are flammable liquids secured? 

Are there any insecure gate hasps? Are there any broken 
fences or gates? Keep them in good repair. 
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Machinery 

Pets 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 

Handout 6 continued 

Hut, greenhouse 
and garage 

Trees and 
climbing frames 

Water hazards 

Electrical appliances should be unplugged. Moving parts must be 
covered. Machinery should be kept locked away in a safe place. . 

Are cat or dog faeces left to soil? Exercise dogs outside the 
garden so that garden (and play areas) are kept clean. Are therc 
any guard dogs loose on the premises? Keep aggresive dogs 
away from visitors - especially children. 

? 

Are there any poisonous plants or flowers present? 

Care should be taken with tools with sharp edges. Poorly 
maintained electrical appliances are dangerous. Are tools put 
away in a safe place? Keep all areas tidy and well serviced. 

Young children must be supervised at all times. Keep frames, 
swings and play furniture in good repair. 

Children should not be allowed to play in them. Beware of the 
danger of fire outbreaks trapping children or the handbrake being 
released. Keep vehicles locked even at home in the drive or in . 
the garage when children are around. 

Is there an open swimming pool? Even a rain water barrel can be 
dangerous. People need supervision, especially young children 
and visitors. 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

GARDEN SAFETY 

In conclusion it should be noted that while this report covers most hazards and 
situations which may exist in the garden it is not exhaustive and should not be 
construed as being final and totally comprehensive. 

rur further information please contact:- 

The Home Safety Officer 
North Lanarkshire Council 
Environmental Education and Consumer Advice Unit 
Scomagg House 
Crosshill Street 
Moth erwel I 
MLI I R U  
Tel: (01698) 302033 
Fax: (01698) 300212 
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