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Executive Summary 
 

This report provides an update on a range of development work undertaken to deliver 
Country Parks for the Future.   This includes updates on progress across all three country 
parks. 
 
The report provides more detailed updates on work at Strathclyde Park to progress the 
potential for renewable energy from greenspace and ongoing work to deliver a gateway to 
the Country Park at Bellshill centred around new cycling facilities. The works contribute to 
the council’s aim to reach net zero by 2030 as well as upgrading our key assets to provide 
improvements in health and wellbeing, for the whole community. 
 
The report also includes updates on changed access arrangements and visitor facilities in 
Strathclyde Park and the planned introduction of a food festival in summer 2022.  
 
 

Recommendations 
 
That Committee: 
 

• Supports the development of a business plan for Green Park Green Power, for 
submission to Scottish Government for Green Growth accelerator funding in 
Autumn 2022 

• Supports progress towards delivery of a phase 1 velo park at Bellshill gateway, 
Strathclyde Park 

• Supports progress across all country parks, particularly work towards developing 
a Covid memorial as part of the nationwide Remembering Together program. 

• Endorses the outcome of further engagement with park users around safe access 
and the revised access arrangements at Drumpellier and Strathclyde country 
parks 

• Supports the changes to visitor facilities at Strathclyde Country Park 
• Supports the work in progress towards a food festival in August 2022 

 
 

 
 



 
1. Background 
 
1.1 Members will recall the report in March 2020 to the Policy and Strategy Committee set 

out the Country Parks for the Future programme.  This is a 10-year delivery plan to 
create a shift in the way communities use their local parks and greenspaces from 
passive, leisure use to active, engaged community involvement that delivers 
improvements in specific health, wellbeing, and social outcomes. The masterplans aim 
to build on each park’s role as a community asset, focussing on improving the core 
visitor facilities, developing new attractions to meet the evolving needs of local 
communities, improving connections to communities through new and enhanced 
gateway facilities and access infrastructure, and promoting third-sector and private-
sector involvement and facilities.   

 
1.2 Since the initial presentation of the masterplans to Committee in March 2020, progress 

updates in terms of the delivery of the Country Parks for the Future Programme of Work 
have been provided to the Environment and Transport Committee in November 2020 
and May 2021. 

 
 

2. Report 
 
 
Green Growth Accelerator 

2.1 The Green Growth Accelerator (GGA) is a Scottish Government programme, 
administered by the Scottish Futures Trust aimed at accelerating delivery of projects 
which help meet our shared carbon reduction targets. 
 
Strathclyde Country Park’s Green Park- Green Power project has been accepted as 
one of only 5 pilot projects in Scotland. If the pilot is successful, the project will proceed 
to the next stage where main grants of £10million pounds of revenue funding over 10 
years are awarded to projects which successfully achieve their carbon reduction 
targets. 
 

2.2 As a pilot project, North Lanarkshire Council have been awarded £120k of funding to 
create a business case over the next 4 months including: 

• Increasing the energy efficiency of the Water Sports Centre at Strathclyde Country 
Park, moving it towards net zero public buildings standards. 

• Installing green energy solutions which reduce the carbon footprint of running the 
building by utilising heat from the water in the loch and solar energy captured by a 
canopy over one of the car parks. 

• Extending the existing building to accommodate increased usage, as long as that 
increased usage reduces the carbon footprint of other activities.  

 
Carbon reduction measures to achieve this will also include removal of the large 
Portakabin accommodation from the car park and rehousing the staff and functions to 
the new energy efficient outdoor centre. The temporary carbon inefficient structures will 
eventually be removed from site. 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 

Priority  All priorities 

Ambition statement (16) Transform our natural environment to support wellbeing and 
inward investment and enhance it for current and future 
generations 



 
2.3 This also presents the opportunity to improve facilities for outdoor education use within 

the Watersports centre as part of the project and the operational and financial feasibility 
will be explored by the service during the business case development. 

