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To: AlRDRlE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

From: HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE 
ACTION PLAN 
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AlRDRlE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

Date: 20 January 2010 I Ref: DPT/OI/OI/KG I 

e 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the 
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan projects and initiatives. 

Background 

The Airdrie Town Centre Action plan was approved by North Lanarkshire Council's 
Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005 as a multi-agency and wide ranging 
approach for the regeneration process in Airdrie Town Centre. 

Environmental Services will continue to build on the successes that have been achieved to 
date in implementing the plan. The following is an update on the individual projects 
contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan which are under development. 

Airdrie Health Centre 

The full business case for the Airdrie Health Centre on Graham Street was approved in 
November 2009. The National Health Service North Lanarkshire (NHSNL) took 
possession of the site in December 2009. A construction period of two years is 
programmed for the completion of this project, with work expected to commence in 
January 201 0. 

Airdrie Health Centre - Parking Provision 

The existing car park will be retained and redeveloped to provide essential car parking for 
staff who operate on-call and emergency services, disabled spaces and short stay parking 
for patients. Twenty spaces serving the existing retail units will be retained and a further 20 
spaces will be available for general use. 

North Lanarkshire Council has appointed JMP Consulting Engineers as designers for the 
project to create an additional deck at the Hallcraig Street car park, with funding provided 
by the Council, NHSNL and a contribution from the developer, in lieu of providing parking at 
the Airdrie Health Centre site. A tender for ground investigation (GI) works at Hallcraig car 
park is to be issued in January 2010 as the first stage of the project. Whilst the GI works are 
underway, up to 50% of the car park will be closed off. Vehicles will be diverted to 
alternative parking facilities at the former gas holder site at Mill Street / Airdrie Business 
Centre car park. 

e 

The programmed completion date for this project is summer 2011. North Lanarkshire 
Council will own and manage the car park on completion. 

Traffic Issues 



L The information and comments gathered from consultation with Airdrie Town Centre Forum 
on the proposed traffic management measures in the town centre are still being considered. 
The outcome will be reported to the next meeting of the LAP. 

Total Project Cost 
Clyde Valley Housing Association 
Scottish Government HAG Funds 
TCRF Funds Requested 
TCRF Funds Approved 

0 Wellwynd Church 

f 3,229,000 
f 1,229,000 
f 1,600,000 
f 400,000 
f400,OOO 

Work to redevelop and extend the vacant Wellwynd Church to provide a Social Enterprise 
Centre started on site on 10th August 2009. The build is generally progressing well. 
Structural steel works for the extension has begun and will be completed in early January 
2010. Minor delays have been experienced due to ground conditions however it is hoped 
that this time will be made up over the course of the contract period and it is currently 
anticipated that the project will be completed by July 2010. 

High quality office and meeting space for social economy organisations will be created as a 
result of this project which is being delivered in partnership with Clyde Valley Housing 
Association. Clyde Valley Property Services, in partnership with NLC, are currently liaising 
with potential tenants, with a promising level of interest being shown in the building. 

3. Town Centre Regeneration Fund Bid 

The bid submitted in June 2009 to the Scottish Government’s Town Centre Regeneration 
Fund for the redevelopment of the former Orrs Department Store, on South Bridge Street 
has been successful, as reported to the last Local Area Partnership in October 2009. 

The Town Centre Regeneration Fund project in Airdrie proposes to provide Clyde Valley 
Housing Association (CVHA) with the financial support necessary to ensure the 
redevelopment of the former Orr’s building into new, fit for purpose retail space on the 
ground floor with affordable housing above. Planning Permission for the proposed 
redevelopment was granted in May 2009. 

CVHA are awaiting notification of the other element of the project funding which will come 
from the Scottish Government. In parallel to this, North Lanarkshire Council and CVHA are 
establishing the partnership agreement for the project. A project commencement date is not 
yet available, however North Lanarkshire Council and CVHA are working towards having 
the project committed and contracts let by the end of March 2010. 

The funding mix for this project is listed below for reminder: 

Former Orr’s building, South Bridge Street, Airdrie 

4. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects 
and initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 
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