 
2.4 The project supports our ambitious plans to transform the park into a world-class, low-

carbon ‘Park of the Future’. The innovative initiative has the future potential to use the 
natural resources of Strathclyde Country Park – ‘park power’ - to heat local housing, 
schools, community facilities and businesses in neighbouring communities as well as 
the park buildings. It will also contribute to council efforts towards net zero by 2030. 

 
2.5 Architecture and energy consultants will be commissioned in Dec 2021 to provide 

design and advice to prepare the feasibility study. 
 

Bellshill Gateway and Cycling Facilities 

2.6 Following engagement with cyclists and local neighbouring residents reported 
previously Architrail Velosolutions have designed multi-disciplinary outdoor sport 
cycling facilities for the Bellshill Gateways. This forms the first phase of delivering the 
Velo Park ambition within the Strathclyde Country Park Masterplan. The cycling 
facilities designs have been submitted to Sport Scotland’s Cycling Facilities Fund with 
a request for £100k to help build them and to the council Planning Dept for approval. 
£17.5k of funding has been secured from Scotland loves Local towards the costs of 
floodlighting for the Pump track and £500k from the Placed Based Investment Program 
for the wider Gateway creation works.  £400k of Country Parks for the Future capital 
funds are committed to the project, and a further £120k from the Place Based 
Investment Program is enabling the separate Learn to Ride areas to be created. 

 
2.7 Together with the Clydesdale Colts, Active Schools and Social Track, work has been 

underway designing two additional ‘learn to ride’ areas in the park, specifically aimed 
at providing a safe and appealing place for organised groups and local families to coach 
young people in the skills needed to ride their bikes on the road network. The 
investment in facilities is supported by the Placed Based Investment Program and is 
aimed at encouraging a behavioural change in younger people, leading to increased 
leisure cycling and use of the active travel network. 

 
2.8 Based on responses from over 100 people responding online a design for new Natural 

Play and Nature Trail improvements has been created for the Bellshill Gateway. Over 
40 local people have volunteered to take part in the focus group steering the ongoing 
development of these family friendly attractions which, along with the sport cycling 
facilities, will encourage more use of the country park. 

 
Work will start in Dec 2021 and continue until April 2022 on biodiversity improvements 
to the gateway including hedgerow creation, wildflower meadow seeding and tree 
planting. These works include opportunities for local people, including the Youth 
Climate Ambassadors, to get involved in environmental improvements. 

 
2.9 Access and Signage improvement plans are being finalised to ensure the gateway 

connects well to the lochside areas of Strathclyde Country Park. In the future the 
intention is that the site will also be connected in the wider landscape to the Orbiston 
Community Hub and Motherwell Active Travel Hub. 

 

 



Art Park 

2.10 In November 2021 the Rainbow Pavilion was launched. This outdoor shelter was 
designed for education and events and is a key facility enabling delivery of outdoor 
education activities for Primary 7 pupils at Strathclyde Park. It has been built to be low-
maintenance and used environmentally sustainable materials and construction 
methods. 
 
Local school pupils took part in workshops with an artist and the pavilion architects as 
part of the design process, the public were asked to donate broken or unwanted mobile 
phones, tablets and laptops which were used to create roof lights. Three young people 
also worked with the contractor on the build as part of an employment programme for 
young people run by with Barnardo’s Works.  The project has been put forward for a 
COSLA Excellence award under the category of Stronger Communities, especially in 
light of Covid impacts on young people.  
 
The approach to creating the pavilion is the first demonstrator of the Art Park concept 
outlined in the Masterplan for Strathclyde Country Park, where 1% of every project 
budget is committed to integrating art into each development. 
 

2.11 Further work to establish the Art Park is taking place as part of the design for the 
Bellshill Gateway. Reeltime Music are working with communities and artists affected 
by Covid-19 to design artistic interventions which will be created and installed as part 
of the new entrance. 

 
2.12 The Art Park is also proposed as the location for North Lanarkshire’s Covid Memorial. 

Remembering Together is being delivered by greenspace scotland at the request of 
Scottish Government. The programme will involve commissioned artists working with 
partners and communities in all 32 local authority areas to co-create Covid community 
memorials. 

 
In phase 1, artists will be supported with £15k commission to cover fees and costs, with 
an additional budget for access costs, to co-create with communities to shape ideas 
that reflect local people’s experiences of the pandemic.  In phase 2, funding of circa 
£100k will be available in each local authority area to realise these projects during 
2022/2023. 
 
The Community Partnership team are identifying groups who have been particularly 
affected by Covid-19 to work on the project. The Visual Arts team from Active and 
Creative communities are assisting with developing a brief for the artist and 
investigating links with other themed projects already taking place. 

 
 
Other developments across Country parks 
 
2.13 A number of other developments have been progressed across country parks since the 

last report:  
 

• At Palacerigg Country Park the refurbishment of an operational bothy has allowed staff 
to work from the site, improving the service provided.   

• Progress is ongoing on Community Asset Transfer of the visitor centre and associated 
land and buildings at Palacerigg Country Park to Palacerigg Community Trust and the 
Greenspace Partnership Manager is working closely with the Trust to integrate their 
ambitions into the wider park offer.  

• Across the authority area, but particularly at Strathclyde and Palacerigg, children have 



been participating in tree planting activity and eventually a tree for every child in NLC 
will be planted, contributing towards our efforts to reduce climate change. 

• During this year a focus has been taken to ensure we bring all the parks into a more 
shared operational model to ensure consistency and efficiency.   

• Work has started to create a series of short videos explaining the new masterplans and 
what they intend to achieve. These will be showcased on the council website and 
shared with community boards. 

• Recruitment of a new Greenspace Projects Officer to complete the current team in 
place to progress delivery of the masterplan programme. 

 

Access Arrangements – Drumpellier Country Park 

2.14 In response to the community support for less vehicle movement in the park, access 
restrictions put in place at the Blair road entrance (as an emergency response at the 
start of the pandemic) remain in place. Following consideration of complaints aired at 
the community board about access restrictions not being observed and concerns from 
residents, staff have reviewed the operational arrangements.  Following onsite 
meetings with park residents designs for a new gateway to the park from Blair Road 
have been drawn up. This will provide adequate car parking at the entrance, including 
new blue badge provision, and includes proposals to plant a tree avenue to 
commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee, seed a new wildflower meadow and improve 
welcoming signage. The expanded car parking spaces at the entrance reduce access 
pressure, enabling the current restrictions to vehicular access further into the park to 
stay in place. This meets the community demand for preserving safe space for 
recreation. Targeted consultation has been undertaken with park users who have 
conditions which limit their mobility, to understand their needs and mitigate any impacts 
the changes might have on their access to the park. The access forum have also been 
consulted on the new design. 

 
Access arrangements Strathclyde Country Park 

2.15 During October 2021 face to face surveys were carried out gathering detailed 
information about how visitors felt about the access arrangements following changes 
made in response to a survey in April 2021. 

• Over 85% of visitors felt that the park was safer following closure of the route to 
vehicles. 

• 74% felt it was quieter and more peaceful without traffic 
• 77% of people felt the park was better for recreation without cars driving through the 

park and 79% agreed they saw less antisocial behaviour. 
• 17% of people still found it harder to get places with the route shut to cars but the 

majority felt opening up the beach car park had helped with access. 

Our parks and greenspaces are provided to enable residents to access a high-quality 
environment where they can safely enjoy recreational pursuits. Vehicular access 
clearly impacts on this and this is endorsed by the users engaged with.    
 

2.16 The police have provided statistics showing that since the access route was closed to 
motorised vehicles they have recorded a decrease of 57.1% in crimes and a decrease 
of 32% in incidents. During 2019/20 road traffic matters accounted for the majority of 
incidents, however these decreased by 25.4% in 2020/21.  Discussions are ongoing 
with the police to refine access arrangements for all emergency services, but no major 
issues have been raised by these partners. 

 
2.17 Driving within the speed limits the travel time from Bothwellhaugh cemetery to the 



Watersports centre on the adopted road network takes 8 minutes. Travelling through 
the park takes the same time, as the distance is shorter but the speed limit is much 
lower.  Travelling through the park may be more enjoyable to motorists compared to 
using the road network but this negatively impacts on the enjoyment of visitors to the 
park using it for its intended recreational purpose. Therefore this short section of access 
route within Strathclyde Country Park will remain closed to motorised traffic. 

 
Visitor Facilities 

2.18 Two outdoor toilet blocks in the Strathclyde park (at the beach car park and plantation 
carpark) are currently not fit for purpose and have been closed since November 2018.  
They have over many years suffered from repeated vandalism and antisocial behaviour 
making investment in replacing or refurbishing the facilities a significant risk.  The 
operational decision has been taken to demolish these facilities and continue providing 
safe and well-maintained toilets at the Watersports Centre.  Future developments at 
the park would look to locate any additional toilet provision within a manned building.   

 
Food Festival 

2.19 To further encourage new visitors to the park a cross service team is organising a food 
and outdoor activity festival in Strathclyde Country Park for early August 2022. After a 
difficult two years for events this action will bring communities together, help promote 
local businesses, encourage continued participation in outdoor activities and raise 
awareness of the new cycling facilities being built within the park.  Further details will 
be brought to CMT in early 2022 including work with partners to develop the offering. 

 
 

3. Public Sector Equality Duty and Fairer Scotland Duty 
 
3.1 Additional disabled car parking spaces have been created as part of the access 

review with consultation with user groups.   
 Work on co creation of a covid memorial is targeting impacted communities  
 

 
4. Impact 
 
4.1 Financial impact 
 £120K Scottish Government funding has been awarded to support feasibility studies 
 £620k Place Based Investment Program funding is contributing to two projects 
 £7.5K Scotland Loves Local funding awarded to Learn to Ride project 
 £100K Funding decision awaited from Sport Scotland.  
 Environmental Assets capital funding is meeting other costs in current projects 
 
 A successful business case for the Green Park Green Power would require public 

borrowing to fund the capital improvements.  This would be repaid by revenue grant 
from Scottish government of up to £10M over 10 years. Any gap in funding would 
have to be approved through the council capital programme and would be brought 
forward when known.  

 
 Remembering together Covid memorial funded by Scottish government for 

development and up to £100k of delivery costs.  
 

Drumpellier gateway funded by Environmental Assets capital and Scottish 
Government Nature Recovery fund 

 
  



4.2 HR policy / Legislative impact 
 None 
  
4.3 Technology / Digital impact 
 New energy technologies will be explored through Green Park – Green Power 
    
4.4 Environmental/Carbon impact 
 The velo park is expected to have a positive effect on uptake of active travel and a 

positive effect on biodiversity through the associated wildflower and tree planting 
initiatives. 

 
 The Green Park- Green Power project would have a positive effect on carbon 

emissions if successful. 
 
 
4.5 Communications impact 
 Developments will be communicated through the community boards, website and 

social media. 
  
4.6 Risk impact  
 Considered minimal at this point.  
  
 

 
5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 Increased cycling activity within the park measured through uptake at the Bellshill 

gateway and at counters through the park. 
 
Successful business case submission to Green Growth accelerator programme 
moves the Green Park Green Power project to delivery. 
 

 
6. Supporting documents 
 
6.1 Appendix 1 Velopark proposed layout 
 Appendix 2 Rainbow shelter images 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Nicole Paterson  
Head of Environmental Assets 
 
 
  



Appendix 1 Velopark proposed layout 
 

 
 
 
  



Appendix 2 
 
Rainbow shelter images 
 

 
 

 


